


What Does

ID
"Far I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord ." Jeremiah 29 :11

r-
Unfortunately, this is not the most commonly
asked question in the world. More nearly qualifying
for first place is, "What do you think?" But the prob-
lem with that is that you are human, just as I am,
and what you think or what I think is just as incon-
sequential and non-authoritative as what the next
human being may think .

What God thinks is a very different matter .
Why worry about what God thinks of us? Because

in His hands is the ultimate destiny of every living
thing. On Him we depend for every breath, every
drop of water, every heartbeat .

Does God think? The Bible tells us that He does .
As surely as God exists, He is a thinking being . We
certainly could not conceive of a non-thinking
being ordering the vast reaches of the universe, con-
trolling and directing the course of billions of galax-
ies each having billions of stars . If we think our little
obligations require thought, what about God's!

And His thoughts are much more than fleeting
fancies or passing whims . These are His own words,
recorded by His prophet Jeremiah : "For I know the
thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord" (her .
29:11) . This verse tells us two things : God thinks
about us, and He knows what He thinks!

But there is something else that is remarkable
about God's thoughts . "I know," He says, "the
thoughts that I think toward you ." God has thoughts
toward us, poor little creatures of dust that we are .
He thinks, and He thinks toward us! Can we imag-
ine what this means? Can we imagine the content
of those thoughts toward us-on our behalf?

This is the question that should concern us: What
are God's thoughts toward me? Arc they, in the
words of the Prophet, thoughts of good and not of
evil, to give me a future and a hope (Jer . 29:11)? Are
those thoughts planning my reward? Are they arrang-
ing what can be mine if I meet His stan-
dard? Or are they thoughts of
"evil," as God had toward dis-
obedient Israel? (Jer . 18 :8) .

Let us beware of
blandly assuming that
all God's thoughts
toward us are automati-
cally beneficent. Being
realistic and knowing how
far short we naturally fall of
meeting God's standard, we certainly
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can imagine what some of those thoughts are-and
they are not all commending . Toward disobedient
Israel God had thoughts of punishment and judg-
ment . And if we are disobedient, His thoughts toward
us will be of the same .

There is an ever present danger of being
deceived by misreading the Divine mind, as
though it were a reflection of our own . To properly
perceive God's thoughts, we must be honest in our
reading of His Word, open in our examining of our
hearts, and sincere in our desire to get the facts .
Imagining that He thinks us better than we are will
not change either His mind or the facts. And
believing that what He thinks does not matter will
not change the consequences of His thoughts
toward us .

Yes, it is comforting that God thinks toward us,
that with the cares of the universes in His infinite
mind, He yet has room for thoughts about us . But
let us take His thoughts toward us more seriously ;
for whatever He thinks toward us, we ourselves are
the architect of those thoughts . We ourselves have
designed them by the way we live .

And God's thoughts toward us are the prelude to
His actions . If we know what He thinks concerning
us we know how He intends to act toward us . God's
thinking is not the idle contemplation of the
philosopher ; it is the action plan of the command-
ing general. We forget this when we are so anxious
about what the world will think of us and so indif-
ferent about God's thoughts toward us .

God's thoughts are true and wise and good . If,
therefore, we can know God's thoughts about any-
thing, we shall see the thing in its true light . Our
thoughts are blinded by prejudice, colored by passion,
limited by our ignorance, broken, fragmented, per-
verted. God's only are clear and perfect as His truth .

The next time we are contemplating
whether a certain thing is right or

wrong, instead of speculating
what others' opinions may
be, let us ask ourselves in
all seriousness, "What
does God think?"
Because He knows .

And by what He knows
we will be judged and

rewarded .
Eternally .
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ost homeowners today have experienced the dismay of
hiring a worker who proved to be incompetent . Whether the task
was to fix some plumbing, or repair the roof, or install a new tele-
phone system, all too common is the element of dissatisfaction .
What is the problem? Surely there are exceptions, but the cham-

pions of competence and service seem to be disappearing from the
workaday world as more and more workers are more concerned with
higher wages and benefits from the job than with thoroughness and
quality of their work .

In this area, as in every other area of life, Christians have the
opportunity to show their distinguished difference .
In its earliest days, Christianity brought to the world of work a new

sense of significance and worth . Work was not, as the Greeks had
thought, an evil that ought to be avoided in the interest of contemplat-
ing good . Nor was it to be pushed on to a slave class . The Bible has never
been embarrassed that David was a shepherd, Jesus was a carpenter, the
early Disciples were fishermen, and the great Apostle to the Gentiles was
a tentmaker. With patient industry, these devout men so practiced their
special task that they became qualified also to shepherd souls and fish
for men. Historic Christianity has much to say to us today about glorify-
ing God by doing one's work well, and that the lowliest service can be
done as unto God (Col . 3:23). For the Christian, the daily job is not sim-
ply a means of economic survival, indispensable though it be . Most of
all, it is the investing of one's gifts as a divine stewardship .

The workplace gives the Christian a prime opportunity to show what
difference a sense of Christian responsibility makes . By performing
faithfully one's work as a calling, to the limit of one's ability, the work-
er can show clearly the benefits of his belief in God . It makes him a
better person, more dependable, more conscientious, more commit-
ted, more trustworthy, more diligent-simply because above his com-
mitment to employer or to customers he is committed to God .

Such workmanship pays double benefits, both in this world and in
the world to come . The philosophy that a fast dollar is more impor-
tant than a good job is an extension of the illusion that we can get
something for nothing . This scheme is not successful in the human
economy, and it certainly will not succeed in the Divine economy,
where every one is guaranteed to receive according to what he has
done (2 Cor. 5 :10) .
The "something for nothing" philosophy, given enough time, will

end up with nothing .
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FROM ADAM TO ETERNITY

G od has a plan for Planet Earth . "He created it not in
vain," said the ancient Prophet (Isa . 45 :18), "he

formed it to be inhabited." He formed it to be ultimately a
perfect and ideal world, filled with His glory (Num . 14 :21),
people who will eternally enjoy the blessings of health,
happiness and prosperity.

