


mong the dominant instincts of the

human race is the impulse to retaliate.
Something in ouwr too-human nature tells us to
give as good as we get, and just as quickly as
we can. Watch how castly a small child raises
an arm or a fist when another child challenges
him. Ketaliation does not have to be learned:
it is one of the instincts for survival,

Gutstanding in the life of our Lord is a
quality exactly oppesite of this. Of Him we
read: "Who when he was reviled, reviled niot
agany when he suffered, he threatened oty but
cemnmitted frivself to him that fudgeth reliteons-
" (1 Pet. 2:23% This quality of net retaliating,
not threatening is not born in us, nor §s it eas-
y acquired. It must be cultivated diligently,
carefully, praverfully.

We would do well to remind ourselves
often of the meckness and patience of Christ.
What a contrast to our own weak-whiled resis-
tance. How quickly when things do not go our
way we feel Frustrated, impatient or upset. We
admire the achievement of Christ, He who
endured far beyvond what we are called upon
to endure, yet spoke no word of impatience,
Suffering cruel punishment in the hands of
Injustice, He had no acrimony (o pour upon
His injurers, not even a spirit of resentment,
only a prayer for their forgiveness, Resentment
ang forgiveness cannot live together. “Wia
when fie was reviled, reviled not again.” Even in
acute and severe sufferings, He gave way ta no
impulse of revenge, Although He could have
threatened, He did not, He was content to let
the will of God be done,

And so He committed Himself to God,
along with His cause and the wrong, knowing
that God would settle the matter in time

The Bible forbids all revenge. The apostle
I"aul; himselt a champion of virtue, gave this
fatherly appeal: "My dear friends, do nat seek
revenge, but leave a place for divine retribuation;
for there 05 a text which reads, ‘fustice is mine,
says the Lord, § will repay’™ (Rom. 12:19), The
passage is especially meaningful as phrased in
the Living Bible: " Dear friends, never averge

vewrrselves. Leave thal fo God, for e has said that
he will repery those wher desenve it.”

Amaong children of God, no vengeance or
revenge is allowed, either toward friend o
foe. The great conflict is never to be man
against any other man but man against evil,
It is this: “Be not overcomee of evil, but avercami
evil with good” (v, 21), Here is the only con-
flict in which we mav rightfully engage, As
Christians we must be cultivating not the
spirit of revenge but the Christlike spirit of
lowve and goodwill, which will find its full-
ness in the eternal fellowship of the saints in
the new world. We must be training now to
live then.

Revenge need not be open to be culpable, Tt
is possible to think and plan revenge—but
have o way to carry it out, Or simply to har-
bar a desire for revenge, either expressed or in
secret. All are wrong. And whether the would-
be object of our feelings of revenge is a friend
or toe makes no difference. All revenge is for-
bidden the Christian,

Who can say that he or she has never felt
the desire to “get even"? Who can say that
they have not at some tHme wished ill upon
their so-called “enemies,” if only a dose of
their own bitter medicine? But it is not Christ-
like, it is not Godlike, and every aspiring child
af God must let go all desire {or revenge.

What do vou do, then, when you feel dis-
tressed by the treatment yvou receive? Remem-
ber the example of Christ and ask, how much
like Christ can | be? This is the time to prove
the reality of your faith. Act as a friend, a ser-
vant, a subject of Christ. Like Him, answer
yvour accuser with silence and live so that no
one can justly find fault

Does this high standard seem beyond our
reach? What has been dene can be done, *For
even herennto were ve called: because Christ also
stiffered for us, leaving s an example, that ve
showld follow his sb P57 (1 Pet. 2:21). Jesus-could
say, "I have overcome e worfd, " and so will we
be able to say it, when we have followed Him
faithfully to the end. +

—



\ SDO MEANS ...
“a place of troops” (Gesenius' Hebrew Lexicon);

o

a place of God” (Young's Analytical
Concordance). Megiddo was and is a town in
Palestine, strategically located, and the scene of
frequent warfare. In the spiritual parallel, it is a
place where soldiers engaged in spiritual war-
fare gather to renew their strength and courage
(2 Cor. 10:4-5).

—in God, the Creator and sustainer of the
earth, the world, the universes, and all life, in
whom we “live, and move, and have our
being.”

— in the Bible as our only source of true knowl-
edge about God and His purposes and plans
for His creation and for the salvation of
humankind.

—in Jesus Christ, the Son of God and our
Perfect Example, who was conceived of the
Holy Spirit and born of a virgin; who minis-
tered among His brethren, was crucified, res-
urrected, and taken to heaven and seated at
the right hand of the Father, crowned with
immortal glory, and who shall shortly return
to be King of the whole earth.

— in the Holy Spirit, the openly manifest power
of God, which God bestowed at various times
and in various ways to reveal His knowledge
to humankind, to support His spokesmen, to
confirm His utterances, and to demonstrate
His supreme power and authority.

—in life as the gift of God, and in our sacred
responsibility to use it for God and His com-
ing Kingdom.

— in humankind as providing the raw material
from which shall be selected and developed
a superior, God-honoring people upon
whom God will bestow the blessings of
immortal life in His soon-coming Kingdom.

—in ourselves as capable, with the help of
God, of applying to our own lives the pre-
cepts and principles taught in the Word of
God, in this way perfecting that high quality
of moral character which God has promised
to recompense with life eternal in His heav-
enly Kingdom on earth.

— in the promise of God, that Jesus Christ will
soon return to rid the earth of all sin and suf-
fering and inaugurate an eternal and world-
wide kingdom of peace and righteousness,
until God’s will is done here as it is now
done in heaven.

The Herald and the KING

Oun PLANET will soon witness the greatest events
in its history. For centuries God has been silent.
But that silence will soon be broken by the
arrival of Elijah the prophet, who comes to her-
ald the Second Advent of Jesus Christ. “Behold,
| will send you Elijah the prophet before the
coming of the great and dreadful day of the
Lord:...lest | come and smite the earth with a
curse” (Mal. 4:5-6).

Then shall follow the King of kings and Lord
of lords, to begin His momentous work of trans-
forming our world into the glorious and eternal
Kingdom of God.
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o be alone 1s ane of the
most dreadful of human plights.
Ty be forced Lo face life alone
through times of pain or suffering or
loss, or even joy and success, with no
one to care or share, is something
evervone wishes to avoid.

To be lacking human help is bad
enough; to be without God or hope in
the world is an Incomparably worse
plight.

And God be praised, this latter is a
situation we can avoid,

'raise God for the companions
and friendships He has provided to
soften the hard places of lifel Thank
Him that we are able to care and share
with ane another. Thank Him for all

that He has done to make our lives

pleasant and our loads bearable

Bul try as we may, we soon realize
that we are up agalnst forces and circum-
stances beyond our ontrol. Try as we
may, we cannot assure that our pleasant
associations will continue right through
to the end of our lives; the best, as well as
the worst in this world, is temporary.

However, if we look deeper, if we are
able tosee our lives in an eternal perspec-
tive, these very unwanted circumstances
may be the hand of God drawing us to
Him, compelling us to trust Him above all,
teaching us in very real terms that "t
thirgs witich are seen are temiporal; that
anly “the thirgs which are not séen are eter-
mal™ (2 Cor. 4:18),

Even if we find ourselves without
human support, we can still know that
there is no circumstance of life that can
separate us from God unless we allow it,
“He that dwelleth in the seceet place of the
most High shall abide"—no guestion abo
it, such a one “shall abide wnder the shudow
of the Almighty” (Ps. 91:1). And how can
we fear if we are within His protecting
shadow?

There is no power in the whole uni-

by Rurn B Sisson

verse that can sep-
arate what God has joined—the one who is
truly determined to be His, who is seeking
His Kingdom, His approval, His righteous-
ness, His rewards above all else.

What does this mean? [t means that
those who truly love God, who surrender
their natural right to trust themselves, who
give up their lives to do His will, to speak
His words, to think His thoughts, to adopt
His pattern of life for us, we nat alone, and
no power e the whole universe can ever sepi-
rate them from Him,

[his was the persuasion voiced by the
apostle I'aul in that memorable passage in
his letter to the Romans, We read: “f frave
Become absolutely convinced thal neither deatly
nor life, wetther messenger af Heaven nor
manarch of darth, nefther what happens today
wor whtat may happen tomorrow, peither a
power front on high nor a power front below,
nor anyiiing elsg in God's whole world Tays any
power to separate ws frome the love of God in
Christ fesas our Lord” (Rom. 8:38-39
Phillips).

This mighty confidence has been the
strength and support of God's peaple in all
ages. Circumstances may have seemed
against them, but what did it matter, it God
was working all things together for their
eternal good! Whatever else they might lose,
whatever the suffering, whatever the trial
they might have to face, it was only for a
moment and then all the measureless bless-
ings of eternity would be theirs. With God
on their side, they could not be defeated.

This was the spirit in which the prophets
of old lived, and which they did their best
to infuse into those who heard them.

Too Vast?

I'here is another cause for a feeling of alone-
ness which some people today are experi-
encing. It is a feeling of futility that comes
with a realization of the vastness of the Cre-
ation—of which we are an infiniteésimal
part.
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No doubt about it, as scientists
peer deeper and deeper into space,
the creation seems to-expand, and
our part in it becomes smaller and
smaller,

Go outside on a starry night and
realize that you are gazing into 4
vastness beyond fathoming. The
Hubhble space telescope in its brief
time has photographed billions upen
billions of galaxies, and each galaxy
cortains billions upon billions of
stars. Who can think for a moment
that we are alone?

Many scientists are now speculat-
ing about the possibility of life on
other planets in the vast expanse of
space.

In December 1995 the Hulible
space telescope stared for 10 days at a
small patch of sky near the handle of
the Big Dipper—a pinpoint the size
of the area blocked by a grain of sand
held at arm’s length. From within
that area at least 1500 galaxles,—
many oty one four-billionth as
bright as the dimmest light the
human eye can see—were revealed in
a single breath-taking panorama.

Are we tempted to fesl alone as we
contemplate this immensity?

Let 1t rather speak fo ws of the greal-
mess of the God we serve, the magni-
tude of the power that sustains us,
and of the surety of His power to do
for us what He has already done for
countless beings before us. Yes, “this
Grod is owr God forever and ever.” Even
in all this vastness our little lives can
count—when we place ourselves en
His side.

God has promised His faithiul
children that He will acknowledge
them, to work with them, to preserve
them, to remember them, to keep
them, and ultimately to reward them
with the richest of His blessings,
“even fife forevermore.” He has
promised to do for them "excecding
abtndantly above all that we ask or
tifnk”™ (Eph. 3:200—f they will just
cooperate with Him, If they will trust
their lives to His directing, if they
will exchange their ways for His, and
their thoughts for His. Those who are
doing this are nof alone. Is it not a
most gracious promise?

The Struggle with Worthlessness
We human creatures are 50 simall, so

weak, so powerless of ourselves. We
believe with all our heart that the
great things God has promised will
come to pass; yet, with all the disillu-
sionment and despair and disbelief
around us, it is not easy Lo be strong
in faith. It is not easy to see the real
worth and magritude of our cause.
We need some reassurance, as it
were, some message from God, some
telegram from heaven to say tous,
“Hold on a little longer—help is on
the way!”

Chur age is not the first Lo experi-
ence this struggle with worthlessness,
this longing to be and to do, this
desire for something great, some-
thing open. Years ago a certain peo-
ple had a similar problem. Te
strengthen them, the prophet Isaiah
addressed some heartening words
from which we teday can take
ceutage. In fact, they are directed
even more precisely to us than to
them. They are récorded in the S1st
chapter of Isaiah. Let us read the pas-
sage from the Living Bible:

“Listent to me, all who hope for deliv-
erance, who seek the Lord! Consider the
quarry from which you were mined, the
rock from whtich you were cut! Yes,
think about your ancestors Abralam
and Sarah, from whom you carne. You
worry at beiny so small and few, bul
Abrafuim was only one when | cafled
fafrne, But when I blessed hin, he became
a sreat nation, And the Lord will Bless
Israel again, and make her deserts blos-
sorm: her barven wildemess will becamme
as beautiful as the Garders of Edei. Jioy
artd eladness will be found there,
thanksgivire and lovely songs™ (1sa.
51:1-3; TLB).

