


What Does

>

Uii{]liUlH1L‘|}'. this Is not the most commonly
asked question in the world. More nearly qualifving
for first place is, “What do you think?" But the prob-
lem with that is that you are human, just as | am,
and what you think or what [ think is just as incon-
sequential and non-authoritative as what the next
human being mav think

What God thinks is a very different matter.

Why worry about what God thinks ol us? Because
in His hands is the ultimate destiny of every living
thing. On Him we depend for every breath, every
drop of water, every heartbeat.

Does God think? The Bible tells us that He does
As surely as Gisd exists, He is a thinking being. We
coertainly could not conceive of a non-thinking
being ordering the vast reaches of the universe, con-
trolling and directing the course of billions of gatax-
ies each having billlons of stars. If we think our little
abligations requite thought, what about God's!

And His thoughts are much more than fleeting
fancies or passing whims, These are His own words,
recorded by His prophet Jeremiah: “For I know the
thougiits that T think foward you, saith the Lord™ (Jer.
29:11). This verse tells us two things: God thinks
about us, and He knows what He thinks!

But there is something else that s remarkable
about God's thoughts. "I know,® He says, “the
thoughts that I think toward you.” God has thoughts
toward us, poor little creatures of dust that we are,
He thinks, and He thinks toward us! Can we Imag-
ine what this means? Can we imagine the content
of those thoughts toward us—on our behalf?

This is the question that should concern us: What
are God’s thoughts toward me? Are they, In the
words of the Prophet, thoughts of good and not of
evil, to give me a future and a hope (Jer. 29:11)7 Are
those thoughts planning my reward? Are they armang-
ing what can be mine il | meet His stan-
dard? Or are they thoughts: of
"evil,” as God had toward dis- ¥
obedient lsrael? (Jer. 18:R),

Let us beware ol
blandly assuming that
all  God's  thoughts
toward us are automati-

oward us, we ourselves

are the framers of

can Imagine what some of those thoughts are—and
they are not all commending. Toward disobedient
Israel God had thoughts of punishment and judg-
ment. And if we are disobedient, His thoughts toward
us will be of the same.

I'here is an ever present danger of being
deceived by misreading the Divine mind, as
though it were a reflection of our own. To properly
percelve God's thoughts, we must be honest in our
reading of His Word, open in our examining of our
hearts, and sincére in our desire to get the facts.
Imagining that He thinks us better than we are will
ot change either His mind or the facts. And
believing that what He thinks does not matter will
not change the consequences of His thoughts
toward us

Yes, it Is comforting that God thinks toward us,
that with the cares of the universes in His infinite
mind, He yét has room for thoughts about us. Bul
let us take His thoughts toward us more seriously;
for whatever He thinks toward us, we ourselves are
the architect of those thoughts. We ourselves have
designed them by the way we live

And God's thoughts toward us are the prelude to
His actions. If we kmow what He thinks concerning
us we know how He intends to act toward us. God's
thinking Is not the idle contemplation of the
philasopher; it is the action plan of the command-
ing general. We forget this when we are so anxious
about what the world will think of us and se Indif-
ferent about God's thoughts toward us.

God's thoughts are true and wise and good. I,
therefore, we can know God's thoughts about any-
thing. we shall see the thing in lts true light. Our
thoughts are blinded by prejudice, colored by passion,
limited by our ignorance, broken, fragmented, per-
verted. God's only are clear and perfect as His truth.

Ihe next time we are contemplating

whether a certaln thing is right or

wrong, Instead of speculating

what others’ opinions may

-~ be, let us ask ourselves in

all seriousness, “What
does God think?”

Because He Enows

cally  beneficent. Being o e And by what He knows
realistic and knowing how "'u:lf_'" Ihlﬂl_; iI-‘ we will be judged and
far short we naturally fall of ) rewarded

mecting God's standard, we certainly Eternally. -



Cm
od Is a mighty Creator,
Expansion is His everlasting pur-
pose. “Kpown uoto Jie gre all His

wirks from the Beginning of création™

{Acts 15:18). He formed the earth
to be inhabited. But He did not
plan that it should be perpetually
desecrated by gangsters, drug push-
ers, alcoholics, criminals, and
immoral, wicked peaple of all
shades and pgrades. He deslpned i
for a righteous, holy, peacé-loving

o

people, The Psalmist declares; “The
rigteons shall tnherit the land, g
dwell therein for ever”™ (Ps, 37:29),
I'he great Creator has planned to
fill the earth with His glory. That
was His purpose in arranging its
creation. It is not His purpose that
the earth should ultimately be
destroved, or that it should forever
be under the heel of tyranny, or
mismanaged by irresponsible
rulers, It is His purpose that our
planet should be inhabited by wor-
thy mortals with whom He can
share His munificence, and upon
whom He can bestow  limitless
blessings, "For thus saith the Lord

that created the héeavens; God himself

that formed the earth and made 18 he
created it not i vairs, he formed i o
be imhibited” (1sa. 45:18).

The prophet Daniel projects the
happy culmination of God's plan
for the varth in these words: “Amd

“HETHER WE BELIEVE OR NOT,
WHETHER WE PREPARE FOR IT OR NOT,
FHE DAY OF THE LORD WILL COME.
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the kingdom arnd domision, ad the
greatness of the Kingdom under the
whole heaven, shall be given to the
people of the saints of e most High,
whose Kingdom is an everlasting kiing-
dom, amd all dominions shafl serve
dred oy him”™ (Dan. 7:27).

It s Gaonl's purpose that lrrespon-
sihle government shall cedse;

“Behold, o kivig shall reign frn right-
eotsiess, amd princes shoall rule in
judgrment.” =T will also make thy offi-
cers: peace, and thine
exaictors  righteons-
ness, Vielence shall
s more e Beard in
thy o, wasting mor
destriction  within
thy  borders™  (lsa.
32:1; 60:17-18}.
Ihe second advent
of Jesus is the event
that will initiate all
these wonderful changes, and that
is o major part of God’s plan for the
earth and mankind, Jesus said He
was going away, and He promised
His anxious disciples that He would
return. Dwuring the lorty days
between His  resurmection  and
ascension, He met with His loyal
followers a number of times, as
Luke tells us in the Adts of the
Apostles:  “In my  former  Book,
Theophilus, | wrote about all - that
fesus began to do amd to teach wuntil
the day fie was taken up to heaven,
dfter giving instructions through the
Huoly Spivit to the apostles he had cho-
sen. After his suffering, e showed
himsell” to these men and gave many
convinging proofs that he was alive.
He appeared to them over a period of
forty days amd spoke about the King-
dirn of God® (Acts 1:1=3, NIV),

On one occasion Jesus was in the
temple, and as someone spoke

about the temple, “how it wus
diforred with goodly stones aid gifts,”
He took occasion to reveal to His
disciples what lay in the near future,
and before He finished He gave a
preview of what should befall
carth’s inhabitants at the time of
His second coming. And when He
was alone with His disciples, His dis-
ciples asked Him, “Tell ns; when will
this happers, and what will be the sign
o vour cowming and of the end of the
age?” iMam 24:3). His answer,
recorded In both Matthew 24 and
Luke 21, is of special interest o us
who are living in the [ast days, near
the time when the final phase of His
prophecy will be fulfilled

Short Range Prophecies

As a short range prophecy. lesus
told them of the destruction of
their temple. Not one stone should
be left upon another that should
not be thrown down (Luke 21:6).
Deceivers should arise saying. they
were Christ; they should noet go
after them (v. 8). Then He men-
tions some events that have hap-
pened over and over in earth's
story—there should be wars and
rumors of wars, lamines, pesti-
lences, earthquakes; “se¢ tuat ye be
naf troubled,” He satd. Don't be ter-
rified, don’t be panic-stricken, for
these things will happen, but “the
eril Is not by and Iv® or “the end is
not vet® (Luke 21:9; Matt. 24:6). His
followers would be forced to suffer
persecution at the hands of their
enemies for His name’s sake; and
be hated of all men (Matt. 24:9)
Iheir city Jerusalem should be coms-
passed with armies and destroved
Fhere should be great distress in
the land and wrath upon the peo-
ple, “Arud they shall foll by the edge of
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the sword, ard shall be led away cap-
thve frto all nattons: amd ferwsalem
shadl be trodden downe of the Gentiles,
until the Hmes of the Gentiles be ful-
filleed™ (Luke 21:24).

It all happened, just as Jesus had
foretold,

The Longer Range Prophecics

I'hen spanning many centuries He
predicted some of the very things
that have taken place in the world
during recemt years and are taking
place at the moment. “Amd Hiere
shall be signs in the sun, and in the
maon, and i e stars"—the greater
powers of earth and their lomi-
naries—"and wpon the carth distress
of nations, with perpilexity; the seq
and the waves roariing; men's hearts
faiting them for féar, and for looking
after those things which are coming an
Hie partiy; for the powers of heaven
shall be shaken” (Luke 21:25-26).

