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Do I HAVE To?
BLIME &

HA"J‘E vou ever heard a child say in a groaning tone, usually at
the request of a parent to clean a room or wash the dishes—"Mom,
do | have to?" Most parents look forward 1o the day when their chil-
dren will take responsibility with a mere pleasant attitude. But all
realize that that kind of attitude comes only with time and maturity.

How does God feel toward us when we say by our actions, “Lord,
do I lave to?” when He asks us to do something we would rather not
do, or give up something we would rather keep?

Try to imagine how you would feel if you had given someone i
pleasant home and everything they would need for the rest of their
lives—which they accepted—and then when you asked them to do
some very small service they responded, “Do | have to?”

Do we give God the Impression that we do not really want to do
what He asks. when He has offered us more than “eye has seen,”
more than “ear has heard,” more than our most extravagant imagina-
tions can imagine? By our slow, halting obedience do we tell Him
that we do not feel any strong obligation to Him?

Does He not long to speak sharply to those who should be mature
—who are still in the “Do I have to” stage?

The apostle Paul and other New Testament writers expressed their
relationship to God as slaves or bond slaves (which they rejoiced to
be). Over their attitude toward serving Christ was not the slightest
shadow of complaint, Thev thrilled to be Christ’s slaves. It was an
obligation and an opportunity. Paul demonstrated in his life that it
was not forced upon him but that he loved to serve. It was his glori-
ous privilege and continual joy to be able to live, work, serve, sacri-
fice, suffer, and even die for Christ’s sake.

Why can we not have this same attitude today about our lives?

Are vou a mature Christian like Paul, or are you still in the “Do [
have to" stage, looking at every sacrifice or denial as a weighty bur-
den? Do you see your responsibilities as obligations or opportunities?
Do you look at life on o day-to-day basis as a burden or a privilege?

Yes, how do you view the giving of your time, abilities, and ener-
gv? When you pray, when you assemble, when yvou study, is It an
abligation or an epportunity?

In other words, do you really love and long to serve God more
than anything else in the world—or do you say by vour actions, if
not by words, “Do | have wo?”

If we keep in mind the reward God has offered us, there will be no
“Do 1 have to” obedience in our life. It will all be willing, eager, and
loving. We will realize that serving God—whatever the nature of the
service—is the most wonderful thing we could do with our lives.

And it is pur only escape from the bondage of mortality, our only
passport into the eternal Kingdom of Christ with all its eternal
delights. &




F MIGIDDO MEANS ...

“a place of troops” (Gesenius’ Hebraw Lexicon);
"8 place: of God" (Young's Analyticsl
Concordance). Megiddo was and is a town in
Palestine, strategically located, and the scene of
frequent warfare, In the spiritual parallel, it is a
place where soldiers engaged in spiritual war-
fare gather to renew their strength and courage
{2 Cor. 10:4-5)

Wi BELIEVE ...

= in God, the Creator and sustainer of the
garth, the world, the universes, and all life, in
whom we “live, and move, and have our
being.”

— in tha Bible as our only source of true knowl-
edge about God and His purposes and plans
for His creation and for the salvation of
humankind,

—in Jesus Chnst, the Son of God and our
Perfect Example, who was conoeived of the
Holy Spirit and born of a virgin; who minis-
tered among His brethran, was crucified, ras-
urrected, and taken to heaven and seated at
the right hand of the Father, crowned with
immortal glory, and who shall shortly return
to be King of the whole earth

— in the Holy Spirit, the openly manifest power
of God, which God bestowed at various times
and in various ways to reveal His knowledge
to humankind, to support His spokesmen, to
confirm His utterances, and to demonstrate
His suprama power and authority.

—in life as the gift of God, and in our sacred
responsibility to use it for God and His com-
ing Kingdam.

—in humankind as providing the raw material
from which shall be selected and daveloped
& suparior, God-honoring people upon
whom God will bestow the blessings of
immartal life in His soon-coming Kingdom.

— in ourselves as capable, with the help of
God, of applying to our own lives the pre-
cepls and principles tawght in the Word of
God, in this way perfecting that high guality
of moral character which God has promised
to recompense with life eternal in His heay-
anly Kingdom on earth.

— in the promise of God, that Jesus Christ will
soon raturn ta rid the earth of all sin-and suf-
fering and inaugurate an etarnal and world-
wide kingdom of peace and rightegusness,
until God's will is done hera as it is now
done in heaven,

The Herald and the KING

OunR PLARET will sDon witness the greatest events
in its history, For centuries God has bean silent,
But that sifence will soon be broken by the
arrival of Elijah the prophet, wha comesto her-
ald the Second Advent of Jesus Christ. *Behold,
I will send yvou Elfjah the prophet before the
coming of the great and dreadful day of the
Lord:..Jdest | come and smite the earth with a
clrse” (Mal, 4:5-8),

Then shall follow the King of kings and Lord
of lords, to begin His momentous work of trans-
farming our world into the glorious and eternal
Kingdom of God.
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n a world trembling with fear and
=~ Instability, Christian confidence

A shines like a light in the dark. The

' writer of the book of Hebrews described it in
MMWWEMHHM#‘*MMM“




CERTAINTIES

ings. One day while his painter-
emplover was working high on a lad-
der, suddenly the ladder shifted to
the left.

Alarmed, the boy immediately
tried to right the ladder to its former
position, thinking this was his duty,
‘He recalls being relieved of his job so
quickly that he hardly knew what had
happened.

What is the lesson? That ladders
sometimes shift, and trying to right
them only makes matters worse. The
only good solution is prevention, to
lean your ladder on semething so
secure that it can nems&ﬂﬁ

The lesson both to natural
iatﬁm mfl Iaddm af I"&Ilh. ﬁtmteh

fy the report of the resurrection so as
to withhold any personal endorse-
ment. For example: “Jesus rose from
the dead on Easter morning, so his
followers confidently believed." Or,
“according to the claims made in the
Gospels,..." etc. But what a weak
treatment of an event which carries so
weighty a line of evidence!

Much flltniman literature refers to
Jesus' resurrection and the empty
tomb as phenomena that can be
approached only by faith, not

‘through history. This, however, is not
‘true, especially in the case of the
‘empty tomb. Nor is all evidence for
-marmmﬂﬁn_phmmmm

What transformed Peter, the man
who could be unhinged by questions
from a servant girl, into so bold a
spokesman for the faith that the
whole Sanhedrin could not silence
him?

Ff the disciples had deceitfully tred

to string a new faith in the world—

motivated by some hazy wish-fulfill-
ment—would they have gone on to

‘give their very lives for this fraud?
Clearly, they deemed themselves eye-

witnesses of the risen Christ, or they

would not have been willing to die

forit.
mm@:mmm@m

‘brother James and the great persecu-
mﬁuimaﬁemhenmrsandmp
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RESURREC TION CLRTATNTIES

Evidence: The Empty Tomb

There is another aspect of the evidence for the resurrection
of Christ often overlooked. It is the phenomenon of the
empty tomb. Both the Gospels and the early Church
affirmed, *He is not here” and then immediately added, "He
is risen,” with this additional thoust: “Come, see the place
where the Lord lay.”

LY

fereoeo the one in
whom I trust, and I am sure
that he is able to guard what |~
I have entrusted to him
until the day of his
return. —2 Timothy 1:12

There is extremely important historical evidence for the
empty tomb. It deals with the question: Where did the
Christian church come from? To this the answer must be:
Jerusalem. But this is the very last place it could have start-
ed if Jesus’ tomb had remained occupied, since anyone pro-
ducing a dead Jesus would have driven a wooden stake
through the heart of any faith that was based on a sup-
posed resurrection,

What happened in Jerusalem seven weeks after the first
Resurrection could have taken place only If Jesus' body
were somehow missing from Joseph's tomb, for otherwise
the Temple establishment, inits imbroglio with the Apos-
ties, would simply have aborted the movement by making
a brief trip over to the sepulcher of Joseph of Arimathea
and unvelling the contents. They did not do this, howev-
er, because they knew the tomb was empty. Their official
explanation for it—that the disciples had stolen the
body—was an open admission that the sepulcher was
indeed vacant,

The objection will arise: But the supposed failure of the
authorities to produce Jesus’ body rests only on New Tes-
tament sources. True, it rests on them, but nol on them
only. Thete Is also evidence from purely Jewish and Roman
sources and traditions, ranging from Josephus to the fifth-
century compilation. What is important about these refer-
ences, which also admit an empty tomb, is that they are
what historians term “positive evidence from a hostile
source,” which is the strongest kind of historical evidence.

Well into the second century A.D,, and long after
Matthew recorded its first instance, the Jerusalem authori-
ties continued to admit an empty tomb by ascribing it to
the disciples’ stealing the body. Justin Martyr, who came
from neighboring Samaria, reported about 150 A.D. that
Judean authorities even sent spedally commissioned men

[

across the Mediterranean to counter Christian clalms with
this explanation of the resurrection. And Justin Martyr
lived close to New Testament Judea in both space and time.
He was intimately enough acquainted with other details
of the life of Christ that he could report that Jesus was bomn
in Bethlehem, and that he personally had seen some plows
and yokes made by Joseph and
Jesus in their carpenter shop up in
Nazareth, which he thought of

excellent, durable quality,
Baes any early source, friendly or
hostile, claim that Jesus' tomb was
¥4 occupied after the time of the resurmec-

r* tion, that the sepulcher was not
3 w empty? Such a cliim would have
L 1 Y Pryi i
L %, beenan obvious slash through the
x “  Resurrection proclamations of
5 p
< 15 the early Church. Yet no
3

authority in any way close to

the event in space or time

makes this clalm. And no shred of

evidence has yet been discovered In literary sources or

archeology that would disprove this statement. Is not all

this tremendous evidence for the certainty of the resurrec-
tion of Christ?

Does this, then, prove the Resurrection? An empty 1omb
may not prove a resurrection, but a resurrection would
requine an empty tomb. Its occupancy, indeed, would have
etfectively disproved it.

What a contrast between the certainty of the Word of
God and the uncertainty of the promises of earthborns. At
the time of Jesus' crucifixion, when the body of Jesus was
being laid in the tomb, Pilate told the soldiers, “Ye fuave a
watch, go yvour way, make It as sure as ye can”™ (Matt, 27:65).
“Mike it as sure as y¢ can™—but how pitifully weak and fee-
ble Is such surety! How sure can anything be which has
only human power behind it—and the God of heaven
against H? What strength had Pilate’s soldiers against the
angels of God who came to resurrect Jesus? The record tells
us they were "as dead men”

And what audacity for us ever to think that we have any
power against God! If we are not willing to give up our
ways lor His and our thoughts for His, we shall find our-
selves fighting against God—and just as effectively as did
Pilate. Any power against God is no power at all.