“Listen,” says the Prophet, "all who
hape for deliverance, who seck the
Lard.” To whom does he'speak? [s it
possible that we may qualify as part
of the Israel God will bless? The nat-
ural Israelites, of themselves, were
few and weak; but they enjoyed a
rich heritage in God. They had been
cut from a noble quarry. Behind
them were great names of faith:
Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Jacob. "And
the: Lord will blgss Israel again.”

May we not be among them, the
greater “lsrael” whom He has
promised to bless in His own good
time? Can we not claim this promise,
too-—if we are His pedple?

e are not
alone if we are on
God’s side.
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Looking still deeper into this pas-
sage, is it not a lesson that God
regards quality above quantity ! True,
“Abrutian was oy one,” but he was
one God chose. And when God
chooses one; 1t tells us something
aboul the guality of that one. Is not
God willing and able to bless and
glorify any remnant He chooses?

And so the Prophet says: “Look
al the Rock from which yvou hawve
been carved, look at the One (o whom
vour belong, the One wiho is belvind
Vi, supporting vow, apholding vou,
atried kg vou whaat vou are....
Dt 't worry at being so small and
few.. You ook up to Abraham, anld
Abralyen was ondy one when | ealled
Blem, one Jrest Tike voee. It was [ whi
mtaede Abratuam great” (TLR). Il we
are weak and small, that is God's
problem, not ours.

0 be lacking

human help is bad
enough; to be without
God or hope in the
world is a plight
incomparably worse.

M.nn_.' are the people of God
through the ages who would have
been overwhelmed but for this
steadying, heavenly support.

Look at the life of David. Very
early in life, David learmed to trost
God. Scarcely out of his teens, he
had to flee for his lite from the jeal-
ous Saul. Again and again he was
forced to flee; even though he
knew he was innocent; even

though he was the anointed king-
to-be. Again and again he found
himself alone, with only the pres-
ence of God for company. He was
alone, and yet he was not; lor the
God he served and reverenced was
with him,

Many are the: Psalms that David
wrote during this time, before he was
thirty years of age; and through them
all shines his confident trust In the
presence of God with him. During
those early years he was building the
reverence and faith he would need
to carry him through the strenuous
days of kingship. During those early
vears he was building the close fel-
lowship with God which he would
need to steady him upon the throne,

Read the Psalms and notice how
all sufficient the Lord was to Davicd
The Lord was David’s buckler, his
staff, his stay, his strong arm, his
shield, and him that “girdeth me with
strevigth, and maketh my way perfect.”
God was his salvation, and “thy right

hervd holdeth me. wp, amd Hry gentleness
hath made me great” (Ps. 18:32-35)
ol was his rock, his lortress, his
deliverer, and the horn ol his salvia-
thon, He was not alone, Hear the
praver he voices: "I huve called upere
thee, for thew wilt hear me, 0O Cod:
incline thine car unto me, and Bear m)
speccl, Show thy marvellous lovingkind-
ness, O thou that savest by thy right
hand them which put their trust in
thee.... Keep me as the apple of the eye,
tide me under the shadow of thy wings”
(s, 17:6—8),

To David, the most dreadful of all
thoughts was the thought that God
might forsake him, To lose God would
be 1o lose everything. “Forsake me nol
ntterly, " he pleaded (Ps. 119:8), Even
in the most humiliating moments of
deepest sin'and repentance, his great-
est fear was not of punishment but of
being cast aside by God. "0 Lond,
rebuke me not in thy wrath; neither chas-
tert mie i thy el displeasure.. forsake e
i, O Lovd: O miy Godd, be not far from
me, Make haste fo help me, O Lord of nmy
sadvation”™ (38:1, 21-22), When given
his choice of a punishment for his sin
in numbering Israel, his only answer
was, "“let e fall now ieto the hands of
G, for very great are s mercies: but let
me ol fall into the hand of man®
{1 Chron. 21:13}.

Lmrk, alse, at the prophet Samuel.
When he was scarcely grown up, Eli
the high priest, who had guided him
through childhood, died, and Samuel
found himsell without any strong
support, save his God, We wonder
why, yet can we say that God didd mot
know!? Was this perhaps God's
unique and special way of drawing
Samuel to Himself?

A young prophet in Israel, Samuel
faced an all but impossible task, Of
the first tweniy years of his adull
career we know nothing, save that he
was judging Israel, for we read that
Samuel judged Isracl “all the days of
fris life.” Through much of it, there
seemed to be nothing eventiul
enough to even make the record. But
during this time, Samuel was building
a favorable record before God, He was
seeking God, serving God, praying,
and growing stronger and stronger in
the faith of his Fathers; we know,
because when the crisis hour arrived
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and Israel demanded a king—and
rejected Samuel—these are the
noble qualities of character that
shine in Samuel.

It was a dramatic hour. The forces
of the Philistines were coming
against Israel. The people had
gathered not for battle but for
revival, But Samuel did not panic.
Instead, as was obwiously his habit,
he turmned for help to God, and
God responded in a most wonder-
ful way, sending terrifying thunder
upon the Philistines so that they
turned and ran—and all the
Israelites had to do was pursue
them. It was a moment of high
courage and trivmph for Samuel’s
faith, Samuel was not alone.

Thlnk also of the three Hebrew
children, Shadrach, Méshach and
Abednego, refusing to bow down
to the golden image which Neb-
uchadnezzar the King had set up.
Honorable mention is given them
in Hebrews 11: they “guenched the
violence of fire.” And so they did.
There is a popular song which runs
tir their credit: “Wouldn't bow,
wouldn't budge, wouldn't burn.”
And it is true, Tough men were
they, these men of God, so tough
that no power in earth could make
them compromise their convic-
tion. If they had to stand alone,
they would still stand, not bow.

Even in the presence of the furi-
ous Nebuchadnezzar their detenmi-
nation was unmoved: “We will not
how dovwn, or worship vaur gods.”
There was no evidence of any
witching Divine presence as they
continued to stand, nor was there
as the soldiers seized them, roughly
bound them with cords, and slung
them into the midst of the fiery
furnace. The men who threw them
into the furnace perished from the
intense heat, but the thiee Hebrew
children in the midst of the fiery
flames suffered not at all. Here was
visihle evidence that they were nol
alone. Suddenly the unseen
guardian became visible as a fourth
person in the flames, The angel
had doubtless been standing with
them all the time;, but unseen, Now
theyv—and everyone else—~knew
that they were not alone.
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r1-‘hink. of Jesus in the garden.
There was no evidence of any
helping hand, or sustaining Divine
presence at this most critical hour,
Yet, when Jesus had stood the test,
when He had relinguished the last
hold on His own will and could
say, “Father, not as Fwill, but as
Thou wilt,” there appeared sudden-
W “an angel of the Lord, strengthen-
ing Him.” He was not alone,

Wwﬂ the sea was raging angrily,
mercilessly tossing a tiny craft, and
its precious cargo included the
apostle Paul, the beloved Luke, and
all who were with them, it was a
lonely hour. After two days, their
strength was spent. After three
days, they lightened the ship, hop-
ing to Improve their chances
of survival. But for another
11 days the angry sea con-
tinued to rage. Nothing
but a few thin and oack-
ing boards separated them
from an immense, watery
grave, All hope that they
would be saved was gone,
I'hey were alone. Yet they
wiere not alone, for one
night the angel of the Lord
stood by his beloved Paul, and
assured him of His protecting
presence. They were not alone.
Years later when this same
Apostle stood at last before the
heartless Neto to receive his sen-
tence of death, and knew that his
hours of mortal life were nums-
bered, what more lonely experi-
ence could a mortal face. There
wis no visible sign of the Divine
presence. Butl the noble, victorious
Apastle did not fear. Well he knew
that the same angel who had stood
by him on the sea was with him
now, and nothing the mighty
Emperor might do could change it
And even as he heard the fatal sen-
tence, he saw above all the glory of
the immontal crown awaiting
him—now only a few conscious
moments away (in death he would
know nothing). He was not alone.

W‘mn the apostle John was ban-
ished to lonely Patmos, with only
the hostile winds and barren rocks

for company, with no human
voice to cheer or human hand to
comfort, he was indeed alone. Yet
we know that God was watching.
He was not alone, All unknown to
Johm, the script for the great reve-
lation was even then being pre-
pared for the glorious drama he
would soon behold, in which John
himself was to be the principal
actor, along with Christ and the
angels, What glorious company!
Truly, he was not alone!

The God Whoe Remembers

Une grand assurance that we are
not alone Is the endearing promise
of God recorded by the prophet
Malachi. "Then they that feared the
Lord spuke often one to anather: and

od has a gracious

“Never Alone” Insurance plan

for every true believer.

the Lovd hearkened, and heard it, and
i hook of rernesnbrance was wrillen
before him for them that feared the
Lord, and that thought upon his
e, And they shall be mine, saith
the Lord of hosts, in that day when |
ke up my fewels; and I will spare
them, as a man spareth his own son
that serveth him®™ (Mal. 3:16-17).

Here is presented God’s gracious
“Never-Alone” insurance plan. It is
a promise with a guarantee: “They
shiall be ming, ... and 1 will spare
them, " What are Hs terms and con-
ditions?

First, the people who can claim
this promise are all God-fearing—
they fear the Lord and reverence
His name. There is a holy awe and
regard for His majesty in their
hearts and in their lives. It is a
wholly dominating attitude of
mind. Not for a moment do they
forget Him, There are no dark cor-
ners in thel lives which His light
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tempted to feel
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speak to us of the
greatness of the
God we serve, and
of the surety of

does not discern, illuminate, and
purify.

Then, they are God-thinking:
they think upon His name, And
when we realize that His name is
called the Word of God (Rev,
19:13), 15 it not a most wonderful
realm in which they roam? They
do not leave their minds open to
whatever vagrant thoughts may
come or 2o, Consciously they
exert the effort and confine their
thinking to “His name": they think
“upon his name.” Whatever they
are doing, thelr minds are domi-
nated by this: that they hold God
and His law in highest esteem; and
here 15 all their concern, all their
desire, and all their thought. They
prize it so highly and set such
value upon it that it is constantly
on their minds. Nothing in life is
too compelling or too impottant 1o
distract them. Everyvthing else is
viewed or thought about as
through this one holy looking
glass.

As a natural result, they are God-
speaking—they speak often one to
another about the things that mean
the most to them—their God, their

glorious hope, and all that pertains
to it. The reality of this rich fellow-
ship is constantly with them. Their

whole lives are bound up in God,

and as a result—and quite natural-
ly—He is the gentral topic of their
conversation. They live and work
very much as other men and
women, but all the while their
minds are drawn to God. All of life
is pervaded by their sense of duty to
God; all of life becomes a worship
and a prayer. Their work is to the
Lord; and whatever they do, they use
their minds, their bodies, their wills
not as their property, for their gratifi-
cation or satisfaction, but as God's,
[n God is theiy highest love, their
purest joy, their deepest delight.
Asa result, they can live in the

His power to save
world while being no part of it. In

and bless. . =
the midst of the grossest spiritual

. ignorance, they maintain an active,
vibrant spiritual life. Wherever they
are, whatever they are doing; they
are conscious of God and their duty
to Him. When alone, they meditate.
When together, they converse, Their
whole life 15 Aooded with God, rich

in faith and glowing with hope,

So exemplary is their conduct, so
fruitful is their rich, disciplined
thought-life, and so well-chosen and
50 distinctive are their speakings one
to another that they draw the atten-
tion of the great God of heaven: “the
Lord hearkened and heard,” When they
speak, He takes notice; He stops to
listen!

