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EDITORIAL

ERIODS of staleness in life are not in-
evitable, but they are common. He is
a rare individual who has not experienced
times of spiritual dullness, when the relish
seems to have gone out of his heart, and
the enjoyment of living has diminished.

Since there is no single cause of this
condition, there is no single remedy. Some-
times the trouble is not moral but physical.
Staleness may be caused by simple fatigue.
When we get tired and stay tired without
relief beyond a reasonable time, we are
bound to feel a deficiency. As long as we
are mortal, our feelings are going to be
afTected to some degree by our bodies. Our
Lord knew this, and occasionally took His
disciples aside for a rest.

Another cause of the “stale” feeling may
be monotony. To do any one thing continu-
ously will result in boredom even if what
we do is pleasant; and to think about the
same things without cessation will also lead
to boredom, even if we are thinking about
the very best things. Of course, there is
no real reason for monotony here, with all
that God has caused to be written for our
learning. We can dwell in thought with
Moses, then Elijah, then Jesus, then John,
then Abraham—can this be monotonous?
Then we can peruse the promises, letting
our imaginations expand them to our full-
est possibility to conceive—can this be mo-
notonous? The variety which God has sup-
plied us in His Word is well nigh infinite,
considering our limited time and capacity.
But sometimes the change in our thinking
must be consciously directed.

FEven our spiritual exercises may need a
certain amount of variety to keep them
fresh and renewed, Sometimes there is
nothing better than physical activity. In
the wilderness, God kept Israel moving.
One may wonder what would have hap-
pened if they had camped forty years
in one place.

To stay fresh and renewed in our re-
ligious commitment we should be careful

How to Keep from Going Stale

not to get into a rut. Our Lord warned
against vain repetition. When the lips move,
the mind must move also.

There is still another cause of staleness
for which we ourselves may be to blame.
It is when we do wrong, and do not admit
it or go about to correct it and seek forgive-
ness. Or it may be we permit worldly inter-
ests to grow up and choke the tender plants
of the inner life.

When the cause is known, and particu-
larly when it is as uncomplex as this, the
remedy is the old-fashioned one of repent-
ance. By recognizing our wrong and setting
out with new determination, we can re-
move all sign of staleness.

But if after careful and candid examin-
ing of ourselves we find no evil to cause the
feeling that has overcome us, we gain no-
thing by putting the worst construction on
things and lying face down in the dust. To
say that we have not sinned when we have
is to be false to the facts; to insist that we
have sinned when we have not is likewise
to be false to ourselves.

Perhaps the greatest single cause of stale-
ness is the loss of long-range vision. We
forget the great things God has done for
us. We forget the greater things He has
promised us. We forget the reality of the
things that are not seen, and lose ourselves
in the things around us. Thus the present
looms larger and larger, and God seems
a long way off.

What is the corrective for this? Dig in-
to the Word with all your mind and soul.
Meditate on its precepts. Recapture its spir-
it. Relive the lives of those who went be-
fore, sharing their joys and sorrows, Settle
it in your mind once and for all that these
things are true, these things are genuine,
and that God will reward every faithful
servant, even you. Make the Word of God
come alive in your own mind and life by
grasping its promises anew. Then there will
be no more staleness, dullness, or inac-

tivity, God’s law will be all in all. ee




MEecpo means

“a place of troops” (Gesenius’ Hebrew Lexi-
con); “a place of God” (Young's Analytical
Concordance). Megiddo was and is a town
in Palestine, strategically located, and the
scene of frequent warfare. In the spiritual
parallel, it is a place where soldiers engaged
in spiritual warfare gather to renew their
strength and courage (II Cor. 10:4, 5).

We believe
—in God the Creator of all things, all men
and all life.

We believe

—in the Bible as containing the genuine
revelation of God and His purposes for
men, and as being our only source of
divine knowledge today.

We believe

—in Christ the Son of God and our Per-
fect Example, who was born of a Virgin,
ministered among men, was crucified, res-
urrected, and taken to heaven, and who
shall shortly return to he King of the
whole earth.

We believe

—in life as the gift of God, and in our sa-
cred responsibility to use it for God and
His coming Kingdom.

We believe

—in all mankind as providing the nucleus
from which a superior, God-honoring peo-
ple shall be chosen to receive the bless-
ings of immortal life.

We believe

—in ourselves as capable of fulfilling the de-
mands and disciplines given us in the law
of God, thus perfecting that high quality
of character which God has promised
to reward with life everlasting in His
heavenly Kingdom on earth.

We believe

—in the promise of God, that a new age
is coming—is near—when the earth will
be filled with His glory, His people, and
His will be done here as it is now done
in heaven.

Bible Quotations in this issue:

Unidentified quotations are from the King
James Version.
Other versions are identified as follows:
NEB—New English Bible
NIV—New International Version
NAS—New American Standard
RSV—Revised Stondard Version
TLB—The Living Bible
TEV-—Today's English Version
Phillips—The New Testament in Modern
English
Berkeley—The Modern Langudage New
Testament
Weymouth—The New  Testament in
Modern Speech
Moffatt—The Bible, A New Tronslafion
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Maximum Living

need for maximum living if we are to be

a disciple of His: “Judge not, and ye shall
not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not
be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be for-
given: give, and it shall be given unto you:
good measure, pressed down, and shaken to-
gether, and running over shall men give into
your bosom. . . .”

The words of the text express a spirit which
is akin to the spirit of our Master, and a spirit
which we shall need if we are to live an abun-
dant Christian life.

In an eastern city a few years ago there was
a campaign to raise money for the erection of
a hospital. A high-powered financial wizard was
called in to conduect it. He concluded his pep
talk to the solicitors who were going out to
raise the money with these words: “Never sug-
gest to anyone a minimum contribution, for a
minimum has a funny way of turning into the
maximum.” The person reporting this incident
has this to say: “The man who came to see me
about the matter had learned his lesson well. He
did not suggest anything that seemed like a
minimum, but mentioned gaily several sums that
looked like terrifying maxima.”

This, then, is our theme—minimum and maxi-
mum living. There is real truth in the saying,
“A minimum has a funny way of turning into
a maximum.,” Tt is not funny but subtle and
tragic when applied to our service for God. God
loves a cheerful giver, and we can be assured
that a cheerful giver would never be satisfied
with giving only the minimum. But when the
question hecomes not “What can I do?’ but
“What must 1T do?’ we are living the minimum
and not the maximum life.

There is little in the realm of life where that
statement is not true. We meet it in childhood,
where the question is “How little can I get by

]ESUS’ words in Luke 6:37-38 point up the

Major portions of this article are reprinted from PULPIT
DIGEST, Box 5199, Jackson, Miss. 39216, Used by permission.
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on?’ Most children are willing to wash their
faces, but that means only the cheeks and not
behind the ears. They are willing to shovel the
snow off the front walk, but not around to the
kitchen door. They are all for the minimum.

A teacher knows the reluctance on the part of
many pupils to give more than the minimum.
“How long must the term paper be?’ “Do you
mean double space or single space?’ “Does the
twenty pages include the bibliography?’ Some
students never get to the boiling point. There is
no intellectual bubble of doing anything for the
sake of accomplishment. Perhaps bubble is a poor
word for scholarly achievement, but boiling water
always seems to be water charged with anima-
tien, reminiscent of the reaction of the lame man
whom Peter and John healed at the Gate Beau-
tiful—leaping and praising God.

In the life of the mind the real delight comes
after the minimum compulsion has been passed.
The words spoken of Christ, quoted from the
Psalmist, were: “I delight to do thy will, O my
God.” His was maximum living. There was no
place in His life for the minimum. That should
be the password for each of us.

How poorly the minimum meets life's needs!
Take the matter of food, for instance. Even
where people are not starving, the minimum diet
can be a dreary affair. One can exist on fruit-
less, starchy meals, but not in optimum health.
To attain the maximum in liveliness, vitality, and
vigor, one must have an adequate diet.

And take the matter of marriage and the
home. There is a legal minimum that the part-
ner in a marriage has to perform or the law
steps in. But what a ghastly thing life on the
minimum in the home can be—with a minimum
of consideration, of sacrifice, or love!

Now turn to another picture. In Jesus we have
the record of a maximum life. It is Impossible
to find any unsatisfied minimum of service in the
life of Jesus. It was said of Him, “Having loved
his own, he loved them to the end.” We never
hear Him say: “Well I guess I will call it a
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day. I have done enough for these fishermen to-
day.”

The prophet Samuel was living the maximum
life when as the last of the Judges of Israel he
was rejected by his countrymen by their demand-
ing a king. He had spent the best of his life in
the interest of the nation, and now they were re-
jecting him. But in spite of their inappreciation
he still maintained a spirit of helpfulness. This
was shown in his statement: ‘“God forbid that
I should sin against the Lord in ceasing to pray
for you.”

In Apostolic times the people of the Church
at Galatia showed such love and appreciation for
Paul’s work in their behalf that had it been pos-
sible they would have plucked out their very eyes
and would have given them to him; yet he be-
came their enemy because he told them the truth.
Under these circumstances did he say, “I am all
through with you, don’t look to me for any more
favors”? No, indeed! Like Samuel he still prayed
for them and continued to teach them the good
and right way.

We have the clue to Jesus’ attitude toward
maximum living in the story of the woman who
broke the alabaster box of precious ointment.
When He saw that He rejoiced, as if to say,
“This is what 1 have been looking for, the spon-
taneous, unreckoning outpouring of the maximum
gift.” We can understand that story of the per-
fume better than any generation that has pre-
ceded ours, for we know more about the cost
of perfume. Dr. Edgar Goodspeed has esti-
mated that the bottle of precious ointment was
worth about $500.00. No wonder some shocked
disciple said, “Go easy, sister, that stuff costs
money!” But the impulsive outgeing in this
woman, expressing her gratitude and devotion,
was what won Jesus’ commendation.

Now with us there is great danger of the mini-
mum becoming the maximum in our spiritual
lives. When that happens, we miss the deep
power of joy of willinghearted service for God.
There is a tremendous difference between some-
thing one has to carry and something that carries
one. When we leave the minimum in our service
to God, we get out of the realm of obligations
into the realm of joy. That is where Jesus lived.
It was His delight to do the will of His heavenly
Father. Someone has said that He always had
an open door to the incoming of the divine re-
sources of God. His minimum was always His
maximum. His best was the least He would per-
mit Himself to offer.

A man came back from Nova Scotia some time
ago, all enthused over the waters of the high
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tide. He said: “You could hear it coming. You
could see it coming., You ecould smell it coming.
The ftides swept up into the bays and lifted
bhoats that had been careened on their sides and
set them off on a new level.” That is a striking
picture of the powers of the Christ-filled life.
His message comes into life like a tide. It lifts
and sets life on a new level. If we have been living
on a minimum of spiritual activity, satisfied with
ourselves when doing the least that has to be
done, let us try living on a maximum!

We may look out almost hopelessly on a world
like ours, and say, What can I do? What im-
pression ean one unit like myself make upon _the
mass confusion and strife about me today? The
answer is that we can be different. We can begin
to help other people to be different.