The End of the Story

The one solid reality undergirding the Christian’s hope
of future life is the Resurrection of Christ, “Now is Christ
risen from the dead” (1 Cor. 15:20), wrote the apostle Paul,
There is nothing uncertain or indefinite about it. “Now is
Chirist risen,”

A gentleman stood looking one day into a store win-
dow. Standing next to him and also looking in was a little
boy. It was near Easter, and in keeping with the season the

=
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shopkeéper had arranged a setting of the aucifixion. After
a while, the boy turned to the man. “Them's Roman sol-
diers,” he explained. The man said nothing, but kept
studying the window. “And there’s Jesus,” the bay contin-
ued, Still no response, “They killed Him,"” By this time the
man, having satisfied his curiosity, started to walk away.
Then he heard a patter of young feet behind him and felt
a tug on his sleeve. It was the boy. *Mister,” he said, "1 for-
got to tell you the most important part. He's alive again!”

This most important part is indeed the focus of the
whole event—even more, of the whole life of Christ. Had it
not been for that Resurrection, death would have ended
all and Jesus would have been as other men. Bul for Jesus,
death was not the end. The road that led Jesus to the cross
did not dead-end there. It kept right on to a triumphant
reversal, to risen life, power, victory and immaortality. Jesus
is alive, and alive forevermore!

More Certainties — from the Apostle John

Ihere are other strong certainties for the Christian believ-
er. Let us look at a few expressed by the apostle John in his
First Epistle.

Mothing in the whole world is so outspoken as the word
of God. Philosophers have always taught people to think
for themselves, o reason, to theorize and draw logical con-
clusions. But how far beyond this is the certainty that
declares in no uncertain terms, “We know.” This positive
assertiveness occurs and recurs numerous times in Scrip-
ture, The apostle John notes three Important points of cer-
tainty as his own personal testimony. The first is his
opening description of Jesus Christ:

“Thuaat which was from the bextnning, which we live heard,
which we have seen with our eves, which we have looked wpon,
arnd our hands have handled, of the Word of Tife™ (1 John 1:1).
Here is John's subject. Could any more positive assertion
be made? His words accent the vivid reality of his own
experience. To this aged apostle, his days with Jesus were as
real as if they were but yesterday. Time and maturity have
only enriched the memory and added understanding to
the experience. Now he realizes that when they heard, saw,
looked upon and touched the living Christ, they were in
reality touching the living Word of Gad, so completely did
He exemplify that Word in His daily life

And again: “For the life was manifested, and we Intve seen it
and bear witness, ard show unto you that eternal life, which
wats with the Father, and was manifested unto us® (1 John 1:2).

*We know, " John said. What do we know? The *Word
of life,” “the Hfe," and “eternal life.” All were meaningful
termis to John because they reminded him of Christ. In
Christ the “Word of life,” the wisdom of God, became
alive and visible as it had never been before. The heaven-
Iy Father had given Him the wisdom that is the way to
life, and He spent His entire earthly life showing It to oth-
ers. What better assurance could one ask? This Is the same
Jesus who was shortly to say, “am he that Tiveth, and was

dead; and, behold, 1 am alive for evermore” (Rev, 1:18).

John felt the richness of his experience in having
known Christ, the perfect manifestation of the life God
desires. So devoted was Jesus to the Father, so absorbed in
doing His Father's will that He could say, *f am the way, the
truth, and the tife” (John 14:6). Here is further connection
between “life” and “eternal fife.” Jesus preached the good
news of eternal life; at the same time He showed men that
eternal life could be a reality for us—as we leamn to love
and live that same holy |ife.

John's strong personal testimony probably had two pur-
poses as he penned it: to express the deeper insights into

Grmr Crond, create sy sonil anew,
Comform my will to Thine.

Melt down my heart, and let it flow,
And take the mold Divine.,

S:’fz-,f sy wiide frame indo Thy Tavd;
Here all my pow'rs | bring:

Manage the wheels by Thy command,
And govern ev'ry spring.

0 may my foet no wmore depart,
Nor wamid'ring senses rove;

Nor let iy inbelieving hieart
Arraign the God above!

’I;;m mod the sun shall, more than |

His Maker's will perform;

Now travel swifter throwgh the sky,

Nowr buorn with zeal so warm,
—Selected

the meaning of Christ's life and example which time had
impressed upon his own mind; and at the same time to let
all know that Jesus was a real human being. Contrary to
the heresles of the thme, Jesus was real. John knew. He had
been both an evewitness and an ear-witness. He and others
had enjoyed intimate friendship with the Master. Jesus was
no incarnation of a deity; He was no phantomwalking
around in a human shell. He was real. #

So John for the third time in his introduction repeats
the certainty underlving his conviction: " That which we
Brave seen and heard declare we urto yvin, that ye alse may hawe
fellowship with us: and trdy our fellowship is with the Father,
ard with hiis Son Jesus Clrist” (1 John 1:3).
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.TION AINTIES

But this is not all John says about the certainty of his
hope. Three other vigorous certainties form the climax of
his letter.

The First Certainty
“We know that whosoever is borm of Godd sinmeth not; but e

: 4
Michael Farad\r a 19th century Pu

discoveries, was also known for his

n scientist
and inventor, responsible for many gniﬂc.ant

This is the Christian’s assurance. The Elder does not say
“we think” or “we hope we are of God” but “we know that we
are of God.”

But let us think carefully about who the “we” may be.
We do not automatically belong. This “we” is no self-

appointed class who make the law they keep. Only

the serlous, commitied, whole-

- hearted, believing Christian can
qualify, he who is continually

renewing his sincere faith. His

endeavors to follow Christ ane real,

serlous, genulne, What assures him

that he is of God? It is nothing less

P

rwodmt

"lﬂiﬂﬂs views. Near the close of hk . ﬁ g than the genuineness of his charac-
interviewer asked him about his specul the ter in the sight of God.
hereafter. Farady answered: “Speculations ,llh ' . In dreadful contrast John

none. | am resting on certainties.” And he gqu
2 Timothy 1:12, “I know whom | have believ

that s begotten of God keepeth Mmself, and that wicked one
toucheth lim not® (1 John 5:18).

John is not saying that it is impaossible for the child of
God to stumble or fall in his struggle to achleve this end; If
this had been true he would not have needed to give fre-
guent warnings all through his Epistle as he did. John is
describing the ultimate quality of the child of God: a state
of sinlessness.

This affirmation comes directly after his exhortation to
pray for brothers who sin. Eternal life is the Christian goal,
promised by God to overcomers. In his Gospel, John indi-
cates that this is an achievement, not a natural endow-
ment, Speaking of Christ he says, “As many as received Rin,
to themn goave he power fo become the sons of God” (John 1:12),
Eternal life is not promised to all indiscriminately.

God calls us His sons and daughters even now while we
are in the process of achieving this status. When we start in
the way to life, we are said to be “begotten”™ or “bom” Into
His family—not that we are saved or already immortal or
perfected, but we are what Peter called “newbarn babes,
ready to learm and grow in Christ (1 Pet. 2:1-2), Such an
earnest babe “keepeth himself™ so that the evi] canniot over.
power him. He utitizes all his mental and moral powers o
keep himself free from sin. This does not mean that he
never falls, but when he falls he gets up and goes on every
time,

Jehin's thought s the same a4 that of 1 John 3:9, which
the New International Version translates: No one born of
God “will continue to sin.” 1t Is a process of leamning and

growing.

The Second Certainty
’ﬂib"aposﬂededlms, “We know that we are of God, and the
"W whole world Tieth in wickedness” (1 John 5:19).

savs that “the whole worlid lieth

in wickedness.” It is in the

e grip and under the

dominion of that wicked

one, the eévil heart of man.

Moreover, the weorld lieth there; it is not represented as

struggling actively to be free, but quietly lying. The world

inchudes all who walk In darkness, all who are strangers to
the lving way.

If our own life is inspired by the world and its goals and
ambitions and lusts, we are part of that realm.

John wastes no words, neither does he blur the issue.
Evervone belongs either to God or to the world. He makes
no distinction between the civilized and uncivilized,
between the educated and the uneducated. Whether they
be the refined Ephesians or the wild Parthians, his judg-
ment is the same; if they have no interest in the plan of
God, they are of the world, There is no intermediate class,

Today we live in a world possessed by evil in high and
low places, evil so widespread and so powerful that only
God shall be able to deal with it. Were John among us
today, wouldn't he pronounce the same judgment in this
time as he did long ago, “The whale world lieth in wicked-
ness™ Wouldn't he urge us to realize the tremendous
contrast, and the great need to make certain that we are
of God?

The Third Certainty

Then comes a third certainty which the Christian holds —
the certainty of believing faith, knowing of a certainty that
Christ is, and that God Is true. John writes,

“And we know that the Son of God Is come, and hath given
us an understanding, that we may know lim that Is trie, and
we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesas Christ. This is
the true God, and eternal life” (1 John 5:20.

For centuries our race has tried to discover the Supreme
Being and the destiny of life. Because they are casily sat-
isfied with inferior substitutes, the majority are still in
darkness.

#_}a .
F |
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Mot so with those who know God. Christ camne teaching a
gospel of salvation. In His own life He manifested the holy
principles of God. As lesus said, “If ye had known me, ye should
Fave known my Father” (John 14:7). Christ showed the way to
Giod, wha s the source of life and the Giver of eternal life
through Jesus Christ (John 5:26,21; 1 John 2:25). That is the
glorious destiny that Christians are certain of if they abide
with the Father and the Son. Or as John phrases it, “This is the
true Grod, e eternal life.™

Some refigious people like to believe that John is in this
passage giving uneguivocal evidence of the deity of Christ.
By the words “This is the trie God, and etémal life,” they say
John is referring to Christ, thus stating that Christ is the “true
tod.” While *Christ” is mentioned immediately before, it
seems the most natural reference is to the subject not locally
nearest but dominant in the mind of His apostle. John has
been saving much about the true God in contrast to the many
fulse gods.

Paul's Confidence

The confident tone of “T know” is sounded again by the apos-
tle Paul in his letter 1o his son-in-the-faith Timothy. He
writes: “For [ keow whom T have belicved, aid am persuaded that
he is able to keep that which I have commritted unito him agatnst
that day” (2 Tim. 1:12). Never was affirmation more positive
or absolute, There was no chance for error. He had placed
himself on depaosit as security, persuaded that God was able to
keep that which he had “committed unto lim against that day,”
There was no question in Paul’s mind. It was certain.

What was Paul certain about? That he was not traveling
down a dead-end street, The cause to which he was giving his
life was not gaing to fail. He knew whom he had believed, he
knew whom he served, and he knew he would be rewarded
for all that he was daing.