Still more, He directs His angel to
write down those words that He has
heard in a "book of remermbrance, * 1o
testify to their credit in the Day when
they shall be singled out for high hon-
ors,

Do oner words qualify Tor this distin-
guished recopnition of the great God?
Are our words such that we want

the Lord to hear?

What are their words that meet
with such ecstatic approval on high?

They are words that reflect the
honor and glory we owe to our great
G,

They are words expressing o God
our heartfelt gratitude and supreme
delight for the opportunities He has
extended to us, for inviting us to be
part of His eternal family.

They are words that strengthen
faith and build confidence in God.
They are words that feel and say firm-
Iy, “1 belfeve... | know._.. this is of
Lioad.”

When we have erred, they are
words of humble penitence and regret:
“I am sarry, T was wrong.” Again, they
are words of firm detérmination and
resolve: “1 will mever stoop to that
again."

They-are wards by which we seek
God's forgiveness and restoration;
“Lord, | pray, forgive my foolish
ways."

They are words that acknowledge
our need for God and our total depen-
denee upon God, that say: “Lord, 1
need You, more than | can ever real-
ize, T need You every moment, every
hour.”

They are words of humble subymis-
sion, by which we give up our will
and accept His. They are the heart say-
ing, in the midst of painful testing,
“Lord, if'it be possible, deliver me
fram this; nevertheless, nat as:1 will,
but as Thou wilt.”

They are words by which we
encourage and strengthen one anoth-
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er in the Lord. They are words
which say, “1 can; 1 must, and 1
will.L"

They are words by which we
stimulate ourselves and others to
greater and still greater efforts in
the Divine lite.

They are words that speak of His
honor, His praise, His glory, His
justice.

They are words that put iron
into the blood and steel into the
heart.

And they are not words spoken
just because they have the “right
tune” or “right sound,” or because
wie know they will bring the com-
mendation of our friiends. They are
words spoken from the heart, to
bulld not our own hionor but
God's: 1o defend His cause, His
honor, His greatness, His good;
that speak His truth without fear of
what others may think.

“Amd the Lord hearkened ard
heard.” He stopped to listen, And
He approved.

Have we judged our words by
this standard?

YAned a book of resnembrance was
weritten hefore lm, for therm that
fidred the Lord and that thought
wpon his name.”

What a credit if they are good.
But oh, how many words we
would never say if we remembered
that they were all being written
down, one by one, to be read back
to us at the Day of Judgment!

Then comes the richest heaven-
ly promise: “they shall be mine, says
the Lord.” Wonder surpassing worn-
ders, the God ol heaven promises
to claim these select individuals for
His very own, a prized possession,
part of His choice spiritual trea-
sure, His jewels! We read, “Amd they
shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts,
in that day when [ make up my jew-
els; and | will spare them, as a man
spareth fis own son that serveth liim”
{Mal. 3:17).

The Day has not yet arrived
when the Lord shall gather up
these “jewels,” but we already
know some of them by
name, . names like Noah, Nehemi-
aly Elijah, and Malachi from the
Old Testament times; names like
Paul, Peter, James, john, Mary,

Martha from the New. Shall our
name be among them?

It can be; yes, such ordinary per-
sons as we ourselves can be among
His shining jewels. All that is neces-
sary is that we meet the qualifica-
tions, that we become so
enwrapped in our sublime hope
and purpose that we fear the Lord,
that we think upon His name, and
speak often one to another ol these
things that are closest to our hearts.
We, too, can be classified among
those men and women “of whom
the world was not worthy” (Heb,
11:38), We, too, can be “jewels.”

Is It not a glorious company o
belong to? How can we think for a
moment that, in such company,
we are ever alone?

Nﬂw in this late hour, we need
to be living every moment in the
awareness that we are not alone;
that God has especially appointed
angels to minister to our needs, to
watch over us as we work and
record aur Hives, so that we may
have something to witness for us
in the Day to come. They are writ-
ing the text that we provide, Every
word, every thought 15 our own.,

And at this late hour, when
writing time is so limited, should
we not be extremely selective of
the words we speak, and the
thoughts we think?

Soon shall arrive the hour when
we shall no longer be able to modi-
fv, or edit, or delete from the
seript. What is written shall be
written, and its testimony will wit-
riess for or against us at that great
and final Day,

Let us never feel that we are
alone as we fight our battles
against sin. Norare we the first to
encounter the trials that are ours;
the road that we are traveling Is
nothing new and untried. Hun-
dreds, thousands, even millions
and billions have traveled it before
us—even all the heavenly hosts,
for is not God the “Lord God of
hosts*? And are they not every one
a victor? They, teo, had to battle
with sin; they, teo, had to lay aside
the welghts.

We are not alone, for God is with
us, However high the waves, how-

ever raging the storm; however dif-
ficult the test, if we are doing on
our part, God is with us. And now,
in this late hour, we need Him as
never before,

We need His strong, loving arm
to help us.

A man once told how as a voung
lad he lived with his family on a
rocky point that jutted out like a
long arm into a deep ocean bay.
To get to that point from the
mainland, he says; “you had a
choice, You could row a boat three
miles across the deep ocean bay, ot
you could walk seven miles by
land. Of course, | rowed the boat.”

One night as he was on his way
home, a fierce storm blew up, and
the quiet bay became an angry,
raging sea. “The wind was against
me,” he said. “1 was within sight of
that point, but my strength was
going fast. T was pulling for all |
was worth, but | couldn’t seem to
make any headway. | was losing
out, and 1 knew it. The wind was
Just too strong. | turned arouncd
onee more to be sure T could still
see the point, And when | turned |
saw it. And standing there at the
point was my Dad. | pulled harder
than ever, to get as close to the
point as | could, and when it
seemed 1 could do no more, there
was my Dad, wading out into the
ocean. With his strong muscular
arm he grabbed hold of my boat so
it wouldn’t be swamped by the
waves or dashed agalnst the rocks,
and pulled me to safety, 1 had
always believed my Dad loved me,
but that night [ knew it.”

Now that is what God does for
us. When we have done all that we
can do, and our strength fails, He
is there to help us, We can depend
on it—He is there, and He will not
let us be lost. When human hands
fail and human hopes are dashed
and the waves would almost over-
whelm us, He will be there, and
will bring us safe to shore.

This God 1s our God forever and
ever. Even now He is watching,
Standing at the rocky points of our
lives, He is there. Won't vou give
Him your hand—now, before it's
too late? +
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Whm is the biggest room in

the world? It is room for expan-
sion, room for improvement, room
for growth.

There dare many passages in
Seripture concerned with Christian
growth. One key passage is found
in-2 Peter 3:18, “But grow in grace,
and in the knowledie of our Lord and
Saviowur Jesus Christ.” This challenge
implies action upon the part of
everyone who names the name of
Christ.

How do we grow in grace?

We may grow in grace through
the process of Christian training
received in the home and church.
As we learn o discipline our minds
to dwell on thoughts Divine, as we
challenge ourselves to higher and
yet higher levels of obedience, we
grow in grace. This growth in favor
with God results in a strengthéning
of our spiritual relaticnship with
God, ever challenging us to higher
heights of spiritual maturity and
ultimately drawing us into an eter-
nal bond with God.

Peter exhorts us also to grow in
the “knowledse of our Lord and Sav-
iotr Jesus Chirist, ” This was knowl-
edge that Peter had learned
firsthand from the Master Him-
self. Doubtless as he wrote these
words, deep impressions from the
early years with his Master flashed
through his now mature mind,
Ihere had been lessons aplenty,
léssons which disclosed ever so
keenly his own deep need to
grow. It wias all part of the knowl-
edge of Christ as hie knew it. There
was no doubt in Peter’s mind as to

now and for ever.” —2 Peter 3

the verity of that knowledge.

This same knowledge of Christ
enlarged the heart of the apostle
Paul and caused his mind to grow.
Motice in all his Epistles that he
never argues with matters of faith
ar confidence. The knowledge Is
true—God is true—Christ is true,
All this is a foregone conclusion.
There is absolutely no guestion.
And so with great adoration the
Apostlc sings, "Blessed be the God
and Fatlier of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who hath Blessed us with all spiritial
Blessings in heavenly pliaces in Christ”
(Ephesians: 1:3).

Because of this' supreme confi-
dence, the apostle Paul Is a prime
example of a man growing in the
knowledge of Christ. Day and
night, vear in'and year dut, it was
on his mind, Christ had called him
with a purpose—he had been plant-
ed to grow,

And so with us. How little we
naturally know about Him. All we
learn we learn by being like Him,
following His example. But as we
grow in grace and knowledge of our
Lord and Saviour, we learn to resist
temptation as He did, to pray as He
praved, to work as He worked, to
imitate Him in godlikeness as He
imitated His Father, what spiritual
stature we shall attain!

As we grow in grace and in
knowledge, shall we not also grow
in love? “God is love, " wrote the
apostle John, and If we would be
Godiike, if we would be Christlike,
we tog must grow in all the many
meaningful aspects of this love—a
love that draws us to God and o

10

“But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both

what He is offering us and which
demands of us a corresponding
growth in our love for all that God
loves,

The Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ 1s also our Heavenly Father.
Because of this Divine relationship,
we can never be orphans—unless
we choose to be. IF we coopérate
with His plans, we are a part of His
paternal—and eternal—purpose,
How this thought should fill us
with appreciation for our high call-
ing and with a desire to:grow to ful-
fill it.

CQwr spiritual growth results from
a conscientious stewardship of all of
life, acting responsibly for all the
powers of mind and Dody that Ged
has entrusted to our care, But
growth is not autematic. It is only as
we apply what we know to our own
lives-that we will grow in grace,

As we mature in the Christian
life we will be able to see that our
chief hindrances to growth arise
from our own spiritual deficiencies,
our lack of faith, and our strong
wiltulness as we attempt to think
and plan without taking God into
all our thoughts.

This is why Peter admonishes,
“But grow in grace.” The greater the
spiritual man's growth in grace, the
mare perfect and complete will be
his likeness to Christ and the
greater will be his desire to keep
reaching for higher and still higher
attainments which, ultimately,
shiall invite him into the very pres-
ence of God,

What greater goal could we
seek” +
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o é: ord, You have said in Your Word that my words are important.

My words are an indicator of what is in my heart.

You have said that life and death are in the power of my tongue,
and that I must take the consequences of how [ use it. [ tremble
under the weight of this responsibility.

But Father; | believe that with Your help | can control what | say
with my tongue. You have promised that no temptation will come that
is more than I can bear, or You will make a way so that | can escape from
sin: Thank You, Lord, for that promise.

_ Help me to be quick to hear and slow to speak. Help me to have my tongue filled with
Your words, so that they will be life to those who find them and health to all their being.
Lord, I want to fill my mind with good thoughts, right thoughts, upright thoughts.
Then whatever my mouth speaks will be right, for You have said, Out of the abundance

of my heart, my mouth speaks.

Jesus said 1 will be judged for all my idle or empty words. | pray You, then, my Father,
to fill my words with faith, hope, love, so that they will never be idle or empty.

Lord, grant me a pure heart and pure words. Take the harshness and sting out of them,
so that they will never hurt or harm any of Your children. | choose to speak always for
You, words of life, peace, faith, joy.

Help me as I learn to harness my words, 1 want every word | speak fit for You to
hear. AMEN.




From a soldier’s life

L ‘A mong the many régulations and commands a
soldier must learn to preciston are the marching com-
mands. On a military base it is common to

hear.. "left, right, left, right._.ohe, two, three,
four,...company halt! about face! forward mareh!” as
the drill sergeant, calling cadence to the marching
troops, suddenly gives three commands reversing
their direction,

The Christian often finds it necessary to reverse
direction, sometimes even during a single day. To
please God means to turn completely, 180 degrees,
from the path of evil. The Psalmist exclaimed: “1 have
refused to walk on any path of evil, that | ray rémain
obedient to your word” (Ps. 119:101 NLT), The path of
evil and the path of righteousness lead in opposite
directions, one to eternal death, the other to eternal
life. 1f we are heading dewn the wrong path it is to
our best interest to change our course. The sooner,
the better,

Whenever we discover that our thoughts or actions
are counter (o the way of righteousness, let us remem-
ber these commands—COMPANY HALT! AROUT FACE!
FORWARD MARCH!