We can be different in our attitude toward
others. We can remove the selfish spirit and - do
to others as we would be done by. We can be
different in our attitude toward those who differ
with us. We can be different in the way in which
we spend our time, making the very most of it,
acting like sensible men, not like thoughtless. We
can do more of the right things that we have
done the most of.

What can we do today? We can face and eradi-
cate everything within us that makes the kind
of world we have: fear, egotism, the will to self-
ish power, the inability to live in harmony and
honesty with people nearest to us. We can eradi-
cate the personal attitudes which make for war,
everything that makes us willful, selfish, isolated
units bent on a plan of our own, when we ought
to be a united army, working to build God’s
Kingdom on earth,

When we begin living on a basis of exact truth-
fulness with other people, clearing every wrong
or tense situation, even with those we do not
haturally care for, sharing life with them, we
shall become a channel of God’s power and light,
an example of a citizen of the Kingdom.

While we still have time and opportunity we
should make the most of every day. As fast as
the days are passing—that is how rapidly we
should be shedding our besetting sing. This is easy
enough to say, but too often our perverse human
nature holds us in the same old rut. But this can-
not go on indefinitely if we would live maxi-
mum lives. Unless we get a firm hold on ourselves
we will still be talking about it, and not doing,
when our day of opportunity terminates.

We must become a part of an army already
on the march, doing things which, thanks to God,
are being done, and things which ocught to be
done. Let us become God-controlled personalitiés,
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persons who, like the boats lifted by the Nova
Scotia tides, have been lifted from their pre-
carious angle of unholy living, lifted beyond their
own powers and capacities, set straight by the
power of the Gospel acting and re-acting on their
lives.

The Word of God provides many examples of
maximum living and, sad to say, many examples
of minimum living.

Speaking of maximum living the Psalmist said:
“The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up.” His
plan was to do all that he could for God, and he
was so earnest about it that he described it
as being eaten up by His zeal. He said again:
“With my whole heart have I sought thee,” and
again: “l hate men who are half and half.”

Panl the apostle was living the maximum life,
Here is how he described his intensity: “This
one thing I do, forgetting those things which are
behind, and reaching forth unto those things
which are before, I press toward the mark for
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus.” And he unhesitatingly recommended that
plan to every life-seeker with the words: “Copy
me as I copy Christ.” To the Church at Thessa-
lonica he tendered the advice: “as ve have re-
ceived of us how ye ought to walk and to please
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God, so ye would abound more and more.” This
leaves no place for minimum living.

Christ had already recommended this plan.
When answering the scribe as to what is the
greatest ecommandment of the law he said: *“. ..
thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy
mind, and with all thy strength.” This pictures
maximum living at its best.

The beloved John was recommending maximum
living when he sgaid: “Look to yourselves, that
we lose not those things which we have wrought,
but that we receive a full reward.” To receive
the maximum of reward we must give the maxi-
mum of ourselves. God wants us to give our best,
our very best,

When in the days of Isaiah the Lord spake
saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go
for us?’ the Prophet unhesitatingly answered,
“Here am I, send me.” His willingness equalled
the maximum-—he was not satisfied with any
minimum of effort.

It is always a royal journey to go from the
minimum to the maximum in the sharing of
ourselves—that is, when we do it not as an obli-
gation but of free will, as a direct way to the

(Continued on page 23)

Lot Us Pray . . .

Our loving God from whom all blessings flow,
both in this life and in the world to come, we
draw nigh Thee again, thanking Thee for life
and its many blessings. We thank Thee for di-
vine law which can guide us in a way that we
can be worth more to ourselves now, and be of
such special worth to Thee that Thou wilt be
pleased to bless and eternally save us.

We thank Thee for the light that shineth in
a dark place, and that that light has shone unto
us. We thank Thee that the eyes of our under-
standing have been enlightened to behold such
wondrous things out of Thy law. May we ever
be aware of Thy divine justice, and always live
as in Thy presence. Give us clarity of vision
that we may see our own shortcomings so we
can correct them while there is still time for
erowth and correction.

Help us always to look up. Help us to pattern
our lives after our Lerd and Master who never
sought to please Himself but did always the
things that please Thee. Help us to polish up

6

et ot e e g et it Tt P

our lives so no tarnish of sin can be seen. We
know Thou art a God of too pure eyes to look
upon sin with any degree of tolerance. Thou
demandest perfection of character of us, and
will be satisfied with nothing less. Give us the
strength to meet these exacting specifications,
to submit willingly to the cutting, grinding and
polishing, so that in the Day to come we may
be fit to shine forth as stars in the Kingdom
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

We admit that many times we have failed to
do our best. We have allowed the serpent nature
to dominate, have grumbled at the wholesome
life-giving food Thou hast so mercifully pro-
vided, craving flesh in place of spirit, self in
place of Thee, yet Thy hand is stretched out
still, and Thy metrcy still waits. May we not pre-
sume upon Thy goodness, or put off until tomor-
row the doing of the important things which
must be done today, aware that soon night
ecometh when no man ean work.

Guide and keep us each day in the strait and
narrow way, that having walked in the way of
all Thy holy commandments, we may gain a
place in Thy never-ending Kingdom, for which
we humbly pray. Amen.

Meaippo MESSAGE



Cldad ond Wedad . . .

HE CONTINUAL grumbling of the children
T of Israel became almost too much for their
great leader Moses. Shepherding the multi-
tude through the wilderness was a strenuous task,
even without the burden of all their faultfinding.
Moses prayed to God about the matter, and
God told Moses to choose seventy men of the
elders of Israel and have them meet with him
at the tabernacle. God said He would take of the
spirit which was in Moges and bestow it upon
the seventy men, and they would help carry the
burden of the people so that Moses would not
have to bear it alone.

Moses chose the best men that he knew and
sent word for them to meet at the tabernacle.
He placed them around the tabernacle. It hap-
pened that two men did not arrive. Eldad and
Medad were missing. But God acted as He had
said, and took of the spirit that was upon Moses
and gave it to the chosen men. Immediately they
began to prophesy, to praise God, declaring His
will and goodness to the people.

It happened that even though Eldad and Medad
had not come to the tabernacle, they were still
in the camp, and the spirit had also rested upon
them; they were prophesying there. A young
man pressing through the crowd came running
to Moses, reporting, “Eldad and Medad are proph-
esying in the camp.” Joshua, Moses’ servant
from his youth, protested, “My master Moses,
make them stop.”

God had not forgotten the two men, even
though they were not present. We are not told
why they did not arrive at the tabernacle. Cer-
tainly it was not because they were rebellious.
They must have been good men, or God would
not have put His spirit upon them. Perhaps they
were performing an act of mercy and were un-
able to leave. We do not know.

Joshua was disturbed over the matter. He was
jealous for his master’s prerogative and honor.
He wanted these irregular doings stopped. He
grudged to see the eyes of the people turned
away from his master and turned toward Eldad
and Medad.

To Joshua’s words Moses gave this golden
answer, “Enviest thou for my sake? would God

May, 1979

that all the Lord’s people were prophets and that
the Lord would put his spirit upon them!” If
Moses had ever been anxious about his personal
glory, his answer to Joshua showed that he had
schooled his own heart and his magnificent words
proved the incomparable meekness and sweet-
nesg of his subdued spirit. Moses loved and
trusted Joshua, and Joshua honored Moses and
was deeply loyal to him. He stood ready to run
the great leader’s errands and to set out with
him on his hallowed expeditions. He was more
than a son to Moses in the absence of his own
sons, He went up with him on the mount, and
“He departed not out of the tabernacle”—an-
other remarkable testimony concerning the son
of Nun. Nevertheless, this occasion brought out
a defect in Joshua’s finest quality. His loyalty
was tainted. He envied the spiritual gifts of
others.

By giving to others, God had not diminished
the gpirit of Moeses. As a flame is not diminished
by others being kindled by it, so God did not
diminish the wisdom, energy and courage which
distinguished Moses by endowing the seventy with
His spirit. Moses shone splendidly in the warm
rebuke he gave to his servant. And through the
experiences of succeeding years, it is certain that
Joshua profited from this noble lesson.

May we also profit by Moses’ rebuke.

Would it help to ask ourselves betimes, “Envi-
est thou?’ Though no one today possesses power
from God, there are always Eldads and Medads
in our midst, those who because of gifts or abili-
ties we do not possess, stir the envious spirit, if
we have not yet schooled our hearts as Moses had.
The feeling of envy is deep and far-reaching.
How eager human nature is to guard its own——
our family, our home, our garden, our friends,
our knowledge, our position. What or whom-
ever we are involved with we do not like to see
surpassed in any way.

However, if we would be truly loyal to God,
we should eagerly, willingly defend every good
cause, in whomever or wherever it may be. We
should not be blinded by envy. Too often the spirit
droops at the prosperity of another. Too often
the friendly warmth of the eye changes to cool
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resentment. Too often we harbor suspicious fears
of a rival. If we cannot love Eldad and Medad,
our fellow-workers in the faith, how can we love
Geod?

We should never seek exclusively the affec-
tion or attention of one person and be displeased
to see another enjoy it. Rather, we should “seek
him that maketh the seven stars and Orion, and
turneth the shadow of death into the morning. . ..
The Lord is his name” (Amos 5:8). Why are we
concerned if God is our God, if He is the center
of our life? What is sweeter and warmer than
to be a friend of God?

All friends of God should have their hearts
bound together in Christian love. Love and
friendship in the house of God is a beautiful ex-
perience, May we never regard it earelessly. May
it never be squelched by feelings of envy. If Eldad
and Medad, our fellow-workers, should in some
way excel us in the Lord and all eyes be turned
on them, let us, like Moses, praise the Lord and
desire a like blessing for all.

and Awmos . . .

Who was Amos? We call him a minor prophet.
From his own words we learn that he was not
a college graduate, but a herdsman of sheep in
the wilderness of Judea. In his spare time he
pruned sycamore trees or gathered figs for mar-
ket. This rock-strewn wilderness bordering the
desert was none too fruitful. Tekoa, the little
mountaintop village where Amos lived, was about
two hours south of Bethlehem, by donkey. Be-
cause of its elevation, it was used for trumpet-
blowing signals. From its heights Mount Nebo
can be seen, east beyond the Dead Sea dunes.

Amos was plain and rugged. His comrades were
herdsmen and reapers, plowmen and treaders of
grapes. The daily sights he saw were wander-
ing flocks of sheep, farmers sifting grain in
sieves, yokes of oxen plowing, and carts pressed
down with sheaves. Frequently he heard the roar
of a lion in the forest, or saw a bear seeking its
prey. He watched the mighty streams down be-
low that rushed through the ravines. He beheld
the firmament on high; and there, in the sclitary
wilderness, Amos often sought and worshiped
Him who garnished the heavens.