This last prediction (the sea and
the waves roaring) has been ful-
filled in our time beyond our abili-
ty to imagine even a decade ago.
Probably the greatest single cause
of fear in our world todav is the
ever present threat of violence, Or
perhaps, with the recent reports
from Irag, it is a fear of the destruc-
tive potential of biological weapons
in the hands of a ruthless dictator
such as Saddam Hussein, who is
now reported 1o have sufficient
quarntity to destroy all life on earth.
It is a danger from which no one
feels totally safe.

Then there are the lears caused
by the enormous power of illegal
drug traffickers worldwide, which
are heavily armed and utterly with-
out scruple. The drug industry is, in
the words ol one reporter, mtro-
ducing a level of wvielence never
before known. And we cannot for-
get the horrors of civil war in many
areas of the globe, along with racial
tenslons, terrorism, and under-
ground crime—can anyone deny
the vivid fulfillment of the prophe-
¢y that the hearts of thinking men
and women are indeed " faifing them
for fear™?

But Jesus had one more prophecy
in this passage which we must not
averlook: “the powers of heaven shall
be shaken.” What heavens are shak-
en? The political powers of earth,

The Believer's Attitude: Don't
Fear

In the midst of all this, what should
be the attitude of the believer? Jesus
followed His forecast of fear with
the prediction of His personal
return: “And then shall they see the
Son of man coming @0 o clowd with
power and great stoee, Awd when these
thirgs begin to come (o pass, then fook
wf, and W g vour hededs; for your
redemption draweth nigh™ (vs, 27-28),

“As It Was In The Days of Noah”
Let us consider some other God-
given signs and predictions of His
coming.

In' Luke 17:26-27,
fesus  loretold  the
state mankind
would be in at His
coming, and curremnt
conditions  fit  His
prediction with
astounding accuracy,
This passage reads in

the New Living
Translation: "When
the Som of  Man

retiirns, Hee world will be like the peo-
ple were in Noaht's day. In those days
hefore the flood, the people enfoyed
banquets and  parties and  weddings
right up to the tme Noal entered his
Boat and e flood come o destray
e all.”

Individuals and nations today go
about thejr daily lives with ne
theught of Divine intervention. In
the days ot Noah, the antediluvian
world were warned through the
preaching of Noah, yet were unbe-
lieving. For 120 vears Noah warned
of the approach of the flood, but
they refused to be alerted or to
change their course of life. Just so
today God is warning through His
Waord, but the majority go heed-
lessly along, pursuing the normal
course of life, with no thought of
God or the future. And so they will
continue until the day God's judg-
ments descend upon  them
LINAWAres.

Isatah foretold the coming judg-
ments of God in the following
words: “Belold, the Lord coieth ol
of his place to pumish the inhabitarts
of the earth for their iniguife™ (Tsa.
26:21), Daniel foretold a "tinve of
trowble, such gy never was since tiere

J
AN WE DOUBT FOR A MOMENT
THE DIVINE INSPIRATION BEHIND
THESE PROPHECIES THAT 50
ACCURATELY DESCRIBE OUR DAY?

Wiy ¢ pation even fo that same Hoe®
([Pan. 12:1). The prophet Malachi
pictures the judgments upon the
wicked as [ollows: “Far, behold, the
dany: comreth, that shall o as an
averz and all the provd, vea, and all
that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and
the day that cometh shall burn them
tfl, seith the Lord of Hosts, St it shall
feave: them neither cogd moe branch”
iMal, 4:1). And Jesus Himsell said:
“Watch ve thierefore, amd pray always,
that ye may be accounted worthy to
escape all these things that shall come
tin s, artd to stand before the Son of
man ™ (Luke 21:36).

Then Jesus continues in Luke
17:28, “And the world will be as it wis
i the davs of Let, Prople wernt aboul
their daily busivess—eating and drink-
ing, buying and selling, farming and
butlding—until the morning Lot left
Sodom. Then fire and burming sulfur
rained down  from hemven  and
destroped them all, Yes, it will be “husi-
ness s dsual’ right up to the hour
when the Son of Man retums” (vs,
28-30, NLT). The people of Sodom
were also blind to approaching
doom. They were unsuspecting. The
warning of Lot was received with
disdain; he seemed to his sons-in-
faw “as one that mocked,” Sodom to
be destroved at the rising of the
morning sun? Nonsense! The sun
never set more  beauttful;  the
evening sky was peaceful and
serene. God would not overthrow
such a beautiful city of homes and
landscapes and gardens: The old
man probably meant all right, but
he was unduly frightened.

Is not this the attitude today?
Only the smallest minority are
aware of approaching Divine inter-
vention, with its inevitable destiuc-
tionn of life, and are making a
sincere effort to escape. That, too, s
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i sign of Christ’s coming, for “even

thtes shall it be when the Son of man

is revealed.”

Yet another parallel exists
between our modern world and
Sodom: the sin of immorality. The
most vivid evidence of this fact is
the Aids virus, the first cases of
which were identifled in 1982,
Now the number of cases is esti-
mated at 10 to 20 million world-
wide, and spreading in epldemic

(/ﬁ ANY MOMENT GOD WILL

BREAK INTO HUMAN HISTORY AND
REVERSE ITS GODLESS FLOW.

proportions, The U5, Neéws has
called it a disease "devilishly mold-
ed to the times,"” fiercely revealing
the pgays, prostitutes and intra-
venous-drug abusers, It is estimated
that 2.3 million died of AIDS in
1997, a SO Increase over 1996.
And now innocent children are
being born infected, all because
immoral persons refuse to reform.
It is a definite sign of the last days.
Now those who desire to feed on
the low and vile can have the very
worst in the privacy of their own
home—through television, video
and the internet, Uncontrolled ani-
mil nature is running wild—it is a
curse for which there is no reme-

dy—outside the coming of Christ,

Perilous Times

We find ourselves today in 2 maost
dangerous and difficult time, a time
when, as the apostle wrote, it is
very difficall to e ow Christian” (2
Tim. 3:1, TLB). We find ourselves in
a society to which we do not
belong, and we face the continual
problem of remaining true to God
in the midst of an unbelicving
world. Is there today any word
from the Lord for us at such a time
as this?

Thank God, there is! God hos
spaken especially fir us. He has spo-
ken in regard to the time in which
we live. Will we llsten and believe,

taking God at His word, and
respond accordingly?

One Scripture-applicable to these

last days, so accurate that it faltly
screams its message, is the forecast
of Paul recorded in 2 Timothy 3.
(New Living Translation);

“Your should also kreow this, Timo-
thy, that in the last days there will be
very difficult times. For people will love
only themselves and their money. They
will be boastful and prowd, scoffing at
Grond, disobedient to their parents, and

ungratefil, They will

consider nofiting
sacred. They will be
urloving and  unfor-
giving: they will slan-
der others anid have
no self-control: they
will be cruel and have
e dnderest I what s
good.  They  will
Betray’ their  friemds,
by reckless, be puffed up with pride,
and love pleasure rather than God.
They will act as if they are religious,
but they will reject the power that could
ke them godly. You must stay away
fromm people like that* (vs. 1-5).

A careful study of this passage
will reveal it to be a source of guid-

ance, Instruction and encourage--

ment for us as we await the soon
arrival of our Lord. Let us examine
it statement by statement.

You Swovip Arso Kxow Tmis,

Introductory words such as these

emphasize the importance of the
message that follows, We lose some

of the affirmativeriess when trans-

lating from the Greek into the Eng-
lish language. Our language Is more
casual, less demanding. “Wake up!
Know this! In addition to what | have
just told vou, abserb this also into
vour minds and keep it there!™ The

Greek word ginosko here indicates.

that this is knowledge that affects a
bellever in a personal manner.

At Ehrist's fitst advent, this reve-
latlon was given through Christ to
Paul regarding the character of the
times and the character of men in
the last days. If this revelation is a

description of today, then we are

living on the threshold of some
nineteen hundred years of God’s
silence, If this be true, then earth’s
long dark night is almost over, The
day is ready to break. We have

every reason to expect God to break
into human history at any moment
and reverse its godless flow,

Tuar N rue Last Days, The
key word here Is eschatos (es-khat'-
oce), which generally means the
last of a series. of events. Actually,
the term “last duys™ was used by
the aposties to apply 1o a period of
time that began with the first
advent of Jesus. As soon as Christ
came, they were in the “last diys”
because the period of fulfillment
had begun and would go on until
completed at His second advent. As
the author of Hebrews wrote
(1:1-2, NIV}, “In the past God spoke
ter our forefathers throagh the prophets
at many times ard i various wiays,
Dut in these last days he has spoken to
us by his Son.”

In particular, though, the term
seems o apply most especially to
the final end of the *last days,” the
time just preceding the glorious
return of Christ. As an illustration
of the use of the word the lexicon
gives the “lust trurmp” of 1 Corinthi-
ans 15:52, with the following
explanation:  “the frumpet  after
which no other will sound.”

The perlod of time deseribed in 2
Timothy is the time just before God
breaks His long silence and ushers
in His new Kingdom., And what
does Paul say about this time?