COMPANY HALTI-What does this mean? Whatever
wrong you are doing, stop it!

ABOUT FACE! ~Turn in yvour tracks—180 degrees—
toward the Master.

FORWARD MARCH! Go ahead and DO what is
right.

There is nothing ambiguous about these com-
mands. Each command is concise and to the point—
no room for misunderstanding,

What would happen {n a military drill if one troop
failed to do exactly as commanded? Every soldier
would get out of step and start stumbling onto the
heels of the one in front trying to march to cadence.
The pne out-of-step would later be taken aside and
drilled, and drilled, and drilled until every command
was obeyed to perfection. Whether the new recruit
was rebellious or just had coordination problems, the
problem would be resolved when after many long

hours of grueling practice he returned to the barracks
ready to drop in histracks.

I'he words of the apestle Paul take on new meaning
as we read: "Endure suffering aliong with me, as o good
soldier of Chirist Jesus® (2 Tim, 2:3 NLT). If Paul could
endure, so can we,

Christians are soldiers of jesus Christ, And remem-
ber, “As Christ’s soldier, do not let yourself becorme Hed up
i the affairs of this Tife, for then vou canmot satisfi the one
wher has endlisted you i fis aremy” (2 Tim, 2:4 NLT), All
who have agreed to serve Christ the Commander-In-
Chief have agreed to obey orders. This requires train-
ing, and the Lord has agreed to help In whatever way is
needed. Sometimes enly His Word is needed to get us
back in step, Sometimes the training must be more
sewvere, as Lthat of the new recruit whao was out of step.

One other observation should be noticed about
these commands—each has two parts (e.g. lorward
march!). There is first a direction, then a command.
While the first part may or may not be a part of the
command, it Is vital to obey properly the second part.
The timing must also be in cadence 5o all marchers
will execute the command precisely together.

Ouwr Commander knows that no amount of com-
mands will do any good unless He first gets the
trainee’s attention. This is done through the teaching
of the Word coupled with discipline. Unfortunately,
our Commander never seems to get the attention of
the majority. They remain entangled with the affairs
of this life and, consequently, never get in step: After
many attempts; our Commander sorrowfully leaves
them to themselves. Yes, they will perish without
propér training.

Have you ever heard of “marching to a different
drummer”? This would actually happen in military
training if the troops were not properly organized.
Suppose it is necessary for a call to arms and there is a
massive troop formation and one company after the
other marches to a large open place where they hear
the Commanding General speak. On the way each
company has a drummer and company sergeant

(Clontimued on page 26)
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Eible?

Know it PROPHETS

What prophet aneinted Saul king?

Where did Elijah hear the sl small voice”?

Who inherited the mantle of Flijah?

What prophet compared the natlon of Israel

to an unfaithful wife? What was her name?

5. What prophet was commanded not to mourn when
his wife died?

6. Who told David the story of the one ewe lamb?

7. What prophet foretold the coming of Elijah before
the second advent of Jesus?

8. Who was a herdsman of Tekoa?

9. Who said “What dath the Lovd reguire of thee™!

10. During the reigns of what kings did 1salah
prophesy?

11. Which prophet had a secretary to preserve his
sermons?

12. What was the secretary’s name?

13. What prophet described the proud, carefree young
ladies of old Jerusalem?

14. What prophet told Ahab and Jehoshaphat not to
fight against Syria?

15. What was the name of lsaiah's son?

16. What prophet was the son of a priest?

17.Who smashed an earthen vessel before the crowd
as a sign of the destruction of Jerusalem?

18. Whaose lips were cleansed in a vision by a coal
from the altar?

19. What prophet did the children call “Bald Head"?

20. Who was put in a cistern of mire and slime?

21. Wha told about the valley of dry bones?

22. What prophet had a vision of four chariots?

23. Name four prophets who lived in the eighth
century B, C,

24. Who said, “The just shall tive by faith*?
25. What prophet went “down to Nineveh"?
26, What prophet challenged the wisdom of God?

27. What two prophets worked hard to motivate the
people to rebuild the temple of the Lord?

28. Who wrote the shortest book in the Old
Testament?

29, When did the bones of a prophet restore a dead
man to life?

30, What prophet used a plague of locusts to describe
the defeat of true religion in the nation?

31. What prophet was thrust into a den of lions?

32. What prophet’s name is given to the last book in
the Old Testament?

Founs

1. Who was in the grave four days?

2. Who was brought to Jesus “borme of four™?

3. Of what river is it said, “Tt parted and became four
gads™?

4. Who had “four dovghiters who proghesied™?

5. Who demonstrated his change of heart by
saving: “If I have taken any thing from any man
by false accusation, 1 restore him fourfold "7

6. Who divided Jesus' garments into four lots?

7. Who said that there are four things which are
little upon the earth, but they are exceeding
wise—the ants, the conies (rabbits), the
locusts, and the spider?

8. Who tried to trap Nehemiah four times by
inviting him to have a conférence?

9. Who had a vision of a shieet, held up at four
corners, and containing all kinds of four-
footed beasts?

Fanmous Forties
1. What “forty” is associated with Noah?

2. What “forty” is associated with Moses?

3. What "fortv” is associated with Elijah?

4. What “forty” is assocated with these words:
“Man shall ot e by Bread alone™?

5. What “forly” is associated with the Israelites?

6. What prophet proclaimed: *Yet forty days, and
Nineveh shall be overthrown*?

7. The three greatest kings of Israel each reigned forty
years, Who were they?

8. Of whom, and when, was it said: *Being seen of
then forty days™?

9. Who said: “Forty vears ofd was Twhen Moses sent
mie to spy ot the Tavid™?

10, What great man spent forty years in the land
of Midian before God sent him to lead the
children of Israel?

ANSWERS O TAGE 26
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A e TR il Wy

there things you can’t do in worslhip
service? It seems wronyg to use msisical
instruments. There has to be a line
.-i_r:n-.-u somewhere.” —[, C., Geory

WHAT 5 worsHIP?
coarding te the Meérram-Webster

iOf1ary, '.'.'--I\.I'|||'- IS T reverrnee

offered a divine being or supernatural

power; also an act of expressing such
reverence; a form of religioys practice
with its creed and ritual.,” For our m
pose here we will confine the subject
to Christian worship.

N

) WHAT OR WHOM SHOULD ONE
® o ® worsmir?

Moses, as spokesman for the eternal
God, told the Hebrews: ... The Lord is
aiir Gind, the Lord alone... Do ot wor-
ship an r godls besides me, Do ot
ke fi ey Kind, whether in the
shape of binds or anfeals or fish, You
must sever warsiip or bow dows [o
themt,. T lavish oy love on those who
lonve e anned obey iy o ;

(Deul. 6:4: 5:7-10 NLT}). Jesus repeated
this siame command In the New Testa-
ment: “ The Seriptures say, “You must
warship the Lo your Crond: senve onth
frien™™ (Luke 48 NLT)

What about Chrst!? Aré we (o wor-
ship Him also? The apostle Pever says
ves. “ Four mese warsfelp Clirist ux Lord of
vour life”™ (1 Pet. 3:15 NLT). The wise
men from the East brought gifts to
Fesus when He was ancinfant, and
warshiped Him (Mitt, 2:11), And
when He is crowned King of the
whole earth He will receive worship
froan all who live, The book of Revela-
tion records the lofty adoration to be
given Him: “Worthy is the Lamb thet
was slain fo receive ponwer, anad riches,
el wiisdlown, amd strevigth, ad horosa
dmd glory, arnd Dlessing™ (Bev, 5:12)

Why is Jesus Christ worthy of wor
ship? Because of the singular place He
fills in the plan of God. Even belore
He was bom it was prophesied that
He would be called Emmanuel, “which
being fnterpreted fs Ciod with us” (Matt,
1:23]. Even now He is the firstfruits
frovm the dead, the first of Our race to

receive immortality (1 Cor. 15:23);
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and when He returns, He will con-
quer the nations and become the
supreme ruler of earth. All nations
shall “bow before him, all people
siadl sevve Him” (see Psalm 72; Phil,
2:9-11).

Since the heavenly Father has
committed the destiny of the earth
into His hands, can we not look up
to Christ reverently in worship?

ﬁ"d How SHOULD ONE WORSHIP?

When lesus visited the town of
Samaria He declared to the Samari-
tan woman He met at the well that
“Lhe time is coming and is already
here when true worshipers will wor-
ship the Fathwr tn spirit and in truth.
The Father {8 looking for arnyone who
will worslip him that way. For God is
Spirit, so these who worship Frim
st worslip in spirit and in truth”
(John 4:23-24 NLI).

Here we have Jesus Himselt
telling us how we must worship
Grod: “in spirit anad in trath.” I we
understand these words, then we
may know more about the mean-
ing of worship: However, the word
“spirit” has many and varied defin-
itions. 5o we must think of these
words of Jesus in the context in
which they were spoken.

The word “spirit,” used in this
verse, Is from the Greek word pren-
mit from which our English word
pretimoria and several other words
relating to the Jungs are derived.
The simplest definition for spirit is
breath or air. As used in this verse,
the old Hebrew term to breathe
upon is an expression meaning
speak to. Just as the words we
speak are o reflection of our
thoughts, so we are to wor-
ship God in thought and in
speech—acceptable thought
and acceptable speech.

To use acceptable
thought and speech in
worshiping requires
prepatation, And a large
part of preparation is
learning. The worshiper
who sacrifices to an idel
to appease his god cannot

worship truly because he worships
without knowledge of the true and
living God. One must acquire a
knowledge of God through His
written Word before he can form a
proper attitude and respect for
God. Two people may sit side by
side in Church, go through the
same motions, give the same per-
cent of their income, join in the
same prayers, sing the same songs,
vel one may be worshiping God
acceptably, the other may be an
abomination (Prov. 15:8; 28:9)—
because one is worshiping in “spirif
ard i truth® and the other’s first
Interest Is far away.

s

Worship that pleases God requires
preparation. To have our worship
accepted at the throne of heaven
we must put away anything that
God classifies as defiling. lesus
gave this llustration; “JIf vou are
staniding before the altar in the Tem-
e, affiering a sacrifice to God, and
you suddenly remember that somie-
one fas sometling agains! you,
fegave your sacrifice there beside thye
wltar. Go and be réconciled to that
person. Then corme and offer potr
sacrifice to God” (Matt, 5:23-24
NLT). What is the sacrifice that
God desires most? The sacrifice
He wants “is a broken spirit. A bro-
ken and reperitant heart, O God, you
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will not despise” (Ps. 51:17 NLT).

Jesus also told about those who
“honor me with their lips, but their
heurts are far frone me” (Matt. 15:8
NIVY While their hearts were put-
siting the goals of this world, they
could not worship God "in spirit
and in truth."”

Jesus told a story about twio
men, a proud Pharisee and a dis-
honest tax collector, who cach
ofiered a prayer to God. The dis-
honest tax collector went home
justified while the Pharisee was
not, Why? What made the differ-
ence in their worship? Compare
their prayers. The Pharisee prayed:
“I thertk vew, God, tHat [ am not a
sinner Hke everyone else, especlally
ke that tax collector over there! For |
never cheal, I don't sin, Idon't cgin-
miit adultery, I fast twice a week, and
I give your a tenth of my income.”
Now notice the attitude of the tax
collector as he “stood at a distance
arid dared not even lift his eyes to
hweaven as he prayed. Instead, he beal
Mis chest in sorrow, saying, "0 God,
be wnercifiel toome, for [aw a siner,'"
Jesus tells us which one was justi-
fled and why, "T tell you, this sinner,
nat the Pharisee, retirned home justi-
fied before God. For the progd will be
Tumbled, but the humble will be hor-
ored” (Luke 18:11-14 NLT).

