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EXERCISE for
EVERY DAY
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,-_[ HERE 1S a certain law of continuity in this world that says a level once
achieved cannot be sustained without continued effort. At what point can the
athlete say, “I have done all the calisthenics | shall need, I am strong enough.
From now on 1 shall take life easy"?

At what point can the musician say, “I have done all the practicing I shall
ever need to do; from now I shall only perform”?

At what point can anyone say, “l have eaten all [ shall need for the rest of
my life,” and expect to go on vigorous and healthy?

At what point can the Christian say, “I have had enough of spiritual disci-
plines; my knowledge and experience are adequate. From now on | shall not
have to worry"?

The apostle Paul spent nearly his entire life strengthening and encouraging
others so that their faith in Christ might continue to grow. “I will continue
with you,” he wrote to the brethren in Philippi, “so that you will grow and experi-
erice the joy of your faith” (Phil. 1:25, NLT). He knew that they would continue
to need his loving help and encouragement.

It was not that these brethren were just beginners. They were already well
advanced. Every time Paul remembered them, he said, he thanked God for how
they had helped him (Phil. 1:3-5). And yet he prayed that their “love for each
other” would “overflow more and more, and that you will keep on growing in vour
knowledge and understanding. For I want you to understand what really matters, so
that you may live pure and blameless lives until Christ returms” (Phil. 1:9-10, NLT).

Why if they were so advanced was he not content? Why did he feel he
should still work to advance their faith? And why should each of us be con-
cerned with building ourselves up in our most holy faith? Isn't there a point at
which we can relax and take things easy?

There is not. Strength is a fleeting thing. Just as the exercises that an athlete
used for many months will not keep him strong unless he continues the pro-
gram, so the Christian's spiritual exercises must be a daily matter, or our
strength will wane.

What are some of the daily exercises we need to maintain our strength?

Our founder once summarized them in three meaningful words: “Read,
meditate, grow.” Reading builds faith, and provides the seed for serious medita-
tion. As we fill our minds with thoughts of God's plan, His purposes, His cre-
ative works, His promises to us, and what He expects of us, all the wonders of
the new world come alive in our minds and our enthusiasm mounts. Invigorat-
ed, we become more and more determined that we will be part of that new
world. And when a temptation comes to test our faith, we find ourselves
instinctively taking the right side—how can we do otherwise without jeopar-
dizing our prospects of sharing in that world?

Daily spiritual exercise is the only way we can be sure of the strength to
endure to the end. And only “he that shall endure unto the end.. shall be saved”
(Matt. 24:13). 4




“a place of troops” (Gesenius’ Hebrew Lexicon);
“a place of God" (Young's Analytical Concor-
dance). Megiddo was and is a town in Palestine,
strategically located, and the scene of fraquent
warfare. In the spiritual parallel, it is a place
where soldiers engaged in spiritual warfare
gather to renew their strength and courage (2
Cor. 10:4-5).

—in God, the Creator and sustainer of the
garth, the world, the universes, and all life, in
whom we “live, and move, and have our
being.”

—in the Bible as our only source of true knowl-
edge about God and His purposes and plans
for His creation and for the salvation of
humankind.

—in Jesus Christ, the Son of God and our Per-
fect Example, who was conceived of the Holy
Spirit and born of a virgin; who ministerad
among His brethren, was crucified, resurrect-
ed, and taken to heaven and seated at the
right hand of the Father, crowned with
immoartal glory, and who shall shortly return
to be King of the whole earth.

-in the Holy Spirit, the openly manifest power
of God, which God bestowed at various times
and in various ways to reveal His knowledge
to humankind, to support His spokesmen, to
confirm His utterances, and to demonstrate
His supreme power and authority.

—in life as the gift of God, and in our sacred
responsibility to use it for God and His com-
ing Kingdom.

— in humankind as providing the raw material
from which shall be selected and developed
a superior, God-honoring people upon
whom God will bestow the blessings of
immortal life in His soon-coming Kingdom.

—in ourselves as capable, with the help of
God, of applying to our own lives the pre-
cepts and principles taught in the Word of
God, in this way perfecting that high quality
of moral character which God has promised
to recompense with life eternal in His heawv-
enly Kingdom on earth,

—in the promise of God, that Jesus Christ will
soon return to rid the earth of all sin and suf-
fering and inaugurate an eternal and world-
wide kingdom of peace and righteousness,
until God's will is done here as it is now
done in heaven.

The Herald and the KING

Our PLANET will soon witness the greatest events
in its history. For centuries God has been silent.
But that silence will soon be broken by the
arrival of Elijah the prophet, who comes to her-
ald the Second Advent of Jesus Christ. “Behold,
I will sand you Elijah the prophet before the
coming of the great and dreadful day of the
Lord:...lest | gome and smita the earth with a
curse” (Mal. 4:5-6).

Then shall follow the King of kings and Lord
of lords, to begin His momentous work of trans-
forming our world into the glorious and eternal
Kingdom of God.
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W,
e look for

the Saviour!” Who is

speaking with such confi-

dence? Who is it? None other

than the apostle Paul, speaking for all

believers in all ages. In a world dark with turmoil

and trouble, ours, he says, is the brightest of bright
expectations.

“We look.” Looking suggests desire, longing, dili-
gence, disregard of all else but the object of one’s
interest. It is the challenge that gives destination
to life and keeps us constantly thinking beyond
ourselves and our small environment. It is a desire
that gives breadth, depth and meaning to life.
What we see is not all there is. We are looking for
a deliverer, a Redeemer—our Savior.

If we are satisfied with the things at hand, the
pleasure and experiences of sight and sound, of
taste and touch about us, we can disregard such
looking. It has no value for us. But if we want
something we cannot find here, something lasting,
something in which to place our confidence and
invest our lives, something that offers solid hope,
expansion and expectation, then we ought to con-
sider seriously the belief of the holy men and
women of God, who said: “We look for the Saviour.”

The phrase comes directly from the apostle

Our citizenship is in heaven.

Avid we eagerly await a Savior from
here, the Lord Jesus Christ, who,
illitransform our lowly bodies

. 80 that they will be like

his glorious body.

—_ Phil. 3:20-21, NIV

letter to %
pians: “For our comversation is
in heaven; from whence alse we look
for the Saviour....” (Phil. 3:20-21).
Here was the reason for Paul's lifelong
effort and struggle: it was nothing less than
his real and serious expectation of the returning
Christ.

In the Scriptures, “look for” and “wait for” con-
vey a feeling of anxiety. There is nothing placid
about such “looking” or “waiting.” Both looking
and waiting are bound up in a sublime tension and
an overpowering expectancy. The term occurs first
as it records the earnest expectation of Simeon,
who was “waiting for the consolation of Israel” (Luke
2:25). His was a time not unlike our own. Let us
look briefly at its history, and at the brave man who
was clinging to hope.

The land was Palestine, where patriarchs and
prophets for centuries had lived and died in hope.
The city was Jerusalem. The time was that intolera-
ble period we call the time between the Testa-
ments, when there was no longer any stable

Jewish authority in the land, and injustice and

crime were rampant.

So dark was the outlook that few dared to think
about what lay ahead. Strife, tumult, suffering,
violence, hatred—nothing but bad could be imag-
ined. Meanwhile, a corrupt Jewish priesthood
along with an intolerably legalistic sect of Phar-
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isees prided themselves in adhering to
their version of the Law. Where was godli-
ness? Where was virtue? Where was holi-
ness? Where was the faith of their fathers,
the faith of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob?

Most important of all, where was the
Messiah, who had been the sustaining
hope of Israel for centuries? Were honest,
sane, thinking people to continue believ-
ing something that had been anticipated
for centuries and still had not arrived?
Where was the promise of His coming?

Standing on a street corner and watch-
ing the multitudes come and go, anyone
would have concluded that faith was
altogether extinct. But  somewhere
among them were a few, a zealous few
who were living in hope, a few who
shared the faith of Israel’s ancient
prophets and were willing to stake their
lives on the surety of God's promises. By
precept and example they announced
their confidence to all: “We look for the
Savieur,” He is coming. Common people
were they all, yet how refreshing the
hope their lives radlated in an age of
hopelessness.

The name of one of these was Simeon,
Living on year after year, growing older
and older and still not seeing the fruition
of his faith, he must have received more
than an occasional taunt. “Why my old
friend Simeon, you have been looking for
the Saviour since we were boys. And that
was a long, long time ago. Don't you have
any common sense? Why don't you for-
get those childhood fancies and live in
the real world? If the Messiah doesn't
come pretty soon, vou're not going to be
around to see Him. Then what will hap-
pen to all your dreams?”

And Simeon replies: “That Is just what
makes me believe His coming is near, and
getting nearer. | am getting old, but the
Lord God has promised me that 1 shall
not die until 1 have seen the Lord’'s Christ.
And 1 believe God. | am getting old, so it
means just one thing: the Messiah will be
born—soon.”

“Born? You think the Savior will come
as a babe?”

“That is the promise,” Simeon replies.
“He will be raised up from among His
brethren. And my eyes shall see Him. 1
am living in hope.”

However severely his faith was tested,
we know that in due time it was rewarded.
Simeon saw the newborn Messiah,

Anna the prophetess also grasped the
hope of Israel and was clinging to it. Her
confidence, too, was “We look for the Sav-
iowr.” But year after year passed by, while

she grew older and older. Did she begin
to wonder? What if she had lost faith?
What if she had told herself, "Eighty
years is long enough to wait for some-
thing that hasn't happened. It's time to
forget the whole thing and go out and
enjoy myself.” But does this sound like
Anna the prophet-
ess? Mot at  all.
With the passage of
the years her hope
only grew more
and more sure. And
as her hope grew,
so did her devo-
tion, her purity,
her love. She knew
what she was living
for and looking for.
And when she
finally saw Him, we
read that she “in
that instant gave
thanks likewise unto
the Lord, and spake
of him to all them
that

.

looked or .
redemption 'r,-,, “The darkness all sha
Jerusalem” (Luke rBEJlEﬂtH I.EE
2:36-38). i

On earth, as i
We are not told :
much about the
shepherds to whom
the angels came,
but they, too, must
have been looking
for the Savior. Did not the angel say, “Unito
vou"—the shepherds included—"is bom
this day in the city of David a Saviour, which
is Christ the Lord"? (Luke 2:11). Would it
not seem that they were men of faith, to
have been granted the privilege of seeing
the angel of the Lord that holy night?

All this was at the time of Jesus’ first
advent. Now, twenty centuries later,
what of us? What of the hope and
promise that is our heritage? Is it sure? Is
it real? And are we among those who say
vitally and vigorously, by word and by
deed, “We ook for the Saviour!” Yes,
indeed! It is the desire of our lives, the
longing of our hearts, and our sustaining
hope through all our vears. If only we
may be among those who will be able to
say when He comes, “Lo, this is our God;
we frave waited for him, and he will save us:
this is the Lovd: we fave waited for him, we
will be glad and rejoice in his salvation™
(Isa. 25:9). Some will say it. Some will be
living and believing at that time, and
will rejoice to see His coming. Shall you?
Shall I?

dark shall flee
efore the rising sun,
d n'_qﬁtﬂmﬁ government

this war-torn world's begun.

radiant beams search out and scan
The dark recesses of the :
So fidden from the sight of
Where crime and cruelfy
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Our Need: A Savior

How desperately our world needs a Sav-
ior, one to redeem, to rescue, to heal,
restore, bless and save. Think of the mul-
titudes who suffer political bondage,
whom the Savior can deliver. What will
it mean to the millions who suffer in
poverty and destitution in many parts of
the world, to say nothing of the sick and
suffering who are everywhere?