Pernovs Tives Saan Come
The word “perilons™ comes from the
iGreek word chafepos which means
harsh, severe, savage, as used in 2
Timothy 4:1. “Times” is the word
used to translate chronos (Khron's
os), a plural form which denotes a
particular period. A better render-
ing might be “Harsh, severe and sav-
age periods shall come.” Do we not
see just such a time today, a world
filled with peril? And it is destined
to be this way until Christ returms.

From the wording, it is also quite
evident that the perils of these last
days are related to the godless char-
acter of men.

For Peorie Wi Love Owpy
Tuesmservis. This phrase does nol
speak of an isolated few but of a
widely prevailing attitude or condi-
tion during the last days. Philautos
ifil-ow-tos) in the Greek means
self-lovers. It designates selfishness;
a satisfying of one’s own comiorts,




pleasures and advantages while dis-
regarding others, even at their
expense. Do we not see this atti-
tude évervwhere today, in the craze
for comfort, pleasure and persinal
advantage—often to the total disre-
gard of others’ needs or inlerests?

Selfishness places many mar-
riages under extreme stress. Nor do
some parents care for their chil-
dren as they should, so wrapped
up are they in their own seclfish
desires. Child abuse, ¢ven te the
point of death, occurs at a rate of
several per day—more than a mil-
lion cases of child abuse were
investigated last yvear,

The divorce rate is another indi-
cator. of the seffishness of our
times. Very rare is the family not
affected by @ broken home, divorce
or re-marriage. And the situation is
even worse than statistics reflect
because of the now socially accept-
ed option: of living together out-
sice the bonds of marrage. It is
part of the so-Called “new free-
dom," but the result is a frightful
breakdown of family life and an
unstable  social  environment,
Recently a grade school “room
mother” reported on a survey she
had made of her child’s second-
grade class, and only 5 of the 29
children in the class were living in
4 traditional mother-father-child
situation. Do we wonder that the
voung suffer trom a lack of guid-
ance and securlty?

Mext follows this statement:
Peorre Wit Love ONcy.. THEIR
Money. Plilarguros (fil-ar'-goo-ros)

is the Greek word meaning money
lovers, Tt speaks of those who have
avid desires For money. Some call i
drive, ambition, zéal; but it is just a
cover up for what it really is—
sreed. Witniess the money scandals
uncovered almost daily in govern-
ment and in business. The present
day MaHta 15 alse an example of
rapacious persons who  kill and
maim. 1o get money and have no
fecling even if Innocent victims are
caught in the cross fire. The current
gambling craze is
also fueled by the
love of money.
Money is felt by [
many to be the
ultimate good, yel
those who get it
are often the most

dissatistied.
THey Wi Be
Boastivr, The Greek word for

boastful s alazomes, and means
empty pretenders, boasters, showy,
It s the spirit of "Keeping up with
the Joneses” which is so strong
today that advertisers use it as a kev
selling technique. Today's genera-
tien of young people have been
called the "Gimme Generation,” a
trait they have leamed from their
elders. “Get all you can while you
can” s the dnving instinct of mul-
titudes.

AND Proun. Huperapfumoi
(thoop-er-av'fan-oi) means appear-
ing above others, haughty. This is
defined as having “an overweening
estimate of one'’s means or merits,”
even to despising others or treating

them with contempt. Compare the
attitude of many of our govern-
ment leaders today with that of our
country's founding fathers, such as
George Washington and Abraham
Lincoln who gratefully and openly
acknowledged their dependence on
Gioud

Tuey Wi Bre Scorang AT
Gop, The equivalent in the Greek is
blasphicmoi which means speaking
evil, slanderous; reproachful, rail-
g, abusive. Other translations

HESE THINGS ARE WRITTEN
TO WARN US AGAINST
DESPONDENCY AND INDECISION.

[T

render the term “abusive,” “revil-
ers.” This practice 15 seen repeatedly
in politics, also in competitive
sports, where the contestant will,
do almest anything to win, It is
also prevalent among career men
and women seeking promotions. It
is visible, too, in the competitive
efforts of company against com-
pany. Principle Is set aside, 1f only

one ¢an outde his competitor.
Anpuvsive alsoapplies to the use—
or misuse—of language. A hall cen-
tury ago bad language was confined
primarily to the lgwer element of
socicty. Swearing and the use of
four-letter words was not tolerated
among so-called “decent” persens,
Today such language is used com-
fCartimued on page 15)

for sunset and dawn,

)
/'omf, we thiank You for this new day which you hove made; for light and dark,

We thank You that You hove made us as we are.
We thank you for hands to work and feet to walk;
For eyes to see and ears to hear;
For minds to think and plan, for memories to remember, and hearts to love.
We thank You for those who today will teach us,

For thase who will help us,
And for those on whose strength we may rely and fram whose experience we

may draw fo do our work and salve our problems,

ond bond to Him. Awen,

We thank You for those whaose lives give glory o You,

And who by their example encourage others to seek You,

Above all we thank You far the life and example of Your Son, Christ Jesus.
Grant that all through today we may never forget our duty




Famiy Mariensy

A Sunday Afternoon Talk from
“SUNDAY REAINMNG o i Youss "—1887

Robin. “It's kind of you, Master Frank—very Kind—ito
come and read to me, 1 never was much of a schol-
ar, and now; my eyes are getting dim.’

Frapk, ‘But 1 like 1o come, Mr, Robin; and what shall |
read?’

Rabin. "Why, anything yvou please; you can’t go wrong
in the Lord’s Book, lad. There isn't a single chapter
in it that | shouldn’t care to hear, unless it is some
of the lists of names; and like enough there's teach-
ing in them, too, IFf we only understood how to find
it.!

Frank, "Well, | likeé the stories best, Mr. Robin,”

Robin, "Ay, Master Frank?! Well, so the voung folks do;
and, indeed, 1 like them myself, lad. Why, there's
no story-book like the Bible after alll Sisera, and
Gideon, and Joshua, And what about Duavid and
Galiath!"

Frank. ‘Oh, Mr. Robin, | do like those stories! And 1 do
s0 want to be a soldier, and they won't let me!”

Hobin. “Won't let vou, Master Frank! But didn't the
Squire himself have your name put down long ago
on the Captain's muster-roll?’

Frark, '1 don't think he ever did, Mr. Robin. He says |
am the only son and must not go and leave him
and mother.’

Rubin, ‘But 1 was there, and | heard vou ‘listed for one
of the Lord's own soldiers. "The Lord is a Man of
war," you know, lad.'

Frank, "Oh, but | mean a regl soldier; Mr. Robin, | wamt
to fight, and win battles, and take towns,,.."

Robin. ‘Ah, wait a minute, Master Frank. It's a fine
thing, maybe, to take a town,—I could tell vou
about one | saw taken, and when I saw all the mis-
ery of the women and the poor little bairns |
changed my mind a bit. But you fum over the
Book, lad, and read the thirty-second verse of the
sixteenth of Proverbs,'

Frank. *"He that is slow to anger is better than the
mighty, and he that ruleth his spirit than he that
taketh a city.” But, Mr. Robin, it's grand to go to
battle, and there doesn’t seem anything grand
about giving up one's own way.'

Robin, ‘And which do you think is hardest, Master
Frank?’

Frank was siient,

Robin, "There's Geveral SeF for you to fight. He's got a
whole army of Tempters under him, and some fine
officers to help him, There's Carmam Amaib-T0-BE-
LavGHED-AT, and Cartam WaNT-MY-OwN-waAY, and
Major Like-to-pe-prst, Did you ever fight any of
those gentry, lad?’

Frank, 'Indeed, T am afraid Carram WanT-My-0wN-wAY
is the best soldier of them all, Mr, Robin—the hard-
est to fight.

Robin. 'Ay, | think vou're not far wrong, lad. Shall | tell
you how he and | had a sore battle in my young
days, and how he beat me, lad, and left a wound
that 1'll never quite get over?

1 was a laddle as you are now, lad, tall and
strong for my age, and the one comfort of my
mother’s old age. Well, the sergeant came to our
village, with white ribbons flying, and ready to treat
any one of us at the “Blue Lion.” "Here's fine food
for powder!” says he, and clapped me on the back.
“What, ladl™ says he, “those shoulders getting
round with following the plough! Follow the drinn,

| L

my lad; be a man, and not a clodhopper!

‘1 didn’t like to be called a clodhopper, and when
the other lads jeered and said, “he go for a soldier?
He's tied too firm to mammy's apron-string,” the
hot blood rose up in my face, Master Frank.

"“He a brave lad!" savs the sergeant; and the
enemy whispered, “They will all laugh at you.” |
was a coward, and WanT-My-OwWnN-way and AFRALD-
To-BE-LAvGHED-AT beat me. | told myself my mother
would cry for a bit, and then be proud of me, and |
would come home fine with my medals and my
glory! Ay, and Puor, that's another enemy, he whis-
pered how all the people in the village would come
to look up to me when | came home so grand,

‘Well, I went, and in a month | was out in the
Crimea. There was fighting indeed! And as [ lay in
the trenches before Sebastopol 1 had time to think,
and when | dozed off | used to seem to see my
mothet’s face, pale, and thin, and sad, as [ fancied it
must be when her only son had gone off and never
sald so much as good-bye. Ay, they called me a




brave soldier, but in my heart | knew [ was a cow-

ard—I was too much of a coward te go and ask her
blessing before | started!