In this little story we have two
pictures: ane of a broken ard repen-
tusit heart, the other of a proud and
self-righteous heart. Not only did
the I"harisee refuse 1o see his own
sins but he was quick to accuse
others. The Pharisee went home

condemned while the tax col-
lector humbled himsell
before God, confessing his
sins and asking for forgive-
ness. His attitade indi-
cates that he also went

one step further—he

repented, that s, made

a complete change by

not repeating the same

sins he had confessed.

The Phartsee was hypo-

critical, whitlé the tax

collector was sinoere,
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Abel and Cain made offerings of
worship which also tllustrate the
difference between acceptable and
unacceptable worship (see Gen.
4:3-5), Why was Abel's sacrifice
accepted while Cain’s was not?
One thought is that Abel offered a
blood offering while Cain's offer-
ing was of the fruit of the soil.
(Wycliffe Bible Encyclopedia; The
Teacher's Commentary). But was
this the reason? The Lord said to
Cain, “If thou doest well, shalt thou
not be accepted? and if thow doest not
well, sin lieth at the door” (Gen.
4:7). Abel was “righteous” (Matt,
23:35) while Cain was sinful (1
John 3:12; Jude 11). The fault was
not with the offering, but with the
one making the offering. Many times
God accepted offerings that were
the fruit of the soil. The Israelites
were dutybound by law to make an
offering to God of the firstfruit of
the grain harvest (Lev. 23:10). Oil,
meal (Alour) and grain offerings
{see Numbers 5:15; Leviticus 2)
were all part of the sacrifices loyal
Israelites were to bring,

ﬂ'ﬁ.ﬁ WHAT MAKES WORSHIP
ACCEPTABLE 10 Gon?
Acceptable worship must begin
with a sincere heart instructed in
the Word of God and continue
daily without interruption in a
consecrated life. Our continual
attitude and praver must be that of
the Psalmist: “Search me, O Gad,
ard know my heart: try me, and
kniow my thewghits: And sce if there be
ary wicked way in me, anted lead ine
i the way everlasting” (Ps,
139:23-24).

Worshiping God is not jusl
something we do when we go to
church, We are to “Pray without
ceasing: In every thing give thanks™ (1
Thess. 5:17-18).

Worship and the conduct of the
worshiper cannot be separated.
When the lsraelites were obeying
the laws regarding worship and
sacrifice yet were living in disobe-
dience to it, God actually detested
their worship. The Lord sent the
prophet Isaiah with this stern mes-

sage of warning: “Listen fo the
LORD), you teaders of Israel! Listen to
the law of our God, peaple of Tsrael,
Your act just like the nders and people
of Sodomt and Gomorralt, L sich
of your sacrifices,” says the LORD,
Thorr’t bring me army more bamt offer-
ings! I don't want the fat from pour
rires or other animals. don't want
ti see the Maood from your-offerings of
bulls and rams and goats. Why do
o keep parading fhrough my courts
with your worthless sacrifices? The
ircense vou bring me is o stench in
my nastrils! Your celebrations of the
few moart and the Sabbath day, and
your special days for fasting—even
your most pious meetings—are all
shafiel and false. T want nothing more
ter do with them, I hate all youy festi-
virls and sacrifices. | cannot stand the
sight of themt! From now on, when
you fift up your hands in prayver, |
will refuse to look. Even though you
offer many prayers, Iwill not listen.
For your hands are covered with the
Blood of vour fnnacent victims, Wash
yirrselves and be clean! Let me o
longer see poar evil deeds. Give up
your wicked ways. Leamn to do good”
(1sa, 1:10-17 NLT).

If we would worship God
acceptably, our conduct must be a
reflection of our worship. Scripture
contains many commands of this
sort. For example, Paul instrocted
the church of Thessalonica to
“enconrage each other and build each
otfer up, ... homar those who are your
leaders in the Lord’s work. They work
Terrcd vy you and warn you
against all that is wrong, Think high-
Iy of thes aead give theem your whole-
fiearted love because of their work,
And resmember to live peaceably with
each ather. Brothers and sisters, we
wrge vou to warn those wiho are lazy.
Encourage those who are tHmid, Take
tender care of those who are weak, Be
patient with everyone. See that no one
pays back evil for evil, but always try
to do good to cach other and [0 every-
ote clse, Always be joviul. Keep on
prrayving. No matter what fuippens,
abways be thankful, for this is God's
will for yom wie Belong f Christ
Jestis™ (1 Thess, 5:11-18 NLT).

Paul was constantly “encourag-
ing, comforting and urging” his
brethren "to fve lives worthy of God,
wha calls yenr fnto fis kingdom and
glorp” {1 Thess, 2:12), To the Eph-
esians he wrote, “As a prisoner for
the Lord, then, | urge yon to live a life
waorthty of the calling vou have
received, Be completely humble and
gentle; be patient, bearing with one
anather in love” (Eph. 4:1-2 N1V}

JJJ Is 1T WRONG TO USE

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS IN

CHURCH SERVICES?
The idea against using musieal
instruments in the Church arose
during the first centuries after
Christ. The major cause, according
to some scholars, was “Christian
resistance to mystery cults, as well
as Pharisaic aversion to musical
instruments in worship™4 Greek-
English Lexican af the New Testa-
wend and Cither Early Church
Literature,

There is nothing in the Bible to
indicate that God considers the use
of musical instruments in Church
worship as inappropriate. In fact,
we know of na place in Scripture
where the use of musical instru-
ments in worship service is spoken
against. Musical instruments were
in use long before Israel ever
became a nation. Early in Genesis
it is recorded that Jubal “was the
father af all who play the harp and
flute™ (Gen. 4:21 NIV).

During the time of David both
musicians and singers werg
appointed to function regularly at
worship services, The book of
I'salms resounds with the music of
trumpets, lyres, harps, flutes and
cymibals,

Perhaps the greatest concert of
music during Solomaon's réign was
at the dedication of the temple,
when "“The Levites who were musi-
clans—Asaph, Hernan, fedutfom, and
all their sons and brothers™ played
their "cypmbals, harps, ard (yres.”
“They were foined by 120 priests wii
were plaving tiompets. The trom-
peters ard singers performed together
b wenisen to pradse and glve thanks to
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the LORD. Accompanicd by trumpets,
cymbals, and other instruments, they
raised their veices and praised the
LOREY with these words: ‘He is so
gaod! His faithful fove endures forev-
er!" " We know that God approved
this worship, for we read that at
the moement when the singers sang
and the trumpets sounded, “a
clonud filled the Temple of the Lord,
The priests could not continue their
work because the glorious presence of
the: Lord filled the Temple of God ™ (2
Chron. 5:12-14 NLT).

The Lord again showed His
acceptance of this worship when,
at the end of the dedication, He
consumed the burnt offering and
the sacrifices (2 Chren. 7:1). It was
His unmistakable way of saving, "I
am pleased.”

Even though some believe the
New Testament is silent about the
use of musical instruments during
worship service, this is no sure evi-
dence that they were not uséd.
Paul makes mention of them to
the Corinthians in a dissertation
on speaking in tongues. “Amd even
thines without life giving soumnd,
whether pipe or harp, except they give
a distinction in the soimds, how shall
it be kngwn what is piped or haiped?”
(1 Cor. 14:7). While we are not
told directly, the context seems to
suggest that musical instruments
were used in worship service in the
early Church because the topic
under discussion was the proper
use of the gifts of the Spirit in pub-
lic worship services,

Paul charged the Colossians to
admonish "one another in psaims
and s and Spiritual songs,
singing with grace in your hearts to
the Lord" (Col. 3:16). He also
advised the Ephesians to sing and
make “melody” in their hearts
(Eph. 5:19), which is mentioned as
“eommurtication with the Lord by
singing and making melody (psal-
lontes, singing with astringed
instrument) in the heart” (The
Bible Knowledye Commentary).

The Enfianced Stremg’s Leéxicon
defines psal*lo (translated melody
in most transfations) as “1) to

pluck off, pull out; 2) to cause te
vibrate by touching, to twang; 2a)
te touch or strike the chord, te
twang the strings of a musical
instrument so that they gently
vibrate; 2b) to play on a stringed
instrument, to play the harp, etc,;
2¢) to sing to the music of the
harp; 2d) in the New Testament to
sing a hymn, to celebrate the prais-
es of God in song.”

It seems likely that the early
Christians limited the use of musi-
cal instruments in their worship
services not because God did not
approve of them but because of
the imminent dangers they faced.
Persecution could be expected any
time, and part of the time it was
severe. The persecution of the early
Church is well documented in the
history of the time. The following
is'a quotation from the Early
Church Fathers regarding persecu-
tion. De Fuga advised: “Lastly, if
you cannot assemble by day, vou
have the night.... Be content with
a church of threes” —Vaolume 4, IX..
D¢ Fuga In Persecutione. The
Church was under severe persecu-
tion during much of its infancy.

The most common place of
assembly and worship during the
first century was the home, We
have references to this situation in
Paul's writings. If you can imagine
the risk of being discovered while
holding services in vour home, vou
catt gasilv understand why musical
instruments may not have beéen
used in some of the churches dur-
ing a time when daiming to be a
Christian could mean death. It
would make a lot of sense to

refrain from anything that might
attract attention, even to avoid
gathering in large groups, Better to
“be content with threes," as De
Fuga suggested.

Another thought: If musical
instruments were not approved,
why will they be used in honering
Christ at His second advent (see
Rev. 5:8-9; 14:2—3; 15:2-3)? The
book of Kevelation alse mentlons
several times that angels will
make use of trumpets when Christ
returns. Even if the trumpet is
totally symbolic, it suggests the
use of musical instruments in wor-
ship.

ﬁJﬁ CONCLUSION

It seems only fair to acknowledge
that the use of musical instru-
ments was accepted as part of wor-
ship during Biblical times,

The aceeptability of one's wor-
ship depends on the purity and
sincerity of the heart of the wor-
shiper. There must be purpose in
what we do, a purpose which
includes a right attitude toward
God and the best interests of our
fellow beings. As Paul explained,
"Whatever...you do, vou must do all
fir the glory af God” (1 Cor. 1(:31
NLT) and "Let all things be done
decently and in order” (1 Cor,
14:40). The “all thirgs” must
Include our worship.

As long as the mannér of
singing and playing musical instru-
mients is not done to conform to
this world (Rom, 12:2), their usein
worship services should elevate
and inspire the worshipers and
honor and glorify God.  +

Mgiff.-%cssagt |

Order now...

to get yvour Megiddo Message 1998, all ten issues in
one hardbound volume, Yolumes will be mailed by
Apiil 15, Price: $318.00. Crders must be received
by Feb. 28, 1999,

Address orders to Megiddo Press, 481 Tharston Roadd,
Rochester, NY 146 19-16497,

MEGIDDO MESSAGE » Febnuary 1999

17



O “Wsevere famine forced Elim-
elech, accompanied by his wife,
Maomi and their two sons, Mahlon
and Chilion, to leave Israel and
relocate to the land of Moah.
While there, Elimelech died, leav-
ing Naomi alome with her two
sons: They both married Moabite
women, Orpah and Ruth. About
ten years later both her sons died.
Naomi was now alone, with only
two daughters-in-law, Orpah and
Ruth.

Then Naomi heard that the Lord
had blessed His people in Judah by
giving them good crops again.
Bereft of husband and sons, she
decided to return to her own coun-
try. She announced the decision to
her daughters-in-law who loved her
very much. Sad at the thought of
losing their mother-in-law, they

“Orpah kissed her mother-in-law
good-by, but Ruth clung
to her."—Ruth 1:14 NIV

started with heron the long
journey toward Judah. Naomi
loved both her daughters-in-
law and was overjoved to
have them with her.

But Naomi was not a self-
ish woman, Not far from
Moab she explained to them
that the journey would be
difficult and they would face
many uncertainties. They
cught to return home where
they would be among their
own people and family.