And how desperately do we need a
Savior! And just as surely as we live, so
surely shall He arrive in God's appointed
time, just as surely as He came to those
who were looking for Him at the time of
His first coming. Scoffers may say,
“Where is the promise of his coming?"—to
which each sincere believer replies:
“Everywhere.”

This hope, this confidence, totally
transforms our outlook here, and we see
ourselves as transients, temporary occu-
pants only,

Transients
The story is told of an American tourist
who visited a renowned Polish rabbi

while traveling abroad. The American
was astonished to find the rabbi's home
was a simple room having in it a table, a
bench and a few books. “Rabbi,” he
asked, “where is your furniture?” “Where
is yours?" replied the rabbi. “Mine? Why,
I'm only a visitor here,” said the puzzled
American. “I'm just passing through this
country.” "So am [," replied the rabbi.

And so are we in this world. Our for-
tunes or misfortunes here do not concern
us too deeply, only as they lend opportu-
nity for us to prepare for our eternal
home. The things of this world and the
creatures of this world matter only as they
help us serve our King; for we, like the
rabbi, are transients here. Like the apostle
Paul, we “are citizens of the republic in heav-
en, from which we are eagerly waiting for our
Saviouwr, the Lord Jesus Christ” (Phil. 3:20,
Williams). We have staked our all upon
this one fact: Christ i coming.

The kingdoms of the earth go by
I purple and in gold;

They rise, they triumph, and they die,
Anl all their tale is told.
One Kingdom only is Divine,
One banner frivmphs high;

It is the Kingdom of the Lord—
And it is drawing nigh!

Watch! Pray! Seek! Repent! Go! Tell!
The New Testament is filled with confi-
dent words of expectancy, words of

urgency, words that call for intense
action. Watch! Pray! Seck! Repent! Go! Tell!

What is the reason? Why this intense
spirit among the early Christians? What
in their lives was so stirring, so vitalizing?

It was the message [hl_‘}" WETE hi'ﬂ]’]]]H
to the world, the message of the coming
King of kings. “Behold he cometh....” It
was the message the angels had given to
the watching disciples the day Jesus
ascended into heaven. They had been
walking with Him when suddenly “he
was parted from them” and "a clowd
recetved fiim ot of their sight.”

“And while they were gazing after Him
into heaven, two men dressed in white sud-
derly stood beside them, and said to them,
‘Men of Galilee, why do vou stand looking
up into heaven? This very Jesus who has
been taken wp from you into heaven will
come back in just the way you have seen
Him go up into heaven™ (Acts 1:10-11,
Williams).

No sconer had Christ ascended than
His apostles began telling of His return,
Christ had lived and died and been resur-
rected. Now He had been taken to heav-
en, The next great event in the sequence
would be His return.

For this reason, everything the apos-
tles said and wrote centered around
Christ. The promise of His return was
repeatedly confirmed. It was “that day,”
“the day,” the “last day,” the “greal day,”
the Day when Christ shall return to
earth.

“For | know whom [ have believed,” said
Paul, “and am persuaded that he is able to
keep that which 1 have committed unto him
against that day” (2 Tim. 1:12).

*Henceforth there is laid up for me a
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous judge, shall give me at that day:
and not to me only, but wito all them also
that love his appearing” (2 Tim. 4:8),

“The Lord grant unto him that he may
find mercy of the Lord in that day” (2 Tim,
1:18).

Again in the book of Hebrews: “Let s
consider one another,...not forsaking the
assembling  of  oursefves  together,...but
exhorting one another: and so much the
more, as ye see the day approaching”™ (Heb,
10:24-25),

“The night is far spent, the day Is al
hand” (Rom. 13:12). It is “the day,” the
day of the coming again of our Lord to
earth.

Jesus Himself spoke of His second
advent with expectancy. In His parable of
the wise and evil servants, He indicated
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m look for

the Saviour!” Who is
speaking with such confi-
dence? Who is it? None other
than the apostle Paul, speaking for all
believers in all ages. In a world dark with turmoil
and trouble, ours, he says, is the brightest of bright
expectations.

“We look.” Looking suggests desire, longing, dili-
gence, disregard of all else but the object of one’s
interest. It is the challenge that gives destination
to life and keeps us constantly thinking beyond
ourselves and our small environment. It is a desire
that gives breadth, depth and meaning to life.
What we see is not all there is. We are looking for
a deliverer, a Redeemer—our Savior.

If we are satisfied with the things at hand, the
pleasure and experiences of sight and sound, of
taste and touch about us, we can disregard such
looking. It has no value for us. But if we want
something we cannot find here, something lasting,
something in which to place our confidence and
invest our lives, something that offers solid hope,
expansion and expectation, then we ought to con-
sider seriously the belief of the holy men and
women of God, who said: “We look for the Saviour.”

The phrase comes directly from the apostle

iy ‘ ur citizenship is in heaven.
Wyid we eagerly await a Savior from
there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who,
yillltransform our lowly bodies

-4 S0 that they will be like
is glorious body.
Phil. 3:20-21, NIV

T

letter to 1
pians: “For our
in heaven; from wh )
for the Saviour...” (Phil. 3:20-21).

Here was the reason for Paul’s lifelong

effort and struggle: it was nothing less than
his real and serious expectation of the returning
Christ.

In the Scriptures, “look for” and “wait for” con-
vey a feeling of anxiety. There is nothing placid
about such “looking” or “waiting.” Both looking
and waiting are bound up in a sublime tension and
an overpowering expectancy. The term occurs first
as it records the earnest expectation of Simeon,
who was “waiting for the consolation of Israel” (Luke
2:25). His was a time not unlike our own. Let us
look briefly at its history, and at the brave man who
was clinging to hope.

The land was Palestine, where patriarchs and
prophets for centuries had lived and died in hope.
The city was Jerusalem. The time was that intolera-
ble period we call the time between the Testa-
ments, when there was no longer any stable
Jewish authority in the land, and injustice and
crime were rampant.

So dark was the outlook that few dared to think
about what lay ahead. Strife, tumult, suffering,
violence, hatred—nothing but bad could be imag-
ined. Meanwhile, a corrupt Jewish priesthood
along with an intolerably legalistic sect of Phar-

MEGIDDO MESSAGE » May 1998




that the master (Himself) would arrive in
a day when the evil servant was not
“lopking for® him, when there was no
expectancy, no anticipation, no eager-
ness—and no readiness—"at an hour when
he is not aware” (Luke 12:46; Matt. 24:50).
What a serious warning against the possi-
bility of relaxing one's vigil. He spoke of
expectation again when He said, “Let your
loins be girded about, and your lights burn-
ing; and ye yvourselves like unte men that
wait for their Lord, when he will return from
the wedding; that when he cometh and
knocketh, they may open unto him innmedi-
ately” (Luke 12:35-36). No placid settling
down in complacency and idleness. No
ease and leisure in this waiting. "Let your
loins be girded*—for action; and “your
lights burning"—with expectancy. For as
surely as vou relax the vigil, your Lord
will come and find vou unprepared.

Paul, writing to his son-in-the-faith
Timothy, set this forward-looking atti-
tude in special prominence. He told of
the power of the “grace of God"” to “feach”
us that “denying ungodiiness and worldly
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and
godly, in this present world,” all the while
“lnoking for that blessed hope, and the glori-
ous appearing of the great God [Christ,
Ermmanuel, ‘God with ws, Matt. 1:23] and
our Saviour Jesus Christ” (Titas 2:11-13).
Though Paul knew this “blessed hope”
would not become a reality in his day,
still he was eager in anticipating it and
stressed the importance of living daily in
expectancy—"looking” for it. He knew
that this attitude of eagerness should
impel the Christian believer to prepara-
tion in every age.

The “servant of fesus Christ” named
Jude, who penned one short Epistle “to
them that are sanctified by God the Father,
and preserved in Jesus Christ,” admonished
them to keep building themselves up in
their “most holy faith.” Then he told
them why: “Keep yourselves in the love of
Grod, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus
Christ unto eternal life” (Jude 20-21). They
were to keep alive the goal, the expectan-
cy, the vision of the future that had
gripped their hearts. They were to keep
“looking for" the mercy of Christ “unto
eternal life,” the reward that would be
brought to them when Christ should
come again.

The apostle Peter also “looked for” the
Savior, and can't we hear the eagerness
in His voice? “Seeing then that all these
things shall be dissolved,” he writes, “what
manner of persons ought ve to be in all holy
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conversation and godliness. Looking for and 3
hasting unto the coming of the day of God, By g
wherein the heavens being on fire shall be &
dissolved, and the elements shall melt with |
fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to |

his promise, look for mew heavens and a new
earth, wherein  dwelleth  righteousness.
Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for |
such things"—yes, seeing you are looking |

s

qu Heavenly Father, grant us Thy blessing as we meet this day.
Grant us this day
s which speak the truth,
also speak the truth in love;
Minds which seek the truth as it is in Jesus Christ;
And grant us the courage to face the truth
even when it urts and condemns us,
That we may never shut our eyes to that
which we do not wish to see.
Grant us fiands which work with dlbgm,
Yet have time to help another.
Grant us resolution to stand for princip
but save us smbbannm

And from magnifying trifles uf@ '

SGrant us grace to conguer our
and live pure and upright before You.
Help us ffmfy to shed old faults, iy "‘_sa'

“And gain new virtues, B
Until Your life is seen in us.
Al through this day help us to live as Your :

fﬂmny, obedient children. Amen. Vo

for the fulfilling of these promises, “be
diligent that ye may be found of him in
peace, without spot, and Mameless” (2 Pet,
3:11-14).

We find ourselves today living in a
generation that gives little or no thought
to the future, much less to the reality of
imminent Divine intervention. Present
goals of pleasure and material profit are
all absorbing, and any suggestion of the
coming One is thought of as an unwel-
come intrusion, if it is considered seri-
ously at all. The consequence is that we
who are “looking for the blessed hope” of
the ages must live and work daily in an
atmosphere of near-total disbelief. This
poses a continual threat to our faith. The
attitude of indifference so easily worms
its insidious way into our thinking, and
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is so deadly. How diligently we should
concentrate our minds each day, each
hour, each moment, on the vision God
has placed before us, to keep alive in
our hearts the lively expectation and
the eager longing and looking for of the
fathers of our faith who said with holy
resolve, “We fook for the Saviour.”