‘I was wounded, Master Frank. | was taken to the
hospital at Scutari. There 1 lay between life and
death, and when [ got a bit better a Kind nourse
wrote home [or me. Ah, but it was too laté then!’

Two great tears gathered in the old soldier's dim
eyes and ran down his wrinkled cheeks. 'Tt's many a
vear since | cried; but it comes back fresh-like to me
now, When | was well at last and the war over and |
got a furlough, I went down to the old place. She

——————
e

I

wasn't theré, An untidy woman came scolding to
the door when | knocked, and said il | wanted the
person I was asking for I'd better go to the church-
vard. She slammed the deor in my face. Well, well, I
won't try to tell vou how 1 felt.

"That, Master Frank, was instead of the glory |
thought of coming back to.'

Frank. 'That was sad for vou, Mr, Robin.’
Robin, ‘Too late's always a sad word, lad. Well, Master

Frank, don't forget this, there's no sormow mixed
with the joy of the Lord’s soldiers, who have fought
the good fight and won the crown of life.' a
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WORK ETHICS WIN

. \I
; _[_f ost homeowners loday have experienced the dismay of
W hiring a woerker who proved to be incompetent. Whether the task
was to fix some plumbing, or repair the reof, or install a new tele-
phone system, all too common is the element of dissatistaction.

What is the problem? Surely there are exceptions, but the cham-

pions of competence and service seem to be disappearing from the
workaday world as more and meore workers are more concerned with
higher wages and benefits from the job than with thoroughness and
quality of their work,

In this area, as in every other area of life, Christians have the
opportunity te show their distinguished difference.

In its earliest days, Christianity brought to the world of work a new
sense of significance and worth. Work was not, as the Greeks had
thought, an evil that ought to be avoided in the interest of contemplat-
ing good, Nor was it to be pushed on to a slave class, The Bible has never
been embarrassed that David was a shepherd, lesus was a carpenter, the
early Disciples were fishermen, and the great Apostle to the Gentiles was
a tentmaker. With patient industry, these devout men so practiced their
special task that they became qualified also to shepherd souls and flish
tor men. Historic Christianity has much to say to us today about glorify-
ing God by doing one’s work well, and that the lowliest service can be
done as unto God (Col, 3:23), For the Christian, the daily job is notl sim-
ply a means of economic survival, indispensable though it be. Most of
all, it is the investing of one’s gifts as a divine stewardship.

The workplace gives the Christian a prime opportunity to show what
difference a sense of Christian responsibility makes. By performing
faithfully one's work as a calling, to the limit of one's ability, the work-
er can show clearly the benefits of his belief in God, It makes him a
better person, more dependable, more conscientious, more commit-
ted, maore teustworthy, maore diligent—simply because above his com-
mitment to emplover or to customers he is committed to God.

Such workmanship pays double benefits, both in this world and in
the world to come, The philosophy that a fast dollar is more impor-
tarit than a good job is an extension of the illusion that we can get
something for nothing. This scheme is not successful in the human
economy, and it certainly will not succeed in the Divine economy,
where every one is guaranteed to receive according to what he has
done (2 Cor, 5:10),

I'he “something for nothing” philosophy, given enough time, will
end up with nothing. d

i |
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o ETERNITY

From ADAM

od has-a plan for Planet Earth. “He greated it vot in

vain,” said the anclemt Prophet (lsa, 45:18), “he
formed it to be inliabited.” He formed it to be ultimately a
perfect and ideal world, filled with His glory (Num. 14:21},
pecple who will eternally enjoy the blessings of health,
happiness and prosperity.

It is the theme of our Lord’s Praver: “Thy Kingdom come.
Thy will be doné fneqrth as it is i heaven” (Matt., 6:10).
Toward this great end God worked in ages past, and He is
still working today.

The author of the book ol Genesis gives in symbolic ple-
ture i long-range view of God's work on earth. His goal
and purpose i a whole new hedvens (new executive pow-
ers) and earth (new populace), a super-race of men and
women fashioned out of the raw material of the old, The
Master Mind behind the plan, the Designer and Executor
of this vast creative project is God Almighiy.

This pian 48 the subject of the entire Bible. It is a plan
that reaches as far as His meroy—"from everlasting o everluast-
ing" (Ps. 103:17-18). It is God's "etermal purpose” (Eph. 3:11).

hen does this work go on, and how long does it take?
The plan has three distinct periods:

1 The 6000-yedr period from Adam to the
Second Advent of Jesus

During this time God seeks individuals to be co-rulers
with His Son In His eternal, finished Kingdom on
earth.

The 1000-year reign of Jesus Christ
(the Millenmnial Era)

During this time God selects and develops those who
will compose the populace of the earth, the millions
and billions of men and women who will fill the earth
with His glory, fesus and His co-rulers will, by spread-
ing the pospel message to the ends of the earth and by
the enforcement of Divine law and werldwide pro-
grams of re-education and reform, create a totally new
soctal order which will bring about universal peace,
justice, prosperity, health and happiness.

The infinite period of Eternity

After the seventh day of Millenmial rest, Earth will
become part of Gods fnished creation (lieaven),
everyone on earth will be immortal; death, sickness,
suffering and sin will be eliminated forever, and
God's will be done on éarth as it is in heaven,

T'he ultimate goal and destiny of history 1s Eternity.

2

This, in swmmary form, Is the message of the chart on

the next page,

Firsr PrASE: 6INN) YEARS

e Genesis allegory describes the ficst phase of God's work
on earth as taking place within six days. At the close of the
sixnth day God stands aside to Inspect the finlshed portion
of His work and pronounces it “very good.”

[ we apply the Bible rule for prophetic time and allow a
thousand vears for each day (2 Pet. 3:8), this makes six
thousand vears of creating time, six thousand years during
which the Creator Is working, At the end of the six days,
God sends His Son to take over the governing of the earth.
{(For a more detailed discassion of this subject, see our
booklet, Gid's Spiritual Creation, )

Thmugh the six thousand yvears, God selects those who will
be co-rulers with His Son. The qualifications are high, and
few are interested. But the Bible tells us of some outstanding
individuals who answered God's call during this time.

Adam. The first o answer God's call lo serve was
Adam. This was nearly six thousand years ago.

Noah. A few centuries later, a God-appolnted “preacher
af rightéousness” named Neah answered God's call, Picture
Noah preaching vear after year, vear after vear, for 100
vears o hardhearted, cold, unbelieving neighbors and
passersby, while he worked untiringly on the ark

Abraham. When the time was right, God called Abra-
ham out al the camfortable land of his birthplace (Ur of
the Chaldees) to sojourn in Canaan. Abraham obeved the
voice of God, and received in return the honorary title
“Father of the Believers,” and the promise that his descen-
dants would be as numberless as the grains of sand on the
seashore: “... in thee shall all nations of the earth be Mlessed.”

Moses. Great Hebrew statesman, lawgiver and leader of
the Israelites from slavery in Egypt to independent, reli-
glous nationhood in Canaan, Moses was one of God's great
leaders,

The Kingdom of Israel

During the earliest days of the existence of the nation, God
arranged that the people should be directly under His rule.
When they disobeyved, He let them fall into the hands of
their enemies, then raised up a deliverer, a human admin-
istrator, called a Judge.

[Yespite the errant behavior of lsrael during these years,
the era produced some great leaders, among them Debo-
rah, Gideon, Jephthal, Samuel. Then the people clamored
for a King, and God granted their request.

King David. The second king of Israel, David extended
the nation of Israel to its furthest boundary and made the
nation strong and God-fearing,

(Contiied on page 141
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(Comtired from page 11)
The Kingdom Divided: Israel and Judah

Within 100 years of its founding, the nation of Israel
had divided into two kingdoms. The history of the divid-
ed kingdoms Is a record ol almost perpetual backsliding,
Al times God raised up prophets to warmn the people to
tum from their evil ways and serve the true and living
G alome. Some of the prophets taught by drama, some
by preaching; some by writing. Elijah was a prophet
who showed openly the great power of God. But the peo-
ple were for the mest part unheeding,

After a few hundred vears, a few revivals, many apos-
tasies, and countless warnings, God allowed wayward
Istael and Judah to be taken Into captivity by a foreign
power (Babwylon) as a punishment for their sins and in
fulfiliment of the words of His prophet |eremiah.

The Time of Captivity

The seventy years of captivity in Babylon produced some
men and women of high quality, among them the naoble
Daniel. Even though living in the king's court, in Babylon
itself, he kept himself undefiled and merted this high com-
mendation from the angel Gabriel: "Daniel, a man greatly
beloved” (Dan. 10:11),

The Time of Restoration

After the Captivity, Cyrus (ruler of Persla, which con-
quered Babylon) issued a decree that the captive Israelites
could return to their homeland. Thousands went back,
under the leadership of Zerubbabel and later Nehemiah,
Life was hard, but this period vielded some notable char-
acters, among them Ezra the scribe, Nehemiah the astute
leader, and the prophets Haggal and Zechariah,

Between the Testaments

A period of 400 plus years separates the close of the Old
Testament record from the birth of Christ. About these
vears we know nothing, except that at s end there were
faithful believers waiting and ready for the Messiah.