It is the theme of our Lord's Prayer : "Thy Kingdom come.
Thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven" (Matt. 6:10) .
Toward this great end God worked in ages past, and He is
still working today.

The author of the book of Genesis gives in symbolic pic-
ture a long-range view of God's work on earth . His goal
and purpose is a whole new heavens (new executive pow-
ers) and earth (new populace), a super-race of men and
women fashioned out of the raw material of the old . The
Master Mind behind the plan, the Designer and Executor
of this vast creative project is God Almighty .

This plan is the subject of the entire Bible . It is a plan
that reaches as far as His mercy-"from everlasting to everlast-
ing" Ps. 103 :17-18). It is God's "eternal purpose" (Eph . 3 :11) .

hen does this work go on, and how long does it take?
The plan has three distinct periods :

© The 6000-year period from Adam to the
Second Advent of Jesus

During this time God seeks individuals to be co-rulers
with His Son in His eternal, finished Kingdom on
earth .

The 1000-year reign o f Jesus Christ
(the Millennial Era)

During this time God selects and develops those who
will compose the populace of the earth, the millions
and billions of men and women who will fill the earth
with His glory. Jesus and His co-rulers will, by spread-
ing the gospel message to the ends of the earth and by
the enforcement of Divine law and worldwide pro-
grams of re-education and reform, create a totally new
social order which will bring about universal peace,
justice, prosperity, health and happiness .

9 The infinite period o f Eternity

After the seventh day of Millennial rest, Earth will
become part of God's finished creation (heaven) ;
everyone on earth will be immortal ; death, sickness,
suffering and sin will be eliminated forever, and
God's will be done on earth as it is in heaven .

The ultimate goal and destiny of history is Eternity .
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This, in summary form, is the message of the chart on
the next page .

FIRST PHASE: 6000 YEARS
The Genesis allegory describes the first phase of God's work
on earth as taking place within six days . At the close of the
sixth day God stands aside to inspect the finished portion
of His work and pronounces it "very good ."

If we apply the Bible rule for prophetic time and allow a
thousand years for each day (2 Pet . 3 :8), this makes six
thousand years of creating time, six thousand years during
which the Creator is working . At the end of the six days,
God sends His Son to take over the governing of the earth .
(For a more detailed discussion of this subject, see our
booklet, Gods Spiritual Creation .)

Through the six thousand years, God selects those who will
be co-rulers with His Son. The qualifications are high, and
few are interested . But the Bible tells us of some outstanding
individuals who answered God's call during this time .
Adam. The first to answer God's call to serve was

Adam. This was nearly six thousand years ago .
Noah. A few centuries later, a God-appointed "preacher

of righteousness" named Noah answered God's call . Picture
Noah preaching year after year, year after year, for 100
years to hardhearted, cold, unbelieving neighbors and
passersby, while he worked untiringly on the ark .
Abraham. When the time was right, God called Abra-

ham out of the comfortable land of his birthplace (Ur of
the Chaldees) to sojourn in Canaan . Abraham obeyed the
voice of God, and received in return the honorary title
"Father of the Believers," and the promise that his descen-
dants would be as numberless as the grains of sand on the
seashore : " . . . in thee shall all nations of the earth be blessed."

Moses. Great Hebrew statesman, lawgiver and leader of
the Israelites from slavery in Egypt to independent, reli-
gious nationhood in Canaan, Moses was one of God's great
leaders .

The Kingdom of Israel
Luring the earliest days of the existence of the nation, God
arranged that the people should he directly under His rule .
When they disobeyed, He let them fall into the hands of
their enemies, then raised up a deliverer, a human admin-
istrator, called a judge .

Despite the errant behavior of Israel during these years,
the era produced some great leaders, among them Debo-
rah, Gideon, Jephthah, Samuel. Then the people clamored
for a King, and God granted their request .

King David. The second king of Israel, David extended
the nation of Israel to its furthest boundary and made the
nation strong and God-fearing .

(Continued on page 14)
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(Continued Jrom page 11)
The Kingdom Divided : Israel and Judah

Within 100 years of its founding, the nation of Israel
had divided into two kingdoms . The history of the divid-
ed kingdoms is a record of almost perpetual backsliding .
At times God raised up prophets to warn the people to
turn from their evil ways and serve the true and living
God alone. Some of the prophets taught by drama, some
by preaching, some by writing . Elijah was a prophet
who showed openly the great power of God . But the peo-
ple were for the most part unheeding .

After a few hundred years, a few revivals, many apos-
tasies, and countless warnings, God allowed wayward
Israel and Judah to be taken into captivity by a foreign
power (Babylon) as a punishment for their sins and in
fulfillment of the words of His prophet Jeremiah .

The Time of Captivity
The seventy years of captivity in Babylon produced some
men and women of high quality, among them the noble
Daniel . Even though living in the king's court, in Babylon
itself, he kept himself undefiled and merited this high com-
mendation from the angel Gabriel : "Daniel, a man greatly
beloved" (Dan. 10:11) .

The Time of Restoration
After the Captivity, Cyrus (ruler of Persia, which con-
quered Babylon) issued a decree that the captive Israelites
could return to their homeland . Thousands went back,
under the leadership of Zerubbabel and later Nehemiah .
Life was hard, but this period yielded some notable char-
acters, among them Ezra the scribe, Nehemiah the astute
leader, and the prophets Haggai and Zechariah .

Between the Testaments
A period of 400 plus years separates the close of the Old
Testament record from the birth of Christ . About these
years we know nothing, except that at its end there were
faithful believers waiting and ready for the Messiah .