How can we be absolutely certain
that Christ is coming, that all things do
not simply continue as they have for
centuries? How can we know

To answer this question requires but
a very short process of reasoning. If the
Bible is true—and we know that it is;
and if the Bible teaches it—there is not
the slightest question; and if the words
of Jesus Himself are genuine—I will
come again”; where is there the least
ground for uncertainty? There is none.
The words of Jesus in His final message
to humankind are one last signature
upon the whole: “Behold, I come quick-
fi.* There can be no question whatever.
Jesus is coming,

l'he second advent of Christ was the
sustaining, electrifying hope of God's
peaple through the ages. It was the
message of poets, prophets and apos-
tles. Often their words were related to
conditions then present; many prophe-
cies were short-range; but always there
was the greater, longer-range signifi-
cance which permitted men to look
beyond the limits of the world they
could see, to the Day when God's plan
on earth would be culminated.

[he entire New Testament proclaims
the message, urgent, vibrant, real—over
three hundred times in all. Must we
conclude that these promises are past
due and out of date? Must we believe
that the early Church was disappointed
and that the hope on which they staked
their lives is forever unfulfilled? Never!
The fact that those early Christians
were alive with anticipation shows only
their wholehearted commitment to the
cause, Paul warned them plainly that
“that day shall not come, except there
come g falling gway first” (2 Thess. 2:3).
And Jesus warned His eager disciples
that it would be a “long time” before He
would return to reckon with His ser-
vants (Matt. 25:19).

The whole book of Revelation is
given to revealing events which shall
accompany the second advent of
Christ. Almost its closing words repeat
the promise of Jesus Himself: “Behold, |
corte quickly; and my reward is with me,

to give every man according as fiis work
shall be...Surely I come quickily” (Rev,
22:12, 20).

Some nineteen hundred years have
passed into history since these words
were recorded, and the “long time” is
nearly over. Now is our expectation
nearer than when we first believed. “We
look for the Savior*—the day draws
steadily nearer, the day when Jesus
Christ shall come as earth's Conqueror,
Redeemer, and King—and our Judge.
We cannot evade our responsibility.
Every servant of God will be summoned
to stand before the judgment seat of
Christ (2 Cor. 5:10).

And what will that mean? It will be a
revealing day for all. Someone has sug-
gested that on “the Great White Throne
will be two sets of books: one book in
which everything you ever did, every
good deed you ever did, every sin you
ever committed and did not forsake,
every thought you ever thought, every
intent that yvou ever had that was
wrong and not forgiven, is recorded.
And when you come to that Judgment,
you will say, ‘But Lord, 1 didn't do these
things. I'm not guilty.’ And He will say,
‘Open the book.” And there will be the
record, clear as day, of everything you
ever did—not only the things you did,
but the things you thought; your
intents; vour whole inner life will be
right there on record. And there won't
be any mistakes; you will have to
believe it, and confess that He is right.”

Then there will be another book. The
Bible calls it the “bopk of life.” If our
name is written there, we need have no
fear, for everyone shall be delivered
whose name is in the Book of Life,

That day is surely coming. We do not
know when, but its coming is as certain
as the coming of winter, spring and
summer in their appointed season.

Do we believe it? Do we feel the
impact of this message from God? Do we
sense the urgent responsibility that this
promise lays upon us? Do we earnestly,
eagerly, momentarily, look for our Sav-
iour? Then let us stit purselves with the
intensity of those early Christians. Let us
believe with every nerve and sinew of
our body that Christ /s coming. Let us
awake! arise! watch! pray! seek! repent! go!
tell! Let us do nothing, say nothing,
think nothing, that we will not want to
be found doing, saying, or thinking
when Jesus comes—ior “the day of the
Lord cometh, it is nigh at fund.” CI




WHAT Makes A HEALTHY SPirRIT?

tinctives of a
HEALTHY CHRISTIAN

fn Frank Minirth

In this day when thousands suffer from mental disorders,
the Bible—rejected by the majority—offers a means (o
mental stability to those who commit themselves to heed
its message. In this article Dr. Minirth draws examples
from the Bible to demonstrate how the law of God builds
mental health. — Eprror.

I have asked several different people to name the
five most mentally healthy men in the Bible. Of
course, the list and the order of the list varied from
one individual to the next, but I found that Daniel
was almost always in the list and that he was usually
listed second only to Christ.

In Daniel 6:1-5 the following is recorded: "It pleased
Darius to set over the kingdom an hundred and twenty
princes, which should be over the whole kingdom; And
over these three presidents; of whom Daniel was first: that
the princes might give accounts unto them, and the king
should have no damage. Then this Daniel was preferred
above the presidents and princes, because an excellent spir-
it was in him; and the king thought to set him over the
whole realm. Then the presidents and princes sought to
find occasion against Daniel concerning the kingdom; but
they conld find none occasion nor fault; forasmuch as he
was faithful, neither was there any error or fault found in
him. Then said these men, We shall not find any occasion
dgainst this Daniel, except we find it against him concern-
ing the law of his God.”

These verses, along with the rest of the life of
Daniel, reveal several significant insights into the
characteristics of mental health. With millions of neu-
rotics, millions more alcoholics and millions more
emotionally disturbed children, millions who suffer
from antisocial personalities, millions of psychotics,
and over a million hard-drug addicts in America
today, one might wonder if mental health exists. It
does! And Daniel illustrates it well.

Daniel was only about sixteen years old when Judah
was taken into exile by Babylon. He was a choice
yvoung man. Nebuchadnezzar chose Daniel to be
trained to occupy a position of administration and
authority. Daniel had no physical blemish, was intelli-
gent, quick to learn, and was socially poised. He was a
gifted young man. The Scriptures note he had “excep-
tional qualities.”

Every now and then in life all of us come across
someone who is truly gifted in several areas. Like you,

| can recall a school classmate who was very gifted. He
was a good athlete, straight-A student, and was excep-
tional in character. Daniel was such a man.

Ezekiel called Noah, Job, and Daniel righteous men.
This was quite an honor considering that Daniel was a
contemporary of Ezekiel. If most of us were giving a
talk today on godly men, we would most likely draw
our characters from the past—not from the present.
Christ also made reference to Daniel, Reference is also
made to him in Hebrews 11—God’'s list of the great
men of faith.

Very little is known of Daniel’s first fifteen or six-
teen years, but he must have come from an unusually
stable family background. T believe God used those
first sixteen years to build a man of incredible mental
and moral strength as illustrated by the following ten
chatacteristics of mental health.

_l
(1} An Ability to Withstand Change

‘The mentally healthy individual can react appropri-
ately in the face of stress. He has self-control, disci-
pline, and emotional control. He can accept what is
unchangeable. He is free from excessive and prolonged
anxiety or depression in the face of change.

As Daniel 5 opens, Daniel was about eighty years
old. Over the years he had faced unbelievable change.
He had been taken from his country at a young age,
never to see many of his relatives and friends again.
He was taken to a new home, a new school, and a new
social situation. On a stress test he would have had
enough points to have a nervous problem, but he
withstood it well,

(2) The Ability to Function at Full Capacity, Physically,
Intellectually, and Emotionally

Probably the most practical criteria of mental
health is how an individual is functioning physically,
intellectually, and emotionally. In fact, the definition
of neurosis is “not functioning adequately physically,
intellectually, and emotionally over an extended peri-
od of time.” Many of the individuals 1 see cannot
function adequately because of worry, anxiety, depres-
sion or mental confusion.

Daniel excelled physically, intellectually, and emo-
tionally throughout life. He excelled as a youth. He
excelled under three different kings, He excelled for
over eighty years physically, intellectually, and emo-
tionally.




(3) A Good Attitude—Optimistic,
Confident, Secure

A mentally healthy individual is
often a'pparent by his good atti-
_ tude. He is basically secure and
“reflects this in his confidence, opti-
mism, and sense of humor.

Daniel had confidence because
of his faith in God. As a youth he
was confident God could make
him physically strong even though
he refused the king's food. He was
confident before Nebuchadnezzar
that he could interpret a dream he
had never seen. He was confident
with a second king to the point of
being able to tell the king of his
impending death. This confidence
was evident to yet a third king who
wanted to set him over his whole
lcmgdum

i4) ynwavermg Pm‘po.se for Life
ne of the major determinates
s a person on a mentally
path is that he have an unwa-
purpose for life. In the recep-
rbom at our clinic we have a
little pamphlet that says, “A person
is born, grows up, goes to school,
gets a job, marries, eventually
dies—is this all there is to life?” We
want people to think about what
their real purpose in life is. We
want them to ask themselves the

question, “What will last in life?”
Daniel had an ingrained, unwa-
vering purpose for life. He had an
eternal perspective. He lived for
God and His principles. His brain
was programmed through and
through with an unwavering pur-
pose for God. This purpose gave
him contentment, happiness,

inner peace, and mental stability.

{  The Ability to Relate to People and
ild Relationships with Others
n ~determining the mental

health of people that come to my
office’T have often taken special
ote of how they relate to others

(wife, friends, employer, etc.). It
takes a mentally healthy person to
relate well to a variety of people. It
is especially significant if he can
consistently relate well to those
with whom he is close.

Daniel related well as a youth, a
period when many of us are too
rebellious to relate well. He related
well as an old man, when many of

us are too set in our ways to relate
well. He even related well to a for-

eign people.
(6) Balance in Several Important
Areas

An individual with balance to

 his life has long been recognized as
© an individual of mental health,
“There needs to be a balance

between being dependent and
independent, between being orga-
nized and creative, between spiri-
tual coldness and excessive
emotionalism.

Daniel had a balance between
being dependent and independent.
As a youth he often had to depend
on various foreign people in posi-
tions of authority over him. And
yet, he could be independent when
needed. Although he was trained
in the foreign schools, he was
never brainwashed as they had
hoped. He could be open and flexi-
ble when needed (an important
aspect of mental health), but he
knew where to draw the line and
be independent.

Also, Daniel would have had to
have a balance between being orga-
nized and being creative. Organiza-
tion is more of an obsessive
compulsive  personality  trait;
whereas creativity is more of an
hysterical personality trait. A high-
Iy efficient and effective person has
a healthy balance of both. Daniel
had both.

Daniel had a balance spiritually.
In chapter five, we noted his
emphasis on the Word of God. In
Daniel 10:12 the emphasis is on
prayer with the following words,
“Then said he unto me, Fear not,
Dapiel: for from the first day that

thow didst set thine heart to under- .

stand, and to chasten thyself before
thy Gaod, thy words were heard, and |
am come for thy words.” In Daniel
12:3 are these words, “And they that
be wise shall shine as the brightness
of the firmament; and they that turn
many o ﬁgh!mﬁnﬂi as the stars for
ever ami' Ever.”

pendability is the mark of

tal health most looked for in

ployees.
Daniel

regard to being dependable. The

was outstanding in

passage in Daniel, chapter five,
noted that he was trustworthy, not
corrupt, and not negligent. The
presidents and princes could find
no fault nor occasion against
Daniel. This is remarkable when
one considers the hundreds of peo-
ple that must have worked under
him. Daniel had strong internal
standards that made him depend-
able. Because of these he could
resist social and environmental
pressure; he could resist sin; he
could avoid being impulsive. He
was dependable.

(8) Others-centered, Not
~centered
n 1 am looking for criteria of
 mental health on a psychological
test, | look for scales that would
indicate that a person tends to be
others-centered rather than self-
centered. When a person is all
wrapped up in his own selfish
desires—anger, jealousy, suspicions,
and problems—he has very little to
give to others, and is not being
emotionally mature and healthy.