Is it not our sacred privilege today to share this same con-
fidence? Yes, we know whom we serve. We know whercof we
speak. We know whom we have believed, and that if we do
on our part, that same future is secure for us! Is it not a glori-
ous confidence?

Can we, vou and 1, truly share in this I know"™? The
answer lies with us. Are we living -each day so that we can
claim this same positive assurance? Are we living so that we
know our daily life is building for us a record for etérnity?
Can we say “f know" and mean it? Can we say with Paul, ]
krow whom I have believed,” and with Job, “T know that my
Redeemer liveth"?

Oh, our great God, who orders the universe and has given
life to billions and quadrillions of shining angels, is able—
abundantly able. He can do “exceeding abundantly above all
that we ask or think*—and He will, if we do our part. Qur part.
That is the only uncertainty to be overcome,

Let us add to our confident hope our own positive deter-
mination and sav, “T know, God helping me, that T shall aver-
com, ™ and then work to make that determination a reality.

Wecan, ifwewill,. #

W!Iu‘n u ook Hiere rests g Book
Tor which 1 oft repair;

A wondrows Book which all forsook
In ages of despair,

lf it the Word by Apostles heard,
Amnd Prophets, lony ago;

As they were stirred, ¢'en Iy our Lord,
To write what we shonld Ko,

’T‘In' Bible is my daily quiz—
The words found written Here
Search deep within, to find each sin,
As no orre else wordd dare.

A friend indeed 1t is to feed
My lungry, loeging soul;

It fills coch necd with fruitful seed,
And teaches self-contred.

IF is a thorought furnisher
For ev'ry honest heart,

Arted gives a joy withent alloy
As we fronn sin e,

Itj{ur':f:s.s aright, throvgh day and night,
Ny matter what the hour;

Anel seneds a light that pilgrims might
Find safety in its tow'r.

Wf:'u I arir sowd it makes me ghd;
Its prrewanises ring troe;

“Tis there §find et fieman kKind
Can be mdde tver mew,

Ii.'. truths revealed—they are ot sealed—
Proclaim Christ's coming near:

They say, "Muake haste! no- time o waste,
T ev'ry word give ear,”

Oir, ntay I always heed its call,
And its commands obey;
For ther [ will God's law fulfill,
And live through endless day.
Liot L. Snvder
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CONTAINERS

8.
9.

. Where did the gold and silver vessels used at

Belshazear's feast come from?

What contalner was used to hold the oil with which
Samue] anolnted Davig?

What kind of vessel was carried by the man who led
the two disciples to the upper room?

In what kind of a container did the widow of
Zarephath keep her oil?

What did King Uzziah have tn his hand when he
offered incense at the altar in violation of the
law?

What name is used in Revelatjon for the vessels
from which the seven angels poured forth wrath?

What coniainers did Jesus mention in the parable
about pld and new wing?

Into what container did Gideon wring dew out of
the fleece?

Complete Tsalah's statement with the propes
container: “The nations are gs g drop of a “y

10. What container did Jesus use when He washed the

disciples” feet?

COMPARISONS
Fill in the blanks with the names of the Bible characters to
whom the following expressions are applied:

b I - S

w

10.
11.
12.

As patient as
As strong as
As wise ag
As Impetuous as
As brave as

As hard-hearied as
As skeptical as
As zealous as
As curious a5
As old as

As cruel as

As friendly as

ey =

| [TES

What heathen god fell down before the ark of the
covenant?

What idol was ground to powder, mixed with water,
and given fo the {sraclites to drink?

Who was the Jewish king whose wives turned his
heart toward other gods?

What man, in the times of the Judges, had “a fouse
of gouls,” made from silver he had taken from his
mother?

Who wrote, *Little chilidren, keep yourselves from
idofs "2

What was the name of the god of the Moabites?

What was the name of the fire that was worshiped
with htman sacrifices?

What goddess did the Epbesians worship?

Which king of Judah removed his mwsther from
being (ueen because she had made an idol in
the grove?

10. What city did Paul see wholly given to Idolatry?

Anrt THOU?

NP s

=

Whio asked, “Art thow he that should come? or Took
we for another?”

Who asked, “Art thou my very son Esau?”

Who asked, “Art thou the King of the lews?”

Who was asked, “Art thou a Roman””

Who was asked, “Whose daughter art thou?”

W wns asked, “W e ard tho?”

Who asked an angel, “Art thoy the man that spakest
unio the woman?®

Who asked Jesus, “Art thou the Christ, the Son of
the Bleysed?”

Who was asked, “Art thou only g strianger in
Jerusalem, and hast not known the things which
are come (o pass?”

10. Who asked, “Wha art thow, Lorg?”

How?
Who asked these questions?

1

2
3.

“How thew can 1 do this great wickedness, and sin
against God?”

*How can e fove God whom e hath not seens”
“How is it that ye sought me?”

“How shall I go up to my father, and the lad be not
with me?”

*How can o tan be born when he is old?”

“How can | [understand], except some man should
Leedde rne?”

“How long halt ye betweernt Iwo opinions?”

“How cam we know thye way?”™

“How forg wilt thou forget me, O Lord?"

{Answers o page 26)

10
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Dear Father, I know that

You are able to do more than [ can ask, more
than I can imagine, yes exceeding abundantly
more than I can ask or imagine.

I thank You, Father, for the friends ¥You have
blessed me with, Help me to be faithful to them,
and worthy of their trust. Help me to be an
example at all times, an example of Your power
to change my life.

Help us to challenge one another as we devel-

op strength to walk in the footsteps of Your

Son. May we sharpen each other as iron

' sharpens iron. Grant us honesty of heart, that

we may love and encourage one another. And
help us to be sensitive to the interests of each
other, laying down all selfishness, thinking of
athers before ourselves.

Help me to live my life as You want me to
Hive it, to ple_‘tse You and not myself.

And may the Word of Christ shine in my life,

and will Your angels watch over and protect
me from harm when | am serving You in
ﬂ;nﬂeﬂtv and in truth. And help me to

! "wlnh in knuwledge of &'nur

- <
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U'*I u!bm are f;m" "wa fiu e 1. m‘z n‘ir

i i y
..M mmatter how beautifud d day in sprimng

Your nrever know what it ey bring,
Ruls unfolding into beautifid flowers,
Or storms with fivhtning and drenching showers.

-

+ornado f5 the most
lized climactic

¢ ...that 1 he t
owerful loca
f_mrcg on Eﬂff
e tornado €dn strike

i ;
.N!raf.lffr'r how beautiful a day in spring
Your never know what (t mmay bring,

Fhe peaceful scent of spring’s sweel perfime,

h Yy the ta TR, » ~H d e
-,r“_-ﬂ-..:n-::mvwh s in the worl Or |'_|I:.: tornado feaving destruction and gloom.
oy 17 f : ; ,
dgpf or mgh i < YU pratter frow beautiful o .-.hi‘) it Sprring

ster COM: 8 You never know what it iay bring,

that the mighty twi _
Yo release kinetic energy 01:? the
ufz of one billion watts

But never forget to kneel and pray.
And thank vour God for every new day

*
shat the tornados PAREC
A fha fhundﬂﬁf“”*'*;'m 40000

imes maore po

he day seems so ordinary. A light and warm southerly hreeze (s
blowing. It feels really good so early in the morning, a Beautiful
spring day, perfect for travel. daying good-bye to friends we have
been visiting, my wife and T start our trip homeward. S00n the
clouds begin boiling up in the south.

About two hours into our trip, the wind becomes as still as
death. The clouds turn from bluish gray to an ominous dense gray
blue. Lightning flashes in the sky a short distance ahead. A huge
rain drop spatters on our windshield. We feel a strong wind from
the wiest

'hen the rain starts coming down in torrents, Our truck rocks
with the force of the wind. Then it begins to hail. “If only we can
make it to the bridge ahead,” | think! But as we get nearer, we see
there is no more space, it has all been taken. The hail is harder
now, and we must pull over and stop. No bridge, no ditch,
nowhere to turn for protection! Tuning into a local radio station,
mv wife and | can barely hear the weather report above the roar of
the rain, wind and hall: a tornadeo has just been spotted in our
areal The hail continues to pummel our light truck until the
around is white, as if it had snowed,

Then it all ends, as quickly as it began, with one last thud on
? aur pickup truck leaving a baseball-sized dent
'l"“"ﬁ We had narrowly escaped one of nature's fiercest storms—the
tornado

A day is coming that will seem just like that spring day when
the storm came by surprise. That coming
By GeEraLn K. PaynNe coming of a tornado th lightning, hail ping
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s the whole earth. *When the Son e Man
vRaits, 1w .'IIII |I'. II.I.ll'.l\.' |.|I TS tr \|I|_||I| A .|r|I| |r|' |l|;|||"|..
.|'..'_I hedfiare the Flowd, the I ||I5'.|| Where ennfionming
l"u.-|.|||.__' dlriil prrties Wiy iy FTenE
[ I'I"; Tirn N erter [ .Ill'llnllI i Wi
it peatliee winiel waey ey for B
cargtfl (fve Flood come and swept them
Uhat ts the way it will Iy

ot of M

R BT )
Matt, 24:3 o It N

EHITETS -

What is a tornadoe?
“Tomado” is derived from fronada, the Span-
ish word for thunderstorm. 1t s a vortex of
violent winds whirling around a concentrated
area of extremely low atmospheric pressure,
The most powerful localized climaetic force on
earth, it is the strongest of all surface winds.