Landmark: JESUS CHRIST
When the time was right, God fulfilled the promise He
had stated repeatedly through the ancient prophets and
serit His Son, Jesus Christ. His Birth, life, ministry, death,
resurrection and ascension made Him the perfect pattern
for all time, Everywhere He went He was revealing the
plan of God for the earth amnd humankind, There was to
be a Kingdom, and He Himself was to be the King.

Before He ascended, Jesus personally chose and trained
twelve men (the Apostles) to carry on His work in His
absence,

The Apostolic Age

During the timre immediately after Jesus' ascension, the
work of Christ’s true Church was expanded from a local
ministry in the area of Jerusalem and Judea to a gospel
that reached to all parts of the then-known world. No age
was richer in endowments, and no man was more gifted
in promoting the Gospel than the great apostle Paunl

After the Apostles

About A.D, 70 came the end of the Apostolic era, also the
end of the Jewish Age, the destruction of Jerusalem and
the dispersion of the Jews. The people of that era also

experienced the withdrawal of the Holy Spirit, that power
by the help of which the early Christians had been able
to make phenomenal progress in spreading the Gospel of
the Kingdom. Believers must have felt the loss keenly, but
it was part of the plan. At the same time, the writing ol
the Bible was completed so that any desiring to leam the
ways of God would not be left without guidance,

Also at this time many were slowly turming away
fromm the true teachings of Jesus and incorporating ideas
fronn other philosephies and religions in the Empire. It
was 4 slow transition, but within a few centuries the
apostasy was total. Just as prophesied, the religion of
Jesus Christ was silenced and in its place emerged a huge
new monolith called Christianity which could spread
through the Empire and become the instrument of its
authority and political power for more than a thousand
Vedrs,

Renaissance, Reformation, and Reawakening
With the growth of independent thought in the 13th,
14th and 15th centuries came also the weakening of the
power of the Church, as increased trade and travel
brought new and challenging ideas. The Bible, preserved
through the Dark Ages in the careful custody of the
Church, was now translated into the fanguage of the peo-
ple and every common man could read it All this was in
the plan of God, so that when the time was right the true
teachings of the Word of God could be rediscovered and a
people be prepared to meet the returning King. As Jesus
explained in the parable of the Ten Virgins, “all those vir-
gins arase and trinmmed thedr lamps.”

THE SECOND ADVENT OF JESUS

The end of the first phase of the Divine plan will climax
with the return of Jesus Christ, who comes to establish
His kingdom of peace and righteousness and bring all the
forces of evil into subjection to His righteous rule,

Waar Is Anean?

The secomd advent of Jesus will open the doot to many
earth-transforming. events, as Jesus Christ is: crowned
King of the earth (the Coronation), as He selects and
crowns with immortality His co-rulers (the Judgment of
the Saints), conguers the nations of ¢arth (Armageddon),
and sets up His new government te reign a thowsand
vears (the Millenmium).

Mhe Millennium will be probation time for the popu-
lace of the Kingdom (the greal multitude who submit to
the new authority and their offspring), and they will
enjoy the richest, happiest, most prosperous living ever
experienced by any people on this planet. At the same
time thev must be disciplined, tested, developed, after
which they will be judged and those who are worthy will
be made immartal like their teachers, and God's will shall
be done on earth as it is now done in heaven above.

At the end of the Millennium, all evildeers will be
finally removed, all who live will be glorified, and the
eridless ages of Eternity will begin, complete with eternal
expansion, eternal growth, eternal happiness, eternal lite
for every one who lives!

This is the Grand Plan of the Ages as described in the
Bible. J
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monly on TV and in entertainment
movies and videos, and even in
children’s schoaol books. It is found
also in the lyrics of popular music,
and much contemporary Hterature
is filled with indecent expressions,
along with vulgar and suggestive
art work.

DisopeDIENT To THEIR PARENTS.
Apeithes {ap-i-thace’) is the Greek
word for “disebedient.” It means
unpersuadable, resisting authority,
Ihis includes those who have no
regard for the advice or teaching of

HE BIBLE IS A SOURCE OF
GUIDANCE, INSTRUCTION AND
ENCOURAGEMENT FOR US AS WE AWAIT
THE SOON ARRIVAL OF OUR LORD.

parents. There are few families in
America today in which parents do
not receive some type of verbal
abuse. Why does this situation
exist! Because parents have not
demanded or commanded the
respect of their children, and the
educational system has promoted
the attitude of disrespect. Not only
do children lack respect for parents,
but a growing number of parents
are being beaten by their children,
sometimes even killed. Truly, it is a
sign ol the last davs.

UNTHANKFUL:  The word s
acharistoi  {ach-ar'-is-toi) which
means ungrateful. It speaks of those
who have no proper sense of feel-
ing for favors received and nio will-
ingness to acknowledge or repay a
benefit—an  attitude very  wide-
spread today. Witness the attitude
of workers who, rather than appre-
ciating their advantages, are willing
to make others suffer in their self-
ish effort to get more:

The widespread , attitude of
ingratitude was especially apparent
in our own city a few years ago
when the severest ice storm of the
century brought down trees and
power and telephone lines, making

mary streets wholly impassable
and leaving more than 100,000
without electric service. Instead of
being grateful for the many years of
uninterrupted service they had
received, many railed against the
power company, accusing the com-
pany of neglect and delinquency
because it could not immediately
restore power to everyone, Was it
not an example of a verv wide-
spread attitude of unthankfulness?

Examples of the most extreme
ingratitude  are  thos¢  who
shoplift—it is said that shoplifters
cost retail stores billions of dollars,
It is such a problem
that some mer-
chants are now
designing their dis-
plays so that shop-
pers take nothing
from the ‘store
shelves but record
the product number
of the items they
wish to buy, pay tor
the merchandise,
then collect their items at & ware-
house pick-up desk. Others have
installed costly security systems to
“catch” any who attempt to walk
out with unpaid-for merchandise.
Other examples of ingratitude are
those who evade Income taxes,
who falsify information to collect
extra social security or social ser-
vices from the government; and
those who make out that they qual-
ify for benefits they do not deserve,

Unnory. This word speaks for
itself, and who can say that we do
not live in an unholy sockety? Gods
of pleasure, money and pride have
displaced God. Most  entertain-
ment, even science and education,
is 5o structured that it makes no
reference to God or godliness, The
widespread tolerance of porno-
graphic literature is another evi-
dence of the general “wnhaoly”
attitude, as are the many immoral
scenes displayved by TV and video,
Pornography is now an 58 billion
per year business, and the number
of hardcore video rented in our
country in 1996 was reported as
665 million (US News, February 10,
18497],

The word anosios (an-os'ee-os)

also means unkind, malicious, or
malignant; disposed to do harm,
inflict suffering, or cause distress.
What could better fit this defini-
tion than the drug dealers, who sell
praducts which they know will
harm and ruin those who use
them. And those who markel ciga-
rettes and alcohol are also at fault,
WitHOUT NATURAL AFFECTION.
These three words are included in
one Greek word, astrogos (as'-tro-
gosh. This word means calloused;
that is, hard; hardened insensibili-
ty, without feeling—a cendition
that is being brought about by the
violence displayed in TV programs,

+If, as we are told, the average per-

son watches TV a total of 1800
hours per vear, and the average
child has witnessed manv thou-
sands of murders, muggings and
assaults'on the TV by the time he is
grown up, can we wonder that he is
without feeling?

Also revealing the lack of natural
affection is the frightful imcrease in
child abuse and child abandon-
ment,

UnNFORGIVING (TRUCEBREAKERS,
IRRECONCILABLE). The Greek word
asporndos (as'pon-dos)  means
implacable—i.e,, relentless, without
MECY oI compassion, coruel—
another prophecy that is vividly
fultilled. Do not the state militia
members At into this category,
individuals who can inflict suffer-
ing and destruction without any
Feeling of guilt? Another Issue s
social violence. It is said that more
people, even in so-called civilized
society, are belng beaten to death
today than at any other time in the
past two thousand yvears, Abuse of
women by husbands or boyfriends
is the leading cause of injuries to
wonien between the ages of 15 and
44, More than 6000 women are
murdered each year as a result of
domestic violence,

False Accusers. Digholos is a
Greek word very familiar even to
those who have no knowledge of
Greek. It means slanderer, false
accusers and is olten translated as
“devil”, 1t includes those prone to
slandering others, or habitually
slandering others. This trait is seen
between political rivals, business

(Curtinued o1 page 16}
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rivals, sports rivals, even between
family members and children, It is
seen as ongoing diatribe between
heads of rival nations such as the
Jews vs, the Arab states; the Irish
vs, the English; the factions in
Yugoslavia; or the rivalry between
African tribes which has cost mil-
lions of lives.

Can we wonder that the Lord is
“coming out of his place to punish the
ihebitants of the earth for their inig-
wity” (Isa, 26:21)?