Daniel was others-centered.
Although the presidents and
princes were angry and jealous of
Daniel, there is no indication that
Daniel ever had a bad attitude
toward them. Daniel showed con-
cern for a group of wise men once
and even intervened for their lives.
He was others-centered. He had
enough emotional strength left
over in dealing with his own prob-

lems to give to others.

9l A Person of the Word

;i_ | eve that a major indication
‘a Christian is mentally
h y is that he is in the Word of
d daily. Daily time in the Word
is not only an indication that a
person is mentally healthy, but it is
also the reason why he is mentally
healthy. Jesus once told a group of
people that they erred because they
did not know the Word of God.
The Word of God produces peace,
joy, contentment, and all the
aspects of mental health of which
we routinely think. It works
against anxiety, depression, defen-
siveness, immaturity, and all the
things we routinely consider indi-

cations of a lack of mental health.

Daniel was a man of God's Word.
{Continued on page 20)
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Ol'lt‘ day in early spring,

my father brought home some
choice young fruit trees. His hired
man set them in rich, black earth,
so straight and so neatly that they
were a pleasure to gaze upon. 1 was
then a little child, about four vears
old, and I remember his replying to
all my questions with that straight-
forward simplicity he always used
toward children. He told me that
in a year or two there might be
some beautiful red apples on those
pretty trees, and asked me if I
could wait till then. I had a vague
idea that the apples lay hidden in
the trunk somewhere, and won-
dered how 1 would ever see them.

A long time passed, and at last
there came a few blossoms on the
little trees. They had little pink
edges, and were streaked with faint
veins. That summer my aunt Mary
died, and [ was sent to spend a few
months with her lonely daughter.

At last the fall came, and 1
returned home. Pleasant as my stay
had been with Mary's daughter, |
was wild with delight with the
thought that 1 should soon be
home with my dear mother and
father. How [ flew through the old
house, after I had kissed everybody
and almost everything—even to
the old sober cat, who gave me an
ungracious protest.

With delight 1 ran around out-

AN OLD-FASHIONED STORY FOR CHILDREN

upon it. Before [ thought, the
apple was in my hand. Oh, how
beautiful! 1 turned to go into the
house to give it to my father, trust-
ing he would ask no questions, or
that if he did, my frankness might
be my mediator. But the melting
lusciousness that seemed to perme-
ate even the glossy rind, melted
my resolution, and [ hurried
breathlessly to a large tree at the
end of the orchard, out of sight.

Not a mouthful did 1 enjoy; it
was sweet and delicious, but in my
haste I choked it down, and had
eaten to the core when | heard my
father's voice. [ threw down the
remnant of the apple, wiped my
hands, and with burning cheeks,
went forward to my father. He
looked at me keenly, and we
passed into the house.

All that long afternoon my heart
ached.

“1 am sorry, Mother,” said my
father that evening, “but the apple
vou wanted so much is gone.”

I cowed as [ stood watching my
mother preparing meat for supper.
My mother paused with a look of
anxiety as she said, “Who do you
suppose has taken it? It was there
this morning.”

“lI am afraid some of the chil-
dren—"

“l didn't touch it"
before he had finished.

“MNo one has accused you, Mar-
sha,” said my father, after inter-
changing glances with my
mother—"why are you so ready to
deny before the question is asked
you?”

?

[ cried,

I said nothing. In a little while
my father took me into his work-
room, to show me a little toy he
had been making for me. My cheeks
burned, and 1 kept choking back
the tears. | was suffering the agony
of my first lie.

Suddenly my father took my
hand, and drawing me toward him,
held up the very apple core 1 had
thrown away.

“My daughter—ypou took the
apple,” said my father, in his calm,
solemn voice—and oh! as | looked
at him, I saw tears in his eyes, and
those mild lips trembled. It would
have been easier if he had been
angry with me. I longed for him to
scold me—anything but that sad,
cutting look of disappointment. |
felt like crying, but could not.

| thought in the silence that fol-
lowed my heart would break. My
eves were bent to the floor, and it
seemed as if T could scarcely
breathe.

[ felt his fingers under my chin,
pressing it to make me look up. I
heard his voice, a little sterner now.
“Look up, my child"—and T lifted
my eyes to his sorrowful face. Then
he talked to me about my wrong,
till my heart was melting. At last |
cried out, “Oh, father! forgive me,
forgive me—I took the apple. And [
told a lie. It was all very wrong. |
shall never dare to pray again!”

“] am old now,"” said the sweet-
faced lady who told me this story,
“but the prayer that my father
offered to heaven that night, 1
seem to hear it as if it were a thing
of yesterday. Days and weeks
passed before I felt innocent again.

side the house, to see what

had changed. The summer _/f
flowers had faded, the pump
was still covered with moss,
and there, over by the barn,
was the fruit orchard. On one
of the young trees hung one—
only one—large red apple. It
looked so tempting, so lus-
cious, that from the first sight
[ felt 1 must put my hands

TRUTH

Why should you fear the truth to tell?
Does falsehood ever do so well?

Can you be satisfied to know

There’s something wrong to hide below?
Nuo; let your fault be what it may,

To own it is the belter way.

But never since then—never,
\ never once have | been tempt-
ed to tell a falsehood. And 1
thank God for the sting of
remorse which left a wound
that bleeds afresh at the very
thought of lying."”

From Sunshine Series for Little
Folks, printed about 1850, by the
Pacific Press, Oakland, California.
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Sheep and Goats

1.

2.

In what story does the Bible tell of a ram’s
being caught in a thicket?

What name was given to the goat sent out into
the wilderness as a part of the sin offering?

. In what beautiful psalm are we likened to sheep

cared for by a kind shepherd?

. What were goatskins used for in Palestine?
. Were sheep and goats considered “clean” animals?
. Who complained that not even a “kid” had

been killed for him?

. What animal was sacrificed for the Passover feast?
. In one of the parables concerning the

separation of the good and the bad, Jesus says:
“As a shepherd divideth his sheep from his
goats, he shall set the sheep on his

hand, and the goats on his hand.”
Walls
1. What city wall fell down after an army had

2,

marched around it thirteen times?

In connection with what feast is the account of the
handwriting on the wall? Who did the writing?

. Who was let down at night, in a basket, over

the wall of Damascus?

. Who once let down two Israelite spies by a

rope from her house on the wall of Jericho?

. Who superintended the rebuilding of the wall

of Jerusalem?

. What heathen king burned the temple and fine houses

and broke down the walls of Jerusalem?

. What city is spoken of which has a wall great

and high, with 12 gates inscribed with the
names of the 12 apostles?

MEGIDDO MESSAGISE
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Who Was the Boy?

1. This boy was found on a river bank, among
the flags, in a basket.

2. This boy left his parents while on a visit to
Jerusalem, to go to the temple and discuss
questions with the leaders.

ek

. This boy's mother gave him “a little linen coat.”

. This boy performed a brave act with a stone
and a sling.

. This boy was laid on an altar by his father.

. This boy became king while a little child.

7. This boy was sent out into the desert with his
mother.

8. This boy was thrown into a pit by his jealous
brothers and sold into slavery.

9. This boy was the youngest of twelve brothers.

(19
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Who Was Called?

1. The son of perdition?

2. The Son of man?

3. The friend of God?

4. The doubter?

5. The disciple whom Jesus loved?
6. The sons of thunder?

7. Cephas?

8. The Tishbite?

9. The Benjamite?

10.The sweet singer of Israel?
Whose Son?

. Whose son was Rehoboam?

. Whose son was Methuselah?
. Whose son was Noah?

. Whose son was Ephraim?

. Whose son was Eleazar?

. Whose son was Judah?

. Whose son was Saul?

. Whose son was Japheth?

=T I R T K 6 R

Whose Daughter?

. Whose daughter was Jemima?

. Whose daughter was Michal?

. Whose daughter was Zipporah?
. Whose daughter was Miriam?

. Whose daughter was Athaliah?

. Whose daughter was Leah?

. Whose daughter was Eunice?

. Whose daughter was Rebekah?

R0 =4 O LN e LU [ =

ANSWERS ON PAGE 26
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NASA's Hubble Space Telescope has uncovered over 1,000 1 . .
bright, young star clusters bursting with at the heart of a pair .
of the Antennae galaxies (called the Antennae because of its ; .
long luminous tails resembling an insect’s antennae).
“The sheer number of these young star clusters is amazing,”
says Brad Whitmore of the Space Telescope Science Institute '
(STScl), Baltimore, Maryland.

A Hubble Space Telescope Photo taken on October 21, 1997 (STScl-PR97-34).
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n the moon, can compete with a God who
orders a hundred billion gal 5!
As though one who has discovered some of the
lers nl' the atom, can compete with a C who is
of all light and en
or all his science and skill, his inve

veries, is still man, mere mortal man. And God is
l—eternal, omnipotent, all kr 12, infinite, infal-

greater, just think about pul'
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Look up! Our Creator's handiwork is on display
every night. Don't n it! The stars that stud the vault
of night, that capture the astronomer’s eye and per-
plex and mystify every seeker of Lnuwlu:i__q_——are they
meaningless blobs of dust and burning gas scattered
through a purposeless void?

The answer is No. None of God's creation is without
meaning or purpose (Isa. 45:18). The vast expanse that
modern telescopes are seeing is yet more and more evi-
dence of the splendor of God's creation, and it is not
empty void. His creation is filled with real worlds and
populated with real beings. The Bible calls them “fami-
ly” (Eph. 3:14-15). Here is the realm where God's will
is done now just as it will soon be done right here on
planet Earth (Matt. 6:10).

The God of the Bible is no figment of man’s minds,
nor is he a mysterious and unknown force. Nor are His
works under the power of any human hands. He is the
Almighty Creator, the Lord God that made the heav-
ens and the earth. And He is in control.

Seek Him—through His Word—and you shall find
Him!

“If you look_for me
in earnest,...I will be
Jound by you,” says

the Lord. —jeremian 2913




. “The time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine;
but...they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall
be turned unto fables.” —2 Timothy 4:3—4, King James Version

- “A time is coming when people will no longer listen to right
teaching. They will follow their own desires and will look for
teachers who will tell them whatever they want to hear.