I'he tornado is differentioted from other
whirling winds by its size, strength and loca-
tion. A twister becomes a tornado when its
whirling vortex touches ground. If on water, it is
called a water spout. A tormado is & rotating funnel-cloud
air miass larger than a whirlwind but usually having a diam-
eter of less than a mile,

Ask the residents of areas that frequently see tornadoes,
and vou will get an abundance of testimony about this
incredible, destructive, energy-generating machine. There
are even evewlitness reports of these whirling vortices being
laced with a continuous web of lightning and wreaking
with the stench of sulfur and ozone,

The judgments of God, which will soon come upon the
varth, have beon compared to a storm that brings hall
floodwaters, and déstruction In is wake, Hear the words
of God's prophets of old: “fudgmet also will [ lay to e e,
diel rlwlildpgsiess o i II'?'.I-l'l.l.'hh'.':'ll angd the freeild siell S
gy e refiiee of Bies, aond B waters shadl overflow the Triding
place. .. A @t shall come o pass, that i all the Iand; saith
e Loegd, s poieets. thyeredee XRad] I ot off e alte; Dot the thivd
shall be Teft thervin™ (Isa. 28:17; Zech. 13:8)

How is a tornado formed?
Moist, warm air collides with cold, dry air producing pow-
erful thunderstorms, heavy rains and often hail. Cooling
from the cooler air mass causes the moist air o condense
quickly, reteasing latent heat which warms the air, making
it buovant, The trapped warmed air finds an escape route
and then rises rapidly at speeds up to 150 mph, rotating
almost always counter-clockwise as it rises. Upper level
winds tilt the thunderstorm creating the anvil common to
this tvpe of storm cell, and interactions of the air masses
intensity the whirling updraft. As the spinning column of
air rotates faster and faster it extends higher into the storm
punching through an overlying stable layer and continu-
ing upward tntoa zone of cool, dry air. The meeting of the
warm moist air and the cool dry air causes the whirling
warm air mass to spin faster as it becomes smaller In diam-
eter. The action may be compared to a skatér spinning on
ice; when the skater pulls his arms Inward his spinning
speed is increased greatly, So with the up-rush of the warm

Py b :

maoist air. As the cool dry air

plunges downward, a powerful vortex motion forms a fun-
nel-shaped cloud. When the ¢loud touches the ground, it
becomes a tornado,

The first visible indication of tormado development is
usually a funnel-shaped cloud, which extends downward
from the heavy dark clouds that accompany a severe thun-
derstorm. The tornado becomes darker when debris is
forced into its intensifying vortex when it touches the
earth. Tornadoes often occur in groups, and several twisters
sometimes descend from the same cloud base. Some give
no visible warning until destruction strikes.

What will bring about the storm of God's judgments
when Christ returns? The
arrivied

The time is fised, “Becanse he hath appotited o day, e the
whtich he will fudye the world In rightetusness By that
witont he bttt ordafoed, " even Jesus Clirist (Acts 17:41) The
storm will be amply announced, bul few will heed the
warnings. As Paul, In Romans 2:5-6 (NLT) explains, "N,
v W't (Esten. So vend dre Storing up terrifele popisfinment for
votiesel! Decanese of vour stubbormness @0 refusing W9 tuen from
vour sit. For there is going o comie o day of fudement when
Crod, e fuast Jusedgn o all the werld, Wil fidue all preogle ecord
gt what they have done,”

God-decreed time will have

Spring, tornado season
Tomadoes may occur at any time during the year. In the
United States, more oceur during May than in any other
manth of the year; more than half occur in the manths of
April, May and June,

What time of day are tornadoes most likely to strike?
(ot o prage 24)
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THE FirsT THING

An old-fashioned story

rI(‘)M AWOKE especially carly. This Saturday was to be
a hig day. Ever since last Monday, when he had received
that letter from Mr. Gerard Lieberman, he had been look-
ing forward to it. The letter had requested Tom's pres-
ence at Mr. Lieberman’s office Saturday morning at ten
o'clock.

Tom carefully polished his shoes. He even pressed his
best tie, the one his mother had given him for his birth-
day. Everything had to be just right when he went for his
appointment with Mr. Lieberman this morning. After all,
nol every high school freshman in Wellington had
received a letter from the owner of the city’s largest gro-
cery chain, Surely it could mean only one thing: that Mr,
Lieberman was going to offer him a job. At least, this was
what Tom had his heart set on. Tom wanted desperately to
help his parents and his four younger brothers.

It was only elght-thirty, much too eirly to get dressed
and start on his way downtown. Tom stood looking out
the dining mom window, his hands in his pockets,
whistling a happy tune. This was to be the day!

Suddenly the song on his lips died and he turned from
the window. He had caught a glimpse of the little old lady
next door who they all affectionately called Aunt Sue. She
was hobbling about her yard with the help of her cane,
picking up some lpose papers that the wind had blown in.
For the past five vears Tom had always done that for her
every Saturday moming. And he had always done it before
eight-thirty.

“She must think I'm sick, or neglectiul, or extra busy
today,” Tom thought to himself. He felt very guilty as he
stepped to the comer of the window and took one more
quick look.

"Well," he sald, shrugging his shoulders as If to con-
vince himself that it really didn"t matter, “1 won't be able
to do such jobs anymore, I'm going to have too many
more Important things to do on Siturday momings from
now on.”

But such thoughts didn’t make Tom feel good inside.
All the papers of the neighborhood seemed to blow down
the street and get caught in Aunt Sue’s edge. She had
always cleaned it herself, until one wintry day about five
years ago when she had fallen on the slippery sidewalk.
Since then Tom had done this job for her, And he hacl
never missed a single Saturday, until this one.

Tom was still feeling uneasy as he got off the bus and
walked down the street toward Mr, Lieberman's large office

building. When he turned the corner he stopped short,
unable to believe his eyes. There was Mr. Gerard Lieber-
man himself, president of the largest grocery chain for
miles around, all dressed in his smart business suit, carry-
ing a small paper bag and picking up candy and gum
wiappers along the sidewalk,

Tom decided quickly to turn and walk around the block
s0 that Mr. Lieberman would not know Tom had seen him.
But before he could turn, Mr. Lieberman caught his eye
and waved at him.

“Good moming, Soany,” he said cheerfully. “The cus-
todian who usually sweeps the sidewalks is sick this mom-
ing. S0, I thought I'd pick up these scraps of paper. Don't
like to have litter cluttering our sidewalks. Go right up to
my office, and 1'll be with you in a minute.”

Tom was so surprised that Mr. Lieberman spoke with
himm, that for a moment he couldn’t think what to say, Sud-
denly the picture of aunt Sue came before Tom's eves. He
felt so ashamed that he wanted to run home and help her.
Quickly he stepped up to Mr. Lieberman . “I’ll be very glad
to finish this job for you, Sir. You must have more lmpor-
tant things to do. As soon as I'm done, I'll come up to your
office—if that's all right with you," he added quickly,
slightly fearful of Mr. Lieberman’s reaction.

“Very well,” sald Mr. Licberman as he handed Tom the
bag with a bright smile. “1'll be waiting for you,” he added
as he disappeared through the revolving doors.

When Tom arrived at Mr. Lieberman's office, he was
surprised to find five other boys sitting there, all walting 1o
see Mr. Licberman. They were boys from his high school,
How many jobs were available? What if there was only
one? Did he stand a chance? Tom's knees trembled as he
took a chair and sat down.

Just then the door opened, and Mr. Lieberman stepped
into the outer office. He smiled as he greeted them. “Young
men,” he explained, “since | am looking for the 'just right’
young man for the special position [ have in mind, | went
to your high school last week and spent some time with
your principal. He recommended each one of vou, and
since you are all fine appearing students and have good
records, 1 did not know how to make a cholce, so | asked
each of you to come here today.

“But since Tean use just one boy, dnd not knowing any
better method, 1 decided to let you do the choosing, When
you arrived this moming, you all saw me with the paper
bag in my hand, picking up scraps of paper. You were all

14
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willing to come up and wait for me
here, while 1 continued to work—all
of vou except one.” Tom could feel
his face getting redder and redder, His
chin drepped, but inside his heart
leaped in excitement.

Mr. Lieberman continued, unin-
terrupted. *As [ said, T have only one
job opening right now, but 1 hope
that all of you will feam from this.
Mo task is too small for a big person
to do. Only people who stay small in
their thinking find small tasks
beneath them.”

Then speaking directly to Tom, he
said, "We have much to talk about,
Tom. Step into my office, and we'll
get busy right away.” And to the
other five he said, “There may be
other opportunities for you in the
weeks to come, In the meantime,
keep vour eves open. Look around,
and get yourselves ready for a big job
by doing litte jobs willingly and
well."

Tom could hardly wait to get
home, so he could tell the news to his
mother and father. But there was
another and more important reason
why he was so anxious for the bus to
arrive at his street corner. As soomn-as
the bus stopped, Tom bounded off,
ran down the street as fast as he
could, passed his own house, and
knocked at aunt Sue's door. He want-
ed to tell her how sorry he was that
he had felt too big that morning to
remove the trash from her vard, but
to assure her that she could count en
him from now on.

“The first thing, the very first thing
every Saturday morning,” Tom
thought to himself as he watted for
the little old lady to answer the door.
“The first thing.” #

O Happy ZION

(Psalm 54)

H o devvely are Thy dwellings fair! O Lard of hosts, how dear
The pleasant tabernacles are where Thou dost dwell so near!
My soul doth Tong and almost die
Thy courts, O Lord, to sec;
My heart and flesh alond do oy,
O Tiving God, for Thee.

7_.;;-{-;'{- even the sparrow freed from harm fast found o louse of rest,
The swallow there, to lay her young, hath built her broading nest,
Even by Thy altars, Lord of hosts,
They [ind their safe abode,
Aned home they Iy from rownd the coasts
Toward Thee, my King, my God.

H:r.rp_r. wihie int Thy honse reside wihere Thee tHhey ever praise,
Huppy, whose strength in Thee doth bide, and in their
fiearts Thy ways.,
They prass throwgh Baca's thirsty vale,
That dry and barren growd
As through a fruitful watery dale
Where spring and showers abound,

,}_J'h'}' fonirney on froen stresgth to strength with joy and
gladsorme cheer
Titl all before our God at fergth fn Zice do apypear,
Lord Crod of hosts, hear now my prayer
0 Jacob's God give ear,
Thou God our skicld, look on the face
Of Thy anointed decr.

E}r one iy dne Thy courts to e is better qd more blest
Thar in the house of vanity a thousard days at best.
Iin the temple of ny God
Hetd rather keep a doar,
Than dwell inm tents af rich abode
With sim amid Ifr{*f,f Ralore.

F:r Grod the Lord both sun and shield gives grace and glory bright,
No good from thenr shall be withheld whaose ways are just
amd right.
Lord God of hosts thet reignest on high,
That man is trudy blest,
Wha only on Thee doth rely,
And tnn Thee only rests.
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y Fine Pearls
‘\'"\' hen you admire a row of glistening pearls, do you eéver
think of the story behind those pearls?

A tiny grain of sand finds ils way inside the shell of an
ovster. Because the sand is an irritation to the ovster, and it
cannot remove it, the oyster covers this irmitant with layer
upon laver of mother pearl—transforming it intoa beautiful
pearl.