Can we doubt for a moment the
Divine inspiration behind this
prophecy  that  so  accurately
describes our day? Can we think for
a momerntt that we are not in the
last davs of this age?

These things have been written
for our learning, to warn us that we

have no time to waste in despon-
dency or indecision, no time even
to lose sight of our high calling or
the great and precious things God
has set before us, Mot for a single
moment ¢an we live as we might
have lived without this sacred
information. Ged has entrusted to
us tremendous insights into His
plans, and shall we be so ungrateful
as to disregard them?

Whether we believe or not,
whether we prepare for it or not,
the day of the Lord will come.
When the time is right, God will
act. And, in the words of the Apos-
tle, “what shall the end be of them
that obey pot the gospel af God"?

How the warning should move
us to a more serious effort toward
God and holiness. How can we let
a single hour go by without being
conscious of our high calling?

How can we risk giving in to our
pettiness and pride? how can we
indulge in the petty satisfactions
of our lower nature, the impa-
tience, the jealousies, the sellish-
ness so instinctve to us? How can
we allow ourselves to do or say
anything or show any attitude that
we will nolt want to own when
Jesus comes?

Every hour s sacred; every
moment is a precious, loving gift
from our loving God who is not
willing that any should perish but
that all should come to repentance.
Every test that comes is His provi-
sion to help us, the means by
which we can prepare our escape
from the time of trouble that is
coming upon the earth. Let us
mike the very most of each test as
it comes, lest the day of the Lord
arrive and find us unprepared. U

Tn.le faith producing love to God and man,
Say, Echo, is not this the Gospel plan?

Fhe Crosped M

Must I my faith and love to Jesus show,
By ev'ry word and deed, toward triend and foel

But if a brother hates and treats me i,
Must | return him good, and love him still?

1 e s lif!

W:{y, Echo, how is this? Thou art a dove!
Thy voice will teach me nothing else but love!
Nothing else Bur fov

Amenl with all my heart be it then so;

And now to practice I'll directly go.

DMrectiv o

Tl“ﬂngs being 5o, what though all me reject,

My gracious God me surely will protect,

Sy willl et

Hencel'nrth I'll roll on Him my every care,

L
A_nd if mistreatment sore T shall receive, .
Must 1 be patient still, and still forgive? =S
Be paticmt still, wid still fargne ”lr 2

I

If he my falling watches to reveal,
Must | as carefully no sin conceal?

N0 SEPY GO Y,

Bul il my name and character he blast,
And cruel malice, tog, a long time last:
And if grave sorrow and affliction too

He loves to add unto my cup of woe;

In this uncommon, this peculiar case,
Sweet Echo, say must [ still love and bless?

""I||'|' S ||'.'.'.iI eSS

And then both friend and foe embrace in praver,

Epmliesice D1 priphvet

And after all these duties | have done,
Shall | be worthy of the Lord"s "Well done"?

Wt of M Lardl"s = WD idown

Echu. enough! thy counsels to mine ear
Are sweeter than the dewdrop to the flower;
Thy wise instructive lessons please me well:
I'll go to practice them. Farewell, farewell!
Practice thes, Forowell, furewel]




It is wrong to fret and grumble against one another,
to build up grudges and feelings, It is wrong at any
time. But James is looking at a special time, a time
when “the Judge standeth before the door.” His hand
is on the latch, He is ready to open and enter. Let us
think carefully of what we say. By our words we are
either building up or tearing down ourselves and oth-
ers. For the Judge is at the door. We shall soon hear
His verdict, for good or for ill,

May He find us without any grudges.

walking, to work and keep working while the day-
light lasts.

There is in Jesus’ words a divinely impelled
“f must.” We are under obligation to serve. We are
not our own. Our day is not our own, The duty that
binds us to service is indeed a duty sweetened by
love, but duty it remains. We must work the works of
Him whao sends us.

This short day of life is given us not for pleasure but
for progress; not for ease but for toil, 1t is another way
of sayving, “Whatsoever thy hand findeth to-do, do it with
thy might” (Eccl, 9:10).

The word translated “sup” is defprein, and ity corre-
sponding noun is deipnon, The word is very signifi-
cant. The ancient Greeks had three meals a day. There
was akratisia, breakfast, which was no more than a
piece of dried bread dipped in wine, There was ariston,
the midday meal. The working man did not go home
for it; it was simply a pienic snack eaten by the side of
the pavement or in some colonnade or in the cty
square, a meal eaten in the passing.

Then there was deipnon, the evening meal and
main meal of the day. People gathered and lingered
and sat long and talked over it, for the day's work
was done. There was time then for unlimited and
unhurried fellowship,

It was deipnon that Christ would share with the man
who answered His knock. This was no hurried meal,
i visit in the passing, no hasty, conventional call, It
was the meal where people lingered in fellowship
together.

The promise is of intimate friendship: If a man will
open the door, Jesus Christ will come in and linger
long with him.

In this text Jesus spoke for Himself and all of us.

Most translations read, “We must work the works of

Him:..." The day Is so short and so swiftly over. Scarce-
lv have we begun to correct a few of our blunderings,
and to gather some small smatterings of experience,
when darkness begins to fall, and we must lay down
our tools,

The time for work is “the day.” To the length of
this day we cannot add, just as we cannot add a
cubit to our statare. It is for us to walk and keep

"Heold wup my goings in thy paths.” In other words,
help me to go straight ahead. Let me not swerve aside,

The Psalmist is saving: 1 have made it my habit to
obey you, It is a path 1 have followed so diligently that
it has become a holy rut, worn deep through the vears.
Mow, hold my feet in that blessed rut, right through to
the end.

There is great value in developing holy habits, in
choosing the right so consistently that it becomes sec-
ond nature. Such s David's determination. He wants
to wear those holy ruts deeper and deeper, so that in a
crisis he will not falter nor stray,

May this be our prayer: “Hold my going in Thy
puths.” Help me to go straight ahead! a




DOES RELIGION MAKE GOOD CITIZENS?

Befc:-re answering this question we need to define “a good citizen.” I'm
sure definitions will vary, especially from one country to another. But for
our purposes let us say that a good citizen is one who promotes the com-
mon good, who is law abiding, peacemaking, and who does nothing to
harm his fellowmen, '

What is “religion”? In its basic form, it is any system of beliefs, prac-
tices, ethical values, etc. But all religions cannot help equally in develop-
ing good citizens. For example, a religion that is involved in a mass
suicide or an uprising against the government could not develop good cit-
izens. To aid in developing a good citizen, a religion must promote the
building of an upright character and restrain the lower instincts of one's
nature,

We believe a religion founded on the Bible is the very best religion for
this purpose.

How the Bible Develops Good Citizens

Applicaﬂnn of Bible principles develops good conduct both by
the characteristics it promotes and those it restrains, Let us first
mention characteristics it promaotes:

* A right attitude toward one's fellowmen: “Put away from vou
all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, togeth-
er with all malice, and be kind to one another, tenderlearted, forgiv-
ing one angther, as God in Christ fhas forgiven you® (Eph. 4:31-32,
MRSV,

& Self-control and wpright living, “[The grace or Gospel of God|
feachies us to say ‘Ne' to angodliness and worldly passions, and fo Hve
self~controlled, upright and godly fives in this present age” (Titus
2:12, NIV},

* Follow good (godly) examples, "Dear friend, do not imitate
what i evil but what is good. Anyone who does what is yood is from
tiod. Anyone who does what is evil has not seen God® (3 John 11,
NIV}

+ Clean, moral behavior at all times. “Let us behave decently, as
i the daytine, not in orgles and drurkenmess, not in sexual immioral-
ity and debauchery, not i dissension and jealowsy, Rather, clothe
vomrselves with the Lord Jesus Cheist, and do not think about how to
aratify the desires of the sinful nature” (Rom. 13:13-14, NIV).

& Promote an attitude of peacemaking. “Make every effort to live
it peace with all menr and to Be holy; without ofiness no one will see
the Lord” (Heb, 12:14, NIV),




* Grow in humility, gentleness, patience, and love,
“Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with
orte anothter i love” (Eph. 4:2, NTIV).

# Practice outgoing goodness. °...Do to others what you
would frave them do to you.., " (Matt. 7:12, NIV),

& Be loving and faithful to others. “Let love' and
faithfulness never leave you; bind them around vour neck,
write them on the tablet of your heart” (Prov. 3:3, NIV),

& Help and enconrage others. “And let us consider how
we may spur one another on toward fove amd good deeds”
(Heb. 10:24, NIV). Think of the impact this would
have if we went about it in the right way!

* Show loyalty and respect to your govermmnent, Jesus
was asked this question: “Is it lawful to pay taxes to Cae-
sar, or not?” (Mark 12:14, NIV), His answer was, “Ghe
to the emperor the things that are Hwe emperor’s, and to
Crod the things that are God's...." (Mark 12:17, NRSV).