She blessed them both
and kissed them goodbye
and all three broke down
and wept. They knew thal
once they had parted they
wioald never see each other again.
"Nol" they said, with tears
streaming down their dusty faces,
“We want to go with you to yeur
peaplel™ At this point there seems
ta be no difference between the
characters of Orpah and Ruth,

But this was only the lirst test.

Serving the Lord was no small
decision, and Naomi must be cer-
tain that her daughters-in-law
were willing to make the sacri-
fices. “Why should vou go on
with me?" she queried. 1 am old
and cannot provide more sons for
vou. And even if | could, would
you refuse to marry until they
were grown? Of course not, my
daughters!” She wanted them to
think seriously of the sacrifice,
and, more importantly;, of their
reasons for going with her. As
they again wept together, Orpah

kissed her mother-in-law goodbye
and turned back toward Moab.

At this point Ruth insisted on
staying with Naomi. But there
would be vet another test. "Look,”
said Naomi, "your sister-in-law has
gone back to her people and to her
gods, shouldn't you de the same?”
Ruth replied, “Dort’t ask me ta leave
you and turn back! T will go wherever
you go and Hive wherever you tive.
Your people will be my people, and
your God will be my God. T will die
where you die and will be buried
there. May the Lord punish me severe-
b df L allow anything but death to
separate ws!™ (Ruth 1:16-17 NLT)

18
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At this, Naomi urged her no moere, There was no
more reason to press the issue. She now knew that
Ruth's heart was one with hers, with her people, and
maost important, with fier God! Here was the cement
that would bond their lives together as nothing else
ever could. Naomi had shown the wise, loving con-
cern that comes from godliness. She had shown by
example her faith and hope even during severe trials.
Both her daughters-in-law had seen the strength ot
faith that had brought her through the dark valleys of
life. But it was Ruth who took it to heart and under-
stood its value. “Your God shall be my God," she
insisted.

1s our zeal for God as great as was hers 7

Ruth and Naomi journeyed on to Bethlehem. It was
the time of the barley harvest when they arrived. So
Ruth went to the fields to glean behind the harvesters.
The owner of the felds, Boaz, was very kind Lo her,
Ruth humbly bowed to the ground and thanked him
warmly. “Why are vou sa kind toome?” she asked, “Lam
oty a foreigner.” Boaz replied, " Yes, 1 know. [ also know
about the love and Kindness you have: shown veur mother-
in-taw ever since your husband died, and how you left your
father and mother and even yotr own land to Tive here
amony stranyers. [know how you have come to frast in the
God of Israel, under whose wings yon have come to trust.
My He riward you fudly.”

"Sir, vour kind words are so very comforting to
me,” she said. “1 hope 1 continue to please you,
though 1 am not as worthy as one of your workers.”
As Peter sald, “God resisteth the prowud, and gives grace to
the liurble” (1 Pet. 5:5). Yes, the Lord would bless
Ruth. And He did. She continued to glean through
barley harvest and then through wheat harvest. In
this way she was bountifully blessed with all the
necessities of life,

We reap what we sow, and now Ruth was about
to reap another blessing. [t was then that she was
married to Boaz and had her first son. She took it to
her mother-in-law, Naomi, and put it in her arms.
Yes, Naomi did indeed have another son in her old
age, She took care of Ruth's child as if he were her
own. “At last Naomi has a son again!” said the
neighboring women. And so they named him Obed,
which means “serving.” This noble woman, Ruth,
became the great grandmother of David, and is of
the lineage of Jesus Christ, our soon coming King of
all the earth,

And what became of Orpah? She turned back to her
own famlily and her gods. We hear nothing more

about her, Her name has forever faded into the past

and will, except for this brief mention of her in the
Book of Ruth, be forgotten forever.

What of us, you and me? Are we as determined to
put our faith in God and come under the shadow of
His wings for refuge, as was Ruth? Or, when the road
becomes rough will our faith wane and will we be like
Orpah and turn back to our old gods of sin where we
felt so comfortable?

Have we counted the cost, and are we fully ready to
suffer the loss of anything God forbids for the Master's
sake? Is our heart fixed upon Christ, bound with cords
of faith and determination?

Orpah is heard of no more, but Ruth lives in histo-
ry and her name is recorded in the "Book of Life.” She
is awaiting the day when Christ will pronounce “well
done” and give her an even greater inhéritance than a
small space of time we call mortal life,

Yes, there is more, much more for the determined,
wholehearted, dedicated servant for life. For those
who are willing te give all that is passing away; God
will give that which is lasting—even life, unending
life. + —Conrtributed

Daily Inventory
anri evening comes, xo off info a quict place and review your day.
Have yont beent kind and thoughtfal, or meant and thorughtless?
| Have you kept an even temper, or lave vou lost vour temper when things have gone wrong?

Have you been pleasant, or groichy?

shirink smaller?

highest ideals.

Have vou inspired those whom vou have met, or have you depressed and discouraged themt?

Have vou done something creative and worthwhile, or have you wasted the day with petty things?
Have you been square and fair in what you've done!

Have you increased the happiness-moments in the lives of others, or have you thought ondy of vourself?
Have vou enlarged your mental horizon, expanded vour personality—have you grown larger, or

Wt we do day by day determines what we becorne. Howre by hour we build oo fives for better
or for warse, A daily inventory will lelp to keep us on the right track, headed toward our

—Selected
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H HONEST- ‘;.T
All the Way

(Ll

Li!lian, I've just made the biggest mistake of my
lite. And | don’t know what to do.” Jake was just
home from work and thoroughly discouraged. “1 can’t
do it, Lillian, | just can’t.”

“Whatever are you talking abouwt, Jake? What can't
you do? What's wrong?”

“I'm through with something—it’s either my job ot
my faith, I've come to the point of either-or, It can’t
be both. If I'm going to insist on being honest, 'l lose
my job."

“You don’t mean Mason Incorporated wants a dis-
honest auditor?”

“No, noy that's not it. It's all a matter of honesty.
How far da | take it?"

“T'd say honesty all the way,” Lillian spoke with
firmness. "But tell me, Jake, what has happened?”

And the story came. It all started—apparently—
from a casual visit with his supervisor Bud Wilson a
few days before, (Bud Wilson owned a share of the
company.)

Bud happened by when Jake had just discovered a
sizeable mistake—nine thousand dollars worth of
material the company had received and never been
billed for. “There's $9000 Johnson & Fillmore's would
never have gotten if we didn't tell them about it," Jake
had commented to Bud,

“You mean vou fold them?" Bud was shocked that
Jake would report so fortunate a mistake. “Nobody

reports mistakes in their favor,” he had said. “1 mean
nabody.”

"Certaindy 1 told them,” Jake had replied. "Could-
n’t think of doing anything else. Wouldn't we want
to know about it If we were in their place 7"

"We surely would,” interrupted Lillian. "That's
Jesus' principle. That's the Golden Rule, which every-
hody likes to think they live by.”

“Well, Bud couldn’t see It that way. He told me
plainly T should have kept qulet and saved $9000 for
our company. And then he left, mther anxious to for-
get the embarrassing little matter, if | am any judge. |

don't think he liked the idea that | was trying to be a
little more honest than he felt necessary. But neither
did he like my reporting the mistake, So there you are,

"But is that the whole story, Jake?”

“No, I didn't really think too much about the inci-
dent until today when the president calied me to his
office. He said he wanted to brief me on what he
called ‘company policy,” Reporting mistakes on bills,
he told me, was to be strictly a one-way business,
always and anly in our favor. ‘We can't afford to keep
you on our payroll otherwise,” he sakd, ‘Competition is
too keen. We need all the advantage we can take.
And,’ he assured me when | showed a look of objec-
tion, ‘there's nothing wrong about it You'll just be
following company rules. Understand?™

"That's a nice way of putting it,” interposed Lillian.
“What did you tell him?"

“I told him I understood, and he shook my hand
and dismissed me. That's all there was to it. But that's
where | went wiong, Lillian. | can’t be dishonest In
my work and be a Christian, even il the dishonesty Is
called ‘company policy,’ can I What do you think?”

“Never, Jake, never, never!”

“But Lillian, do you realize what this means? If |
insist on reporting mistakes and 1 lose my job—"

“We'll make out, Jake. There is always a way. God
will provide—somehow. We're both young and
healthy."

“But jobs—especially good, steacly ones like this

i
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one—are hard to come by. Especially now.”

“Don’t worry, Jake, our greatest concern is that we
do what is right. What God calls right. Why did you
agree to go along with the president's polioy?”

"It didn’t strike me at that moment what it meant.
Following ‘company policy’ sounds Innocent enough.
But—"

“But there's nothing innocent about it. God calls
wrang, wrong, whatever name we like to give it. He
wants us honest clear through.”

“I'm going back to the president’s office in the
morming, first thing.”

“And if he says vou are through and you lose vour
job..."

“Well, I'll take the risk. Being right before God is far
more important” said Jake! “My job isn't worth any-
thing compared with my integrity, and my prospects of
eternal life. And being even a little dishonest Is far too
dangerous a risk.”

“You're right!” agreed Lilkian, "God wants us hon-
est all the way.”

e & & & % %
ake’s worst fears came true. In the morning he
went to the president’s office, explained his position,
and within an hour was back home. Fired.

But that wasn't the end of it. About two davs later

as Jake was reading the want ads in the newspaper,

the phone rang. It was a Mr. Liovd Johnson of lohn-
son and Fillmore, inguiring for Jake Petril. “It's been a
lomg route reaching youw,” he said, “1 really thought I'd
have to give up, About the nine thousand dollars. .. |
just want to deliver my personal thanks to you and
your company, not for the money so much as in
recognition of your integrity.”

Jake was silent,

“You are Jake, aren't you?”

"Yes," replied Jake.

“And vou do work for Mason Incorporated?”

“1 wsed to,” was the hesitating reply.

“You mean vou quit vour job?" Mr. Johnson
showed his surprise,

“Not exactly,” sald Jake. “It was just that,..that |
couldn't do my job the way my boss wanted it done.
6."

"80 you're looking for work?"”

"That's right."”

“I have an opening for a comptroller that I've been
trying for three months to fill. Weuld yvou be able to
come for an interview this afternoon?”

Jake was speechless for a moment as he gathered
his thoughts, *“Why, why ves. Yes, | would be pleased
to come. I'm not sure | have the background you need
for that job, sir.”

“You have the integrity, that's an important qualifi-
cation to start with. I'm confident we can work out
the rest.,” #

"Gnlllg up!” is the call of the elevator operator, or "Golng
down!™ In most parts of the world, elevator operators have been

teplaced by buttons and automatic sensars, but one way or another
the direction must still be glven.

Some people are always going up. They are always looking up.
Their aim, their conversation, their aspirations, their outlook, all
are up. To spend a few moments in their company is to receive an
uplift. They breathe an atmosphere of highest purity and they give
us a fresher outlook to carry on our way. In fact, to a few sensitive
souls these “clevators” may even De o silent rebuke by their con-
stant energy and stubbom determination to go up,

Why be a negative “elevator”? Why go down when the topmaost
floor of perfection is beckoning? Happiness and deep-rooted joy
come only when we are moving upward! Don't call “Going down”
when the mists of doubt obscure the pinnacle. Instead, apply the
lens of faith to your faltering vision and speed upward.

Ignore the defeatist's cry, “Going down,” when the way seems
rugged and steep. Difficult places, uncertainty, heartaches enlarge
the soul, broaden our sensibilities and bring out the best that is in us

Let the echoes of “Going down”™ die in the low places while you
specd up. The upward call may mean going upalone—and yet noi
alone, for there are a few whose cry Is “Going up!” The heiglits
Have captured thedr hearts, their thoughts, their wills, their tongues,
their actlons, thelr imaginations. These “elevators” are straining,
pressing, reaching, forcing thelr way upward,

WIll you answer the call, "Golng Up?" +
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A Personal Experience

Paul came into

my office, as he
often does, to dis-
cuss a business
| matter. He looked
like he could have
used a lot more
sleep. Could he be
having family prob-
lems, or could it be his
new job?
A few months carlier he
had beén down to seck my
acdvice on accepting a new posi-
tion with the company. [ assuted him
that he would do well, but we both
agreed that it would not be to his best
interest if it imposed on his Bible study
or family life.