Just so life's trials and irritations can be transformed into
“fire pearls” (Matl. 13:45). In His wise purpose cach aspir-
ing child of God has a part to play, We musl cooperate by
learming His way of "looking for fine pearis.” This means seeing
in all our difficulties a great opportunity. And so we leam to
transform the hurts of life into something beautiful, Those
who look at the beauty of such a radiant, triumphant life
may not realize what lies behind the beauty; but by such an
attitude, we shall be filling a part in God's great purpose
*And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when
| make up my jewels” (Mal. 3:17) — Selected

“Exo what is right and good in the Lovd's sight, so
hat it gy o well with pop® (Deut, 6:18 NIV)

Right Is Right

Uncompromising right is the only route God
approves, Every step of real progress has been from right
to right; and every retrogression has been from wrong Lo
wrong. Wrong is the problem, right is the solution

Switching their appearances changes nothing. Recloth-
ing wrong only primps it in new apparel. Sweeping It
under the rug only hides it in deception

Right does not tolerate wrong, dress it as vou please or
cover it as vou will, Right centers on seomething worthier
than semblance—pring |F1E+; not presentation

God rewards right, but will ultimately defeat all

Foirls make a mock af sin, will ot believ
It carrvies stch a dayger in its sleeve,




= (2

4 From a Child: A Candid Observation

Dnlmj.-‘ra father brought his boss home for dinner one
evening, Besides being rather gruff and self-centered, nearly
everything he said was a pat on the back for himself,

The boss hadn't paid much attention to young Danny, bul
the child was Intently watching him. Finally, the visitor
Became so conscious of the absorbing look of the youngster
that he turned to him and said: “Say, Sonny, why do you
keep looking at me?”

Danny said brightly: “My Daddy savs vou're a self-made
mian.”

After beaming at the boy's father, the honored guest then
turned to the child and proudly admitted that he was,

His answer didn't completely satisfy Danny, who added
with utmost candor, “But why did you make yourself like
that?"

Grod allows us the freedom to help or hurt ourselves, If we
use the portion of our thought and energy on ourselves that
He intended for others, we not only damage ourselves but we
deprive others of the support and encouragement that God
requires us to give — Sefected

The Price We Must Pay
11 takes about 4 ton of ore to produce a small ball of gold
weighing only a fraction of an ounce (an ounce today is
worth about $279.00).

Extracting gold from the earth is a slow, hard, compli-
cated process. It has to be blasted out of solid rock, taken
with great difficulty from the depths of a mine, crushed,
washed, blended with mercury, heated in a furnace and
spaked with cyanide, betore it can finally be sold at the

United States Mint in the form of gold bricks.
Work Loyally Developing the beautiful character that God values is
]’m where vou stand in the conflict like extracting gold from the earth. Tt takes vision, diligence,
Ihere is vour place! patience, along with the fire of trial
Just where vou think voi are wseless [0 fulfill the purpose of our existence means constantly
Hide not your fiic .; exercising the will to be creative, to be selfless, to be wise, to
Crowd placed v there for a purpose, be good. But who can put a value on having a place in the
Whaate'er it be kingdom of God? Its price is “above rubies.” It is the pure
Fhink He hias chosen you fora purpose, gold of the Spirit. — Selected
Waork lovalh-. .
Cedrd an your armor! Be faithful, 1

At toif or rest,

Whiche'vr it be, never donbsting,
Crend's Wiy is Dest,

Out in the night, or on picket,
Stand firm and frue;

Fhis is the work whichi vonr Master
Crives vour 1o do.

— helected
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The Midianites, Amalekites and other gastern peo
ples joined forces and camped in the Valley of
Jezree| near the hill of Moreh, Gideon and his men
camped at the spring of Harod,

With only 300 fighting men, Gideon routed the Mid-
ianite thousands, chasing them across the Jordan
River into the desert beyond Penmiel [Penuel). There in
g surprise attack, the two Midianite kings were cap-
tured and slain
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For God and for Gideon

fudges 7 & 8

A Times of Testing

5 Gideon's volunteers gathered for combat, they surveyed the
cloud of human locusts spread across the plain of Esdraelon, one
hundred thirty-five thousand of them. Suddenly stout hearts began
to quake. What were the Israelites against such a throng? Could
they do it, a mere thirty-two thousand against four times their
number?

But at the same time that they were thinking of themselves as
too few, God told Gideon that he had “too mamy men,”

From a human point of view, the thirty-two thousand who had
raliied around Gideon were the bravest in lsrael. Their hearts had
been stirred by what the Lord was going to do. They wanted to do
their part in ridding the land of the Midianite oppressors,

But the army before them was intimidating. As thev looked at
the vast host, many of them began to have second thoughts. Did
they really want to expose themselves to this danger?!

Goud does not want those who are learful, whose faith fuctuates
according to the demands placed upon it, To God, great numbers
are no guarantes of great success, God wants those with great faith,
And this was to be God's campaign,

S0 God gave Gideon directions: "Gideon,

You have oo many

pett. Tell e people, "Whoever s Hedd or afraid may leave and go
hone™ (Judges 7:2-3). Can't we hear Gideon's response, “What,
Lord...top many men?,.. against so vast a host?”

But God had a reason. If He gave Gideon victory when he had so
many men, the men would vaunt themselves against God and say,
“My awn hand has saved me” They would take the credit for victo-
rv to themselves—espectally when odds were so against them—
rather than giving it to God.

Gideon obeyed God and told anyone who was fearful to go
home—hoping against hope that at most no more than a few hun-
dred would leave, Can't we imagine how his heart sank as he saw
his volunteers melting away? Yes, they were gone, scores and scores
of them, twenty-two thousand in all. Cold campfires and trampled
grass were the only evidence of their brief stay by the spring.
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Only ten thousand remained to face the enemy's one
hundred thirty-five thousand.

Another Test
Gideon had decreased his army in a ratio from three to
one, and now God saw that the odds against kim were still
not Targe enough. The men would still go home claiming
that they had done it, probably all the more proud because
of the greater odds against them.

S0 God dictated another test. Gideon was to bring his
len thousand men toa nearby stream and observe them,
[hose wha drank by bringing water up to their mouths
with their hand were to be retained; those who knelt on
their knees to drink the water were to be sent home,

Why such-a test? Those who passed this test showed an
intense spirit, ready and eager to meet the enemy. They
couldn't be caught off guard because they would never i
off guard. Even when taking a drink they kept their eve on
the enemy, just in case they shiould need to defend them-
selves. These men were chosen for select service,

Gideon did 45 ordered, and only three hundred of his
precious ten thousand passed the test. This meant a differ-
ential of more than four hundred to one. This is
the ratio that God

accepted Now the men would have to admit
that God was the One who won the victory,

Encouragement for the Battle

By this time, can’t we lmagine that Gideon's faith once
again needed reinforcement? However tremendous his
faith, he also had fears, Talk about having the odds against
him! 1t was & very real struggle of faith against doubt. In
spite of all he had seen, in spite of all the assurances,
Gideon still needed encouragement,

God was ready to give 1. The next event in the story is
a significant illustration of how God helps when His chil-
dren are in need. Actually, God gave two forms of encour-
agement to Gideon at this point, one by a direct statement
and ancther through a planned incident.

First, God simply told Gideon that “with these three
fuindred men | will rescue vou and give you victory over the
Midianites" (Judges 7:7 NLT). Isn't that enough? Wouldn't

An epemy soldier dreamed of & loaf of barley bread tum
bling into camp, Barley grain was only half the value of
whaat, and the bread made from it was considerad Inferi-
or. In the-same way, |sraal’s tiny band of man was consid-
ered Inferior 1o the vast forces of Midian and Amalek. But
God would make the underdog lsraslites invincible.

we like a promise direct from God that told us we had
nothing to worry about, that everything was under con-
tral?

But God did not merely state it in words. He also
arranged an incldent to give support to those words. He
told Gideon to go down to the camp of the Midianites,
sneak past the sentries, and there he would hear some-
thing that would give him courage, If he was afraid to
go dlone, he should take his servant Phurah with him.

Gideon went, and heard a man talking about a
dream he had had, in which a cake of barley bread

tumbled into the camp, The cake had struck a Midi-

anite tenl and made it fall. Gideon's heart jumped,

I'hen he heard the man saying that this cake of barley
bread signified the coming of Gideon—what maore did
Gideon need!

At this point, Gideon gave thanks to God and returmed
to his small band, ready to move forward.

Did God really need to do this for Gideon? Couldn't He
have told him that he had enough evidence? After all, the
angel had burned up the food—a dramatic demonstration
of power. And what about the fleece test? Shouldn't these
have been enough?

fut God did not Bame Gideon for asking for evidence
yet again. And He does not blame us. He knows our need
and meets it,

Three Tests for Gideon's Army:
1) 32,000 Volunteers
22000 Fearful, returned home
27 10,000 Couragecus: stood secomd test
=9, 700 Drank by putting face to water
3 300 Hand picked army: stood third test
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The Battle
With courage renewed, Gideon prepared to attack
Every detail of the move was at the command of God.
Truly, this was God's battle, not Gideon's.

And all that He needed were three hundred
men who were willing to follow orders and maintain
their composure,

What were their weapons? Only lamps, pitchers and
trumpets. The lamps were to be hidden inside the pitch-
ers, which being made of pottery, could be easily bro-
ken, They were to move in three groups (100 each) at
the midnight hour, just after the setting of the middle
watch, following their leader Gideon,

When all was ready, Gideon gave the appointed sign
and all three hundred blew their trumpets, broke their

pitchers, and shouted: “The sword of the Lord, and of
Gideon!” {Judges 7:18). The Midianites, suddenly awak-
ened from sleep, hearing the noise and seeing the lights,
believed that an immense force was moving down on
them. In complete panic and disarray, they began to flee
in the direction of the Jordan. Their one thought was
to move homeward (Judges 7:22). 1t is likely that even
their herds of camels stampeded because of the noise
and confusion.

Victory by the Few

God does not depend on numbers to win His battles.
Outnumbered four hundred to one, the Israelites could
not possibly have won, even with the advantage of a
surprise attack or a clever strategy. But they did win,
because God was on their side,

What does this tell us? That the most important fac-
tor is being on God's side. With God fighting tor them,
three hundred dedicated men could do what thirty-two
thousand could not.

Those who took part in this campaign were alse sin-
sular. They first had to be willing, even though the odds
were greal. Second, they needed great courage to move
with confidence and efficiency. And third, they had to
be exact in their obedience. Timing was of primary
importance. These are the same qualities God looks for
in soldiers in any day.

The battle won and the enemy in flight, and Gideon
preparing to press further, he was suddenly and rudely
hindered by an outhreak of jealousy. The Ephraimites,
whom he had not invited into the battle, now felt
slighted and came to Gideon with a serious complaint

Judges B:1).

Gideon might have reacted with emotion, because
the Ephraimites were wrong. But it is to his credit that
he did not. Instead, he sought a way to assuage their
feelings and settle the controversy peaceably. Using
a bit of strategy, he complimented them on what
they had done earlier, in killing two Midianite cap-
tains, Oreb and Zeeb, The technique worked, their

feelings were quieted, they ceased to press their

charge, and Gideon was able to move on with the
more important task of pursuing the enemy.