* Obey the laws of your nation, as long as they do
not contradict the Laws of God. “Therefore, do whatever
they teach you and follow it; but do not do as they do, for
trey do not practice what they teach” (Mat, 23:3, NRSV),
As Peter said, © We must ebey God rather than any
Han authority” (Acts 529, NRSV), In this country
cur Constitution guarantees freedom of worship to all,
for which we are very thankful,

* Practice wholesome, constructive thinking. "Final-
Iy, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever
is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is
admirable—if anvthing is excellent or praiseworthy—think
ahout such Hidngs” (Phil. 4:8, NIV).

* True, upright, blameless living, "0 LORD, who may
abide i your tent? Who may dwell an your holy hill?
Those who walk blamelessly, and do what is dght, and
speak the truth from their heart; who do not slander with
their tongne, and do o evil to their friends, nor toke up a
reproactt against their neighbors” (Ps. 15:1-3, NRSV),

There are also qualities—some as natural as breath-
ing—which we must restrain:

& Don’t complain or argue. "Do all things without
murmuring and arguing, so that vou may be Mameless and
innocent, children of God withaur blemish in the midst of
a crooked and perverse generation, in which you shine like
stars 1 the world” (Phil. 2:14-15, KJV).

& Don’t be angry. “You must understand this, my
beloved: let evervone be gquick to listen, slow to speak, sfow

! The word “love” has many shades and grades of meaning
in the English language. We are interested in only one kind
of love, the love which the Scriptures teach: “Love is patient,
lowe s kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it Is not
proud, 1t s not rude, it s not self-seeking, It is not easily
angered, 1t keeps no record of wrongs, Love does not delight
in evil but rejaices with the truth. It always protects, always
trusts, always hopes, always perseveres” (1 Cor, 13:4-7, NIV),

ber wenger; for vour anger does not produee God's righteous-
ness™ (James 1;19-20, NRSV).

& Don’t retaliate, “Make sure that nobody pavs back
wrimg for wrong, but always try to be Kind o each other
amd to evervonte else” (1 Thess, 5:15, NIV),

# Restrain covetousness. “Keep vour lives free from the
love of money . the root of all evil..” (Heb, 13:5, NIV,
1 Tim. 6:10, KJV). Nor should we unnecessarily go in
debt, but rather “ _he content with what you have,..”
{Hebh. 13:5, NRSV), There are many people today that
live far above their means. They go in debt beyond
their means to meet obligations. The Bible principle [s:
“Ohwe ne et anvthing but o love one another” (Rom.
13:8, KJV).

* Avoid dissension and gossip. “A perverse man stirs
up dissension, and a gossip separates close friends” (Prov.
16:28, NIV).

* Restrain evil and deceitful speech. "Whoever would
tove dife and see good days must keep his tongue from evil

and his lips from deceitful speech” (1 Pet, 3:10, NIV).

#® Restrain deceit, “No one who practices deceit will
dwell in my frouse; no one who speaks falsely will stand in
iy presence” (Ps. 101:7, NIV),

Why all the emphasis on upright character and
virtue? Because we believe that Christ will soon return
and establish a Kingdom that will never end. Only
those whom He calls good citizens will be allowed to
live in His Kingdom. Life in that Kingdom will be
wonderful beyond anything we can imagine. For the
first time in the history of the earth there will be uni-
versal peace, universal goodwill and universal health
and justice. Every individual who lives in that world
will benefit, for “He will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Deeathr will be no more; mowming and crying and pain will
be no ore, for the first things Inve passed away, No eve
s seen, e ear has heard; no mind fas conceived wht
God has prepared for those who fove him”™ (Rev. 21:4,
MNRSV, | Cor, 2:9, NIV}, Who could ask for more?!!

Can religion develop a good citizen? Positively, if it
Is the right religion. And what makes the right reli-
gion? One that is Bible-centered and backed by the
God of heaven. Q




Joy and Rejoicing

What prophet described the word of God as “the
joy and rejoicing” of his heart"?

The Sabbaths and the various feasts which Israel
was instructed to keep, were all to be
accornpanied by what type of spirit?

Who said, and upon what occasion, “My heart
rejoiceth in the LORD, mine horn is exalted in
the LORD"?

An occasion of great joy in Israel was
accompanied with psalteries, harps, cymbals,
trumpets, instruments of music, singers, and a
procession. What was the occasion, and who had
instigated it?

. Who said, “Whao am 1, and what is my people,

that we should be able to offer so willingly after
this sort?" What was the occasion, and what was
being offered to the Lord?

What occasion of joy was mingled with sadness
by two different groups who witnessed it?

What joy is but for a moment?

Of whom did David say, “Therefore my heart is
glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my flesh also shall
rest in hope"?

Complete the verse: “Let thy be
clothed with
shout for

. Complete the verse: “they shall obtain

‘against the
. Why should we wike up to righteousness and

. Complete the verse: *

; and let thy

and , and and
shail flee away,

. Who spoke of the joyful time when “the
mountains and the hills shall break forth into
singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap
their hands” for joy?

Knowledge Comes First

What did a certain minor prophet say about God's.
people tailing because they failed to learn?

Wheo first said, “All thy children shall be taught of
the Lord”? Who quoted it?

What was Jesus’ reply to the high priest who
asked him about his doctrine?

“All things that pertain unto life and gudlmm
come “through

“Giving all diligence, Edd to your faith virtue; and
to virtue

Paul condemned those who “having a form of
godliness” deny Its force. He sald also that they
were “ever learning” but what was the problem?

Complete the verse: "For this cause we also, since
the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you,
and to desire that ye might be filled with the
knowledge of his will in all and

L

How did Paul say we understand the knowledge
of God?

Paul said of himself that he was rude in one
faculty but not in another.

. In order to fight victoriously against sin we must
that rears its head

cast down every

stop sinning?

. I'aul said that if he had “all faith” and “all

knowledge,” he would still be poor if lacking a
certain substance. What was that substance?

puffeth up,
but edifieth.”

. How did Paul describe the unfathomable depths

of God's knowledge?

. Complete the verse: "For the earth shall be filled

with the of the of the
LORD, as the waters cover the sea.”

. A prophecy relating to knowledge at the time of

the end

- Who said and of whom, “they are wise to do evil,

bt to do good they have no knowledge™?

How did God promise to meet the spiritual needs
of His peaple?

What does the prophet Isaiah say about the avail-
ability of knowledge in the new age?

. It was prophesied of Christ that six kinds of spirits

would rest upon Him, What are they?
(Answers on page 22)




QUESTIONS & ;1!

Why More Trouble?

“Why are we going to have more frouble when
Christ retwrns? Will you please explain the Scrip-
fure, Daniel 12:127

The prophet Daniel reveals that “a fime of trouble,
sich as wever was since there was a nafion” will happen
simultaneously with the time when “Michoel [stands] up,
the great prince which standeth for the children of thy peo-
ple.” From the context, we Identify this standing up of
Michael as the second advent of Christ, for the Prophet
says that it is the time of the resurrection (verse 2), also
the time when the righteous shall be rewarded with
deliverance and immortality and the wicked will be con-
demned to “shame and everlasting conmtempt” (verse 2).
From other passages of Scripture we learn that the time
of Jesus' second advent s the time when He comes to
recompense His servants (lsa, 40:10, 1 Peter 5:4, 2 Timo-
thy 4:8), which is also the time of the resurrection (Luke
14:14, John 5:28-29; 1 Thess. 4:16-17),

Why will the coming of Christ precipitate “a time of
trowble, such as never was stnce there was a nation™? There
d4Tre vaera] TEARO S,

1) The ruling authorities will not willingly relinguish
their power and authority to another, even to One who
is backed by Divine authority, From the book of Revela-
tlon we learn that they will take up arms against Him,
“These shall make war with the Lamb [Jesus Christ the
King]” (Rev. 17:14; see also Rev. 19:19),

2) The merchants of the world will be ready to fight
1o save their lucrative (and illicit] money interests. Just
think of the billions of dollars worth of business being
done today that will be immediately outlawed under
Christ’s new order. Think of the money being spent for
alcoholic beverages, cigarettes and cigars, useless toys,
cosmetics and high fashion interests. Add the vast rev-
enues generated by amusement and entertalnment cen-
ters, professional sports and entertainment media (TV,
video, motion-picture and stage). Add the multiplied
revenues from casinos dand gambling establishiments,
illicit drug trafficking, pormnography and organized
crime. When all these industries are immediately forced
to halt operations, imagine the worldwide howl that
will be heard! The Revelator pictured all of this mer-
chandising as “Babylon,” and describes her fall propheti-
cally in these words: "Amd the merchants of the earth shall
weep and mowrm over her; for mo man bayeth their nterchan-
dise arey more” (Rev, 18:11)

3) Another reason for the time of trouble will be
widespread resistance to the new laws, These laws will
affect every aspect of personal, social, economic and reli-
gious life for everyone on earth. And the law will be uni-
versally known and universally enforced. We read: “the
law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the Lord from
Jerasalern ™ (Mic. 4:2), No error, sin, immorality, indecen-
cy, dishonesty or any type of misconduct will escape
notice at any level. Best of all, the administration of jus-

tiee will be swift and always right; for those in authority
will be able to read the heart.