We had previously worked together
on a few assignments and 1 had béen
impressed by Paul's high moral charac-
ter. However, it wasn't until we had to
fly out of town (o resolve a customer
problem that | became better acquaint-
ed with him. It was then that | lecarned
he was a Sunday 5Schoal teacher.

When we arrived at the gate, ready
to board the plane, he announced that
he had forgotten his Sundav School
lessons in the car. As usual, when fly-
ing from a very large international air-
port, it seems that your flight is always
at the most distant concourse, and, ves,
nearly always the last gate, This time
was no different.

“We still have a few minutes,” he
satd, "I 1 run I think | can make it to
the car and back. | really do need to get
the material for my Sunday School class
50 I can be ready next Sunday.” |

looked at my watch and then back to
Paul and agreed; “If you really hurry, |
think you can,” though 1 knew the dis-
tance back to the car was not short,

Thirty minutes, no Paul. Then, as
the gate attendant picked up the micro-
phone to start the boarding process, [
looked down the long hall and saw
Paul coming. His shirt was soaked with
perspiration. He looked like he might
collapse before he got there, but the
smmile on his face told me he would
make It,

Why was Paul looking like he need-
ed a lot more sleep? “1s vour new posi-
tion not working out?” 1 quetied. Paul,
wearlly replied, “No, it's my two-year-
old son.”

Then he explained. “Steve is old
enough that we thought he should have
his own bedroom,” Paul began. “So |
took him to his new room and read to
him until he fell asleep. Then I quictly
slipped out of his room and went to
bed. But before | could get to sleep, |
heard his little voice, almost a whisper,
calling, ‘Daddy, Daddy.’ | thought that
if | ignored him he would go back o
sleep. Soon he called again, a little loud-
er, 'Daddy, Daddy!” *He'll be all right,"
thought, so 1 waited. But the next time
he called, "DADDY! DADDY!," I knew he
was scared. So | got up and went into
his room and talked to him until he was
sound asleep again. After slipping out
and getting back in bed, 1 had no more
than dozed off until it started over
again, Well, last night was the second
night in his own room, but he is getting
braver,” Paul said with a big smile. “Just
before | dozed off to sleep 1 heard the
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pitter-patter of little feet coming down the hall. The
bedroom door opened and in came little Steve. He
walked up to the bed and ordered, '"MOVE OVER!" 501
gave him a big hug, swooped him up into my arms and
took him back to his room. T read him to sleep and qui-
etly stipped back into bed.”

Here is a good parent, 1 thought. *You are a good
Daddy,” 1 said. “You won't have this problem with
Steve very long whereas the father that spanks or
threatens his child demanding it be quiet and stay in
bed will have a child that will fear sleeping alone for a
long time. But you are letting Steve know that you are
always there when he needs you.”

L = @ L = -
A few days later, | met Paul again. “You loek like you
are sleeping well again,” | said in greeting. "Oh, yes.”
he replied with a big smile, “Steve sleeps all night now
in his own bed!”

This was 4 wise parent. Recognizing Steve's fear of
sleeping alone for the first time, he did not punish
him for his fears. Instead he gently guided and
encouraged him in the first steps of independence. He
assured the voung child that “daddy” would always be
there when he was needed, A bond of trust between
father and child had been created that would probably
last the rest of Steve's life.

This is a good lesson for parents with small chil-
dren. And yes, for others too. In God's sight every
believer is like a child requiring trust and discipline.

Could we expect any less from our heavenly Father? If
we iire sincere He will be sure to calm our fears and
discipline us as needed. And He will be patient with us
as the struggles come and the fears mount.
But when we need Him He will always be there. +
—Contributed

|

Announcing.. m

lL_1";11:5 yiear the members and friends of the Megiddo
Church will welcome the beginndng of the sacred
New Year on the evening of Friday, April 16, and
extending through Satarday, April 17, Bible time
being measumed from “evening o everrime’ Loy,
22:32), The anclent Hebrews, according to the iw
Gisd gave to Moses, marked the beginning of the
sacred New Year with the month "Abib," which is
the month beginning with the first new moon fol-
lowing the spring eguinos (March 21 this yvear), The
first new moon occurs this year on April 16

This day has double significance s we com-

memorate the beginning of the sacred year and
also the birth of our greal coming King,

Distant members and friends, plan now o
join us for this sacred season. New Year ser-
vices and programs will be held on April
16 and 17, The anniversary of the Lord's
Supper will be on Wednesday, April
28, and the Resurréction on May 1.

You Can Never “Tell

-
ot ot mever tell when vou send a word
Like an arrow shat frone a bow
By an archer blind, be It crigl or Kind,
Just wihere 0t miay charee (o go.

[ may pierce the breast of vour dearest frietd,
Tipped with its poison ar balm,

To g stranger's heart in life’s great mart
It iy carry its paiin or its calm,

You never can tet when Yot i dn act
Just what the result will be,

But with every deed yvon are sowing a seed,
Thowgh the harvest you naay ot see,

-

You nevier can tell what vour trneghts will do
T bringing vou hate or love,

For thowghts are things, ard their ain: wings
Are swifter tham carrier dinves,

i ey follow the law of the wiiverse—
Eaclr thing wast create its kind,
A they speed o'er the traek to bring you fiick
Whatever went oud from your mind,
—Sielected
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QUESTIONS &8

Where Was the Dispute?

“In the epistle of Jude, verse 9 tells about a con-
tention of Michael the archangel with the devil
over the body of Moses. | have read the Old Testa-
ment and cannot find where this dispute took
place. Can you tell me where this originates!”

The verse to which vou refer reads as follows: "Bt
even Michael, one of the mightiest of the angels; did not
dare accuse Satan of blasphemy, but simply said, “The
Lord rebutke von' (This took place when Michael was argu-
it with Safan about Moses’ body)” (Jude 9 NLT).

Jude, the author ef the book bearing his name is
believed to have been a brother of Jesus and was no
doubt familiar with Bible history having lived much
closer to the tme than we, but we are confident that
the text in question has no reference to Moses' litéral
body and burial. The death and burial of Moses is
recorded in the Bible, perhaps by Joshuoa and no Satan
had any part in it. We read: “Moses the servant of the
Lord died there in Moab, as the Lord had said, He [Ged,
represented by His angel] buried him in Moab, in the val-
fey appasite Beth Pear, but to this. day no one Knows where
fris grave {5 (Deut, 34:5-6 NIV),

It seems possible that the characters in the quotation
from Jude are representative, that the whole incident is
a symbalism rather than an actual event. Michael,
which means “one like God, high one, a prince” could
represent Moses, the leader of the Children of Israel.
Angels are messengers and are not necessarily heavenly
angels. An archangel could be simply a messenger of a
higher order, Moses was like God to the Children of
Israel. The Lord said to him, "See, | have made tee a god
to Pharaoly; and Aaron thy brother shall be thy proplet,
There shalr speak all that Teomemand hee: and Aaron [hy
brother shall speak wnto Pharaoh, that fre sead the children
of Israe! out of his land” (Ex. 7:1-2). Moses was made a
god to them to act in a place of authority; he was act-
ing for God and in God's place, He filled the part of
Michael to the elders of Israel,

Who was the devil in this little drama? The devil of
the Bible is anyone who opposes Ged and right, or
tikes the position of an adversary, an opposer.
Pharanh ably filled this rele in his dealings with
Maoses, so might be termed a devil. The Children of
Israel could be the "body of Moses” over which the
contention arose. Perhaps the contention referred to
was caused by I'harach’s opposition to allowing the
Children of Israel to leave Egypt. In the Scriptures, the
church is sometimes called the body of Christ, as in 1
Cor, 12:27: “Now ye are the bady of Christ, and mentbers
it purrticidar,” Just as bellevers in Paul's day were the
“boedy of Christ,” so lsrael was Moses' body or church.

4 Spirit beings seem real

“1f there is no devil or demons (spirit beings which
are evil), then by what or whose power do the false
prophets perform their scemingly wonderful feats?
We see a loL of such displays here in Nigeria.”

Although the majority of religlous organizations
belleve in a literal devil or 4 spirit of evil that causes
all the evil in the world, Scripture does not support
the belief. A study of the use of the terms devil or
Satan in the Bible shows that anyone called Satan or
referred to as a devil is someone opposing God, or
apposing what is right and good. Evil Is also personi-
fied by the use of symbolic language. Demons, such as
those cast out by Jesus, represented an illness or afflic-
tion, as opposed to a healthy condition of the body.
In the early centuries any one with an illness was
thought of as being possessed by a devil or demans,
that is, whatever is opposed to a healthy condition of
the body. The illness was the opposer.

Because the word “devil” is used o refer to an
opposer, it wits often used in the Gospels to describe
diseases of body or mind. For example, Mark records
an incident of Jesus’ healing “a man with an unclean
spirit, who had his dwelling among tee fombs, " Jesus said
unto him, “Come out of the man, o wnclean
spirit,..and the wnclean spirits went aut, and entered it
the swing. ..and they were choked in the sea.” The fact
that the devil entered inte the swine and caused them
to drown was another miracle, unrelated to the insane
man. When the owners of the herd of swine came to
see what had happened they came to Jesus and feund
the man “that was possessed with the devil, sitting, ad
clothed, and i his deht mind” (Mark 5:2-15). The devil
with which he had been possessed was some type of
mental illness.

The Bible tells-us that the chief source of evil is the
human heart. Jesus said, "For from within, out of men’s
bearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, rnar-
der, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander,
arrogance and folly” (Mark 7:21-23 NIV). And do we
not see it so? All the terrible evil you see in your coun-
try, as it is in ours, is a direct result of wicked men and
women. They devise the evil in their own minds; their
own thoughts lead them to carry out their evil deeds.

There is no all powerful “spirit of evil” in the world.
The idea of a spirit of evil came from sources outside
the Bible: The Perslans:and many ether of the ancient
peoples believed that the werld was controlied by the
spirit forces af good and evil constantly warring
against each other.
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tesus gave the apostles the power to heal and to
“cast oul devils." Healing those afflicted with disease
was described as “casting out devils,” using the termi-
nology of the people of that day and speaking in
terms understandable to them, Acts 16 records Paul's
experience of healing a slave girl that “earned o great
deal of maney for her awners by fortune telling.” Paul was
annoyved by her following him and Silas, “so e furmed
aroud aind said to the spirit, ‘In the name of Jesus Christ |
coatnand v fo conte ot of fer!” ALt ioment the
sprit left her” (Acts 16:16-18 NIV The gitl apparently
wis mentally unbalanced and was a fortune teller,
which with all forms of witchcraft was forbidden in
Israel. When her owners saw that the hope of their
money making scheme was gone, they were Furious
and started a riot.

+ Why did Jesus curse the fig tree!

“1 have a question I would like to have answered:
Why did Jesus curse the fig tree when it wasn't the
season for the tree to bear fruit? (Mark 11:13-14)."

Jesus, living in an area where [ig trees were com-
mon, was aware of the nature of fig trees: Figs set fruit
bBefore coming Into leaf, so one might expect to find a
few early=set fruits. The verse reads: “Seeing in the dis-
tance a fig tree in leaf, he went to find ot If it had any
fruit. When I veachied it, he found nothing bat leaves,
becanse it was not the season for figs, Then he said to Hhe
tree, ‘Muay ro one ever cat fridt from vow again”™ (Mark
11:13-14 NIV} God demands fruit trom His people in
every age.