This was the first outbreak of Ephraimite jealousy,
but it was not the last. They were a proud people. Joshua
had been of their tribe, the tabernacle was located in
their city Shiloh, and their progenitor Ephraim had
been an honored son of the distinguished Joseph (Gen.
48:8-20). They had come to believe strongly in them-
selves and their importance, and felt that they should be
involved in all important matters. The problem would
surface again during the time of Jephthah (Judges
12:1-6).

What is God's view of jealousy? It brings only harm.

It is “crued as the grave” (Song of Solomon 8:6),
Gideon is to be commended for his wise handling of

20
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the matter. He might have replied with emotional heat,
telling them they had no reason to be hurt, that they
were hindering the cause by their criticism. The result
would only have been an extended delay, and the
Ephraimites were in no mood to be put off.

Can't we benefit from the lesson, to keep our emo-
tions under control, to put evervthing in God's hands?
As Gideon saw it, God's work of pursuing the Midianites
wis more important than giving vent to his feelings. In
this Gideon set an example for all time.

Faint, Yet Pursuing
Not only did Gideon defeat the foreigners, but he also
chased them a distance of approximately one hundred fifty
miles, all of it difficult traveling. We are

not told that

God commanded this effort, but

Gideon apparently saw It as necessary to rid Iscael from

the threat of the Midianites. As it turned out, he had to
chase them all the way into their home territory.

He did so with only his faithful three hundred (Judges
H:4). But it was not gasy. Needing provisions for his meh,
Gideon stopped at two cities, Succoth and Penuel. The
leaders of both cities turned him down, on the pretext that
since he had not captured the two kings of the Midianites,
they were not about to endanger themselves by giving food
to his troops, Gideon warmed the leaders of the two cities
that he would bring reprisal action on them after he hacd
captured the two enemy kings (Judges 8:7-9),

We are not told how Gideon obtained the foed he
needed, but other cities must have provided it Inany case,

he continued through nomadic territory to the aregd where
the enemy “dwelt in tents,” attacked them and won a deci-
sive victory, taking both kings, Zebah and Zalmunna, cap-
tive {(Judges 5:12). Returning by way of Succoth and
Penuel, he punished the citizens just as he had warned
{Judges 8:16-17). Following this, he killed the two Midi-
anite kings and returned home, fully victorious in the task
God had assigned him.

Lessons for Us
God's work often calls for persistence. Gideon persisted in
chasing the Midianites until he had captured and killed
the two kings, This was not easy bul it was a necessary parl
of the victory, because had they been allowed to remain
they could have again renewed their oppression of Israel.
Gideon's principle source of discouragement came not
from the enemy but from those who were supposedly
friends, His main opposition came ftist from the
Ephraimites, who had come to complain that they had not
been invited to help. Then, the two Israelite cities, Succoth
and Menuel, had refused him food. At such a show of non-
copperation, Gideon could easily have quit and gone
home. After all, hadn’t he done enough? If his fellow
[sraelites were no more interested than this in getting rid
of the enemy, why should he put himself out? But
Gideon was serving God, and he would not quit. He had
been called by God to do this important work, and he
intended to finish it
God honers this kind of persistence and faithfulness
Were the people of Succoth and Penuel right in not
helping Gideon? No. The cause was God's and Gideon
was God's servant. [t was only their proper duty 1o sup-
port him. But they would not. They should have feélta
common cause with Gideon. They should have been
willing to do their part, They should have been delight-
ed that one like Gideon was willing to take the lead in
battling the foe at God's command, and have helped
in the pursuit. They should have been ready to help
Gideon nat anly with food supplies but with volun-
teer help o meet his other needs, But they did not.
Instead, they were afraid of the enemy that was being
pursued. All they could see was a possible reprisal upon
them if Gideon was not successful. They had maore faith in
the power of the enemy to recover than in the power of
God and Gideon. They were not willing to trust that the
God who had already miraculously delivered them from a
host of one hundred thitty-fve thousand would be able
to complete the victory He had begun. Their action
demonstrated disbelief, dislovalty, and outright cowardice,
They put their own safety and comfort ahead of God's
wark.
Is it not a lesson for all time? As matters worked out,
the course they chose was not even the best for thelr per-
sonal safety. In refusing to help the hand of Gideon, they

were hurt by him. # i To be covttinued mext issug)
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QuEsTIONS &:1

How Many Apostles?

“Why do you say there were just twelve apostles?
It seems to me that there were at least fifteen (yee
Acts 1:25, 14:14; Gal. 1:19)."

The word apostle is translated from the Greek apostolos,
and is defined in the Enhanced Strong’s Lexicon as “a del-
egate, messenger, one sent forth with onders.” The term is
used 81 times in the New Testament, 78 of which are trans-
lated "apostle.”

Why do we say that there were only twelve apostles?

In Matthew 10 we have the record of Jesus choosing His
apostles. It reads: “Now the nante of the twelve apostles are
these..." (Matt. 10:2), Luke's parallel aceount of this passage
reads, "And when it was day, he called unto lim his disciples:
and af themn he chose twelve, whom also he named apostles”
(Luke 6:13). Frequently throughout the Gospels they are
called “the apostles” (Mark 6:30; Euke 2:10; Luke 11:49;
17:5; 24:10) or simply “the twelve” (Matt. 26:14, 20, 47;
Mark 4:10; 6:7; 9:35; 10:32: 11:11; Luke 8:1; 9:12; 18:31).
After Judas defectid, they were called “the eleven” (Matt.
28:16; Mark 16:14; Luke 24:9, 33). These twelve apostles
(or later the eleven) were especially chosen by Jesus, and
sent out to be His messengers, His witnesses; bearing His
message,

It is also clear that Judas by transgression forfeited his
privileged position, as was prophesied (Ps. 109:8), “His bish-
oprick et another take® (Acts 1:20).

After Jesus’ ascension, the apostles, feeling the need for
a twelfth member, took upon themsélves to choose one.
In doing so, they sought the guidance of God through
prayer, then cast lots to make the cheoice,

We are not told directly whether this actlon, initiated by
Peter, was tight or wrong, but we do know that Jesus Him-
self appointed Paul to be an apostle. In Acts 22:14-15 we
have Paul's own account of his conversion and call to the
apostleship, along with his qualifications,

After Paul's dramatic meeting with Jesus, when he was
blinded, Ananias was instructed in a divinely inspired
vision to open Paul’s eyes and to reveal what his work was
to be in these words: “Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel
weto e, to brar my name before the Gentifes, and kings,: and
the children of Israel” (Acts 9:3-6, 15).

Numierous times in his Epistles he affirms his appoint-
ment as an apastle, Nine of his Epistles open with this salu-
tation: “Paul an apostle of Jesis Christ.....”

Jesus' command to His disciples just before His ascen-
sion, as recorded in Luke 24:49 and Acts 1:4, was, "And,
Behold, | send the provrise of my Father upon yeu: bt tarry v

i the city of Jerusalem, il pe be erdued with power front on
high.” They were told to tarry, and to “wall for the promise
of the Father, ™ the Holy Spirit, which they should receive
“not many days hence® (Acts 1:5). It seems that Peter, in view
of the definite command to “wait,” or "tarry,” overstepped
his authority and went ahead with official business which
he was not commissioned to have undertaken in the
absence of the Holy Spirit. This may be supported by the
fact that we do not hear any more of Matthias after this
time. Matthias may have been a faithful brother and fol-
lower of Christ, even if he was not properly appointed to
the special office of an apostle.

What Is there in the New Testament to suggest that
Jesus had only twelve apostles? One evidence s that the
Huoly City, symbolic of Christ’s faithful bride or church,
had a wall which had “twelve foundations, ad in them the
mames of the twelve apostles of the Lamb®™ (Rev. 21:14).
Twelve, and only twelve.

Other Aposties?

If there were only twelve apostles, why is Barnabas
called an apostle (Acts 14:14)7 Or why Is “James the Lond’s
brother” called an apostle (Gal. 1:19)?

The definition of apastolos in the Greek suggests that the
term was used “specifically of the twelve apostles of Christ,”
but also “in a broader sense applied to other eminent Chiis-
tian teachers” (Embuenced Stromg’s Lexicom). Both Bamabas
andd Jumes qualified as eminent Christian teachers, though
they were not of the original chosen twelve. In this broad-
er sense, any disciple could be an apostle, though techni-
cally the definition is still imited, as Paul sakd, to those who
had seen “fesus Christ onr Lord® {1 Cor, 9:17,

4+ In the Spirit of Elijah?

“When God’s prophet said, ‘Behold 1 will send you
Elijah the prophet,’ isn’t it possible to think God
could mean that someone would come ‘in the spir-
it of Elijah’ just as John the Baptist did?”

The Jews were expecting Elijah to return personally as
forerunnér of Christ’s coming, When they were aware of
the works John the Baptist was doing they sent priests and
Levites to Investigate. “And this is the record of John, when the
Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, Who
art thou? Amd he contfessed, and denied not; but confessed, 1am
not the Christ. And they asked Tim, What then? Art thou Elfas?
And he saith, I am not. At thon that prophet? And he
arswered, No® (John 1:19-21).

22
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John's words were plain: he said he was neither Christ
nor Elias (Elijah).

“Then said they unto him, Who art thou? that we may give
i wresweer to thvenn that sent us. What sayest thon of thyself? He
said, I am the woice of one crying in the wildemess, Make
straight the way of the Lard, as said the prophet Esalas [Old
Testament Isalah}” (John 1:22-23).

What does the Rible say about Elijah’s return? “Behold,
1 will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great
and dreqdful day of the Lord™ (Mal 4:5).

Notice that Malachi does not quote the Lord as saying
He will send some man or group of men in the spirit of Eli-
lah, or someone to do the work of Elijah, as many have
claimed. He says definitely, “f will seoud you Elifahr the
prophet.”

Notice also that Malachi places this coming “before the
coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord.” This great
and dreadful day of the Lord did not take place at Christ’s
first coming. The whole 4th chapter of Malachi is placed in
the context of the time when Christ returns to earth and
calls on all nations to submit, when *all the proud, yea, and
all that do wickedly” shall be destroyed. This has never hap-
pened in the history of the earth. There has never yet been
a time which could be described In these wards: *For,
behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the
proud, vea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the
day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts,
that it shall leave them neither root nor branch. . . . And ye
shall tread down the wicked: for they shall be ashes under the
soles of your feet in the day that I shall do this, saith the Lord
of hosts®™ (Mal. 4:1, 3). The righteous do not have the
wicked “wnder the soles of their feet” today. In fact, the situ-
ation Is quite the reverse,

And there was nothing about the first coming of Christ
that could be called the “great amd dreadful day of the Lord. "
Christ brought no judgments on the world at that time,
We have no other alternative, then, but to conclude that
the prophecy is at this time unfulfilled.