15}?‘_;1‘4 e They will reject the truth and follow strange miyths.”
Tirmo :3—4, New Living Translation
bandonment of wm; ;":ﬁm —2 Timothy 4:3-4, New Living Tra
. an a -
ii'p{lstﬂﬁ}" ar:_ﬂ}r Prﬂfﬁﬁﬂd: 3 totaﬂnciplﬂfir
or depat ) . tionary
or party. | New [I’ltfrﬁﬂﬂﬂ"m Dictt \ . e & “
—Webster's oyed 10 \ i The Apostasy Terminated =
L apostasy: 3 1 e renundiatiny ey ; G
describe a COMP 0o an exchange ¢ f the od would not create a world and let darkness and
s Christian fai h, other, espect ﬂ'}'t‘ ot evil rule it forever. As surely as day follows night, as
one form ot 1 fm:\ nthe f “m[:; surely as spring follows winter, so surely should the
motive be ““_wm;tf- stasy Was man resurrection of Divine truth follow the long night of
| of the Christian ‘E'.d: e Eﬂu"mnt‘ -y the apostasy.
' comin s sorme ou a; v Of As the historian wrote: “Truth, that it might pass
was indicated o to a heathen &€ ¥ safely through the period when Rome would have

as offering mcﬁ-,?:iame of Christ crushed it with her iron sceptre, had acted like the
plaspheming tE"L}.Ci;_.pafdiﬂ Britd insect that weaves with its threads the chrysalis in
| e . which it envelops itself during the winter...But the

1 e spring might come, when the hidden truth might
e i lift its head, and throw off all the threads which cov-
L ered it. Having acquired fresh vigor in its seeming tomb, the world

might behold it in the days of its resurrection, obtain the victory over Rome
and all her errors.”

That spring came. It came just as the Divine writers had foreseen it would
come. After the time allotted had expired, the time came for the renaissance
of light and knowledge.

Among the prophecies foretelling this important time are the following:

Jesus assured Martha that there would be living believers upon earth at the
time of His second advent. He said to her at the time of her brother's death,
“Whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die” (John 11:24-26), indicating
that men and women would be embracing the same holy faith at the time of
His return. |

In Matthew 25, in the parable of the Ten Virgins, Jesus foretold an awaken-
ing. While the bridegroom tarried, they “all sfumbered and slept.” But “at mid-
night there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ve out to meet him” i
(Matt. 25:5-6). The virgins woke up.

Jesus also assured His listeners that the days of “great tribulation” should “be
shortened,” else “there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect’s sake those days
shall be shortened” (Matt, 24:22).

Daniel in his last vision saw the extinction of the true Church—and also
the day when it would revive (Dan. 12:5-7). !

g Joel illustrated the apostasy and its end by a fig tree that would lie waste |
) and then come back to life, bud and bear fruit (Joel 2:21-22): “...the pastures of




the wilderness do spring, for the tree
beareth her fruit, the fig tree and the
vine do vield their strength.”

To an observer in medieval times,
in an age when superstition held
men's minds enslaved, such
prophecies would have seemed
incredible, absurd, mere wishful
dreaming of an ill-informed idealist.
The entire fabric of civilization had
disintegrated into a state of igno-
rance, brutality and misery. And the
Roman power seemed invincible,

Yet despite the dismal outlook
from a human viewpoint, the Lord
had spoken; and the word of the
Lord is mightier than the mightiest
chains of bondage, ignorance and
superstition. Looking backward and
forward, yesterday, today and forev-
er, Jehovah stands supreme in the
scheme of history. Men and
nations, though ignorant of His
plans, all unite to perform His will
when He decrees it.

When threescore and ten per-
sons, the progenitors of the chosen
people, entered Egypt as famine
refugees, it was more than coinci-
dence that they found a friendly
dynasty in control. Years went by,
the nation grew and became a
nation of slaves, Again God inter-
vened. He raised up Moses to deliv-
er them. And when they came to
possess Canaan, He frequently
allowed heathen invaders to punish
them for their apostasy and evil
When their lesson had been
learned, He found someone to res-
cue them. Nothing was left to
chance.

When they scorned His repeated
warnings, the Lord permitted His
people to be taken as captives to
Babvlon, and their land was over-
run by foreigners; then, after seven-
ty vears, God used Cyrus to allow
them to return to their native land
and rebuild their sacred city.

So also the movements of history
which brought an end to the night
of darkness were ordered of God.
But the apostasy did not end in one
dazzling burst of heavenly light.
Just as the dawn breaks gradually
over the earth, so the night of the
apostasy ended slowly—slowly, vet
surely,

For over ten centuries the power
of Rome had held absolute sway
over the destinies of courts and
nations. S0 severely had the
medieval Church limited free
thought that the art of thinking was
all but extinct.

All but—for when the slightest
break appeared in the dominant
power, men's minds were already
active.

Countless successive steps com-
bined to make possible the resurrec-
tion of Divine truth. The rise of
independent thought, the Magna
Carta, the Renaissance, the so-called
Reformation, the discovery of the
Western world, the Declaration of
Independence, the establishing of a
nation where freedom of religion
was guaranteed—all were steps in
the plan of God as He prepared a
place and a time for the spiritual
awakening His prophets had fore-
told,

Probably the greatest single step
was the translation of the Bible
from the Latin Vulgate into the
common tongues of the people,
thus releasing it from the clutches
of the ruling clergy. And the inven-
tion of the printing press guaran-
teed that never again would the
Bible be restricted to a few.

The Awakening

In all ages the plan of the Almighty
has operated through human instru-
mentality. Human  instruments
under the power of Rome silenced
the believers of the early centuries
and one by one replaced pure doc-
trine with error in the apostate
Church. Even so God provided that
another human instrument should
extricate true religion from the falsity
which had smothered it.

In the nineteenth century of our
era, the wheel of time had turned to
a point where prophecy could be
fulfilled. Daniel in his last vision
had beheld the extinction of the
true Church, the 1260 years of dark-
ness, and —joyful sight!—the day of
its resurrection.

“Then 1 Daniel looked, and, behold,
there stood other two, the one on this
side of the bank of the river, and the

other on that side of the bank of the
river. And one said to the man clothed
in linen, which was upon the waters of
the river, How long shall it be to the
end of these wonders?” (Dan. 12:5-6).

Daniel saw two men whom he
called “wonders”: one on the further
bank of the river who held to true
religion in the face of savage perse-
cution; one on this bank of the river
who, unaided by visible Divine
power, laboriously cleared away the
debris which centuries of darkness
had deposited and presented the
true teachings of the Word in their
original purity; truly they were
“wonders.”

Daniel reveals that the same
interval of time we observed in
other prophecies—"a time, times,
and an half*—would separate one
wonder from the other.

At the time of the first efforts at
reformation it became safer to pos-
sess and use an intellect. Men had
been dissatisfied with the superstruc-
ture which the Roman Church had
placed upon a rotten foundation of
pagan thought, and had reconstruct-
ed it to their liking. It yet remained
for one to arise with sufficient
courage to repudiate the foundation
as well as the building. The great
comerstone of the Fall of Man and
its counterpart, the redemptive, sac-
rificial death of Christ, had yet to be
challenged and owverthrown. The
basic principle of human sacrifice
which was a vital part of every pagan
cult from Memphis to Stonehenge,
from Baal to Brahma, had stood for
50 long that mankind knew no other
foundation, and to strike against it
was to oppose every church in Chris-
tendom, whether Protestant or
Catholic.

At the time of the Reformation in
Europe, Modernism and Fundamen-
talism as we know them today did
not exist. None but the infidels
denied the six-day creation six
thousand years ago, and unreason-
ing literalism hampered most reli-
gious thought and investigation.

Still, it was safe to think, and
more people were thinking. The
time was ripe for something to hap-
pen, and that something was the
True Reformation,

(Continued on page 19}




ASA Hubble
on April 9, 19

n just ten words, Genesis 1:1 intro-
duces us to the majestic author of Creation in
a most majestic way. Even more, that opening
verse opens the great central topic of Scripture
the creative design and work of God.

l'urn your mind to the great Creator who is the
source of all existence, and think about Who He is
and what He is doing.

Of course we think of God as our Creator, But actu-

spoken to us through his Son"—Heb. 1:1-2,

ally, God as Creator is just one of many descriptions of NLT).
the Almighty that the Bible reveals to us. He is also # The Great Eternal Father ( “of whom the whole
_ _ : " family in heaven and earth is named "—Eph.
+ God the Sustainer of all life (“seeing he 3:14).
giveth to all life, and breath, and all things” o : : —
Acts 17:25). # God is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
_ : ; who is our Perfect Example and coming
¢ God the Owner of all things (“the cattle on King (“when the fulness of the time was come,
a thousand hills are mine”—0Ps. 50:10) God sent forth his Son*—Gal. 4:4).
+ God “'}“j‘ has the ultimate say in ﬂ_“’_ # The God who has promised to fill the
rulership of the earth (“the most High earth with His glory (Num. 14:21).
ruleth in the Kingdom of men, and giveth it to Sy : Al :
whommsoever he will"—Dan. 4:17). # The Giver of all _3p|r1tutll blessings :".':'.n'm..wcf
i _ : be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
#+ The One who .kllln and nmkuh_alwc, who who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings
“gives” and “takes away” (1 Sam. 2:6; Job in heavenly places in Christ*—Eph. 1:3).
1:21). ;
o ; ; _ # The One who has promised us life eternal
¢ The One who “giveth us richly all things to (“And this is the promise that he hath promised
enjoy” (1 Tim. 6:17). us, even eternal life"—1 John 2:25).
# God the great Designer of the plan of sal-
vation (“the eternal purpose which he pur- And this is only a beginning—how many more of
posed in Christ Jesus our Lord”—Eph. 3:11). God's important roles can you think of? The Bible is

filled with them.
Why not make a special effort to get on God's side?
The best way we can do this is to ask at every interval,

# God the Guide of our lives (“He shall direct
thy paths"—DProv. 3:6).

# God the Revealer of His message to our “What does God think of (such and such)?"—because
race (“Long age God spoke many times and in if we are ever to know Him as the Giver of eternal life
many ways to our ancestors through the we must first meet Him as our judge (Amos 4:12).

prophets ... now in these final days, he has MNow is the time to get ready for that meeting. |




(Continued from page 17)

The Second “Wonder”

In the early part of the nineteenth
century there were many stirrings
in the religious waters, particularly
in England and young America,
While the reformers of the seven-
teenth and eighteenth centuries
corrected many obvious abuses in
the Roman church, they left the
entire substructure of medieval
thinking untouched, and anyone
who read the Bible seriously could
easily see a wide disparity between
the  average  denominational
church and the church of the New
Testament. As a result, various
voices of protest were heard here
and there, each serious about their
beliefs, and each wishing to rein-
terpret or reapply one part or
another of their religious faith.
Numerous groups and sub-groups
appeared, among them the Quak-
ers, the Anabaptists, the Mormons,
the Campbellites, the Russellites,
the Adwventists, the Christadelphi-
ans, and many more.

Many distinct points of Bible
teaching were discovered and
taught by one here and one there.
But even so, the cardinal doctrines
of the Christian faith remained
intact.

Then, about the middle of the
nineteenth century, God began to
move upon the instrument He
would use to bring about a greater
and fundamental religious revolu-
tion. The second “wonder” rose up
in the darkness with a determina-
tion to know the whole truth as
God intended it to be known from
His written Word, and to live a life
pleasing to God. He read in the
Word of God, “If thou criest after
knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for
understanding: if thou seekest her as
silver, and searchest for her as for hid
treasures; then shalt thou understand
the fear of the Lord, and find the
knowledge of God” (Prov. 2:3-5).
Taking the Word of God at face
value, he was convinced that the
knowledge of God could be found,
but that it would require seeking
and searching. To this task he dedi-
cated his life, and his efforts were
rewarded.