One day the Lord took Amos from his sheep
and said unto him, “Go, prophesy unto my peo-
ple Israel.” What was the matter with Israel?
At the market place, the gate, or from the occa-
sional traveler, Amos had heard all about the
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wickedness of Judah and the corruption of the
Northern kingdom: the luxury of the rich, the
cruel injustice, the dishonesty, the immorality,
and the worship of strange gods. Amos’ moral
energies were ready to be used for God. Like the
currents of two electric poles leaping together,
he met the call of Jehovah. This herdsman was
one who could stand for God before people,
priests, kings and nations.

What showy magnificence Israel had made of
Bethel! In the very spot where their father Abra-
ham had first pitched his simple tent, they were
gacrificing to idols. King Jercboam himself often
came with his eourtiers to sacrifice at the great
national sanctuary of which Amaziah was the
arch priest.

Here, to the splendid city of Bethel, Amos
came to sound an alarm; and let us remember
that he through whom the Eternal speaks speaks
not only for the moment but for the ages. So
Amos, while speaking to the Israelites in his day,
was also speaking for us in our day. He applied
the unchangeable principles of the living God
to those who were persons like ourselves. Though
their language and customs were different, their
nature was very like human nature today. They
were ruled by the same motives and feelings.
They struggled with the same temptations as we.
What a foreceful comparison we can see as we
observe the spiritual declension of our own day.
Were the people, against whom Amos preached
warnings and judgments, any more wicked than
people are today? Was Israel less pure, or the
judgments of God any more certain?

We can almost gee the crowd around Amos
growing huge as he first denounces before Israel
and Judah the neighboring nations, Philistia,
Edom, Ammon and Moab. Just like human nature
today they no doubt enjoyed the powerful words
of Amos as he bore heavily upon the faults of their
neighbors. Directly he changed the burden of
his words and cried with startling suddenness.
“For three transgressions of Judah, and for four,
I will not turn away the punishment thereof, be-
cause they have despised the law of the Lord, and
have not kept his commandments.” Judah! That
was different! And as he cried against Judah,
so also did he denounce Israel for departing
from the ways of the Lord. The people looked
up astonished. But Amos went on: “Woe unto
them that are at ease in Zion, . . . that lie upon
beds of ivory, . .. [and feast] and drink wine in
bowls, . . . Seek not the gods of Bethel! Seek
him that maketh the seven stars and Orion, . . .
the Lord is his name. And thus saith the Lord
unto Israel, Take thou away from me the noise of
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thy songs; for I will not hear the melody of
thy viols! Let judgment run down as waters and
righteousness as a mighty stream. Seek good and
not evil, that ye may live. Prepare to meet thy
God, O Israel.”

The people were enraged. They hated Amos
for rebuking them in the gate; they abhorred
him for speaking uprightly, They could not see
that their worship was amiss. Did they not have
solemn assemblies and make sacrifice? They paid
tithes; they sang songs to the God of their fathers
and praised Him on their harps. And were their
houses not their own? their gardens and their
vineyards? Were they not supposed to be happy?
They were satisfied with the priest in fine rai-
ment. If only they could forget what this herds-
man, Amos, had said of coming judgments!

It is interesting to note in Bible history that
there lived at this time a youth in the city of
Jerusalem whose name was Isaiah. It is very
likely that this young boy heard Amos preach
and was influenced by his words., Later this lad
became a great prophet of the Lord. We hope
there is some youth in our time who will be im-
pressed to live for God by the words of Amos
or some other Bible character.

We ourselves may not be resting on beds of
ivory or drinking wine from bowls; still, we may
be at ease in Zion. We may be finding our own
pleasure, feeding on our own thoughts, and doing
our own ways. How easy it is, like Israel and
Judah, to set up and worship gods of our own
{in our hearts) until our conscience is lulled to
rest and our eyes blinded to the righteousness
of God. We must get a new heart, put on the
mind of Christ that we may meditate and work
righteousness before the Lord our God.

In one of several visions which Amos saw con-
cerning Israel, he beheld God standing with a
plumbline in His hand measuring a wall. A
plumbline measures the uprightness of a wall, Tt
judges every wall alike by its straightness. The
wall is straight, or it is not. God has only one
standard, and that is righteousness. And God
said, “I will set a plumbline in the midst of my
people Israel.” And so, as in past ages, God will
judge His people in these last days—by His
plumbline,

After this, God showed Amos another symbol
of His judgments upon Israel. Amos saw before
him “a basket of summer fruit.” And the Lord
said, “The end is come upon my people of Israel.”
In the Hebrew, the word for “summer fruit”
suggests “end.” The end did not come that year,
nor the next, but it was pronounced. God in His
mercy was longsuffering, warning and waiting
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for His people to turn unto Him; it was actually
years before the destruction of Israel and Judah
finally came,

Even so in the these last days God has been
longsuffering in waiting for His people, but the
consummation will come. God said through Amos,
“T will sift the house of Israel among all
nations, like as corn is gifted in a sieve yet shall
not the least grain fall upon the earth.” How we
should work to be one of those precicus grains
worthy to be saved and planted in the paradise
of God, never again to be removed.

Amos did not fail to leave before us a bright
picture of all faithful Israel restored in the King-
dom of God, a picture of life and peace, bless-
ing and comfort and joy forevermore.

As we read the words of Amos, we realize
that he, as all the prophets, was one to whom
God was very near. And some day we should like
to meet Amos, that minor prophet, that simple
herdsman and dresser of sycamore trees, called
by God to denounce the social and moral de-
generacy of a generation long past. We must
do that same denouncing by imitating his con-
duct, his separateness from the surrounding evil,
consecrating our lives to God.

and Apollos

As the shepherd tends and loves his floek, so
Paul nurtured and loved the little churches along
the route of his former journeys.

The city of Ephesus was a great center of life
in Asia during the first century. The largest and
most flourishing city, it was the principal port of
Asia, one of the richest provinces of the empire.
It had suffered from an earthquake in A, D. 21,
but had heen splendidly restored with the aid
of the Emperor Tiberius.

In this city Paul found certain disciples who
were baptized unte John’s baptism, To them
Paul expounded the baptism of repentance that
they might believe in Christ Jesus, to which they
regponded, By laying his hands on them, Paul
imparted to them the Holy Spirit—a power which
they had not so much as heard of.

On one of his journeys, Paul had stopped brief-
ly at Ephesus to tell of the Mesgiah’s coming
and to impart to them his faith. Aquila and
Priscilla had come with Paul at that time; and
when Paul had departed, they remained to keep
alive the church Paul had planted.

One day a young man turned up at the Ephesus
synagogue. His name was Apollos. He began to

(Continued on page 24)
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A Study of I John 5:9-13

VERYTHING in this world is not to be ac-

cepted; everything is not to be believed. John
continues his admonitions, which are designed to
separate the people of God from the common lot
of men.

“If we receive the witness of men, the witness of
God is greater: for this is the witness of God which
he hath testified of his Son.

“He that believeth on the Son of God hath the
witness in himself: he that believeth not God hath
macde him a liar; because he believeth not the record
that God gave of his Son” (I John 5:9-10).

We are constantly believing what others say—
what members of our family say, what neighbors
say, what travelers report, what we read in books
or the daily news, We believe what witnesses
say in our courts. John says to all this: “The
witness of God is greater.” God is more true
and wise and good than the surest testimony of
men. Men may deceive; but God never does. Men
may speak from partial observation or uncertain
rumors; but God never does. Men may speak
from partial knowledge or misjudegment; but God
never does.

There are many reasons why the testimonies of
men may be untrue. But the testimony borne by
God is always true.

While in the days of John there were many
who denied that Jesus was the Son of God, to
the sincere Christian Jesus’ life was the most
powerful evidence of the saving gospel. The force
of the evidence was irresistible. When Jesus was
with them, John with the other disciples had ex-
claimed, “Of a truth thou art the Son of God”
(Matt. 14:33). Now, many years removed from
that experience, John retains his supporting
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faith: Jesus is the Son of God.

John says further, “He that believeth on the
Son of God hath the witness in himself,” that is,
he has a deep inner conviction. His belief is an
inward experience. It moves him to action. He
is a witness, not merely mentally but with all
his heart and soul, and mind and strength. He
is ready, like Jesus, to surrender his own ways
and will for that of the Father.

John continues, “He that believeth not God
hath made him a liar, because he believeth not
the record God gave of his Son.” If we doubt
or disbelieve anyone, we are charging him with
falsehood. Even so, John says plainly, if we dis-
believe what God has said concerning His Son,
we have made up our mind that He is a liar.
It is a fearful thought.

John now presents the climax of the faith.

“And this is the record, that God hath given to
us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He that
hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son
of God hath not life” (I John 5:11-12).

[ternal life is the Father’s to give (Rom. 6:
23). But it will be given by His Son. This is
His plan; He first gave us the living Word, le
provided a perfect living example for us to fol-
low, and the Father has given to Him the power
to judge and give life to all who make them-
selves worthy of it, according to His standards
(John 5:21-22). This is how we may receive “the
promise that he hath promised us, even eternal
life” (I John 2:25).

John speaks with an assurance that we are
anxious to achieve—God has given to us eter-
nal life. Farlier in his letter John spoke of eter-
nal life as a promise (I John 2:25). Neither he
nor the faithful believers had eternal life then,
for they are not alive today but are awaiting
the resurrection morning (John 5:28-29). No
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doubt John the Elder had by this time lived the
new life in Christ to such a far extent that he
thought of eternal life as being already his. Be-
cause of Jesus’ holy and righteous example Jesus
was able to say, “I am the way, the truth, and
the life” (John 14:6). If we follow Him and
suffer to the death every way of our old nature,
we like Paul and like John and like Peter shall
know that we have eternal life laid up for us.
This was what Paul looked forward to, when
“the Lord, the righteous judge, shall” come to give
life to all who “iove his appearing” (II Tim,
4:7-8). We all know that our bodily frames are
not pulsing with immeortal life now; but as we
make ourselves ready to receive that reward, the
promise becomes more and more real to us.

Continuing, John points out the consequences
of unbelief. If we accept not the gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ, we are ignmoring and reject-
ing the testimony of God. And, he that does not
believe is shut out from what the Son has power
to give—eternal life. All such Paul describes as
“having no hope, and without God in the world”
(Eph. 2:12). What a dismal condition to be in!

John, wishing to doubly impress what he has
said about belief in the Son of God and eternal
life, continues: :

“These things have I written unto you that be-
lieve on the name of the Son of God; that ye may
know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may
believe on the name of the Son of God” (I John
5:13).

John is writing to believers. They believe not
merely in the alphabetical letters which spell Je-
sus Christ, but in His person, His character, His
message, His commandments, These believers al-
ready know the way of salvation, but John wants
them to know over and over again that eternal
life is the end result! John the Elder has a pur-
pose behind his writing. By self-examination he
wants them to determine if they have fully
orasped eternal life. Have they? Do they know
its full weight and meaning? Do you? Do I? Have
I fully grasped the meaning of efernal life?

It is to be noted that John’s words are not di-
rected to certain young or wayward members who
need special care and attention; He writes to the
believers in general. Beginners, mid-way trav-
elers, or finishers, all need the reminder. He is
assured that they believe, but he wants them to
continue to believe, to persevere in their believ-
ing. John is desirous to so set eternal life before
them that they will continue to exercise their
faith in Jesus the Son of God. So John sees the
importance of placing before them again and
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again the power of the gospel, the life and the
hope which can be theirs in Christ Jesus.