Some may still protest that John the Baptist came as Eli-
jah, In Luke 1:17, the angel Gabriel told Zacharias that
John would go before Him (Christ) “in the spirit amd power
[not “form”] of Ellas.” In Matthew 11:14 Jesus confirmed
this prophecy’s fulfillment when He said, “And if ye will
receive it, this is Eltas, which was for to come.” As Gabriel pre-
dicted, John did come in the spirit and power of Ellas.

In Matthew 17, after Peter, James and John had seen Eli-
jah and Moses in vision, they asked Jesus, “Why then say
the scribes that Elfas must first come? And Jesus answered and
sadd unto them, Elias traly shall first come, and restore all
things™ (Matt. 17:10-11). Note that Jesus’ statement was of
something vet unfulfilled: Elias literally “is coming™he
has not yet come—and he “shall restore [fature tense| all
things.” Note also that this statement was made after John
the Baptist was dead. How could Christ have meant that
John the Baptist was still coming when he was already
dead?

Now if Christ meant the same person In both the 11th
verse, where Jesus said Elijah was still coming, and in the
12th verse where He said, “That Elias is come already, and
they knew him mot, ™ then Jesus contradicted himself and we
cannot passibly know what He meant. But if we realtze
that In the 11th verse Jesus was telling His disciples that
Elijah would return before His second coming (as Malachi
had foretold) and that in the 12th verse He referred to John
the Baptist in the spirit and power of Elias who had already
come and gone, we have harmony. Otherwlse Jesus' state-
ments are meaningless, one canceling the other.

It has always been God's plan to warn the ones who
would be affected before He took action. Will it be different
when Christ returns? In the parable of the Ten Virgins,
Jesus tells us, “Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened
urifo ten vieging, which took their lamps, and went fortl to meet
the bridegroom, . . Amd at midnight there was a cry made,
Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ve out to medt him® (Matt.
25:1, 6). The arrival of the Brdegroom (Christ) was
announced,

We se¢ the same announcement in the 3rd chapter of
Malachi: *Behold, 1 will send my messenger, and he shall pre-
pare the way before me: and the Lord, whom e seek, shall sud-
denly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant,
whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the Lord of
hosts™ (Mal. 3:1). At Christ’s second coming the messenger
shall prepare the way of the Lord. “But who may abide the
day of his coming? and whi shall stand when he appeareth?
for he {s Hike a refiner’s fire, and like fullers” soap” (Mal. 3:2). It
was not difficult to abide Christ's first coming. No one had
difficulty to stand when He appeared. He did not come as
a refiner’s fire or like fuller’s soap. He came as *...a sheep to
the slaughter; and like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so
apened he pot his mouth® (Acts 8:32).

Jesus® first forerunner was John the Baptist, and we
believe He will have a second forerunner—Elijah the
prophet—when He returns as Judge and King. “See, T will
send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreddful day of
the Lord comes™ (Mal. 4:5 NIV).

If Elijah had been transported to another place
on carth what would prevent his return if God
desired it?

One of Elijah’s attributes seems to have been his sud-
den appearance whenever God needed him to deliver a
message or demonstrate His power. For example, while he
was on Mount Carmel "the power of the Lord came uposnt Eli-
Foh and, tucking Fis cloak into Ris belt, he ran ahead of Ahab all
tie way to Jezreel” (a distance of perhaps 20 or 25 miles) (1
Kings 18:46 NIV). Surely nothing would prevent Elijah’s
return if God desired it But the question is, was Elijah
taken up to heaven or deposited some place on earth, We
belleve the Biblical account that he was taken up “into
heaven.”
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C ortirnuesd froms Page 130

I'hey may strike at any hour ol the day or night, but maost
frequent Incldences are between 300 to 7:00 M, the time
most favorable for the development of severe thunder-
StoTms

Where do lornadoes strike?

Ihe most frequent and fierce tornadoes strike the United
States, But they can ocour anvwhere in the world

Every stat¢ within the United States has experienced
twisters. Bul the greatest concentration have struck what is
called the “tornado belt” which embraces the Great PMlains
of the United States and the southeastern portion of the
country. “Tornado alley,” considered the breeding ground
for the most violent tornadoes, is 4 section of the Great
PMains, including parts of Oklahoma and Texas, and Includ-
ing the lowland areas of the Mississippi, Ohio, and lower
Missourl River Valleys,

How strong is a tornado?

Formadoes are rated on what is called the Fujida scale”
ranging from F-0 to -5 depending on the amount of dam
apge caused by the tornado. An F-5 tornado is one which
strikes a residential construction and the foundation is
swept clean: An F-3 tomado is likely to be produced only
once in every 100,000 thunderstorms. And the chance of a
piven acre of land being hit by a tornado of any strength,
ever inowhat 1s called “Tornado Alley™ is one in 700 years
When it comes to the mighty F=5 tornado, the mathemat-
ical chance of it striking the same place twice is one in 10
million vears

Fortunately, most Americans have never seen of experi-
enced the tremendous power of a tormado, and remain
oblivious to its potential. But even among those who fave
L'RF'!L'I'JL'IHL'I.l ft, no one knows |ast how strong a tornado
really is. Tornadoes destroy all stondard measuring instru-
ments in thelr wiake; hence maost values given for velodity
pressure, and energy distribution have depended on theo-
rv and engineering damage estimates. Since the 1940s
radar, instrumented aircraft, and photogrammetric tech-
nigues have provided seme data for analysis; even so, the
data I incomplete,

The forward speed of o tormado is normally 30 o 40
mph, but may range from near zero to 70 mph. And the
twister's path may average only several hundred vands in

*The Fujfda scale, ranging (rom 0w F=5 5 ossssad by analveing the

i 4 tornado. F=% Is the wy Lrt F=5 tuprigddo is one

arrpciinl of damage i 3
which hots @ residential construction and the bare foomdation is swept clean

width, and as much as 16 miles in length. But large devi-
ations from these averages do ocour. On March 18, 1925,
a tornado devastated a path through Missour, THinois
and Indlana, in a path at times one mile wide and extend-
ing 219 miles in length. It claimed the llves of 689 per-
sons, How destructive is tornado wind? A wind of about
50 mph strips leaves and small branches from trees. As it
approaches B0 mph, it can topple shallow-rooted trees or
snap weaker ones, blow down thin walls, shift roofing
materials, and occasionally lift a whele roof. A wind of
#1 mph may blow in large glass windows, commonly lift
roofs and snap teees, Winds of hurricane strength may
exert a pressure of more than 82 pounds per square foot
and can Hatten weak bulldings on impact, The difference
between o hurricane and a tormado (both are twisters) is
the size and rotational speed of the tornado. The rota-
tional speeds within a tornado are estimated to be about
100 mph, but may occasionally exceed a screaming 500
mph. The extreme rotational speed within a tornado can
cause as much as a 20% drop in internal pressure in less
than 30 seconds. Because normal pressure inside a build-
ing does not have time to respond to the sudden drop
an explosion results. Roofs are lifted and walls are blown
outward, Fortunately, only one tormado in a thousand is
classitied among those which sweep clean anything they
toch,

What does a ternado sound like? Tts voice is said to be
unlike anything else on carth, Someone has described it as
a thousand express trains roaring at full throttle

An F-5 tormado produces the most violent winds known
on earth. Born of massive atmospheric thermal forces, it
comes alive with great fury, spewing debris up to three
miles high as it exhales into the upper atmospherne with a
devastating updraft of as much as 200 mph

T=d
da
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A typical tornado (not one of the strongest) contains
about 10,000 kilowatt-hours of energy. By comparison, the
total energy (including radiation) of the 20-kiloton nuclear
bomb dropped on Hiroshima was about 107 kilowatt-
hours.

Tornadoes and thunderstorms
Tomadoes are a frightfully powerful force of nature. But
have yvou ever thought about its progenitor the thunder-
storm? A tormado, says meteorologist Davies-Jones, which
has winds in excess of 200 mph, will release Kinetic ener-
gv at the rate of 1 billion watts—about equal to the elec-
tricity output of a pair of large nuclear reactors. But the
large thunderstorms that spawn these tornadoes are even
more powerful, releasing latent heat at the rate of 40 tril-
liom watts—40,004 times as powerful as the twister,

Even more powerful than the thunderstorm is the hur-
ricane which Is sald to contain energy in excess of
10,000,000,000 (10 billion) kilowatt-hours, about the same
as a Hydrogen Bomb. Yet, the energy density (energy per
unit volume) of a tormado is about & times greater than
that of a hurricane. In terms of density of energy, a torna-
tlo is the strongest of nature's storms,

Ihe storm of Gosd's judements that s coming on the
earth will be far, far greater than an F=5 tarmadeoe, and it
will b worldwide, But it will be selectively destmactive
Nothing that detiles will remain: and nothing good will
be harmisd, It will sweep the earth clean of all vvil. How
g will the commibng storm last? Uintdl all who opgaose the
new King are destroved, and all who remadiy subvnlt to His
righteons rule. Altogether about twis=thieds of thie world's
population will e temoved before the remaining third
will submit (dech. 13:8)

The fearsome tornado

Perhaps the strangest phenomenon about the tornado is
its destructive force. Reports abound about straw being dri-
ven into fence posts and trees, people being carried sever-
al hundred feet without serious injury, 70-ton railway
coaches being lifted off their tracks and carried over 100
feet, one house heing completely demolished, while the
house next door stands unharmed, buildings exploding
while lightweight items inside were unmoved, lakes being
vicuumed almost dry, and so on.

Reports about the phenomenal power of tomadoes
abound throughout the tomado belt. The F-5 twister has
been reported to pluck up trees, automobiles, and houses
with equal ease andd propel them like missiles into the air,
at speeds ranging from 100 to 200 mph, It has also been
reported that mature trees caught inside an F-5 twister
appeared to have been baked inside an oven until they
exploded outward into charred splinters, It has also been
said that the low pressure inside the funnel boils the sap of
a tree, then detonates the tree from the inside out.