Landmark: JESUS CHRIST
When the time was right, God fulfilled the promise He
had stated repeatedly through the ancient prophets and
sent His Son, Jesus Christ . His Birth, life, ministry, death,
resurrection and ascension made Him the perfect pattern
for all time. Everywhere He went He was revealing the
plan of God for the earth and humankind . There was to
be a Kingdom, and He Himself was to be the King .

Before He ascended, Jesus personally chose and trained
twelve men (the Apostles) to carry on His work in His
absence .

The Apostolic Age
During the time immediately after Jesus' ascension, the
work of Christ's true Church was expanded from a local
ministry in the area of Jerusalem and Judea to a gospel
that reached to all parts of the then-known world . No age
was richer in endowments, and no man was more gifted
in promoting the Gospel than the great apostle Paul .

After the Apostles
About A .D. 70 came the end of the Apostolic era, also the
end of the Jewish Age, the destruction of Jerusalem and
the dispersion of the Jews . The people of that era also
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experienced the withdrawal of the Holy Spirit, that power
by the help of which the early Christians had been able
to make phenomenal progress in spreading the Gospel of
the Kingdom . Believers must have felt the loss keenly, but
it was part of the plan . At the same time, the writing of
the Bible was completed so that any desiring to learn the
ways of God would not be left without guidance .

Also at this time many were slowly turning away
from the true teachings of Jesus and incorporating ideas
from other philosophies and religions in the Empire . It
was a slow transition, but within a few centuries the
apostasy was total . Just as prophesied, the religion of
Jesus Christ was silenced and in its place emerged a huge
new monolith called Christianity which could spread
through the Empire and become the instrument of its
authority and political power for more than a thousand
years .

Renaissance, Reformation, and Reawakening
With the growth of independent thought in the 13th,
14th and 15th centuries came also the weakening of the
power of the Church, as increased trade and travel
brought new and challenging ideas . The Bible, preserved
through the Dark Ages in the careful custody of the
Church, was now translated into the language of the peo-
ple and every common man could read it. All this was in
the plan of God, so that when the time was right the true
teachings of the Word of God could be rediscovered and a
people be prepared to meet the returning King . As Jesus
explained in the parable of the Ten Virgins, "all those vir-
gins arose and trimmed their lamps ."

THE SECOND ADVENT OF JESUS
The end of the first phase of the Divine plan will climax
with the return of Jesus Christ, who comes to establish
His kingdom of peace and righteousness and bring all the
forces of evil into subjection to His righteous rule .

WHAT Is AHEAD?
The second advent of Jesus will open the door to many
earth-transforming events, as Jesus Christ is crowned
King of the earth (the Coronation), as He selects and
crowns with immortality His co-rulers (the Judgment of
the Saints), conquers the nations of earth (Armageddon),
and sets up His new government to reign a thousand
years (the Millennium) .

The Millennium will be probation time for the popu-
lace of the Kingdom (the great multitude who submit to
the new authority and their offspring), and they will
enjoy the richest, happiest, most prosperous living ever
experienced by any people on this planet . At the same
time they must be disciplined, tested, developed, after
which they will be judged and those who are worthy will
be made immortal like their teachers, and God's will shall
be done on earth as it is now done in heaven above .

At the end of the Millennium, all evildoers will he
finally removed, all who live will be glorified, and the
endless ages of Eternity will begin, complete with eternal
expansion, eternal growth, eternal happiness, eternal life
for every one who lives!

This is the Grand Plan of the Ages as described in the
Bible .
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(Continued from page 7)

monly on TV and in entertainment
movies and videos, and even in
children's school books . It is found
also in the lyrics of popular music,
and much contemporary literature
is filled with indecent expressions,
along with vulgar and suggestive
art work .

DISOBEDIENT To THEIR PARENTS .
Apeithes (ap-i-thace') is the Greek
word for "disobedient ." It means
unpersuadable, resisting authority .
This includes those who have no
regard for the advice or teaching of

HE BIBLE IS A SOURCE OF

GUIDANCE, INSTRUCTION AND

ENCOURAGEMENT FOR US AS WE AWAIT

THE SOON ARRIVAL OF OUR LORD .

parents. There are few families in
America today in which parents do
not receive some type of verbal
abuse . Why does this situation
exist? Because parents have not
demanded or commanded the
respect of their children, and the
educational system has promoted
the attitude of disrespect . Not only
do children lack respect for parents,
but a growing number of parents
are being beaten by their children,
sometimes even killed . Truly, it is a
sign of the last days .

UNTHANKFUL . The word is
acharistoi (ach-ar'-is-toi) which
means ungrateful . It speaks of those
who have no proper sense of feel-
ing for favors received and no will-
ingness to acknowledge or repay a
benefit-an attitude very wide-
spread today . Witness the attitude
of workers who, rather than appre-
ciating their advantages, are willing
to make others suffer in their self-
ish effort to get more .

The widespread, attitude of
ingratitude was especially apparent
in our own city a few years ago
when the severest ice storm of the
century brought down trees and
power and telephone lines, making

many streets wholly impassable
and leaving more than 100,000
without electric service . Instead of
being grateful for the many years of
uninterrupted service they had
received, many railed against the
power company, accusing the com-
pany of neglect and delinquency
because it could not immediately
restore power to everyone . Was it
not an example of a very wide-
spread attitude of unthankfulness?

Examples of the most extreme
ingratitude are those who
shoplift-it is said that shoplifters
cost retail stores billions of dollars .

It is such a problem
that some mer-
chants are now
designing their dis-
plays so that shop-
pers take nothing
from the store
shelves but record
the product number
of the items they
wish to buy, pay for
the merchandise,

then collect their items at a ware-
house pick-up desk . Others have
installed costly security systems to
"catch" any who attempt to walk
out with unpaid-for merchandise .
Other examples of ingratitude are
those who evade income taxes,
who falsify information to collect
extra social security or social ser-
vices from the government ; and
those who make out that they qual-
ify for benefits they do not deserve .