In the human heart there is such proneness
to unbelief; faith so easily becomes cold. The cares
of life so easily distract the mind. Earthly allure-
ments come in to draw the affections away from
God.

Our minds must be continually inspired anew
to foilow in Jesus’ footsteps. No small part of
the Christian ministry therefore is to restate the
things of which the mind has been fully con-
vinced, to reinforce the evidenee which has been
felt and the grounds of hope and peace and joy
which have bheen firmly established again and
again, There is no danger of over-emphasis. John
writing to believers knew it was as important
to keep the soul as to comfort it. He knew it was
as important to save it from coldness and dead-
ness and formality as it was to impart the ele-
ments of spiritual life at the first.

It is as important to trim a vine, if one would
have grapes, as it is to set it out. It is as im-
portant to keep a garden from being overrun with
weeds in summer, as it is to plant it in the spring.
Both are necessary.

May believers everywhere help other believers
to so persevere in the faith that they may have
a full assurance of—eternal life! ®®
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Our Chance to Escape

With only a twelve-hour advance warning,
some fifty thousand residents of the Mississippi
Gulf Coast area fled northward before nightfall
of August 17, 1969, They barely escaped the fury
of hurricane Camille, one of the greatest storms
ever to hit the United States. How thankful they
were to be informed.

How many of us will escape the fury of the
wrath of God when it strikes our world? He gives
us plenty of warning. God kindly points out the
way of escape; to ignore and pass off the warning
would be foolish, for God does not take pleasure
in the death of anyone, “As I live, saith the
Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the
wicked: but that the wicked turn from his way
and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways;
for why will ye die, O house of Israel?”’ (Ezek.
33:11).

The condition the world is in should make us
buckle right down and really work that we may
{ind the way of escape.

—From A Reader in Wisconsin
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Resurrection Day

I hear the choir singing,

Dearest Lord, of Thee.

I hear the choir sing of those

Whe lived o life acceptable to Thee.

How on that Great Day called
Resurreetion Day,

They shall from their sleep awalkened be,
To help, and live in that great City,
Eternally, dear Lord, with Thee.

I hear the choir singing

Of those, dear Lord,

Who did not do thetr own will,
But sought Thy will to do.

I hear the choir singing
Of those who did agree,
To do Thy will, dear Lord,
But never did.

These shall awakened be
To shame and malcontent,
Destroyed forever, Lord,
To be no more.

I hear the choir singing—

And now, may we so live

So that on that great morn, called

Resurrection Day,

We shall be called, dear Lord,

To live eternally with Thee.
—Contributed
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Surrendered

In all the little things of life, Thyself, Lord, may I see;
In litile and in great alike reveal Thy love to me.

So shall my undivided life to Thee, my God, be given;
And all this earthly course I tread be one straight
path to Zion.

In order to mold thee into entire conformity
to His will, He must have thee pliable in Iiis
hands, and this pliability is more quickly reached
by yielding in the little things than even by the
greater. Thy one great desire is to follow Him
fully? Then canst thou not say a continual “yes”
to all His sweet commands, whether small or great,
and trust Him to lead thee by the shortest road
to thy fullest blessedness?

With meekness, humility, and diligence, apply
thyself to the duties of thy condition. They are
the seemingly little things which make no noise
but that do the business. —Selected.
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One day o small boy was trying to lift a heavy
stone, but he could not budge it. His father, pass-
ing by, stopped to wateh his efforts. Finally he
said to his son: “Are you using all your strength?”

“Yes, I am,” the boy eried exasperated.

“No,” the father said calmly, “you are nol, you
have not asked me to help you.”

Are we really taking full advantage of all our
strength? We cannot do this thing alone, we need
God’s help and we need each other’s help. Help
is mot only in ponfing out to ¢ brother a weakness
he may have, which he does not see as clearly
we do looking from outside in; help is also trying
to help him overcome this faull in any way we
can help.
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How to Triumph

The most satisfactory way to overcome these
evil deeds is to attack them at the first appearance.
The first desire, or the sudden feeling to stray
from the path of right, is much easier to restrain
and correct before the thought has taken lodge-
ment in our minds and is well established. We can-
not agree for our enemy to enter our house and
believe there will be room for him and us too.

Jesus’ manner of triumph over His hardship is
not a secret. It has been clearly written as an
example for us. We know it was by His frequent
petitions to the Father that He developed tihe
strength and learned to do His Father's will
And, of course, His life corresponded to His
prayers. When His popularity was high, He de-
parted into a solitary place and there prayed
(Mark 1:35). He did those things pleasing to the
Father. We can do the same, if we keep ourselves
near to the Lord our God. We cannot do this if
we are not willing to work for Him with all our
heart; and if we have not worked, if our work is
only half-way done and not properly done, the
Master will not be able to pay us.

Prayer is needful in resisting temptation. Per-
gigtent temptation can be attributed directly to
a lack of faith. There are some temptations easy
to resist, but, unfortunately, there are others
which, because of our inexperience or carelessness
we have allowed to cast us down. Prayer is need-
ful and beneficial, and we should realize that it
will profit nothing if we pray contrary to the
will of our Father.

Once we have chosen ourselves to work for the
Lord our God, the evil desires should be removed
or rooted out from our hearts entirely, so that
we may be safe from them.

—From a Friend in Liberia
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IBLE STUDY HOUR

UR Bible study today is based on

some words of Jesus in the
book of Luke. The lessons to be
gained from Luke 12 are many and
varied. There is the parable of the
Rich Fool, the value of watching, the
futility of worry, the vanity of earthly
possessions and the inestimable value
of treasure in heaven.

Jesus’ lessons have long since
ceased to impress the masses of
so-called Christians, but not so the
true Christian. Every real believer
watches and works as he waits for
the return of his Lord from heaven;
meanwhile the masses occupy them-
selves with the things of here and
now, the very things Jesus cautioned
against in this chapter.

Q. We profess to be true Chris-
tians, following the road that will
lead us to the Kingdom. The road to
destruction is said to be paved with
good intentions—but what might we
say the road to the Kingdom is paved
with?

A. Faith and works of righteous-
ness.

Q. Yes. If we are living as though
we expected our Lord, we must have
both. Could we have a few texts from
Scripture showing that works are as
vital as faith?

A. “He that saith, | know him, and
keepeth not his commandments, is
a liar, and the truth is not in him"
(I John 2:4).

Q. That is very good. Can we have
some others?

A. "If ye love me, keep my com-
mandments,” said Jesus (John 14:15).
That would infer that if we don't
keep His commandments, we don't
love Him.

Q. That certainly shows we have
something to do.

A. “Blessed are they that do his
commandments, that they may have
right to the tree of life, and may
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Get Ready to Meet the King

enter in through the gates into the
city" (Rev. 22:14). Those who don't
do His commandments will not meet
Him, for they will be outside the

city.

Q. Yes, that is right. There are
some good verses in James that we
have not yet had.

A. “But be ye doers of the word,
and not hearers only, deceiving your
own selves. For if any be a hearer
of the word, and not a doer, he is
like unto a man beholding his natural
face in a glass: For he beholdeth
himself, and goeth his way, and
straightway forgetteth what manner
of man he was. But whoso looketh
into the perfect law of liberty and
continueth therein, he being not a
forgetful hearer, but a doer of the
work, this man shall be blessed in
his deed” (Jas. 1:22-25).

Q. That is excellent proof that we
must be doers and not hearers only.
Belief must be coupled with obedi-
ence. William Barclay has some very
good thoughts on those verses.

A. Mr. Barclay says in his commen-
tary that James is here speaking
about the man who goes to church
on Sunday and listens to the ser-
mon—and thinks that maxes him a
good Christian. He deceives himsalf
by thinking that public wnorship s
enough. Such a man closes his eyes
to the fact that what is heard In
church must be lived in life or it
is of no avail. James says he is like
the man who loocks into a mirror and
sees that his face is dirty and that
his hair needs combing—but turns
away and does nothing about it. The
point is that “what is heard in the
holy place must be lived in the
market place—or there is no point
in hearing at all.”

Q. That is a good point for us to
remember: That which is heard in
the holy place must be lived in the

market place. Belief must be coupled
with obedience. It is not enough to
say, “l believe,” and then do nothing
to show that belief. Faith is neces-
sary, and it has been said that it is
quite an accomplishment to have
faith in something that cannot be
seen. Why is this such a major ac-
complishment?

A. Ordinarily seeing is believing.
We are naturally prone to be skep-
tical, doubting—like Thomas.

Q. What does the Bible say faith
is?

A. “Now faith is the substance of
things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen” (Heb. 11:1). Faith
is belief, and belief must precede
obedience. We cannot do unless we
first know what to do.

Q. We must have faith in God's
Word. What else can we safely have
faith in? We cannot have faith in
man. Man cannot fulfill what he pre-
dicts, nor can men zgree in their
predictions. The only COne to trust
in is God. And there is one we
shouid never trust in. Who is that?

A. Self. Paul said to have no con-
fidence in the flesh (Phil. 3:3).

Q. Not only can we have no con-
fidence in the flesh, but we must
fight against it. This is sometimes
tdescribed as warfare—a warfare be-
tween what and what?

A. Would it be between the old
man and the new?

Q. Yes—hut is that in the Bible?

A. It is in Ephesians 4:22-24. “That
ye put off concerning the former con-
versation the old man, which is cor-
rupt according to the deceitful lusts;
And be renewed in the spirit of
your mind; and that ye put on the
new man, which after God is created
in righteousness and true holiness.”

Q. What did Paul mean by the “old
man"'?
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A, The
nature.

natural man, the lower

@. Can we have some proof that
the “old man™ is the natural man,
cur old nature?

A. Colossians 3:8-10 describes the
deeds of the old man that have to
be put off. “But now ye also put off
all these; anger, wrath, malice, blas-
phemy, filthy communication out of
your mouth. Lie nct one to another,
seeing that ye have put off the ofd
man with his deeds; and have put
on the new man, which is renewed
in knowledge after the image of him
that created him.”

“If any man be in Christ, he is a
new creature: old things are passed
away: behold, all things are become
new” (If Cor. 5:17). The old things
would include all the ways of the
old man, all the ways of the flesh.
Al things must become new.

Q. There is another pgood verse on
the two natures in Galatians 3:16-17.
Gould someone please read it to the
class?

A. “This | say then, Walk in the
Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust
of the flesh. For the flesh lusteth
against the Spirit, and the Spirit
against the flesh: and these are con-
trary the one to the other: so that
ye cannot do the things that vye
would.”

Q. One of the newer translations
phrases it this way: “Live by the
Spirit, and you will not gratify the
desires of the sinful nature. For
the sinful nature desires what is
contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit
what is contrary to the sinful nature”
(NIV). This is what makes the con-
flict.

Now let us study Luke 12, begin-
ning at verse 22. Would someone
please read verse 227

A. “Therefore, | say unto you, Take
nc thought for your life, what vye
shall eat; neither for the body, what
ye shall put on.