Like the tornasdo thal can destroy e house and leave
T et
will be workineg toeetier in the flell: one will by tulken, the ot
Jerr, Fower wonetess will be risnlineg floer iof tiee ereit!l; onse Wil e
Lkers, the otfeer Jeft” (Mat, 244041 NLT)

Ihose living i tienmado couantry are prepaned tor the

the next unharmed, so the dav is coming when

B.-n..m. the whirlwind of the LORD

goeth forth with fury, a continuing

whirlwind: it shall fall with pain upon

the head of the wicked

wiorsl aif storins Just so shysuld evieryone Be prepuring now
Fur this geest storm s soor Do corie updon the witobe carnh
He prepared. bocause yoid o T Krmow wilial i
vorer Lowd is covming ™ (Matt. 24:42 ST

Je=sus wainedd

Protection from the tornado

Although much remains to be learned about tormado for.
mation and movement, remarkable advances have been
made In tornado detection and warning. These svstems
involve analysis of surface and upper-air weather, radar
detection and tracking of atmospheric changes, and spot.
ting severe local storms, Satellite observations by NASA have
also aided early detection which is Important to survival,

What is the difference between a tornado watch and a
tornado warning? A tornado watch is when conditions are
right for the formation of tornadoes. A tornado warning is
when a tornado has been sighted. But no one can expect
much wamning of a ternado, because tornadoes can form
very rapidly, in as little as five to ten minutes, according to
Rabert Davies-Jones, a meteorologlst at the National Severe
Storms Laboratory in Norman, Oklahoma. One can only
rehearse with the family the best steps 1o take in case ol a
watch, and to keep an eve on the southern sky for unstable
conditions. Severe lightning may be taken as a warmning to
seek shelter,

How does one prepare for the strike of a tomadao? One
aption is to construct a storm shelter, and remain alert and
watchiul, ready to take cover at an instant's warning.®

What s the best refuge agalnst the coming stomm MWl
can vernand | do 1o prepite for the tme when God will
s fristloe an o idsasering e cinid gomadiness as the steoddond
whien the “les vou hisle Behlmd will Iy dlestroved as 1f I s
ey wall by warshoesd aowary ds B i o flood ® (lsa. 28:17 NCVY?

Coid olfers sure and sale protection. Said the "salmist,

Thow art sy fidiveg plisce wnd oy shiehd! | lipe i iy wond ™
il 119:0 141 Again he praved, “old tiow e oy, o § sl
Bie safes ool il fooese respect anre thy statutes cantimull)
(P 190, = The mame of e LOWEY s o strogg fower; e
eiehiteomes roonerethl Bnto B, aeed s safe TCProv, 185100, Wos
pritteth his truest dee by LORD sholl e safe "(Prov, 29250, @

Inbommation for this amtiche was obiained from the following wminces:
Encyciopedia Britannica (11, 1999
The Why Files, /weatherwioally. htm
Tornadoes!! The Entity, by Nosman Beerger Prodoctions

*TTase wiiy wisht to fearm sore abif formdn prepiarecness sl
combict thele focal weather afficlals i tie Bed Cross,
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Forget It!

An old mystic offered a wise
"Forgetting those praver, Lord, help us to remem-
things which are ber the things we ought not to
beliind."—Phil. 3:13 forget, and to forget the things
wit ought atat to reember,”

Is your memory like mine? Doesn't it seem at times to
keep bits of rags and straw, and throw away jewels? Yes,
and there are so many holes where something | treasure is
always dropping through!

But from another side, perhaps our wise Creator knew
what He was doing in making us the way we are. Just sup-
pose that we could not forget. If we remembered every-
thing all the time—can you imagine how clogged and
choked life would be? The past would be all the time over
whelming us, and we would have no mind for the pm:
or the future!

How about having a memory manager, some mecha-
nism for sorting out the old, throwing away what is worth-
less, and carefully keeping everything useful?

That Is what God offers us through His word, “Thou wilt
keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee” (Isa.
26:3). By practice, and by the grace of God, we can clean
house, clear out the rubbish, and keep only the valuables.

Hew can we do Jt?

First, it is no good hoarding injuries and Irritations.
They ought to be swept out Immediately, They are not
worth keeping: and only make us—and others—unhappy.
Very precious things are ruined by keeping old grudges,
resentments, and vexations in mind.

If they sting like bees, they need not stick like burrs.

Arswiis 10 QuisTIoNS ON Pack 10 7. Thomas
B Paul
CoNTAINERS 9. Facchaeus
1. From the temple in Jerusalem 10 Methuselah
{Daniel 5:2) 11. Herod

2. A horn (1 Samuel 16:13)
3. A pitcher (Mark 14:13)
4, A cruse (1 Kings I?:lﬂ-l!-j Inins
5, A censer (2 Chrondoles 26519) 1

6. Vials (Revelation 16:1) 5:2.3)
7. Bottles (Matthew 9:17)

.

12, David and Jonathan

. Dagon (PPhilistine idol) (1 Samuel

What should we do with them? Throw them into the
trash can, be done with them. They keep us ruffied and
feverish; they fill the chambers of the soul with heaviness,
ugliness, and gloom. They shut out the sunlight and sour
the feast of life. Order them out of the house, slam the
door, let them be gone!

In the same way we should put our sins behind us, once
we have repented and turned from them. Why unfit our-
selves for a new life by rehearsing them in memory? If we
have injured others, we must make amends, but we do
nobody any good by brooding over blunders. Why dig up
a past that is dead?

A defective memory may be annoying at times, but
let us thank God for a good forgetter. Behind us is the
closed gate, before us the open road!

Paul has the right advice: “forgetting those things which
are behind.” But he also adds, “and reaching forth unto those
things which are before” (Phil, 3:13). For the glory of life is
the glory of going on, all the way to the end.

Today, tomorrow, and to the end there are some things
wit must never for a moment forget. As we read in the glo-
rious Psalm 103, every day, everywhere, and always we
must remember God, who is the health and hope of our
hearts. "Riess the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his bene-
fits: who forsiveth all tiine dqiities; who healéth all thy dis-
cuses; whe redeemeth thy Hfe from destruction; who crowseth
thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies,”

Then follows a shining list of the things we ought to
remember, and remembering, teach our hearts a hymn of
thanksgiving and praise. — Contritwted

Tsaac (Genests 27:21-24)
Pllate (Matthew 27:11)

Paul (Acts 22:27-28)
Rebekah (Genesis 24:15-23)
Adam (Genesls 3:9)

Manoah Chudges 13:01)

The high priest (Mark 14:61)
Jesus (Luke 24: 18}

ll} Saul (Paul) (Acts 9:1=5)

CENPpNEWP

Bowd § 4 2. The golden call (Exodus 32:19- 20) How?
- Bowd Qudges 6:38) 3. Solomon (1 Kings 11:4) .
9, Bucket (Isaiah 40:15) 4. Micah (Judges ]EI,!:I__S 1. Joseph ‘G'-'ﬂ'ﬁ“‘jq-'?"-"”
10. Basin (John 13:5) 5. John (1 john §:21) 2 John (1 john 4:““'.

6. Chemosh (1 Kings 11:33) 3. Jesus (Luke 2:43-32)
COMPARISOINSG 7. Molech (Leviticus 18:21) 4. Judah (Genesis 44:_19., i
1. Job 8. Diana (Acts 19:26-27) 5, Nicodemus (John 3:4)
2. Samson 9. Asa (1 Kings 15:11-13) 6. The Ethiopian ecunuch (Acts
3. Solomon 10, Athens fActs 17:16) 8:27-31)
4. Peter 7. Elijah {1 Kings 18:21)
5. Daniel Art Thou? 8. Thomas (Jahn 14:5)
6. Pharach 1. John the Baptist (Luke 7:19-20) 9, David (Psalm 13:1)
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LOST YESTERDAY:
Snmewherl‘ between sunrise and sunset, two golden
hours, each set with sixty diamond minutes, No
reward is offered, for they are gone forever.

H olingss is the ONLY pathway to everlastiig
happiness.

Ever}r temptation s an invitation to an elevation.

Cmu;m'r yourself and your aspirations will be changed to
etermal cerfainties,

Lifc is a quarry pul of which we are to mold and
chisel and complete a character.

E:Hum is not the end—it's the time for a new star.

// Just THis MINUTE \

I [ we're thoughtful, just a minute,
In what'er we say or do;
If we put a purpose in it
That is hownest thro® and thro'
We shall gladden life and give it
Grrace fo make 1t all sublivne;
For, though lif¢ is long, we live it
Just @ minute at a time.

L!sf this minute we are going
Toward the right or toward the wrong;
Just: this minute we are sowing
Seeds of sorrow ar of song.
Just this minute we are thinking
On the ways that lead to God,
Or in idle dreams are sinking
To the level of the clod.

],ES terday is gone; tomorrow
Never comnes within our grasp,
Just this sinte’s joy or sorrow
That is all our hands may clasp;
Just this mimute! Let ws take it
As a pearl of precious price,
And with high endeavor make it

\\ Fit to shine in paradise. /‘

A famous clockmaker pasted inside his clocks a sheet
on which was printed a reminder of the rapid flight
and proper use of time, as follows:

“Lo! here | stand by thee upright

o give thee warning day and night;
For every tick that Ido give

Cuts short the time thou hast o lve,
Therefore, a waming take by me,

To serve thy God as T serve thee;
Anid thou shalt have a just reward.”

He who does what he should will not have time to
de what he should not.

Wﬂm a persant gets into the habit of wasting his time,
he is sure also to waste a great deal that does mot belong
to hin.

WE have the potential to accomplish much more
than we are doing. A string broke on the violin of the
master violinist but he did not stop. He finished the
composition without missing a note,

We can make music from life's reverses. Those who
keep on after the string snaps and meet God's chal-
lenge for perfection will at the end receive the greatest
applause human ears have ever heard, "Well done,
thou good and faithful servant.”

‘Mo . e

E" is at the bottom of all sin. Owe fittle word per-
haps, but i lust, pride, covetousness, self-will Hhere s
some form of “me.”

The quickest way to correct the other tellow's atti-
tude is to correct your own. Try it It works.

WH.‘H vt Jreve thanked vour Gind
for every blessing sent,

Wit time will then remain
for murmmurs or lawent?

The elevator to success is not running; you must climb
the stairs,
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il
// ho put the colors in the rainbow?
Who put the salt in the sea?
Who put the cold in the snowflake?
who made you and me?

cf )

I ho pit the hump upon the camel?
Who put the neck on the giraffe?
Who put the tail upon the monkey ?
Who :na‘ca’c' hyenas laugh?

/' ho made whales and snails and quails?
Who made hogs and dogs and frogs?
Who made bats and rats and cats?
Who made everything?

{ ’

Y/ ho put the gold into sunshine?
Who put the sparkie tn the stars?
Who put the silver in the moonlight?
Who mude Earth and Mars?

cff)

[/ ho pur the scent into the roses?
Who taught the honey bee to dance?
Who put the tree inside the acorn?
It surely can't be chance.

4 _,4‘ fio made seas and leaves and trees?
Who made snow and winds that blow?
Who made streams and rivers flow?
God made all of these!
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