UNHOLY. This word speaks for
itself, and who can say that we do
not live in an unholy society? Gods
of pleasure, money and pride have
displaced God. Most entertain-
ment, even science and education,
is so structured that it makes no
reference to God or godliness. The
widespread tolerance of porno-
graphic literature is another evi-
dence of the general "unholy"
attitude, as are the many immoral
scenes displayed by TV and video .
Pornography is now an $8 billion
per year business, and the number
of hardcore video rented in our
country in 1996 was reported as
665 million (US News, February 10,
1997) .
The word anosios (an-os'ee-os)

also means unkind, malicious, or
malignant; disposed to do harm,
inflict suffering, or cause distress .
What could better fit this defini-
tion than the drug dealers, who sell
products which they know will
harm and ruin those who use
them. And those who market ciga-
rettes and alcohol are also at fault .
WITHOUT NATURAL AFFECTION .

These three words are included in
one Greek word, astrogos (as'-tro-
gos). This word means calloused ;
that is, hard; hardened insensibili-
ty, without feeling-a condition
that is being brought about by the
violence displayed in TV programs .
If, as we are told, the average per-
son watches TV a total of 1800
hours per year, and the average
child has witnessed many thou-
sands of murders, muggings and
assaults on the TV by the time he is
grown up, can we wonder that he is
without feeling?

Also revealing the lack of natural
affection is the frightful increase in
child abuse and child abandon-
ment .

UNFORGIVING (TRUCEBREAKERS,
IRRECONCILABLE) . The Greek word
aspondos (as'pon-dos) means
implacable-i .e., relentless, without
mercy or compassion, cruel-
another prophecy that is vividly
fulfilled . Do not the state militia
members fit into this category,
individuals who can inflict suffer-
ing and destruction without any
feeling of guilt? Another issue is
social violence . It is said that more
people, even in so-called civilized
society, are being beaten to death
today than at any other time in the
past two thousand years . Abuse of
women by husbands or boyfriends
is the leading cause of injuries to
women between the ages of 15 and
44 . More than 6000 women are
murdered each year as a result of
domestic violence .

FALSE ACCUSERS . Diabolos is a
Greek word very familiar even to
those who have no knowledge of
Greek. It means slanderer, false
accusers and is often translated as
"devil" . It includes those prone to
slandering others, or habitually
slandering others . This trait is seen
between political rivals, business

(Continued on page 16)
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rivals, sports rivals, even between
family members and children . It is
seen as ongoing diatribe between
heads of rival nations such as the
Jews vs . the Arab states ; the Irish
vs. the English ; the factions in
Yugoslavia; or the rivalry between
African tribes which has cost mil-
lions of lives .

Can we wonder that the Lord is
"coining out o f his place to punish the
inhabitants o f the earth for their iniq-
uity" (Isa. 26:21)?

Can we doubt for a moment the
Divine inspiration behind this
prophecy that so accurately
describes our day? Can we think for
a moment that we are not in the
last days of this age?

These things have been written
for our learning, to warn us that we

have no time to waste in despon-
dency or indecision, no time even
to lose sight of our high calling or
the great and precious things God
has set before us . Not for a single
moment can we live as we might
have lived without this sacred
information . God has entrusted to
us tremendous insights into His
plans, and shall we be so ungrateful
as to disregard them?

Whether we believe or not,
whether we prepare for it or not,
the day of the Lord will come .
When the time is right, God will
act. And, in the words of the Apos-
tle, "what shall the end be o f them
that obey not the gospel o f God"?

How the warning should move
us to a more serious effort toward
God and holiness . How can we let
a single hour go by without being
conscious of our high calling?

How can we risk giving in to our
pettiness and pride? how can we
indulge in the petty satisfactions
of our lower nature, the impa-
tience, the jealousies, the selfish-
ness so instinctive to us? How can
we allow ourselves to do or say
anything or show any attitude that
we will not want to own when
Jesus comes?

Every hour is sacred ; every
moment is a precious, loving gift
from our loving God who is not
willing that any should perish but
that all should come to repentance .
Every test that comes is His provi-
sion to help us, the means by
which we can prepare our escape
from the time of trouble that is
coming upon the earth . Let us
make the very most of each test as
it comes, lest the day of the Lord
arrive and find us unprepared .
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The CHRISTIAN
and HIS
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True faith producing love to God and man,
Say, Echo, is not this the Gospel plan?

1

Must I my faith and love to Jesus show,
By ev'ry word and deed, toward friend and foe?

But if a brother hates and treats me ill,
Must I return him good, and love him still?

If he my failing watches to reveal,
Must I as carefully no sin conceal?

But if my name and character he blast,
And cruel malice, too, a long time last :
And if grave sorrow and affliction too
He loves to add unto my cup of woe;
In this uncommon, this peculiar case,
Sweet Echo, say must I still love and bless?

And if mistreatment sore I shall receive,
Must I be patient still, and still forgive?

he haticfrtstill, r 110 ;fill fiu- ~i)r .

Why, Echo, how is this? Thou art a dove!
Thy voice will teach me nothing else but love!

\utliitr, ,; cltic hilt lm c .

Amen! with all my heart be it then so ;
And now to practice I'll directly go .

1)i;((111 ,n .

Things being so, what though all me reject,
My gracious God me surely will protect .

Henceforth I'll roll on Him my every care,
And then both friend and foe embrace in prayer .

And after all these duties I have done,
Shall I be worthy of the Lord's "Well done"?

Echo, enough! thy counsels to mine ear
Are sweeter than the dewdrop to the flower ;
Thy wise instructive lessons please me well :
I'll go to practice them . Farewell, farewell!

r1 . t n!
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rudge not one against another, brethren, lest
ye be condemned: behold, the judge standeth

before the door."James 5:9

It is wrong to fret and grumble against one another,
to build up grudges and feelings . It is wrong at any
time. But James is looking at a special time, a time
when "the Judge standeth before the door ." His hand
is on the latch, He is ready to open and enter . Let us
think carefully of what we say. By our words we are
either building up or tearing down ourselves and oth-
ers. For the Judge is at the door. We shall soon hear
His verdict, for good or for ill .