@. When Christ said, “Take no
thought” for these things, what did
He mean? Are we just to forget such
things and trust that we will he
fed and clothed?

A. No, He meant to take no anx-
tous thought. Don't worry about it, or
be overly concerned about temporal
things. Give more thought to the
Kingdom.

Q. Yes. We know that we must give
14

some thought to providing for our
hodies, but the idea is not to let
it take up too much of our concern,
Newer translations carry the idea of
not worrying about such things as
food and clothing. According to our
Scripture lessan, who makes seeking
food and drink their aim in life?

A. The pagans. Verses 29 and 30
in the Jerusalem Bible reads: “But
you, you must not set your hearts
on things to eat and things to drink;
nor must you worry. It is the pagans
of this world who set their hearts
on all these things” Verse 31 says,
“No; set your hearis on his kingdom,
and these other things will be given
you as well”

Q. That is very good. But whal is
the definition of “pagans”?

A. Pagans are worshipers of false
gods, According to the dictionary, a
pagan is one who is unenlightened.
He has never known the true God.

Q. Yes. Pagans are not nacessarily
those who lived many years ago.
There are many pagans living today.
We can be pagans ourselves if we
are living as though we were unen-
lightened, doing things just te sat-
isfy our “old man,” our old nature,
and not keeping the commandments.
But if we are living the life Christ
wants us to live, we do not have to
worry about the future—our future
will be taken care of by God. God
wanis to give the Kingdom to His
own. Will someone guote Luke 12:327

A. “Fear not, little flock; for it is
your Father’'s good pleasure to give
you the kingdom.”

Q. Why do you think Jesus used
the term “little flock”?

A. God's people have always been
in the minority; they have never
been many in number.

Q. What do we have in Scripture
to indicate that the number was
small in the past and that it con-
tinved small in number?

A. Moses described them as the
fewest of all people in Deuteron-
omy 7:7.

Q. How could we say that the Isra-
elites were ‘“the fewest of all peo-
ple?” 1 think 1 recall that when they
were numbered after reaching the
Promised Land that there were
600,000 ahle-bodied men, able to go
to war. That would mean that there
were perhaps three million or more
in all.

A They were all part of the
nation of Israel, but he must have
referred to a group within the nation,
They would be those that were Jews
indeed.

Q. What is a Jew indeed?

A. Paul described the Jew indeed
or the true Jew in Romans 2:28-29:
“For he is nat a Jew, which is one
outwardly; neither is that circumci-
sion, which is outward in the flesh:
But he is a Jew, which is gne in-
wardly; and circumcision is that of
the heart, in the spirit, and not in
the letter; whose praise is not of
men, but of God.” A Jew indeed is
anyone, Jew or Gentile, who fears God
and works righteousness (Acts 10:
34-35).

Q. Yes, we must also hecome Jews
indeed. But can we have some more
proof of the litile flock, the fact that
God's people are few?

A. lsaiah spoke of them as a “very
smail remnant” in the 9th verse of
the first chapter, and in the I7th
chapter he says they shall be as
“gleaning grapes” and as ‘“two or
three berries in the top of the upper-
most bough” of an olive tree. That
wouldn’t indicate many.

@. Nao, it wouldn't. But hew about
New Testament times? Were there
many following Jesus?

A. Ng, After all His miracles there
were only 120 gathered in Jerusalem
to wait for the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:
15). Five thousand had been fed at
ong time and four thousand at an-
other!

0. Did Jesus say anything about
what we could expect in our day?
A. He indicated there would not
be many. In Luke 17 He said that
at His second coming it would be
as it was in the days of Noah and
also as it was in the days of Lot
Even fewer were saved then—only
Lot and his two daughters escaped
the wicked cities. And only Neah
and his family were saved n the
ark.

Q. That would be few. Jesus said
something else about “few” in an-
other place.

A. When He contrasted the two
gates He said many would enter the
wide gate and the broad way, but
“strait is the gate, and narrow is
the way, which Ileadeth unto life,
and few there be that find it" (Matt.
7:13-14),
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Q. Yes. There will he many in the
broad way, but enly a few will be
ready to meet Christ when He re-
turns. Would someone read verse 33
of our lesson?

A. “Sell that ye have, and give
alms; provide yourselves bags which
wax not old, a treasure in the heav-
ens that faileth not, where no thief
approacheth, neither moth corrupteth.”

8. Could we have some thoughis
on this verse? Are we supposed to
sell all our propetty and give away
the proceeds?

A. No, if we did, we would be poor
and have to beg. We have to give up
our thoughts and ways for God's
thoughts and ways. We have to sell
out to the Lord.

@. What is meant by having “treas-
ure in heaven?’ And how can we
get it?

A. Our reward is in heaven—that is
our treasure, and it will be brought
to us by Jesus when He returns
{I Pet. 5:4). Unless we have a good
record in God's hook we have no
treasure in heaven, hence will re-
ceive no reward,

Q. Yes. We must lay up good, pure
thoughts and righteous deeds—our
thoughts, words and actions must
be those that are recognized and
recorded in heaven. Who does the
recording?

A. God's angels. Malachi 3:16-17
tells about God's book of remem-
brance. Those that are written in it
will  be rewarded when Christ
comes.

Q. Can we have some Bible proof
that our reward comes with Jesus
from heaven?

A. “Behold, | come quickly; and
my reward is with me, to give every
man according as his work shall
be” (Rev. 22:12).

There is another good text in
Philippians: “For our [citizenship}
is in heaven; from whence also we
look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus
Christ: Who shall change our [low-
ly] body, that it may be fashioned
like unto his glorious body” (3:20-
21, Sccfield Reference Bible).

Q. Why did Jesus use the illustra-
tion of treasure that could be moth-
eaten?

A. Back in Bible times a man’s
wealth was often in the form of
costly garments which could be eas-
ily ruined by moths. His hearers
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would understand such an illustra-
tion because they knew moths could
destroy a garment. They would know
that He meant for them to gain
treasure that could not be de-
stroyed.

Q. Yes. If a man has treasure in
heaven, it will be good for all time;
but if his treasures are of earth,
sometlay he must say good-by to
them. When death comes, a man’s
earthly treasure helongs to some-
body else; bhut his treasure in heav-
en is his for all time.

Matthew told about a treasure
that was hidden somewhere. Could
someone tell us about it?

A. It is in Matthew 13:44, “Again,
the kingdom of heaven is like unto
treasure hid in a field; the which
when a man hath found, he hideth,
and for joy thereof goeth and sell-
eth all that he hath, and buyeth
that field.”

Q. What is the lesson here?

A. We have to sell out all in
order to obtain the treasure of eter-
nal life. It will require our all to
obtain that treasure.

@. Yes. That does not mean that
we have to sell all our person-
al belongings and our houses, hut
that we have to be willing to do
whatever God asks. This treasure
will be worth more to us than any-
thing else in the world. Why?

A. Because it means eternal life,

Q. Yes. Unless we are ready to
meet the King, unless we make the
Kingdom first in our lives, nothing
in this life has any lasting worth.
We neged to think about where we
are going, what we are doing.
Whether we eat, drink or whatever
we do, what must we do?

A. Do all to the glory of God
(1 Cor. 10:31).

Q. That enters into every aspect
of life. What did Paul say along
this line in Romans 8:13?

A. "For if ye live after the flesh,
ye shall die: but if ye through the
Spirit do mortify the deeds of the
body, ye shall live.”

Q. We cannot have everything in
this world and expect anything in
the future. Could we have a few
texts on the thought that we can-
not have both worlds?

A. Joshua called on the children
of Israel to choose whether they

would serve the gods of their an-
cestors or the true God (Josh., 24:
15).

@ Yes. What were Adam and Eve
told way back in the beginning?

A. They had to choose whether to
vhey God or not, God told them
they could eat of every tree in the
garden except the tree of good and
evil. God is still warning mankind
that they cannot partake of the tree
of good and evil if they would have
eternal life. He demands that we be
all good, with no evil mixed in.

Q. That is good. The man who at-
tempts to have both worlds at the
same time misses out on both, for
God has no use for fence-sitters.
Could we have further proof for this
statement?

A. The apostle James said that
the double-minded man is unstable
in all his ways (1:6-8).

Paul said we cannot eat of the
Lord’s table and of the table of
devils.

Q. Yes. If we want that treasure
in heaven, we must invest all we
have and are. If we are satisfied
with this life only, we can have our
own way now, but that will be all
we will bhave. That would be like
the pagans. This life is all they will
get. If we hope to see the dawn
of that day of prosperity and hap-
piness, we must give up our ways
and get treasure in heaven.

To get back to our lesson, would
someong read Luke 12:35-36 please?

A. “Let your loins be girded about,
and your lights burning; and ve
yourselves like unto men that wait
for their Lord, when he will return
from the wedding; that when he
cometh and knocketh, they may open
unto him immediately.”

Q. What are the loins that must
be girded? Peter had something to
say ahout it.

A. The loins are the loins of our
mind. Peter said, “Wherefore gird
up the loins of your mind, be sober,
and hope to the end for the grace
that is to bhe brought unto you at
the revelation of Jesus Christ”
{1 Pet. 1:13).

Q. What did it mean at that time
to “gird up the loins"?

A. William Barclay sheds some
light on the meaning of girding up
the loins. In the east men wore
long flowing robes girded at the
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waist by a broad belt known as a
girdle. When running, or strenuous
exercise was called for, they pulled
the robe up and tightened the gir-
dle to hold it up. So for the Chris-
tian to “gird up the loins” would
be to prepare for running, for stren-
uous exercise. To "“gird up the loins
of the mind" would be to be pre-
pared for strenuous mental endeav-
or, to increase faith, to think things
out.

Q. If we are getting ready to meet
the King, we will have the loins of
our mind girt with truth. Our hope
will he set on His ceming and in
that hope we can endure the trials
of the present. But before Christ
comes, who will come—and why?

A. Elijah must first come to bring
in a great moral reformation. The
prophet Malachi finished his proph-
ecy with the promise of the coming
of Elijah the prophet.

Q. Where does the idea
restoration  or
from?

A. Jesus said in answer to the
disciples’ question, “Elias [Greek far
Elijah] truly shall first come, and
restore all things (Matt. 17:11). The
original Greek for “restore  all
things” carries the meaning of a
great moral reformation.

of a
reformation come

Q. Surely one is needed today!
Why?

A. People seem to have lost their
sense of values. They spend bil-
lions each year for cigarettes and
intoxicating beverages—and hillions
more  trying to solve the health
problems they create.

Q. Could we mention some other
things that need changing?

A. Drug abuse—especially among
youths—has become a major prab-
lem in our land. Pornography is fur-
ther deadening the moral sense of
our nation.

Q. Yes, there will be none of it
after Elijah comes. Qur world would
not have it today except for the
money involved. Some people will
do almost anything to increase their
treasure in this world. They give no
thought to treasure in heaven. But
white *“evil men and seducers wax
worse and worse,” what must we
he doing?