This instrument, this second
“wonder” of Daniel's vision, we

believe to have been our founder,
Rev., L. T. Nichols {1844-1912),
This is a broad and sweeping state-
ment which every earnest truth-
seeker should investigate fully by
comparing his findings with the
Word of God. In the words of the
Apostle Paul, “Prove all things; hold
fast that which is good” (1 Thess.
5:21). This was his lifelong motto.

Born of frontier parents and
endowed with a strong and inde-
pendent mind, he easily rose above
the handicap of limited schooling.
In his pioneer home he was
acquainted with earnest toil, yet
never allowed toil to blunt his finer
sensibilities. He learned to know
God through the works of nature,
and from earliest childheod deeply
reverenced the great Creator.

Like all children of religious par-
ents in his day, he was educated at
his mother’s knee in the ideas of
fundamental religion (his mother
was a Campbellite). In other words,
his religious structure was started
for him on the same old founda-
tion. But it did not remain there.
At an early age he began turning
the searchlight of vouthful inquisi-
tiveness against the religious sys-
tems of the day. Before each “I
believe” he placed a pertinent
“Why?”" The word of a noted
divine or a paragraph from a
church creed was not sufficient evi-
dence when the ideas expressed
conflicted with reason and with
what he could read in his Bible.

MNothing could be taken for
granted; every belief had to be
clearly the teaching of the Bible, or
it had to be rejected.

Very early he realized that if he
was to succeed in his task, he must
understand the tongues in which
the Bible was written. 50 without
hesitation he plunged into the
study of Hebrew, Greek, and Latin.
This was absolutely necessary
because, while the great majority
of its teachings can be understood
from the King James Version of the
Bible, yvet in many places the trans-
lation is colored by the darkness
which enveloped the minds of
those who translated it.

To understand the magnitude of
the undertaking one must realize
the immensity of the great gulf

that separated light from darkness,
truth from error. It was not the
birth of a new religion; it was the
resurrection of an old one. The reli-
gion of Jesus, the prophets and
apostles alone saved and will save.
Consequently, any religion that
failed to embody every principle of
their teaching was not pure truth.
Thus came the close of the long

I t was not the birth
of a new religion; it
was the resurrection
of an old one. The
religion of Jesus, the
prophets and
apostles alone saved
and will save.

dark night and the dawn of a new
day.

}‘:ﬂ?h}' had God allowed His truth
to become so buried in superstition
and gross misunderstanding, so
thoroughly mixed with paganism
and philosophy? Perhaps it was His
means of preserving it while it
should rest in the hands of those
who would have been its enemies
had they understood its meaning.

Doctrines Buried

For centuries the masses, under the
fear of death, had been forced to
believe that the whole creation of
earth, and sun, and universes of
stars all began just six thousand
years ago, and that prior to that
time there had existed an enormous
void, uninhabitable and uninhabit-
ed. Yet Mr. Nichols read in the Bible
the words of the Psalmist (Ps.
103:17), that “the mercy of the
Lord is from everlasting to everlast-
ing.” How could this be, if the
whole creation were a mere 6000
years old? Upon whom had a
supreme Creator, perfect in power,
in goodness, in mercy, from aeons




in the past been dispensing justice?
All was clear when the Genesis
account of creation was viewed as
a symbolic picture of God's long-
range plan of spiritual creation, a
plan for the developing and per-
fecting of planet Earth, filling it
with the glory of God. Understood
in this way, there need be no con-
flict between science and the Bible,
The purpose of the Bible was not to
tell us how the galaxies came into
being; rather, the Bible author in
the first of Genesis was presenting
an outline of God's plan for the
earth in the form of an allegory.
During six days (or six thousand
years, one day for a thousand
years—2 Pet. 3:8), the rulers of
30d's future Kingdom would be
chosen and developed, and during
the seventh day, the Millennium
(Rev. 20:4, 6), the populace of that
Kingdom would be prepared, after
which the work would be complet-
ed and pronounced “very good.”
This revolutionary approach to
the creation removed the ambigui-
ties caused by the literal interpreta-
tion of Genesis, along with the
impaossibility of literal grass grow-
ing before the literal sun, and of
the human race being made physi-
cally in the image of God. Gone
also was the basis for the almost
universaily held belief in the fall of
man and original sin, by which
Adam was thought to have passed
the guilt of sin to all his progeny
for millennia to come. How could
such be possible when the Bible
declared plainly, “The soul that sin-
neth, it shall die”; and “son shall

not bear the iniquity of the father”
(Ezek. 18:20)? Gone also was the
injustice of needing to redeem a
fallen race with the death of His
innocent son; when the Bible
again declares that God rewards
each according to his own works,
his own righteousness, and not
anothers’ (Rev. 22:12; Jer. 17:10;
Ezek. 14:14; Ps. 18:24),

Two of the most glaring and
most widely believed fables were
belief in literal hellfire and a literal
devil. Well-meaning theologians
frightened the simple into religion
by vividly picturing the abode of
the damned where their “worm
dieth not and the fire is not quenched,”
a realm superintended by a super-
power of evil who was the arch
enemy of God. Many went so far
with their literalism as to picture a
cloven-hoofed monster with a tail
of such magnitude that it encircled
a third part of the stars of heaven.

Luther sanctioned this belief,
and in his writings related many
“encounters” with the devil—
while the Bible teaches that the
only devil that defiles comes from
within (Mark 7:21-23; James
1:13-14). Furthermore, the words
translated “hell” (sheol and hades)
refer to the grave, annihilation,
and never once mean an abode of
eternal torment.

The pagan concept of a triune
God, the mystery of the ages, went
into the scrap heap as utterly with-
out Scriptural authoritv—how
could it be authentic when it was
not accepted by the church until
the fourth century A.D.7 Yet it was

solidly believed by the reformers of
the 17th and 18th centuries, and
was the dogma for which Calvin
sent Servetus to the stake,

One by one the doctrines that
had been born during the centuries
immediately following Christ and
during the Medieval Age were
proven to be not the true teachings
of the Word of God. In this catego-
ry were deathbed repentance,
instant salvation, the wvicarious
atonernent, the deity of Christ, the
Holy Spirit as a person—in fact, the
entire stronghold of papal tradition
that had been handed down from
generation to generation for more
than a thousand years.

By far the greatest discovery of
this “wonder” on this side of the
river of time was that of the core
of the ancient religion of Jesus,
that highest of high ideals, perfec-
tion of character. 50 convinced,
this man undertook the greatest
work of which mortals are capable,
as stated by Jesus: “Be ye therefore
perfect, even as your Father which is
in heaven is perfect” (Matt. 5:48).

And so, holding in his hand the
true doctrine of Christianity, the
religion of the heart, he led the
way out of religious confusion into
the full blaze of the Divine truth.
The tollowing are his own words:

“As I stand upon the shore in the
full blessed light of its freedom, and
see for me the ending of the weary
centuries of darkness, 1 lift my heart
in thankfulness to God that I have
been made free from superstition, free
to walk in the wonderful light of

truth.
(T be concludad next isswe)

g
g ; %ﬂﬂﬂll’&? of a
HEAL CHRISTIAN

He greatly valued “the law of his God.” This is why he
was mentally stable. This is why his mental stability was
reflected in his extreme courage in facing lions, foreign
kings, and people that were jealous of him,

(1) An Acceptance of God as Our Primary

Support System

Skeptics have accused Christians of using God as a

(Cowtinuted from page 10§

i was recently impressed as | was reading the follow-

ing words spoken by the Lord to the children of Israel,

“I remember thee, the kindness of thy youth, the love of
thine espousals, when thou wentest after me in the wilder-
ness, in a land that was not sown” (Jer. 2:2).

Daniel was a man that watched his world crumble
around him as a youth. His external support system fell
apart. More than any other single reason, Daniel was

mentally healthy because God was his support sys-

crutch. Mental health is realizing that we all have

dependency needs and then meeting those needs in
healthy'ways. God desires that we let Him be our pri-

mary support system.

tem—a system that could never fail.

“Ten Distinctives of a Healthy Clristian” copyright 1983 by Dr. Frank
Minirth. Used by permission of the author and Kirdred Spirir.
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f thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord,
who shall stand? But there is forgiveness with thee,
that thou mayest be feared.” —Psalm 130:3-4

David was dreadfully conscious of his own sins.
Even more, he was grateful for God's promise of for-
giveness. 5in puts up a wall between us and God, for-
giveness tears it down,

Under the old law sin had to be dealt with at its
point of guilt. The sin offering dealt with the principle
of sin. By it the sinner acknowledged his sin and asked
to be made right with the law. That is what forgive-
ness does for us. It makes us right with God. We
repent and turn, and God forgives.

The sinner is afraid God will punish him; the godly
one is afraid he might sin again.

olid food is for those who are mature, who
have trained themselves to recognize the difference
between right and wrong and then do what is
right.” —Hebrews 5:14

Knowledge is the basis of all faith. “All things that
pertain unto life and godliness [come] through knowledge”
(2 Pet. 1:2).

The Bible never belittles knowledge, but knowledge
alone is not enough. To really know God, we must
commit to Him all the concerns of our lives, including
what we are, what we love, what we cherish. The only

true knowledge of God is that which has been applied.

We might talk about forgiveness, but unless we
know the bitter experience of repentance, there is an
echo of unreality in what we say. We may talk about
love for God, but unless we have actually shown that
love in our daily lives, by our own submission and
obedience, we are like “a noisy gong or a clanging cym-
bal* (1 Cor. 13:1). We may talk at length on the
lessons that can be learned from suffering; but until
we ourselves have suffered, there is something empty
about our words.

No one ever gets to be an authority in the things
of God merely by reading and investigation. Authori-
ty comes when we can say from the depths of our
own personal conviction, as did Jesus, “We speak of
what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen”
(John 3:11).

Apparently the author of Hebrews is complaining
about his people’s quality of faith. "By this time you
otght to be teachers,” he said, but instead, “you need
somteone to leach you again the first principles of God’s
word.” In plainer words, it was as if he said, You don't
yvet know your ABC's (Heb. 5:12).

The real problem was not knowledge but applica-
tion. They had not put their faith to the test of experi-
ence. They were “unskilled in the word of righteousness”
(verse 13). Skill comes only by experience. One might
have all the credentials for a very high position, but
without experience, his credentials mean little.

The goal of Christian faith is not knowledge alone
but the growth of mature men and women who out of
a basic obedience have their faculties trained by prac-
tice to distinguish good from evil.

Growth in Christian experience means growing in
senisitivity to right and wrong, otherwise there is a
moral barrier between us and God, however well
informed we may be.

One of the best tests of spiritual maturity is the
ability to live our faith in the everyday arenas of life,
In real life one can never confuse knowledge with
practice.

t_ﬂ mman’s ways seem all vight to himself, but
the Eternal has the verdict on his life.”
—Proverbs 16:2, Moffatt

Everyone of us can rationalize our own conduct.
We can always talk ourselves into doing what we want
to do, and justify it to ourselves. “A man’s ways seem
all right to himself.” No question.

But...that is not the end of the matter. What we
think, what we do, our judgment of right and wrong is
not the ultimate. God has the last word. "The Eternal
has the verdict on his life.”