May He find us without any grudges .

must work the works of him that sent one,
while it is day: the night cometh, when no man
can work."--John 9 :4

In this text Jesus spoke for Himself and all of us .
Most translations read, "We must work the works of
Him . . . ." The day is so short and so swiftly over . Scarce-
ly have we begun to correct a few of our blunderings,
and to gather some small smatterings of experience,
when darkness begins to fall, and we must lay down
our tools .

The time for work is "the day." To the length of
this day we cannot add, just as we cannot add a
cubit to our stature. It is for us to walk and keep
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walking, to work and keep working while the day-
light lasts .

There is in Jesus' words a divinely impelled
"I must." We are under obligation to serve . We are
not our own . Our day is not our own . The duty that
binds us to service is indeed a duty sweetened by
love, but duty it remains . We must work the works of
Him who sends us .

This short day of life is given us not for pleasure but
for progress; not for ease but for toil . It is another way
of saying, "Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with
thy might" (Eccl . 9 :10) .

ehold, I stand at the door, and knock: i f
any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will
come in to him, and will sup with him, and lie
with one."-Revelation 3:20

The word translated "sup" is deipnein, and its corre-
sponding noun is deipnon . The word is very signifi-
cant. The ancient Greeks had three meals a day . There
was akratisma, breakfast, which was no more than a
piece of dried bread dipped in wine . There was ariston,
the midday meal . The working man did not go home
for it; it was simply a picnic snack eaten by the side of
the pavement or in some colonnade or in the city
square, a meal eaten in the passing .

Then there was deipnon, the evening meal and
•

	

main meal of the day . People gathered and lingered
and sat long and talked over it, for the day's work
was done. There was time then for unlimited and

•

	

unhurried fellowship .
It was deipnon that Christ would share with the man

who answered His knock . This was no hurried meal,
no visit in the passing, no hasty, conventional call . It
was the meal where people lingered in fellowship
together .

The promise is of intimate friendship . If a man will
open the door, Jesus Christ will come in and linger
long with him .

Jt dolup my goings in thy paths, that my foot-
steps slip not. "-Psalm 17:5

"1-cold up my goings in thy paths ." In other words,
help me to go straight ahead . Let me not swerve aside .

The Psalmist is saying : I have made it my habit to•

	

obey you . It is a path I have followed so diligently that
it has become a holy rut, worn deep through the years .
Now, hold my feet in that blessed rut, right through to
the end .

There is great value in developing holy habits, in
choosing the right so consistently that it becomes sec-
ond nature . Such is David's determination . He wants
to wear those holy ruts deeper and deeper, so that in a
crisis he will not falter nor stray .

May this be our prayer : "Hold nzy going in Thy
paths." Help me to go straight ahead!

	

J
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DOES RELIGION MAKE GOOD CITIZENS?

This question was received by e-mail froth a young reader in China

B efore answering this question we need to define "a good citizen ." I'm
sure definitions will vary, especially from one country to another. But for
our purposes let us say that a good citizen is one who promotes the com-
mon good, who is law abiding, peacemaking, and who does nothing to
harm his fellowmen .

What is "religion"? In its basic form, it is any system of beliefs, prac-
tices, ethical values, etc . But all religions cannot help equally in develop-
ing good citizens . For example, a religion that is involved in a mass
suicide or an uprising against the government could not develop good cit-
izens . To aid in developing a good citizen, a religion must promote the
building of an upright character and restrain the lower instincts of one's
nature .

We believe a religion founded on the Bible is the very best religion for
this purpose .

How the Bible Develops Good Citizens

Application of Bible principles develops good conduct both by
the characteristics it promotes and those it restrains . Let us first
mention characteristics it promotes :

NLY THOSE WHOM

GOD CALLS "GOOD

CITIZENS" WILL BE

ALLOWED TO LIVE IN

HIS KINGDOM.

• A right attitude toward one's fellowmen : "Put away from you
all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, togeth-
er with all malice, and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiv-
ing one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you" (Eph. 4 :31-32,
NRSV) .

• Self-control and upright living. '[The grace or Gospel o f God l
teaches us to say 'No' to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live
self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age" (Titus
2:12, NIV) .

• Follow good (godly) examples. "Dear friend, do not imitate
what is evil but what is good . Anyone who does what is good is from
God. Anyone who does what is evil has not seen God" (3 John 11,
NIV) .

• Clean, moral behavior at all times . "Let us behave decently, as
in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immoral-
ity and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy . Rather, clothe
yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to
gratify the desires of the sinful nature" (Rom. 13:13-14, NIV) .

• Promote an attitude of peacemaking. "Make every effort to live
in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no one will see
the Lord" (Heb. 12:14, NIV) .
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• Grow in humility, gentleness, patience, and love .
"Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with
one another in love" (Eph. 4:2, NIV) .

•

	

Practice outgoing goodness . " . . .Do to others what you
would have them do to you . . ." (Matt . 7:12, NIV) .

• Be loving and faithful to others . 'et lover and
faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your neck,
write them on the tablet o f your heart" (Prov. 3:3, NIV) .

• Help and encourage others . "And let us consider how
we pray spur one another on toward love and good deeds"
(Heb. 10:24, NIV) . Think of the impact this would
have if we went about it in the right way!

• Show loyalty and respect to your government . Jesus
was asked this question : "Is it lawpil to pay taxes to Cae-
sar, or not?" (Mark 12:14, NIV) . His answer was, "Give
to the emperor the things that are the emperor's, and to
God the things that are God's . . . ." (Mark 12:17, NRSV) .