A. We must be deoing good and
getting better as fast or faster than
the world is getting worse,
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Q. Could we have a few texts to
show what we should be doing to
get ready to meet the King?

A. Paul said, “l Kkeep under my
body, and bring it into subjection:
lest that by any means, when |
have preached to others, | myself
should be a castaway” (I Cor. 9:27).
Paul was making sure that he saved
himself, not just others.

Jesus said, "Watch and pray, that
ye enter not into temptation” {Matt.
26:41). To be tempted is not sin, but
to yield to temptation is sin.

& We use the word “watch” a
great deal. But does it mean that
we are to sit looking out the win-
dow, watching for Christ to return,
or to get a telescope and peer into
the heavens to see if He is on His
way? Just what do we mean when
we say wea should be watching?

A. If we are watching we will not
be looking out the window or
through a telescope for His arrival,
but we will be getting ourselves
ready, making sure that we are
worthy of meeting Him. We must be
alert for His coming, holding the
things of this world with a loose
hand so that we can drop them at
a moment’s notice.

Q. That is a good point. We must
not become too attached to the
things of this life. What are some
of the things we must watch?

A. We have to watch our words,
for Jesus said, “By thy words thou
shalt be justified, and by thy words
thou shalt be condemned” (Matt, 12;
37). Every idle word will have to

be accounted for in the day of
Judgment.
@. That is a serious thought.

What about our light?

A. We have to let it shine so
that others will know that we are
getting ready to meet the King. We
cahnot put it under a bushe!. Jesus
said, “Let your light so shine be-
fore men, that they may see your
good works” (Matt. 5:16).

Q. Yes, we will not let our lamps
go out like the foolish virgins in
Jesus’ parable; but as the song
says, we will keep them trimmed
and burning. What is the lesson for
us in this parable?

A. To be ready to meet the King
and waiting for His return. The
foolish  virgins went to replenish
their supply of oil when it was too
late to buy. The time will come
when it will be too late to prepare
to meet Him. “Watch therefore, for
ye know neither the day nor the
hour wherein the Son of man
cometh” (Matt. 25:13). Jesus Himself
made this application of the para-
ble.

Q. That is a good lesson for us.
We do not know just when our Lord
will come, but if we have had time
to get ready before He comes there
will be no time to get ready after.
Those watching and working will
never be taken by surprise. How are
we to wait?

A. We must wait patiently. “Rest
in the Lord, and wait patiently for
him” (Ps. 37:7).

Q. Does that mean that we just
sit down and wait for Him?

A. No, lJesus said, *Occupy till
| come” (Luke 19:13). We have fo
make use of the things He has en-
trusted to us in His absence. We
must provide for ourselves, and at
the same time be laying up “in
store for [ourselves] a good founda-
tion against the time to come, that
[we] may lay hold on eternal life”
(1 Tim. 6:19).

Q. There is one more “watching”
verse that we would like to close
with. Shall we repeat in unison Mark
13:35-377

A. “"Watch vye therefore: for ye
know not when the master of the
house cometh, at even, or at mid-
night, or at the cockcrowing, or in
the morning: Lest coming suddenly
he find you sleeping. And what |
say unto you [ say unto all, Watch.”
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When Jesus comes to reward His servants,
Will He find us doing right?
Faithful to Him will He find us watching,
With our lamps 2/l trimmed and bright?
Oh, can we say we are ready, brother?
Ready for the great white throne?
Say, will He find you and me still watching,
Waiting, waiting when the Lord shall come?
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Repent-Or Else

EPENT! . . . or else . . .” This stinging re-

buke was first addressed to the church at
Ephesus. Ephesus was the center of the Roman
government in Asia, also an important business
center, being situated on the highway which con-
nected that area with the Euphrates. It became
also the center of the Christian Church in Asia.
Paul visited this church on his second missionary
journey, and on his third journey he spent two
years there teaching the gospel.

But Ephesus was also a center of pagan wor-
ship and the influence of paganism was felt in
the church. The city was celebrated as the place
of the image of Diana, and her worship rivaled
that of the true God. But apparently at this time,
without the apostle Paul to exhort and direct,
the church had lost its fervor. They had labored
and borne fruit in the past, but now they were
resting on their laurels, hence the need for this
stern warning from Jesus: “Repent and do the
first works; or else I will come unto thee
quickly, . . . except thou repent” (Rev. 2:4-5).

Repent! Do it now, before it is too late! When
enthusiasm departs, loyalty soon follows. Rekindle
those fires of holy faith! Stir yourselves to labor
for the Lord. The choice is yours: “To him that
overcometh will 1 give to eat of the tree of life,”
or “I will remove thy candlestick out of his place,
except thou repent.”

In Pergamos there was sharp conflict between
emperor worship and the worship of God. Rome
demanded the worship of the emperor above all
else; Christianity demanded the worship of God
only. The result: conflict and much suffering at
the hands of the cruel Romans. To be a Chris-
tian in Pergamos was to live in the shadow of
death. Some remained faithful and for them
there were words of commendation. But some re-
lented and joined the “mystery cults,” one of
which was the “Nicolaitanes.” These cults were
idolatrous and immoral. Christians could have no
part with such. Separate yourselves from among
them, was the message from Christ. “Repent!”
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“Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen,
and repent, and do the first works: or else I will come
unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick
out of his place, except thou repent.”

—Revelation 2:5

Turn from these idols and worship God only. “To
him that overcometh will T give to eat of the
hidden manna, . . . and a new name”’—or else
“T will come unto thee quickly” (Rev. 2:16-17).

The church in Thyatira was another small
Christian oasis surrounded by the world. Thya-
tira was noted for its purple dyes. It was the
hometown of Lydia, the first Gentile convert of
Paul on his second missionary journey. Here idol
worship prevailed and immorality was rife. A
few staunch Christians held their ground in this
city, but for many the temptation had already
proved too great and they had yielded.

The chief troublemaker—bad enough to be
identified as “Jezebel”—had been given an op-
portunity to repent but had refused. Now she
and her consorts are warned that they face “great
tribulation, except they repent.”

The church had once flourished; they had even
shown improvement. They were praised for their
good qualities—charity, service, faith, patience.
But they were not all clean. “Repent!” Cast out
the Jezebel and remove the idols. Wash and be-
come clean, for “I will give unto every one of
you according to your works.” Repent—or else!

Sardis also needed the stirring message. Sardis
had a name that they had earned in times past,
but now they were living on their reputation. They
had more reputation than character. But past
works can never cover present sins. In reality,
they were spiritually dead. They tried to appear
alive, to maintain their good name; but Jesus
knew the difference. They were dead.

In this center of paganism there were a few,
however, who were still alive. To those living on
their reputation the message was clear: Repent—
or else, Wake up! Bring forth fruits to show
that you live. Make your garments clean like those
who are alive among you, then you too “shall
walk with me in white.” “He that overcometh, . . .
I will not blot out his name out of the book of
life,” but if you will not repent, “I will come
on thee as a thief.”
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Laodicea may have had faithful workers in
the church at an earlier date. Paul made note
in his letter to the Colossians that the Epistle
be read to the church at Laodicea, so they re-
celved sound Christian doctrine and exhortation.
But to us who live 1900 years later, Laodicea is
synonomous with lukewarmness, The church was
neither cold nor hot, neither good nor bad—and
this was a serious state to be in.

They thought they were all right. Their works
looked good enough to them, for they had every-
thing they wanted. They had just enough religion
to be satisfied with themselves.

But in reality they had need of all things. They
had become complacent and failed to realize their
need. They had a form of godliness, for they
were still called a church. But pretense is not
practice. A form of godliness is no substitute
for spirituality.

Let us hear, let us receive instruction, while
there is still time to change ourselves. For “whom
the Lord loveth, he chasteneth™; “be zealous there-
fore, and repent.”

Repent, Repent

Just what does it mean?

The message of repentance was not new with
the Letters to the Seven Churches. We read that
when Jesus began IHis ministry, He “came into
Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of
God, and saying, . . Repent ye, and believe
the gospel” (Mark 1:14-15). John the Baptist
had preached a similar message before Him:
“Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.

. Bear fruit that befits repentance” (Matt,
32:2,8 KJV and RSV). Peter began preaching
repentance immediately after Pentecost. And it
is not strange, for among Jesus’ last recorded
words to Tfis disciples before His ascension was
the command to preach “repentance and remis-
sion of sins . . . among all nations, beginning at
Jerusalem” (Luke 24:47).

Jesus and the apostles never minimized sin or
the need for repentance. They proclaimed the
coming of a new order; their message: Get ready
for it; acknowledge the authority of Christ; re-
pent.

Repentance is moral honesty. There can be no
forgiveness except on the basis of an honest fac-
ing of the facts, a turning from sin. It is always
possible to turn over a new leaf, to make a new
start no matter how serious the sin. It is always
possible, so long as opportunity is extended; but
the time will come when it will be too late. “He
will not always chide: neither will he keep his
anger forever” (Ps. 103:9).
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True repentance is the key to salvation. It is
turning from the way of death, darkness, error
and ignorance to the way of life, light, knowl-
edge, and salvation.

The Bible does not teach unconditional for-
giveness. The assurance of mercy must always
be preceded by repentance. There has to be a
movement Godward on man’s part, before God
will respond. Tt is only if we confess and for-
sake that e will forgive (Prov. 28:13).

Eternal justice and righteousness demands re-
pentance first, followed by fruits—deeds befitting
the Christlike life. Qur sin—small or great—
will not be automatically washed “white as gsnow”
until we turn from it and show our repentance
by obedience to God’s will.

God has honored us by giving us a part to
play in ocur own salvation. How we play that
part determines our eternal destiny. The choice
is up to each of us. It is “Repent—or else.”

Who s
Knocking?

“Behold, 1 stand at the door, and knock: if any
man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come
in to him, and will sup with him, end he with me.”

—Rerelation 3:20

OU HEARD that knock. You did not recog-
nize it? You do not know who knocked?

Your ignorance betrays wvou. Do you not
claim to belong to His family? Do you not say
that you long for His presence? And when IHe
comes knocking at your door, you do not make
any response? How can you do it! How can you
leave someone whom you profess to love standing
out in the cold?

However, at the church of Laodicea, this was
apparently the case. Tt was as if Jesus had come
to their door and knocked, and they had ignored
Him. By their actions they were saying that
Jesus was not welcome in their midst.

This was a change. What had happened? Per-
haps it was because their flaming =zeal had
cooled; now they were neither cold nor hot. Now
they had at the most only half a heart for
Him.

Whatever the reason, it is apparent that the
loving devotedness was gone. He whom they had
loved had become a stranger; or if not a com-
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plete stranger, at most a little-known acquaint-
ance. They seemed quite content to ignore His
knocking. ‘

Shall we not consider these words as written
for us? “Behold, 1 stand at the door and knock.”
He stands and knocks at owr door also—not
literally but in a figurative sense. He wants ad-
mission to our hearts, our minds, our lives; He
wants us to accept His authority, His thoughts,
His ways, and His promises—all of which are
available to us through the words He =zpoke,
and which have been written for our learninz.