Some Bible scholars accept the incident as a para-
ble, using the fig tree as an illustration of the barren-
ness of the Jewish people. They followed Him and
heard Him preach, but bore no fruit of righteousness.
The lesson is for us as well: If we expect to bear fruit
to present to the Master for the harvest at the end of
the-age, we have to be setting that fruit now so that it
may have time to grow and mature before the harvest,
If we let our lives slip away witheat growing fruits of
holiness, we will not have a harvest at reaping time. 1f
we have “nothing but leaves” to present at the Judg-
ment, we cannot expect a reward. “Every tree that does
met bear good fruit is cut dows and thrown inte the fire”
(Matt. 7:19 NIV, said Jesus.

+ What about magic?

“What is magic? And who or what is behind it?
How does the Bible explain or expose this mysteri-
ous science? How can we explain this phenomenon
as portrayed in the Bible in 1 Samuel 28:8-192"

Maglc as you would see it practiced in your country
today is but sleight of hand. Magicians leam to make
moves so quickly that the average person cannot per-
ceive all their movements, All who practice such arts
as palm reading, fortune telling, psychic readings, and

such like are deceivers, Deceit is a sin, ane of the
seven abominations of Proverbs 6:16-19. The "won-
derful feats” you see can only be the work of magi-
clans. They are deceivers, for they have no power from
God to perform such acts. As Christians we glve them
no support or endorsement,

The incident to which vou refer in 1 Samue| 28 is
quite different from the magic we would call sleight of
hand that is used for entertainment, It is closer to Spiri-
tualism. There are three Spiritualist churches here in
Rochester. The Spiritualist church originated here in
Rochester with twa girls attempting to deceive their
father, Although they admitted thebr act was a prank to
fool their father, many who heard about it believed it to
be true and soon so many were attracted that a church
wis formed. Those who practice this type of deceit hald
what they call “seances,” and purport to bring up “spir-
its” of long dead relatives or friends to converse with
the interested party, OF course none but the one con-
ducting the seance can carry on the conversation (more
decelt) and relate it to the interested party.

This is what happened in the case of Saul and the
Witeh of Endor. Spiritualists see in this event suppaorl
for their belief. Saul's going to the Witch of Endor was
nothing more than a seance such as Spiritualists con-
duct. Because of his transgression, Saul no longer
received word from the Lerd. Samuel had died, and
Saul, seeing the host of the Philistines, was afraid, and
desperately wanted help from the Lord, but “the Lord
answered i not, neither by dreams, nor by Urfin, nor by
prophets.” In a valn attempt to hear from the Lord, he
sought out “o wornan that hath a familiar sgirt [a sor-
cerer],” that he might “go to her, and guire of her™ (vs
&-7). The practice of sorcery, or soothsaying, or for-
tune-telling was forbidden by law in Israel: “Regard not
them that have familiar spirits, neither seek after wizards,
tir b defiled by them. For all that do these things are an
abomination unto te Lord” (Lev. 19:31; Deut. 18:12).
Saul certainly knew the law forbad such, but his ser-
vants did his bidding, and he disguised himself and
went by night to consult the medium, the Witch of
Endor,

Saul’s contact with Samuel through the Witch of
Endor was no different than seances conducted by
Spiritualists in our day. The witch did not actually
“see! Samuel, As in present day seances, her identifica-
tion of “the spirit coming up out of the ground” was
vague, and left much (most) to the imagination of her
client. Notice in the Bible account that neither she
nor Saul actually say that they saw Samuel. The witch
saw a “spirit” and “Saul perceived that it was Samuel.”
She wanted Saul to think that he was hearing Samuel,
and did everything in her power to make Saul believe
it. The woman had learned encugh from Saul's answer
to continue the conversation, making it seem that
Samuel was answering. The witch answered with a
prophecy that the Lord would deliver Saul and his
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sons and all the hosts of Israel to the Philistines the
very next day (1 Sam. 28:19). Since the prophecy was
Tulfithed, It seems possiple that the Lotd may have
defivered this prophecy through this wicked woman.
All His spokesmen have not been righteous people.
We learn from 1 Chron. 10:13 that this act of Saul led
to his downfall: “So Saul died for his ransgression which
he conmmitted against the Lord, even against the word of
the Lord, which he kept not, and also for asking counsel of
ante that had a familiar spirit, to gquite of it,”

+ What is the bopr of temptation?

“Could you help me to identify the time when this
Scripture will take place: ‘Because thoun hast kept
the word of my patience, 1 also will keep thee from
the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all
the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth’
{Rev. 3:10). What is the hour of temptation?”

Newer translations of this verse make the meaning
clearer. The New International Version translates it:
"Since you have Rept my conmmand (o endure patiently, |
will also keep you from the hour of trial that is going fo
come pon the whole world to test those wha live on the
varth.” “The hour of trial that is going te.cone wpon the
whole world” to test the inhabitants may describe the
hattle of Armageddon that will engage the nations of
the world when they rise up against Christ at His
coming. It will surely be a test for those who live on
the earth at that time, because it will decide the fate of
atl mortals. Al who submit 1o the new rule will be
shielded from harm; those who do not submit but
rebel will be destroyed. The prophet lsaiah graphically
describes the scene: “See, the day of the Lond is comting—
a crued day, with writh and fierce anger—to make the land

desolate and destroy the sinmers within it,.. T will punish
the world for i85 evil, the wicked for their sins. T will prot an
ehed o the arSance of the haughty and will ipnble the
pride af the ruthless® (1sa. 13:9, 11 NIV). Those who
have kept His commands and have been judged faith-
ful need not fear, for they have the assurance that
they will be protected from harm during this world-
wide struggle, the Judgments of God Almighty (Dan,
12:1; Joel 2:32), +

Ererme pr Srep |

iCinrinued oy poge 12¢

marching a8longside giving orders for the various
turns. Each company will be several paces apart.
If they weren't, the last soldiers in the first com-
pany would be marching to the drummer of the
second coMpany, so would be out of step with
the rest of their company — literaffy because
they were mMarching to a different drummer!

This is 2 Situation we as Christians must
avoid. We have bul one drumbeat to heed, the
one that Comes from Christ our head. As surely
as we listen to another drummer we will be out
of step, 15n't this what Christ meant when He
sald, "My slteep recogrize my voice: | know thm,
ard they follow me” (John 10:27 NLT)?

What of 4us? Let's be sure we are listening care-

fully for the Master’s voice so that we will be able
to obey instuntly when He gives the commands:
Halt! Abenat Faoe! Forward Marcly! +

Angwens To QUESTIONS on pace 13

23, Amaos, Hosea, Micah, Isaiah

Famous Forres

KEnow tue Prorinis 24. Habakkuk (Hab_ 2:4) 1, The flood—it rained for forty days
1. Samuel (2 Sam. 11:1) 25. Jonah (chapter 1) and forty nights (Genesis 7:4)
2. Mt Horeb {1 Kings 19:4, 12 26. Habakkuk o ; ;

3. Elisha (2 Kings 2:13-14) 27, Haggai and Zechariah A o
4. Hosea (Hosea 1); Gomer 28, Obadiah I!ﬂb]k‘& b stone (Exadiis 24118)
5. Ezekiel (Ezekiel 24:16-18) 29. Elisha (2 Kings 13:21) : N L

6. Nathan (2 Sam. 12:1-7) 30, Joel (chapter 1) 3, Hijah was forty days in the wilder-
7. Malachi (Mal 4:5-6) 31, Danieh (Dan. f.16) ness without food to escape the
8. Amos (Amos 1t1; 7:13) 32; Malichi wiath of Jezebel (1 Kings 19:8)
9, Micah (Mic. 6:8) 4, Jesus' temptation on the mountain

Fours

10, Jothan, Ahaz and Heeekiah (Isa. 1:1) Ladko b
11, Jeremiah (Jer. 36) 1. Lazarus (John 11:17) N {huke 4:2)

12, Baruch 2, The man sick of the palsy &, The sojourn in the wildernes

13: Isaiah 3:16 f (Mark 2:3) {30 vears)

14, Micalah (2 Chron. 18} 3. The river In the Garden of Eden &, Jonah 3:4

15. Maher-shalal-hashbaz (Isaiah 8:1) [Genests 20100 ‘ ; :

I6. Jeremiah (Jer. 1:1) 4. Thilip (Acts 21:9) 7. Saul, David, Solomon

7. Jeremiah {Jer. 19:10-2) 5, Zaccheus (Luke 19:8) 8. Of Jesus, after the résurrection, and
18, Isafah (Isa. 6:5-7) 6. The SUJ':E*{IS Uohn 19:23) before the ascension (Acts 1:3)
19, Elisha (2 Kings 2:23.24) 7. Solomon (Proverbs 30:25-28) g b i

20. Jeremlah (Jer. 38:6) 8. Sanballat, and other enemies 9. Joshua {Joshua 14:7)

21. Ezcklel (Ezekiel 37) (Nehemiah 6:1) 10, Moses (Acts 7:30)

22, Techariah (Zech. 6:1-3) 2, Peter (Acts 10:0-16)

26
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It is the little nibble at selfish desires, the little tamper-
ings with evil that upset our spiritual digestion; the
slight hankering after the forbidden fruit; and before
we are aware of it the habit is so deeply rooled that it is
difficult to break.

Grmrhn'.\'.'- congists mot inowhat we do, Dt in what we are.

Agrual thing done for self is small; @ small thing
done for God is greal.

I wish § were great, ol the good 1 would deo!

[ windd wse all my powers fo help the work through,
Well, how do yvou Knew that vou would, may I ask?
fust prave it by liow voue do each Hitle task,

Dun't pray to escape trouble. Pray for strength to be
better because of it,

& Don't QuIT

W.‘cw things g0 wrong, as they sometimes will,
Wihen the road you're trodging seems all uplill,
When the funds are low and the debts are high,
And you wastt to simile but yvou have to sigh,
When care is pressing you down a bit,

Rest if vou must, bt don’'t vou quit,

Li_.fr' is queer with fts bwists and funis,

A evervomne of us sianelintes feans,

Arted iy o foilire has formed abomt

Wherr we might finve wonr Bad we stuck it out;
Exant't give up, though the pace seems slow—
Yior ewiighel sticceed witht another Blow,

O}hrrr the goal is nearer than

| [t seems tooa faint and faltering moan;

Often the strugeler has given up

Wiher e nright have copitured the victor's cop;

And he learned oo late, when the might stipped down,
How close e was to Hhe goldén crown,

S“l'l'.'l.’."ﬁ is failure turned fnside ont—

Uhe silver tint rownd the clouds of doubt,

And vou never can tell how clase youe are-

It may be wear when it seems afar;

So stick to the fight when von're hardest hit—

s when things scerm worst that you masta’t quit,

—Selected

BECEUSE a pilot was experiencing difficulty landing
his plane due to the fog, the control tower decided to
bringg him in by radar, As the pilot began to receive
directions fram the ground he suddenly remembered a
tall polé in the flight path and appealed in panic to the
control tower about it. The reply came bluntly, “You
obey instructions; we'll take care of obstructions.”

How often do we hesitate to obey God's directiosn
because we think we know motre than God. If we only
abey, God is capable of showing us how to deal with
the difficulties so we can “land” salely.

Jr tis better to climb up the bleak side of the hill tan to
slide down the suny slopes of delusion.

I':[;Iteni' is no true devotion withoul emotion.

A flavt st grow until it satures and bears fruit to be
valuable, So to be of value to God we itust grow wp and
Bear the frudls of right doing to be ready for God's harvest.

Th-:- broek would lose its song if all rocks were taken
-iﬂ"l.’ﬂ}".
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7
1I__/ have chosen to be faithful; I have
determined to live by Your laws.
—Psabm 11930 NI

To put first things first.
To make my work a joy.

To allow nothing to disturb my peace of mind.
To never lose my self-control.

To spend so much time improving myself that I have no time
for criticism of others.

To think the best, promote the best, expect the best.

To be a friend and not a foe.

To stand always for the right.

To be Kkind.

To be true to my convictions.

To take every disappointment as a stimulant,

To forget past mistakes and press on to greater achievements.

To live on the sunny side of every cloud.
To smile.

To look ahead.

To kee&mnving forward.

To be faithful to my God.
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