• Obey the laws of your nation, as long as they do
not contradict the Laws of God . "Therefore, do whatever
they teach you and follow it; but do not do as they do, for
they do not practice what they teach" (Mat. 23 :3, NRSV) .
As Peter said, " We must obey God rather than any
human authority" (Acts 5:29, NRSV) . In this country
our Constitution guarantees freedom of worship to all,
for which we are very thankful .

• Practice wholesome, constructive thinking . "Final-
ly, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever
is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is
admirable-if anything is excellent or praiseworthy-think
about such things" (Phil. 4:8, NIV) .

• True, upright, blameless living. "O LORD, who may
abide in your tent? Who may dwell on your holy hill?
Those who walk blamelessly, and do what is right, and
speak the truth from their heart, who do not slander with
their tongue, and do no evil to their friends, nor take up a
reproach against their neighbors" (Ps. 15:1-3, NRSV) .

There are also qualities-some as natural as breath-
ing-which we must restrain :

• Don't complain or argue . "Do all things without
murmuring and arguing, so that you may be blameless and
innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of
a crooked and perverse generation, in which you shine like
stars in the world" (Phil . 2:14-15, KJV) .

•

	

Don't be angry . "You must understand this, my
beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow

1 The word "love" has many shades and grades of meaning
in the English language . We are interested in only one kind
of love, the love which the Scriptures teach : "Love is patient,
love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not
proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily
angered, it keeps no record of wrongs . Love does not delight
in evil but rejoices with the truth . It always protects, always
trusts, always hopes, always perseveres" (I Cor . 13:4-7, NIV) .

faAN RELIGION

DEVELOP A GOOD

CITIZEN? POSITIVELY, IF

IT IS BACKED BY

THE GOD OF HEAVEN.

to anger; for your anger does not produce God's righteous-
ness" (James 1 :19-20, NRSV) .

• Don't retaliate. "Make sure that nobody pays back
wrong for wrong, but always try to be kind to each other
and to everyone else" (1 Thess . 5 :15, NIV) .

• Restrain covetousness . "Keep your lives free from the
love of money . . .the root of all evil . . ." (Heb. 13:5, NIV ;
1 Tim. 6 :10, KJV) . Nor should we unnecessarily go in
debt, but rather " . . .be content with what you have . . ."
(Heb. 13:5, NRSV) . There are many people today that
live far above their means . They go in debt beyond
their means to meet obligations . The Bible principle is :
"Owe no man anything but to love ore another" (Rom .
13:8, KJV) .

• Avoid dissension and gossip. "A perverse man stirs
up dissension, and a gossip separates close friends" (Prov .
16:28, NIV) .

• Restrain evil and deceitful speech . "Whoever would
love life and see good days must keep his tongue from evil
and his lips from deceitful speech" (1 Pet. 3:10, NIV) .

• Restrain deceit. "No one who practices deceit will
dwell in my house; no one who speaks falsely will stand in
my presence" (Ps. 101 :7, NIV) .

Why all the emphasis on upright character and
virtue? Because we believe that Christ will soon return
and establish a Kingdom that will never end . Only
those whom He calls good citizens will be allowed to
live in His Kingdom . Life in that Kingdom will be
wonderful beyond anything we can imagine . For the
first time in the history of the earth there will be uni-
versal peace, universal goodwill and universal health
and justice. Every individual who lives in that world
will benefit, for "He will wipe every tear from their eyes .
Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will
be no more, for the first things have passed away. No eye
has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what
God has prepared for those who love him" (Rev. 21 :4,
NRSV, 1 Cor . 2:9, NIV). Who could ask for more?!!

Can religion develop a good citizen? Positively, if it
is the right religion . And what makes the right reli-
gion"? One that is Bible-centered and backed by the
God of heaven .

	

1-1
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Joy and Rejoicing
1 . What prophet described the word of God as "the

joy and rejoicing" of his heart"?

2 . The Sabbaths and the various feasts which Israel
was instructed to keep, were all to be
accompanied by what type of spirit?

3 . Who said, and upon what occasion, "My heart
rejoiceth in the LORD, mine horn is exalted in
the LORD"?

4 . An occasion of great joy in Israel was
accompanied with psalteries, harps, cymbals,
trumpets, instruments of music, singers, and a
procession . What was the occasion, and who had
instigated it?

5 . Who said, "Who am I, and what is my people,
that we should be able to offer so willingly after
this sort?" What was the occasion, and what was
being offered to the Lord?

6 . What occasion of joy was mingled with sadness
by two different groups who witnessed it?

7 . What joy is but for a moment?

8 . Of whom did David say, ""Therefore my heart is
glad, and my glory rejoiceth : my flesh also shall
rest in hope"?

9 . Complete the verse : "Let thy	be
clothed with	. and let thy
shout for

	

11

10. Complete the verse : "they shall obtain	
and	l and	and	
shall flee away .

11 . Who spoke of the joyful time when "the
mountains and the hills shall break forth into
singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap
their hands" for joy?

Knowledge Comes First
1 . What did a certain minor prophet say about God's

people failing because they failed to learn?
2 . Who first said, "All thy children shall be taught of

the Lord"? Who quoted it?
3. What was Jesus' reply to the high priest who

asked him about his doctrine?
4 . "All things that pertain unto life and godliness"

come "through	 ."
5 . "Giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue ; and

to virtue	"
6. Paul condemned those who "having a form of

godliness" deny its force . He said also that they
were "ever learning" but what was the problem?

7 . Complete the verse : "For this cause we also, since
the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you,
and to desire that ye might be filled with the
knowledge of his will in all	and

8 . How did Paul say we understand the knowledge
of God?

9 . Paul said of himself that he was rude in one
faculty but not in another .

10. In order to fight victoriously against sin we must
cast down every	that rears its head
against the	

11. Why should we wake up to righteousness and
stop sinning?

12. Paul said that if he had "all faith" and "all
knowledge," he would still be poor if lacking a
certain substance . What was that substance?