The new government will “rule them with o rind of
tron, ™ and to people accustomed to democracy and free
thought, this type of authority will not be popular, “Let
us Break Hheir cluins,” they cry, “and free ourselves from
this stavery® (Ps, 2:3, NLUT), They will be ready to fight for
their “rights. " But they will quickly learn that the law is
stronger than their resistance. They will be faced with
an ultimatum: submit, or perish (Rev. 14:7].

The result will be the battle of Armageddon, but irs
outcome is predetermined: “The Lomb shall overcome
thenn: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they
that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful” (Rev.
17:14). Will any escape the fierceness of this confliet?
All who wrn to God will be delivered, as the prophet
[oel forecast: “Amd it shall come o pass, that whosoever
shall call on the name of the Lord shall be delivered: for in
ottt Zion and i Jerusalem shall beo deliverance, as the
Lord hath said, and in the remnpant whom the Lord shall
call” {Joel 2:32).

The prophet Joel describes this ime when “the Lord
also shall roar out of Zion, and witter his voice from
Jernsalemn; and the eavens and the earth shall shake,” But
he, too, assures the safety of those serving God: “But the
Lord will be the hope of his people, and the strength of the
chrildren of Israel” (Joel 4:16).

4 Every Eye Shall S¢e Him?

“I've been wondering: When Jesus comes and all eyes
see Him, why will so many refuse to believe it is He or
believe in Him? Then this thought came to mind, Dur-
ing these days of high technology and science fiction, it
is no wonder that when fesus does come down from
heaven, peaple will still not believe what they see. They
will think (just because really down deep the evil is in
control of them) that His appearance is some Kind of
scientific put-on or experiment. They believe more in
men’s knowledye and technology than in the Bible.”

You have made several valid observations. Human
nature is human nature in every age and in every situa-
tion, and people are people. And just about all of them
have some traits in common: They do not like to
acknowledge a higher authority that can tell them what
to do, they do not like to submit to law, even though it
may be for their own good; and they do not like to
change their pattern of life. Add to this natural dislike
for authority the present situation, where meost people
have knowledge of some kind of science fiction, or “sci-
entific put-on,” as you call it, and it really is not strange
that when Jesus comes people will not believe what they
see. They have seen s0 much which appeared to be real
but which they knew to be false, and they will likelv
conclude that Jesus 15 just another hero of fiction,

r. m"'ﬁ s Co i -f '. : ,_-.'m.
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There is another fact here, lo
which you allude: that it is easier
for the human race to trust their
own technology and their own
knowledge than te trust God and
His written Word, 5o the fact that
God, or His representatives, or
angels, testify that something is
true will do  little to impress most
people.

Jesus illustrated our inborn ten-
dency to reject authority in His
parable of the nobleman who went
into a far country “fto receive for
frirmself a kingdonr, and to retum,”
Betore he departed, he divided his
goods among his ten servants, with
the command, “Occupy Bl T coime.”
The immediate reaction of the ser-
vants was, “We will not have Hus
man  fo reign over ws” (Luke
19:11-14).

lesus described the same human
resistance  when He said of
[erusalem, “O ferusalem, ferusatem,
witich killest the prophets, and stonest
them that are semt unto thee; how
aftenn would [ lave gathered thy chil-
dren together, as a hen doth gather her
brood umder er wings, and ve wonld

nmat!™ (Luke 13:34).“Ye wonld not"™—
they turned away the help they
could have had,

The prophet Jeremial saw the
same trait in the Israelite people:
The Lord commanded, “Ask for the
ol purths, wihere is tre good way, and
walk therein, and ye shall find rest for
yowr sowls,” But what was their
respanse? “We will nat walk therein”
(Jer. a:16-17). When the Lord said,
“Oibrey iy voice, and | will be vour
Crind, and ve shall be oy people,” we
read of the Israelites that “they hear-
kengd not, nor inclimed their ear,
but...went  backweard, and net  for-
ward” (Jer. 7:23-26).

With such an attitude when
there is no outside aggressor, can we
imagine how people will feel to see
someone taking control of them
right hefore their eyes? Surely there
will be resistance, severe resistance,
that will lead quickly to the batile
of Armageddon. in their view, the
solution i% fo congquer the new
usurper. But they will quickly learm
that such tactics are impossible, that
Gend knows what He is doing, and
that His agents will win. -
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Joy and Rejoicing
l.  Jeremiah ichap, 15:16)

-

(Deut. T6:10-I1).

1. Hannah, when she lent young Samuel to the Lord
*for as lorg as-he Theth” (1 Sam. 1:28; 2:1),

4. So ey Bronght the ark of God, and set it in e midst of
the el that David had pitched for it" (1 Chron, 16:1), e

5. King David when he gave Solomon the plans for i
building the wemple, They gave gold, silver, brass, a
iron, and precious stones (1 Chron 29).

6,  The laying of the foundation of the temple after the )
captivity (Ezra 3:11-12), The older people who had i
known the glory of the first temple were sad, the

younger people rejolced,

B, Of Jésus ()5, 16:9),

Acspirit of joy and rejoloing before the Lord

“Thee tricenpditog of the wicked is short, amd the joy 1
of the hypocrite bat for a moiment” (Job 20:5), i )

3. Jesus replled, T spake openly o e world;s | ever
tarrgglet in Hire symagogue, ad in the temple”
{John IB:19-20)).

4. 2 Tet, 13, “all things that pertain unto dife and
gollivess feoime] Hrowgh Hhe Enowledge of i Hial
Trath called us &0 glory and virte,”

5. ZPet. 1:5, “Knowledye™

I'hey were never able Lo come “fo the Knowladge of the

trath 2 Tim. 3:7).

wisdom, and spiritual understanding (Col, 1:9),

By reacling (Eph. 3:4),

He was “rude fir specch, por ol i keowledye”

2 Cor. 11:8)
imagination, knowledge of God (2 Cor, 10:4-5)

. Because some do not have the knowledge of God
{1 Cor. 15:34),

12, Charity, or love (1 Cor, 13:2),

b “Knowledge puffetl up, but charity edifieth” (1 Cor, 81}

4. Row. 11:33, 0 the depth of the vivhes Dot of e

wisdonn and kiowledge of God! how mesearchable

9. “Let Hiy priests be clothed with righteowsness: and
let thy saints shout for foy® (Ps. 132:9),

10, “And the ransomed of the LORE shall return, and
g by Zier with songs ared everlastiog joy upen
thetr heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, anid
sererowe oid sigling shall flee cowaty® {Isa, 35:10)

11. [Isaiah (Isa. 55:12)

Enowledge Comes First
L. Hosea (461 "My people are destroyved for Tack of
krowledge. ™
Isaiah said it first (54:13), Tesus quoted it (John 6:43).

!‘_.

I3,
17
18,
19,

20,

are Tris fudgraents, and s wavs past finding out!”

“Foar ting caetde shatl b fitled with e Enowledye of the
glory of the LORL, as the waters cover the sea” (Hah: 2:14)
“Knowledge shall be fncreased” (Dan. 12:4),

Jeremiah said it of disobedient Tsrael (Jer, 4:22).
“Twill give you pastors according to amive heart, which shall
Jeed vou with knowledge and nnderstiiading, = (Jer, 3:15)
“Arrd wisdorr aond Knerwledge shall be the stability of

Hhy times, ared strength of salvagion” (1sa, 33:6),

“The spirtt of wisdom and understanding, the spirit

of counsel and mright, the spieit of Krnowledse aind of

the fear of the LORIY® (1sa. 11:2),
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(/J Thouw, to Whaose all-searching sighi
The darkness shineth as the light,

Search, prove my heart, [t pants for Thee,

() burst these bords, and set it free!

1

9&:%’ out its stains, refing its dross,
Nail my affections te the cross;
Hallow each thoughi; let all within
Be clean, as Thou, my Lord, art clean!

!Qr" in this darksome wild 1 stray,

Be Thou my Light, be Thou my Way;:
No foes, no violence I fear,

No fraud, while Thou, my God, arl near,

9‘!!:&: rising floods my soul o'erflow,
When sinks my feart in waves of woe,
fesus, Thy timely aid impart,

And raise my head, and cheer iy heart,

lj.:ﬂ’!-nnf. where'er Thy steps | see,

Davntless, wntived, 1 follow Thee;
O let Thy hand support me still,
Asrd lead me to Thy holy hill!

:gjlr'mugh and thorny be the way,

My strength proportion to my day;

Til taif, and grief, and pain shall cease

Where all is life, and joy, and peace.
Selected
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feP

od writes the music of our lives.
‘But we must learn the time,

So all our life ghe melody :
Will mateh the perfect rhyme,

od writes the music of ourlives, . .. ‘3 AR AL S
And now and then says "Rest.” . ; (G i,
AN () a ‘He marks the measure and the bar, LR

We play at His behest. ; R B0 Sk

od writes the music of our lives,
"Tis'not without design:
" The breaks, the pause; the beat, the tune
. Each is fur us a sign. '

: Wz need to follow close H.IE heat
To stop and start “in timeé,"

So.we can learn how fa:__th. hope, peace
Al blend with love sublime:

Jeal g uthar-Liftknawh,

o
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