And so He knocks. He does not grow impa-
tient right away and leave; but neither will He
knock forever., He may not even knock a second
time. Life is short, opportunity is passing. There
may be but a short time for us to get acquainted
with Him; too soon will have passed our op-
portunity to sup with Him and He with us if
we do not heed His knocking now.

“Behold, 1 stand at the door and knock.” We
as individuals who have vowed our desire for
the greater life are responsible for the answer
we give Him. The latch is on the inside, and it
is up to each of us to lift it, open the door and
invite Him in. He will not force His way in;
he ig no Gustapo police; He must be invited.

Christ’s life was a teaching life. His life was
an exemplary life. It was His divine mission for
more than three vears to manifest the mind of
God in the various experiences that make up
human life, to show others the way to a better
life. Security in this world was not His first con-
cern; neither were political problems His care.
His philosophy was simple: “Render to Caesar
the things that are Caesar’s and to God the
things that are God’s” And having given Caesar
what Caesar was due, He could concentrate the
far greater portion of His mind and life on
what He could give to God.

Should we not long to open the door to this
Master of men, so that we may listen to His
kind voice, that voice that speaks of the glories
that can be ours in the world to come, that life
free from care, from sorrow, sickness and pain,
that life that will be beyond our comprehension
for greatness? Should we not long to listen to
that voice that speaks of the love God holds in
store for all who truly love Him, that love so
far surpassing any love known on earth that it
is truly “love divine all loves excelling”? Should
we not long to listen to that voice that speaks
of the glory and grace of sacrifice and submis-
sion, those rich qualities that can adorn every
earthly life with the beauty of holinesg?

But so long as He stands outside, knocking,
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all that could be ours is not yet claimed. Only
as we invite Him in and sup with Him can we
enjoy what He has to offer us.

He would teach us to forsake the follies of
this world going to destruction and come, take
up our cross and follow Him. He would have us
count the things of this world as nothing com-
pared with the magnificent future He has
planned.

Think what it means to open the door to
Christ even now. It means opening our minds
to the noblest aspirations available to men. It
means dwelling in the presence of the best, shar-
ing the thoughts of the greatest person ever to
live on earth, the Son of God Himself! What
honor and glery in this! Should we not be will-
ing, even anxious, to hear His knock and open
the door?

And should we not thank Him that even in
this day, so far removed from His earthly ca-
reer, we can still hear His knock, His voice
sounding to us through those words written of
oid? They are living words, still ringing their
clear message of entreaty: “Behold, I stand at
the door and knock: if any man hear my voice,
and open the door, T will come in to him, and
will sup with him, and he with me” (Rev. 3:
20). Only as we listen, only as we pay attention
to Hisz words and accept His feaching as the
ruiing authority in our lives can Christ, this
spiritual Christ, “dwell in our hearts by faith”
and we be ‘“rooted and grounded in” Him
(Eph. 2:17).

When He knocks, it is our duty to open the
door. He does His part; we must do ours. And
what are the doors we may open to Him?

First there ig the door of the intellect, that
door by which we can learn His law and His
plan for this earth and the high qualities of life
demanded by His holy will.

Again, we may learn of the evidence He has
provided to complete our faith, fulfilled proph-
ecy that testifies to the certainty of His words.

Again, He knocks at the door of love. He
wants our affections, our interests, our fond-
est dreams and aspirations in this world. He
would also teach us the love that we should show
to one another in His name, that same quality
of love that He has shown to us. For indeed, is
it not “of the Lord’s mercies that we are not
consumed, because his compassions fail not. They
are new every morning: great is thy faithful-
ness” (Lam. 3:22-23). His kindness shows us
what ours needs to be toward our fellowmen
and toward God. And see His forgiving spirit
as He teaches us to pray, “Forgive us our debts,
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as we forgive our debtors.” It is as much as to
say, “Take my life, Father, and use me as it
pleaseth Thee.”

There is also the door of promise, and here
too we should be anxious to open and let Him
enter. What other ground have we for hope? We
may be young and full of vitality, but one day
we will begin to falter, our strength will weak-
en, and what lies ahead will seem dismaying. If
Christ is not dwelling with us, we know that
soon death will be knocking at our door and
will not hesitate to enter, and that will be final,
But if we have opened the door to Christ, hope
will be all aflame and before us will be the pic-
ture of the empty tomb and the risen Lord who
conquered death and is now alive forevermore.
We hear His precious words of comfort, “Be-
cause [ live, ye shall live also.”

Are we listening for His knock that we may
open this door to Him?

And if we let Him in now, think of the doors
that He will open to us in the future! Then

there will be the door of freedom, freedom to
expand the mind in high desires and goals soar-
ing into the ultimate world that shall be! And
think of the desires that may be fulfilled when
we are able to ask what we will and have it done
unte us! Think what it will be when He opens
to us the door of immortality and invites us
into that higher life where we may partake of
the divine nature. Think of what it will be like
to live forever in a timeless world!

But now He stands at our door, knocking,
knocking. What a blessing awaits us when we
open the door of our heart to such a visitor, one
we can trust assuredly in everything, one we
can listen to with rapt attention and know He
speaks the truth. When we do let Him in, we
surely want to let Him search with His piercing
eyes, looking into the deep recesses of our
hearts that He may reveal to us any sin lurk-
ing there.

Did I hear it again? Someone is knocking. Do
vou hear it? Do you still wonder who it is? e®

Remember
... Watch

“Remember therefore how thou hast received and
heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou
shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, end
thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon

thee.”
—Revelation 3:3

IT IS part of the message of the risen Lord;

it is a message of urgent entreaty. His people
must be roused out of their spiritual lethargy
to face their moral obligations before it is too
late. Remember every day, every hour, He says;
don’t waver. This is not the time for reserved
obedience, for hesitation in the cause we have
vowed to uphold and support with unshakable
steadfastness. Be rooted and grounded. No mat-
ter if the present-day tests sorely press and
vex, hold fast. Be strong to resist the temptation
to conform your ideals to current patterns of
thought and conduct. Do not let what vou were
given and what you were taught slip {rom
your grasp.

Jesug would remind us that the prospect of
life hereafter is a very thrilling one when truth
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is fresh and enthusiasm runs high. It is easy
to remember then. But if you want the full re-
ward, look well to yourselves; hold your ground
and stand fast. When all sorts of trials and
temptations come upon the scenes of life, rest-
lessness and impatience may come also. At such
a time it is possible for the spiritual glow to
dim and enthusiasm fo wane. At such times,
remember.

A life of dedicated service can, if one is not
exceedingly careful, slip back unconsciously into
a sleepy, “has-been” service. It doesnt take
much to settle down into a comfortable, relaxed
condition. A simple, deliberate indulgence in sin
or a little neglect will do it. This not only affects
us personally, but a bad example can and usually
does produce a like influence on others.

One moment of self-gratification and then an-
other and yet one more leads us to trade the
eternal values for a mess of worldly pottage,
and soon the promise of the world to come Is
lost. What is the corrective? ILeave the fleeting
things of this fast dying world strictly alone.
Rise to life’s challenge and become a hero of
faith.

The Lord’s deep concern for our spiritual
success ig manifested here. In the days of His
flesh, when He was tempted in all points like
as we are, He was all too familiar with our
weaknesses. He knew firsthand that man’s in-
grained tendency is to be Jax; He knew the
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many guises of evil which would seduce and
lead astray. Thus He can say, As it was in My
day, so if i in yours. In your modern age of
synthetic values and a host of worldly attraec-
tions, there will be all the more menaces to your
spiritual wholeness. Not only iz it a battle, a
campaign, and a contest; it is also an endurance
test. A harsh life some may ecall it, for every-
thing we have wished for in this life, every am-
bition and desire that is contrary to the law of
God must be sacrificed on the altar of rigid self-
denial. There must be submission, surrender
and discipline. But at the end of it all there is
life, a crown, and a royal throne. So, says Jesus,
be faithful to My cause from the beginning to
the end, whether you are stationed in the kitch-
en, in the office, on the farm, or in the factory.
What you have begun, complete; never stop. Be
faithful, and I will not blot your name out of
the book of life, but I will confess it before my
Father, and before His angels (Rev, 8:5).

There is no real believing without heating
and doing. The Word of the Lord is the instrue-
tion of wisdom sent down from heaven to teach
and prepare for salvation. Unlike the teachings
of men which require only a nominal belief,
the message of salvation must be heard on
every point and acted out daily. The Word gives
us the opportunity to believe; and having heard
the Word, to keep and obey it. It is not only
knowledge to think about and revel in; it is the
way of life to be lived. “Remember, . . . hold
fast, and repent.” “Take fast hold of instruec-
tion, let her not go: keep her; for she is thy
life” (Prov. 4:13).

So Jesus tells us, Watch and pray. I, your
Lord and Judge am coming soon, suddenly like
a thief in the night. A thief, as you know, does
not announce the hour of his coming. I may do
the same and give you a surprise. While you
are working, keep on the alert and be watch-
ful, lest evil come upon you unawares. Despite
the modern-day permissiveness and easy-going
tolerance, keep a firm grip on this truth. Do
not sway from it to something else. Don’t drift
into procrastination. Bring forth fruit answer-
able to amendment of life. Change your ways
wherever change is necessary; change them
drastically, and you will receive My honor now
and forevermore, o ®
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All other knowledge is hurtful to him who has not
honesty and good mature.
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We Need Repentance

We Americans have in the last several years
seen the scandal of Watergate, which involved
high officials, including the President of the United
States. Many of those involved have since paid
for their misconduct with prison terms and with
shame.

It seems that in today’s society, the greatest
crime is getting caught. Those who get away and
are not found out—well, to them belong the gains.
But the Bible cries out, “Evil will be found out.”
Divine justice cries out, “Sin will be recompensed.”

If men fear the condemnation of fellow humans,
how much more sheould they fear that One who
“knoweth the secrets of the heart”? (Ps. 44:21).

These things should be a lesson to us. Are we
also adopting the standards of the world? Do we
think, “It's all right, nobody knows”? Our wrong-
doings may not be as hateful as those of the world
around us, but they are no less sinful. Ours may
be a personzal ambition disguised as zeal for
the Lord.

We need repentance. We need to be truly sorry
for our sins. We need to turn to God in utter hu-
mility and sincerity and say, “I have sinned,” and
then do what is right. We will, if we remember
that “all things are naked and opened unto the eyes
of him with whom we have to do” (Heb. 4:13).

From a Friend in Wisconsin
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True Love

Abide in me; o'ershadow by Thy love.

Each half-formed purpose and dark thought of sin;
Quench, ere it rise, each selfish, low desire.

And keep my soul as Thine, calin and divine.

The spirit of love must work the works, and
speak the tones of love. It cannot exist and give
no sign, or a false sign.

It cannot be a gpirit of love, and degenerate
into irritable and selfish impatience.

It cannot be a spirit of love, and at the same
time make self the prominent object.

It cannot rejoice to lend itself to the happiness
of others, and at the same time be seeking its
own.

It cannot be generous, and envious.