God is not fooled by our chicanery. He judges the
heart, He reads the motives. If we have pure motives,
then we will do what is right, since pure maotives pro-
duce right action.

If all our ways are right, then we have no need to
fear the verdict of the Eternal. 3
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Is War Right or Wrong?

“l am interested in your Church's stand on
comnscientious objection and details regarding
your founder's opposition 1o war.”

As a Church we are conscientious objectors to war,
War under human direction is wrong because it
involves taking the life of our fellowmen; and since we
as human beings without Divine help cannot tell who
ts worthy ta live ar die, to kill in war is to make a judg-
mernt we are not qualified to make.

‘What is the basis for this position? When a group of
soldiers came to John the Baptist and asked, “Wiar
shall we do?" He answered them, “Do violerice to o
man” (Luke 3:14)—a strange directive to soldiers, but
he was teaching the Divine principle.

When the apostle Peter raised his sword and cut off
the ear of the servant of the high priest on the night
Jesus was betrayed, Jesus said to Peter, "Put Ly again thy
sword into his place: for all they that take the sword shall
perish with the sword” (Matt, 26:51-52).

Paul wrote alse that we as Christlans do not "war
after the flesh: for the weapons of our warfare are not car-
nal* (2 Cor. 10:3-4). Again he wrote, “We wrestle not
against flesh and blood” (Eph, 642,

Because of these commands, our founder, Rev. L. T,
Nighols, took the position during the Civil War, more
than a century ago, that it was not right for the fol-
lower of Christ to beat arms. At that time the United
States did not protect consclentious objectors, and
standing firmly for his convictions in an unfriendly
atmosphere nearly cost him his life. Hearing of his
resistance to bearing arms, an over-zealous sergeant
took it upon himself to act as judge, jury and execu-
tianer, and placed Mr. Nichols before a firing squad,
Had it not been for the timely intervention of a superi-
or officer, Mr. Nichols would have been executed.

During World War I, our pastor, Rev. Maud Hem-
bree wrote an appeal to the president of the United
States to recognize our Church as conscientiously
objecting to war. A delegation from our Church also
appealed to the Selective Service headquarters in
Washington. The request was granted, and since
then our Church position has been recognized. At
present there is no draft law, but should one be
enacted, our position would be the same, that we do
net bear arms.

However, we do not take a position of non-coopera-
tion when and if our country should participate in

acts of war. War under human direction is sometimes
a necessary evil.

What about our individual involvement? We are
willing to serve our <ountry in areas of national
importance, i.e., forestry, hospitals, civilian duties, and
if at all possible, under civilian direction. OQur govern-
ment allows this type of service for conscientious
objectors, for which we are grateful. We would not be
violating our conscience to serve under military super-
vision in non-combatant duties, but one can never be
suré when he might be summoned to bear arms in
such an environment, hence our preference for alter-
native civilian service duties.

The taking of life is Dot the only aspect of war that
is forbidden the Christian. As Christians we are forbid-
den all the feelings that underlie the war-like spirit, in
great or small degree. These include feelings of anger,
hate, strife, greed, jealousy, rivalry, pride, resentment,
hitterness, revenge. All are caveman instincts in the
sight of God and absolutely and definitely forbidden.
The Christian can never under any circumstances har-
bor feelings of anger against anyone. The law is plain:
“Cease from anger, and forsake wrath”—no exceptions
Ps. 378,

Furthermore, war is the desire to hurt, not help; to
tear down and not build up. If all worldwide were will-
ing to work sincerely for the good of all others, if
everyone followed the Bible laws on kindness, com-
passion, and love, there would be no war nor any need
for war. There would be no strife even between indi-
viduals, much less between governments or nations,

Another belief underlying war is that one's own
nation is superior to others, and that offensive action Is
as justified as defensive; also the feeling that all other
governmenis should recognize and respect the superior-
ity of one's particular nation—all of which Is contrary
to God’s manner of judging men and nations.

Does that mean that we are pacifists! No. Are we
against all war! No. DO we support war? No. Do we
protest our government’s involvement in war? No.

There are three Bible principles which govern our
attitude toward our govermment in a time of war:

1) We are commanded to be subject to the govern-
ment under which we live. “Let every soul be subject
wnto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God:
the powers that be are atdained of God. Whosoever there-
fare resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinanice of God: and
they that resist shall réceive fo themselves damnation”
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(Rom. 13:1-2). Even though we may not at all times
agree with the actions of our government, we are not
to protest or be uncooperative. If we resist our govern-
ment, we resist God. If our government should require
us to bear arms, we would have to accept the penalty
without resistance in order to be loyal to God.

Even though we cannot take any action which
might endanger, threaten, or kill our fellowmen, nei-
ther are we to take judgment into our own hands and
try to hinder those who do. Jesus never taught His dis-
ciples to resist the actions of the government under
which they lived, but only to behave in such a way
that they themselves would be blameless, as far as pos-
sible both before men and before God.

2} We do not oppose or condemn our country for
going to war, because our nation and its leaders are
not under the Law of God. And because we are com-
mitted to God, it is not our place to advise, direct, or
be concerned with our government's decisions. We are
to leave all matters of the state to the state. God has
set up the governments of earth for this purpose: to
keep law and order. Our duty is to obey God, to live
by His Laws, and to let the officials of our country take
whatever actions they deem necessary as rulers in the
kingdom of men (Dan. 4:25).

3) We cannot be entangled in “the affairs of this life”
and expect to please our Captain Christ. We have cho-
sen to serve a higher cause, to be Christ's soldiers, and
how can we serve in two armies at the same time? This
is what the apostle Paul wrote to Timothy: “No man
that warreth [for Christ] enfangleth himself with the
dffairs of this life; that he may please him who hath cho-
sen him to be a soldier” (2 Tim. 2:4).

We are grateful to our government for administer-
ing its national and international affairs so as to give
us political security and freedom from strife and war,
so that, in the words of the apostle Paul, “we may lead
a quict and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty”
{1 Tim. 2:2). God has arranged this, and we should
thank Him, and show our appreciation by serving Him
wholeheartedly.

4 A Trine Baptism?

“l read somewhere in vour literature that the Trine
Baptismal formula stated by Jesus in Matthew 28:19
may not be authentic text. What is vour authority
for this statement?”

The text in question reads: “Go ye therefore, and
feach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit” (Matt.
28:19). This so-called Trine Baptismal Formula, “in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit”
does appear in the common manuscripts from which
the New Testament is translated.

However, many serious students of Scripture have
questioned it. For example, the following:

“...the New Testament knows only baptism in
the name of Jesus (Acts 2:38; 8:16; 19:5; Gal.

3:27; Rom. 6:3; 1 Cor. 1:13-15), which still
occurs even in the second and third centuries,
while the Trinitarian Formula occurs only in
Matt. 28:19, and then only again in the Didache
7:1, and Justin, Apologies, 1:61. It is unthinkable
that the Apostolic Church thus disobeyed the
express command of the Lord, which it other-
wise considered the highest authority. Occur-
rences like those of Acts 19:1-7 ought to have
shown that the prescribed formula baptism could
not have been shortened to ‘the name of the
Lord Jesus," if the character of baptism was to be
retained as commanded.” —Schaff-Herzog Reli-
Ltous Encyclopedia, “Baptism,” p.435

The Hastings Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics,”
under the topic “Baptism (Early Christian),” offers this
thought under the subheading of “textual criticism":

“In all extant manuscripts and versions the text
is found in the traditional form, though it must
be remembered that the best manuscripts both of
the African Old Latin and of the Old Syriac ver-
sions are defective at this point.”

The author mentions alse that some of the earliest
church fathers (e.g., Eusebius and Justin Martyr) who
quoted this passage of Scripture were not familiar with
the Trine Formula,—a fact which suggests strongly that
the Trine Formula may have been added at a later date.

This is not conclusive evidence of itself, but it sup-
ports what we find in the rest of the New Testament,
where no mention is made of a Trine Formula for bap-
tism, ot, in fact, of the Trinity in any form.

The above-mentioned article gives this summary
statement as its conclusion:

"On the whole, then, the evidence of literary
criticism is against the historical character of the
traditional text of Matthew 28:19.”

The Apostles were sent out to preach and to baptize
in the name of the Lord, and even if they did use the
so-called “trine formula,” it does not say that the three
are one being or one organism, nor does it lend any
credence to the common belief in the Trinity. The
apostles spoke often of the Father and the Son, but
they distinguished them as two separate entities. They
spoke of “God the father and our Lord fesus Christ"—two
beings; and “God, and our Savior Jesus Christ"—two
beings. The Holy Spirit also was distinct, being a
power which was “given,” which they “received,” and
by which they worked (see Acts 1:7-9; John 7:39).

If Jesus' command in Matthew 28:19 was intended
to extol the godhead in its association with baptism,
Paul totally missed the point—or flagrantly disobeyved
{which was entirely unlike him), for there is no evi-
dence that he complied with the command. In fact, he
seemed to depreciate the significance of the baptisms
he did perform (1 Cor. 1:14-17). Being the apostle to
the Gentiles, he was showing the deeper meaning of
baptissn—the death to sin and sinful tendencies,
which each believer must complete.
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# Jesus to Touch the Earth When He Comes?

“The Bible makes it clear that when He (Jesus)
comes at His second coming He will not touch
the earth. But all the saved ones will join Him
in the air and be taken to heaven while the
unsaved will be destroyed by His coming
brightness.”

We are at a loss to know where in the Bible you
find that Jesus at His second coming will "never
touch the earth.” Paul's letter to the Thessalonians
says that both the resurrected dead and the living
believers will be “caught up together...to meet the Lord
in the air” (1 Thess. 4:16-18). Paul does not say what
will happen next, but the prophet Zechariah does,
and he says that when “the day of the Lord
cometh,.. s feet shall stand in that day upon the mount
af Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the
mrocirit af Mives shall cleave in the midst thereof towaid
the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very
great valley:...and the Lord my God shall come, and all
the saints with thee” (Zech. 14:1-5).

There are many texts to indicate that after Jesus
returns to earth, He and His saints will be on the
earth. Only the wicked will be removed. We are told
this in Prov. 10:30: “The righteous shall never be
removed: but the wicked shall not inhabit the earth.” This
wis the purpose of God from the beginning. “He creaf-
ed it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited” (lsa.
45:18). The song of the saints in Rev. 5:9-10 ends with
these words: “We shall reign on the earth.” The Lord's
Prayer begins with a petition for the Kingdom to
come, and His will to be done “ip earth as it is in heav-
en.” And Zechariah promises that “the Lord shall be
king over all the earth” (Zech. 14:9), and also that His
capitol city will be Jerusalem: “He shall choose Jerusalem
again” (Zech. 2:10, 12).

The Bible indicates that while Christ and the saints
are judging the nations, they will be on the earth, for
it says of the wicked, “they shall be ashes under the soles
of vour feet” (Mal. 4:1-3)—hardly a fitting symbaol if
Jesus and the saints were not on earth.

The judgment of God's servants, as pictured by
Jesus in parable, is a setting in which both faithful and
unfaithful are present, not the faithful in heaven and
the wicked on the earth. Matthew 25 reads: “When the
Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels
with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory:
and before him shall be gathered |out of] all nations: and
he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd

divideth his sheep from the goats: And he shall set the
sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left. Then
shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you”
(Matt. 25:31-34).