13 . Complete the verse : "	puffeth up,
but	edifieth ."

14 . How did Paul describe the unfathomable depths
of God's knowledge?

15 . Complete the verse : "For the earth shall be filled
with the	of the	of the
LORD, as the waters cover the sea ."

16 . A prophecy relating to knowledge at the time of
the end	

17. Who said and of whom, "they are wise to do evil,
but to do good they have no knowledge"?

18 . How did God promise to meet the spiritual needs
of His people?

19. What does the prophet Isaiah say about the avail-
ability of knowledge in the new age?

20. It was prophesied of Christ that six kinds of spirits
would rest upon Him . What are they?

(Answers on page 22)
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QUEST!

"Why are we going to have more trouble when
Christ returns? Will you please explain the Scrip-
ture, Daniel 12:1?"

The prophet Daniel reveals that "a time o f trouble,
such as never was since there was a nation" will happen
simultaneously with the time when "Michael [stands] up,
the great prince which standeth for the children of thy peo-
ple ." From the context, we identify this standing up of
Michael as the second advent of Christ, for the Prophet
says that it is the time of the resurrection (verse 2), also
the time when the righteous shall be rewarded with
deliverance and immortality and the wicked will be con-
demned to "shame and everlasting contempt" (verse 2) .
From other passages of Scripture we learn that the time
of Jesus' second advent is the time when He comes to
recompense His servants (Isa . 40 :10, 1 Peter 5 :4, 2 Timo-
thy 4:8), which is also the time of the resurrection (Luke
14:14, John 5 :28-29 ; 1 Thess . 4:16-17) .

Why will the coming of Christ precipitate "a time of
trouble, such as never was since there was a nation"? There
are several reasons .

1) The ruling authorities will not willingly relinquish
their power and authority to another, even to One who
is backed by Divine authority . From the book of Revela-
tion we learn that they will take up arms against Him .
"These shall make war with the Lamb Jesus Christ the
Kingj" (Rev. 17 :14; see also Rev . 19 :19) .

2) The merchants of the world will be ready to fight
to save their lucrative (and illicit) money interests . Just
think of the billions of dollars worth of business being
done today that will be immediately outlawed under
Christ's new order . Think of the money being spent for
alcoholic beverages, cigarettes and cigars, useless toys,
cosmetics and high fashion interests . Add the vast rev-
enues generated by amusement and entertainment cen-
ters, professional sports and entertainment media (TV,
video, motion-picture and stage) . Add the multiplied
revenues from casinos and gambling establishments,
illicit drug trafficking, pornography and organized
crime. When all these industries are immediately forced
to halt operations, imagine the worldwide howl that
will be heard! The Revelator pictured all of this mer-
chandising as "Babylon," and describes her fall propheti-
cally in these words : "And the merchants of the earth shall
weep and mourn over her; for no man buyeth their merchan-
dise any more" (Rev. 18 :11) .

3) Another reason for the time of trouble will be
widespread resistance to the new laws . These laws will
affect every aspect of personal, social, economic and reli-
gious life for everyone on earth . And the law will be uni-
versally known and universally enforced. We read : "the
law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the Lord from
Jerusalem" (Mic . 4:2) . No error, sin, immorality, indecen-
cy, dishonesty or any type of misconduct will escape
notice at any level . Best of all, the administration of jus-
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Why More Trouble?
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tice will be swift and always right ; for those in authority
will be able to read the heart .

The new government will "rule them with a rod of
iron," and to people accustomed to democracy and free
thought, this type of authority will not be popular . "Let
us break their chains," they cry, "and free ourselves from
this slavery" (Ps . 2:3, NLT) . They will be ready to fight for
their "rights ." But they will quickly learn that the law is
stronger than their resistance. They will be faced with
an ultimatum : submit, or perish (Rev. 14 :7) .

The result will be the battle of Armageddon, but its
outcome is predetermined : "The Lamb shall overcome
them: for lie is Lord of lords, and King of kings : and they
that are with him are called, and chosen, and faith fid" (Rev .
17:14). Will any escape the fierceness of this conflict?
All who turn to God will be delivered, as the prophet
Joel forecast : "And it shall come to pass, that whosoever
shall call on the name of the Lord shall be delivered : for in
mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the
Lord hath said, and in the remnant whom the Lord shall
call" (Joel 2:32) .

The prophet Joel describes this time when "the Lord
also shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from
Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake." But
he, too, assures the safety of those serving God : "But the
Lord will be the hope of his people, and the strength of the
children of Israel" (Joel 3 :16) .

•

	

Every Eye Shall See Him?

"I've been wondering: When Jesus comes and all eyes
see Him, why will so many refuse to believe it is He or
believe in Him? Then this thought carne to mind . Dur-
ing these days of high technology and science fiction, it
is no wonder that when Jesus does come down from
heaven, people will still not believe what they see . They
will think (just because really down deep the evil is in
control of them) that His appearance is some kind of
scientific put-on or experiment. They believe more in
men's knowledge and technology than in the Bible ."

You have made several valid observations . Human
nature is human nature in every age and in every situa-
tion, and people are people . And just about all of them
have some traits in common: They do not like to
acknowledge a higher authority that can tell them what
to do, they do not like to submit to law, even though it
may be for their own good ; and they do not like to
change their pattern of life . Add to this natural dislike
for authority the present situation, where most people
have knowledge of some kind of science fiction, or "sci-
entific put-on," as you call it, and it really is not strange
that when Jesus comes people will not believe what they
see. They have seen so much which appeared to be real
but which they knew to be false, and they will likely
conclude that Jesus is just another hero of fiction .

21
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There is another fact here, to
which you allude: that it is easier
for the human race to trust their
own technology and their own
knowledge than to trust God and
His written Word . So the fact that
God, or His representatives, or
angels, testify that something is
true will do little to impress most
people .

Jesus illustrated our inborn ten-
dency to reject authority in His
parable of the nobleman who went
into a far country "to receive for
himself a kingdom, and to return ."
Before he departed, he divided his
goods among his ten servants, with
the command, "Occupy till I come ."
The immediate reaction of the ser-
vants was, "We will not have this
man to reign over us" (Luke
19 :11-14) .

Jesus described the same human
resistance when He said of
Jerusalem, "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem,
which killest the prophets, and stonest
them that are sent unto thee; how
often would I have gathered thy chil-
dren together, as a hen cloth gather her
brood under her wings, and ye would

ANSwu s To QulsrioNS ON PAGE 20

Joy and Rejoicing
1 . Jeremiah (chap . 15:16) .
2 . A spirit of joy and rejoicing before the Lord

(Deut . 16:10-11) .
3 . Hannah, when she lent young Samuel to the Lord

"for as long as he liveth" (1 Sam . 1 :28 ; 2 :1) .
4 . "So they brought the ark of God, and set it in the midst of

the tent that David had pitched for it" (1 Chron . 16:1) .
5 . King David when he gave Solomon the plans for

building the temple . They gave gold, silver, brass,
iron, and precious stones (1 Chron 29) .

6 . The laying of the foundation of the temple after the
captivity (Ezra 3:11-12) . The older people who had
known the glory of the first temple were sad, the
younger people rejoiced .

7 . "The triumphing of the wicked is short, and the joy
o f the hypocrite but for a moment" (Job 20:5) .

8 .

	

Of Jesus (Ps . 16 :9) .
9 . "Let thy priests be clothed with righteousness ; and

let thy saints shout for joy" (Ps . 132 :9) .
10. "And the ransomed o f the LORI) shall return, and

come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon
their heads : they shall obtain joy and gladness, and
sorrow and sighing shall flee away" (Isa . 35:10) .

11. Isaiah (Isa. 55:12) .

Knowledge Comes First
1 . Hosea (4 :6) : "My people are destroyed for lack of

knowledge . "
2 . Isaiah said it first (54:13), Jesus quoted it (John 6:45) .

not!' (Luke 13 :34) ."Ye would not"-
they turned away the help they
could have had .

The prophet Jeremiah saw the
same trait in the Israelite people .
The Lord commanded, "Ask for the
old paths, where is the good way, and
walk therein, and ye shall find rest for
your souls." But what was their
response? "We will not walk therein"
(Jer . 6:16-17) . When the Lord said,
"Obey my voice, and I will be your
God, and ye shall be my people," we
read of the Israelites that "they hear-
kened not, nor inclined their ear,
but. . . went backward, and not for-
ward" (Jer . 7:23-26) .

With such an attitude when
there is no outside aggressor, can we
imagine how people will feel to see
someone taking control of them
right before their eyes? Surely there
will he resistance, severe resistance,
that will lead quickly to the battle
of Armageddon. In their view, the
solution is to conquer the new
usurper. But they will quickly learn
that such tactics are impossible, that
God knows what He is doing, and
that His agents will win .
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3 . Jesus replied, "I spike openly to the world ; I ever
taught in the synagogue, and in the temple"
(John 18:19-20) .

4 . 2 Pet . 1 :3, "all things that pertain unto life and
godliness [comet through the knowledge of him that
hath called us to glory and virtue."

5 . 2 Pet . 1 :5, "knowledge ."
6 . They were never able to come "to the knowledge of the

truth" (2 Tim . 3 :7) .
7 . wisdom, and spiritual understanding (Col . 1 :9) .
8 . By reading (Eph . 3 :4) .
9 . He was "nude in speech, yet not in knowledge"

(2 Cor . 11 :6) .
10. imagination, knowledge of God (2 Cor . 10:4-5) .
11 . Because some do not have the knowledge of God

(1 Cor . 15 :34) .
12 . Charity, or love (1 Cor . 13 :2) .
13. "Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth" (1 Cor . 8 :1) .
14. Rorn . 11 :33, "0 the depth of the riches both of the

wisdom and knowledge o f God! how unsearchable
are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!"

15. "For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge o f the
glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea" (Hab . 2 :14) .

16. "Knowledge shall be increased" (Dan . 12:4) .
17 . Jeremiah said it of disobedient Israel (Jer . 4:22) .
18. "1 will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall

feed you with knowledge and understanding." (Jer. 3:15) .
19. "And wisdom and knowledge shall be the stability of

thy times, and strength of salvation" (Isa . 33:6) .
20. "The spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit

of counsel and might, the spirit o f knowledge and o f
the fear o f the LORD" (Isa . 11 :2) .
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Thou, to Whose all-searching sight
The darkness shineth as the light,
Search, prove my heart, it pants for Thee,
0 burst these bonds, and set it free!

ash out its stains, refine its dross,
Nail my affections to the cross;
Hallow each thought; let all within
Be clean, as Thou, my Lord, art clean!

if in this darksome wild I stray,
Be Thou my Light, be Thou my Way;
No foes, no violence I fear,
No fraud, while Thou, my God, art near .

hen rising floods my soul o'erflow,
When sinks my heart in waves o f woe,
Jesus, Thy timely aid impart,
And raise my head, and cheer my heart.

aviour, where'er Thy steps I see,
Dauntless, untired, I follow Thee,
0 let Thy hand support me still,
And lead me to Thy holy hill!

i rough and thorny be the way,
My strength proportion to my day;
Till toil, and grief, and pain shall cease
Where all is life, and joy, and peace.

-Selected
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od writes the music of, our lives,. But we must learn the time,
So all our life the melody

Will match the perfect rhyme .

od writes the music of our lives,
And now and then says "Rest ."

He marks the measure and the bar,
We play at His behest.

God writes the music of our lives,
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. 'Tis not without design;
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