Jesus is also pictured in Revelation 14 as standing
on Mt Zion with 144,000 faithful ones. This state-
ment assumes that the Judgment has already been
completed, for these are described as “having fis
Father's name written in their foreheads,” and being
“without fault before the throne of God.” In other words,
they are faithful.

Psalm 37 makes several references to the righteous
remaining on the earth: “For evildoers shall be cut off:
but those that wait upon the Lord, they shall inherit the
earth”: “But the meek shall inherit the earth: and shall
delight themselves in the abundance of peace”; “The right-
eous shall inherit the land, and dwell therein forever.”
“Wait on the Lord, and keep his way, and he shall exalt
thee to inherit the land” (Psalm 37:9, 11, 29, 34).

Jesus Himself called Jerusalem the “city of the great
King”—would it be His city if He never touches the
ground? (Matt. 5:35).

It seems that you allude to a passage in 2 Thessalo-
nians when vou say that “the unsaved will be
destroyed by His coming brightness.” The apostle
Paul says in 2 Thessalonians 1, speaking of Christ’s
coming, that “the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from
heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire taking
vengeance on them that know not God,...who shall be
preerished with everlasting destruction from the presence of
the Lord and from the glory of his power” (2 Thess.
1:7-9). This passage is translated variously as, “They
shall suffer the punishment of eternal destruction and
exclusion from the presence of the Lord, and from the
glory of his might, when he comes on that day to be glori-
fied in his saints® (RSV). The New English words it,
“They will suffer the punishment of eternal ruin, cut off
fromn the presence of the Lord and the splendour of his
might, when on that great Day he comes to be glorified
among his own.” The thought does not seem to be
that the brightness of His coming will destroy them
but that the wicked will be punished by being eter-
nally excluded from His glory and the blessing that
will be given to the faithful. Jesus will at the Judg-
ment separate the faithful from the unfaithful, the
“wheat” from the “tares” (Matt. 13:29-30), and the
earth will become the Kingdom of Christ and His
saints, and all who live will enjoy the blessings of
peace, prosperity, health and happiness (lsa.
32:17-18). Jd

Opportunity Ls not some tﬁing cominyg tomorrow— °

it is here today.
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Hid-::len in one of Jesus' para-

bles is a lesson on the high price
of sin. The parable is that of the
Prodigal Son (Luke 15).

Memory
Past.

After the prodigal had been gone for some time,

and had wasted his inheritance in “riotous fiving,” he found

himself hungry. “How many hired servants of my father’s have bread enough and

to spare, and I perish with hunger!” he said. He compared a miserable present with a past he
had voluntarily left behind, and realized that the past was better.

The prodigal dreamed of living in a land without a fence. Ironically, he found himself fenced
in with swine and fenced out from all that was beautiful and good. His dream had become a
nightmare.

It has been said, "Every day is a thread woven into the history of life, and we choose the
color.” The prodigal chose black as his color, and the bitterness of each day served as a grim
reminder of his wrong choice. What he thought would be freedom became a new kind of

bondage.

The prodigal realized that he had gambled his future for the pleasures
of the present, and had lost. He had traded tomorrow’s security for
today's sin. Here was his plight: He was out of funds, out of
food, out of friends, and out of a future. The young man who
once had had something now found himself with less than
nothing. He had traced a mirage and found its source—
the pigpen of sin.

Under these conditions the voung man “came to him-
self.” Suddenly he realized the wrong course he had
taken, and longed to belong to his father's household
again, if only as a servant.

S0 he arose and went to his father, and confessed:
“Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, and
am no more worthy fo be called thy son: make me as one of
thy hired servants.” Suddenly he was humble and seeking
forgiveness.

To the son’s amazement, the father accepted his con-
fession and welcomed him with joy.

What a difference a right attitude makes! It changes
both the present and the future. This is all God asks,
that we repent and turn. 3




Obituary
Edith I. Heywood

On March 10, death claimed a life-
long member of our Rochester Congre-
gation, Edith llene Heywood. Sister
Edith had a long life as mortals count
time—she lacked just two weeks of
completing her 91st year, and during
almost all of it enjoyed the blessings of
good health. A nurse both by training
and by nature, she came to Rochester at
age 23 to take a job at the Iola Sanitari-
um, and soon became an active mem-
ber of the Megiddo Church.

Sister Edith was generous and kind-
ly, and took her religion seriously. An
ardent and enthusiastic missionary, she
always wanted to help others. She espe-
cially loved children and young people,
and took an active part in helping
them. She prepared many children’s
parts for the Church programs, and
wrote plays for visiting children to act.
She sent out children's Bible Study
lessons, replied to them, and tracked
their progress. In 1962 she was respon-
sible for the setup and launching of
Children’s Doings, a quarterly publica-
tion by children and for children. Not

willingly did she give up this work
which was closest to her heart, and
spoke of it frequently in later years.
She also spent many hours in corre-
spondence, encouraging and cheering
those at a distance.

For some thirty years she managed
the Church’s mailing department,
sending out thousands of Elijah book-
lets, sets of books, and cassette tapes.
Each and every request was treated
with strong personal interest. She kept
up the cassette mailing until her
ninetieth vear.

Sister Edith believed firmly in the
Bible hope of a resurrection of the
dead. Her favorite sermons were those
on the resurrection, and when her
activities became more limited she
spent many happy hours playing her
cassette tapes. She was also excellent at
memorizing Bible passages, and even
within the last year worked hard to
keep large portions in memaory.

She is survived by her elder sister,
Vivian Masbitt, of Upland, CA, now
age 94; also a number of nieces and
nephews, among them Mrs. Ruth
Johnson of Buffalo, New York. ]

Change in
Mailing Dates

Did you wonder why your
March issue was so late?

We have changed our Mes-
sage mailing schedule. You will
now receive a total of ten issues
per year, instead of eleven. The
January and February issues
rernain as before. The March and
April issues have been combined
into one New Year issue (a
March/April issue), to be mailed
in late March.

The rest of the mailing sched-
ule for the year will be: the May
issue, to be mailed in early May;
the June issue in early June; the
July issue in early July; the
August issue in early August (not
the July/August issue we have
had previously). September and
October will be combined into
one issue, to be mailed during
October; November and Decem-
ber will be as usual.

n the going seems easy, check to make sure aﬂ: '
e :Iy?e not gainjy downhill. s

AnSwERS TO QUESTIONS ON PAGE 13,

Sheep and Goats

1. The story of Abraham and Isaac
(Genesis 22:13)

The scapegoat (Leviticus 16:8)

Fsalm 23.

For water bags.

Yes.

The elder son, in Jesus' parable of
The Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32)

A lamb (Leviticus 23:18)

8. Right—Left (Matthew 25:33)

o b 1

o

The wall of Jericho (Joshua 6:20)

The feast of Belshazzar; the angel of
God (Daniel 5)

Paul (Acts 9:25)

Rahab (Joshua 2:15)

Mehemiah (Nehemiah 2)

Walls
1.
2

SOh e g L

Mebuchadnezzar (2 Chronicles 36:12)
The New Jerusalem (Revelation 21:12)

Who Was the Boy?

Moses (Exodus 2:5)

Jesus (Luke 2:41-47)
Samuel (1 Samuel 2:19)
David (1 Samuel 17:49)
Isaac (Genesis 22:7-10)
Josiah (2 Kings 22)
Ishmael (Genesis 21:14)
Joseph (Genesis 37; 18-28)

el e BBl S ol e

Who Was Called?

1. Judas (John 17:132)
2. Jesus (John 6:62)
3. Abraham (James 2:23)

4, Thomas (John 20:25)

5. John (John 19:26)

6. James and John (Mark 3:17)
7. Deter (John 1:42)

B. Elijah (1 Kings 17:1)

9. Saul (1 Samuel 9:1-2)

10, David (1 Samuel 16:23)

Benjamin (Genesis 35:18, 42:13)

Whose Son?

1. Solomon’s (1 Kings 11:43)
2. Enoch's (Genesis 4:18)

3. Lamech’s (Genesis 5:28-29)
4, Joseph's (Genesis 41:52)

5. Aaron's (Exodus 6:23)

6. Jacob's (Genesis 35:23)
Kish's (1 Samuel 9:1-2)
8. Noah's (Genesis 5:32)

e

Whose Daughter?

Job's (Job 42:14)

Saul's (1 Samuel 14:49)
Jethro's (Exodus 3:1)
Amram’s (Mumbers 26:50)
Omri's (2 Kings 8:26)
Laban's {Genesis 29:16)
Lois" {2 Timothy 1:5)
Bethuel's (Genesis 24:15)
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The Helpful Past

The famous painting “The Light of the World" pic-
tures Christ knocking at the door. It is reported that
when the artist had finished the painting, a friend criti-
cized: “You have made one big mistake. You have left
the latch off the door.”

“Oh!” replied the artist, “that is not a mistake. The
only latch is on the inside.” He meant to portray that
the only latch to a man's mind and willpower is on the
inside. The power to act and the conscience behind it
is strictly a personal power. “Every man is lord of the
house of his own heart; it is his portion; he must open
the gates of it.”

Here is human responsibility. Christ knocks; we may
answer or refuse to answer. Christ does no break in; He
must be invited. Even as on the Emmaus road, “He
made as if he would have gone further.” Jesus Christ will
never force Himself on any one: He must be an invited
guest.

No man does either right or wrong without his own
consent. Temptation may surround him, but it is not
sin until it gets inside. And it does not get inside unless
he permits it to get inside—unless he himself lifts the
latch.

“A good man out of the good treasure of the heart
bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil
treasure bringeth forth evil things® (Matt. 12:35). And
every man has the power to control the door to his
own heart,

Christ pleads; Christ offers. But only the man who
has learned to say “1 delight to do thy will, O my God:
yea, thy law is within my heart” has opened the door
and invited Him in. And having accepted the gracious
offer, this man has found an intimate friendship with
Christ which will linger throughout eternity.

It is later—and worse—than you think.

I f vou would win a man to your cause, first convince
him that you are convinced.

Our greatest glory is not in never falling but in ris-
ing every time we fall.

AH the problems in the world could be settled easily, if
we were only willing to work together.

HDW much have we laid up of character, self-
reliance, integrity, and every Christian virtue—the
riches far more precious than gold?




Dear God, as I begin this day
Let me turn my thoughts to You,
And ask Your help in guiding me
In everything I say and do.

vae me the patience that I need

To keep my peace of mind,

And with life’s cares, I hope, dear God,
Some happiness to find.

Gmﬂr me to live this one day well,
Not worrying what's ahead,

For I have trust that You will see

I get my “daily bread.”

Gr’ ve me courage to face life’s trials
And not from troubles run,

Let me keep this thought in mind:
“Your will,” not “mine,” be done.

And if some wish I do not get,
Though why I cannot see,

Help me believe and understand
You know what’s best for me.

I‘L’E [failed You many times, I know,
But when tonight I rest,

I hope that I can kneel and say,
“Dear God, I've done my best.”

—Selected