It cannot be sympathizing, and unseemlyv: self-
forgetful, and vainglorious.

It cannot delight in the rectitude and purity
of other hearts, and yet unnecessarily suspect
them.

—Selected
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Laodicea may have had faithful workers in
the church at an earlier date. Paul made note
in his letter to the Colossians that the Epistle
be read to the church at Laodicea, so they re-
ceived sound Christian doctrine and exhortation.
But to us who live 1900 years later, Laodicea is
synonomous with lukewarmness. The church was
neither cold nor hot, neither good nor bad—and
this was a serious state to be in.

They thought they were all right. Their works
looked good enough to them, for they had every-
thing they wanted. They had just enough religion
to be satisfied with themselves.

But in reality they had need of all things. They
had become complacent and failed to realize their
need. They had a form of godliness, for they
were still called a church. But pretense is not
practice. A form of godliness is no substitute
for spirituality.

Let us hear, let us receive instruction, while
there is still time to change ourselves. For “whom
the Lord loveth, he chasteneth”; “be zealous there-
fore, and repent.”

Repent, Repent

Just what does it mean?

The message of repentance was not new with
the Letters to the Seven Churches. We read that
when Jesus began His ministry, He “came into
Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of
God, and saying, . . Repent ye, and believe
the gospel” (Mark 1:14-15). John the Baptist
had preached a similar message before Him:
“Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.

. . Bear fruit that befits repentance” (Matt.
3:2,8, KJV and RSV). Peter began preaching
repentance immediately after Pentecost. And it
is not strange, for among Jesus’ last recorded
words to His disciples before His ascension was
the command to preach “repentance and remis-
sion of sins . . . among all nations, beginning at
Jerusalem” (Luke 24:47).

Jesus and the apostles never minimized sin or
the need for repentance. They proclaimed the
coming of a new order; their message: Get ready
for it; acknowledge the authority of Christ; »e-
pent.

Repentance is moral honesty. There can be no
forgiveness except on the basis of an honest fac-
ing of the facts, a turning from sin. It is always
possible to turn over a new leaf, to make a new
start no matter how serious the sin. It is always
possible, so long as opportunity is extended; but
the time will come when it will be too late. “He
will not always chide: neither will he keep his
anger forever” (Ps. 103:9).
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True repentance is the key to salvation. It is
turning from the way of death, darkness, error
and ignorance to the way of life, light, knowl-
edge, and salvation.

The Bible does not teach unconditional for-
giveness. The assurance of mercy must always
be preceded by repentance. There has to be a
movement Godward on man’s part, before God
will respond. It is only if we confess and for-
sake that He will forgive (Prov. 28:13).

Eternal justice and righteousness demands re-
pentance first, followed by fruits—deeds befitting
the Christlike life. Our sin—small or great—
will not be automatically washed “white as snow”
until we turn from it and show our repentance
by obedience to God’s will.

God has honored us by giving us a part to
play in our own salvation. How we play that
part determines our eternal destiny. The choice
is up to each of us. It is “Repent—or else.”

Who |s
Knocking?

“Behold, 1 stand at the door, and knock: if any
man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come
in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.”

—Revelation 3:20

OU HEARD that knock. You did not recog-
nize it? You do not know who knocked?

Your ignorance betrays you. Do you not
claim to belong to His family? Do you not say
that vou long for His presence? And when He
comes knocking at your door, you do not make
any response? How can you do it! How can you
leave someone whom you profess to love standing
out in the cold?

However, at the church of Laodicea, this was
apparently the case. It was as if Jesus had come
to their door and knocked, and they had ignored
Him. By their actions they were saying that
Jesus was not welcome in their midst.

This was a change. What had happened? Per-
haps it was because their flaming zeal had
cooled: now they were neither cold nor hot. Now
they had at the most only half a heart for
Him.

Whatever the reason, it is apparent that the
loving devotedness was gone. He whom they had
loved had become a stranger; or if not a com-
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N THE GREAT roll of the heroes of faith, in

the eleventh chapter of Hebrews, are many
of the outstanding men of God. But some are
left out. Two of those omitted are the names
of Caleb and Joshua.

Caleb’s shining record, that he had “wholly fol-
lowed the Lord,” was equally true of Joshua,
and these two splendid characters have a large
place in the story of the conquest of Canaan.
But, though their names do not appear in He-
brews, their acts are recorded, for hoth were
present on that memorable day when “by faith
the walls of Jericho fell down,” and a manifes-
tation of divine power sealed the faith which had
borne the scoffs of the defenders as the men of
Israel quietly compassed the city.

True obedience, wholly following the Lord, is
what makes life victorious. And this victory in
life never precedes the surrender of our whole
being to God. Only as our will is handed over
and the keys of our life placed in the hand of
the Lord will there be in us that full measure
of obedience that was found in the life of Caleb.
It is the lesson the apostle Paul learned, that
“in me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good
thing” (Rom. 7:18). It is a hard lesson to learn,
but a necessary ene; for only after this can one
reckon himself as “dead indeed unto sin” and
“alive unto God.”

How much the saints of old understood of the
whole plan of salvation we do not know. But
one fact is clear as we read the record. We are
impressed with their deeply spiritual relation-
ship to God. We can see that their experience
with God was genuine and mighty. They walked
with Him, and talked with Him; He guided them
and strengthened them for service; they shared
His hatred of idolatry and His abhorrence of sin.
Nor was positive love and devotion lacking; at
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“Hebron therefore became the inheritance of Caleb the
son of Jephunneh the Kenezite unto this day, because that
%, he wholly followed the Lord his God” (Joshua 14:14).

the root of their service was genuine desire for
fuller, richer life in God. The Psalms have many
an outpouring of intense yearning, and those in-
spired poems express as truly the inner longings
of Joshua and Caleb and other godly Israelites as
they do our own heart-aspirations today. “From
the end of the earth will I cry unto thee, when my
heart is overwhelmed: lead me to the rock that is
higher than I. For thou hast been a shelter for
me, and a strong tower from the enemy. I will
abide in thy tabernacle for ever: 1 will trust in
the covert of thy wings. So will I sing
praise unto thy name for ever, that 1 may daily
perform my vows” (Ps. 61:2-4, 8). “Truly my
soul waiteth upon God: from him cometh my
salvation. He only is my rock and my salvation;
he is my defence; I shall not be greatly moved”
(Ps. 62:1-2). “O God, thou art my God; early
will 1 seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee, my
flesh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land,
where no water is. . . . Because thy lovingkind-
ness is better than life, my lips shall praise thee”
(Ps. 63:1- 3).

From such seeking after God alone can come
the power for obedience. There is a time in the
experience of every aspiring child of God when
sin becomes the most terrible of all things,
something that must be overcome before God can
truly be found and His favor assured. Only at
this point can “perfect love”—loving the Lord
with all the heart, and with all the soul, and with
all the mind, and with all the strength—become
an actuality in the inner life.

Was not this the aspiration of Joshua and
Caleb as they walked before God in lives that
were wholly committed? Was not this the source
from which flowed the ardent zeal that spurred
them on to “wholly follow the Lord” their God?

Is there, then, so much difference between the
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saints of the Old Testament and the saints of
the New? There are differences in the conditions
in which they lived, in the testings they had to
withstand, in the trials that were allowed to puri-
fy their lives and hearts; but the obedience and
faith required of all was the same. And it is the
same that is asked of us today. We, too, may
wholly follow the Lord, just as Caleb and Joshua
did, just as Abraham before them had done, just
as Nehemiah and Ezra after them did. There
seems to have been little lacking in Simeon, “just
and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel,”
or in Anna, who served God day and night in
the temple. We know Zacharias and Eligabeth
were “both righteous before God” (Luke 1:6},
walking in “all the commandments and ordi-
nances of the Lord blameless.” Paul the apostle
had brethren whose “names are in the book of
life”; and he himself is along with the Eleven who
are named as foundation stones of the eternal
temple. So Caleb and Joshua will have many to
join them, many besides those mentioned in He-
brews 11. Some day we shall meet these old
worthies and compare experiences, if we, like
them, “wholly follow the Lord.” ee
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The Neglected Book

I have heard of people hiding their extra money
in the Bible, because no one ever looks there for
anything.

A man was once asked if he had a Bible in the
home. “Somewhere,” was the reply. And after
searching a few minutes, he found it being used as
a doorstop.

Year after year the Bible is still the best seller.
There are more Bibles printed and distributed in
our world today than any other single hook. But
the ignorance of the Bible of otherwise intelli-
gent people is astounding.

A Chicago newspaper reported that if the
churches in that city would forget the bazaars
and other nonessentials and open the Bible and
reveal its truths, the result would be a revival.
That statement came from the press, not from
a preacher.

The Bible says “Pray,” and pray we must. The
Bible says “Work,” and work we must. We are
to love God with all our soul, strength, and mind.
Unless we do, we do not love Him at all.

—From a Friend in Georgia
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Maximum Living

(Continued from page 6)

more abundant life. “For none of us liveth unto
himself,” is a true maxim. Paul defines this jour-
ney in his Epistle to the Church at Ephesus with
the words: “Let all bitterness, and wrath, and
anger, and clamor, and evil speaking, be put
away from you, with all malice. And be ve kind
one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one an-
other, even as God for Christ’s sake hath for-
given you.”

And not only is it a royal journey to go from
the minimum to the maximum of living for God
and each other; it is also a most rewarding jour-
ney. Jesus said: “There is no man that hath
left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or
mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my
sake, and the gospel’s but he shall receive an
hundredfold now in this time, . . . and in the
world to come eternal life.”

Give up all, and gain the hundredfold; sell out
all your former hopes, ambitions, and ideals, that
you may secure the pearl of great price; lose
your life in the service of the Lord that you
may find it in the Kingdom of God—so taught the
Master. And as we offer in living sacrifice our-
selves at our best, as we sacrifice the sunny,
favorable, working days of our life; when we
give the maximum of effort for God, when we
give the best of our talents, all of our mind, might
and strength, we shall receive an hundredfold in
present remuneration and enlarge the capital for
eternal dividends which they shall never know
who give the minimum to God—only the tired,
little end of life.

Let our resolution for this coming year be that
we will live to the maximum! e e
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Four Kind of “Bones”

Someone has said that there are four kinds of
“bones” in every organization.

There are the wishbones, who spend their time
wishing someone else would do the work,

There are the jawbones, who do all the talking, but
very little else.

There are the knucklebones, who knock everything
anyone ever tries fo do.

And finally, there are the backbones, who get under
the load and do the work.

Which kind are we?
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Eidad, Medad, Amos, Apollos

{Continued from page 9)
speak eloguently and fervently about Jesus.
Trained in the excellent schools of rhetoric in
his home town of Alexandria, in Egypt, Apollos
was a forceful orator and skilled debater who
made a powerful impression.

Aquila and Priscilla listened. But they were
disquieted—in Apollos’ talk about Jesus there
were glaring gaps in his understanding of the
gospel.

Luke the historian describes Apollos as “fer-
vent in spirit” in teaching the things of God. He
was “boiling hot” in earnest spirituality. But
his knowledge of the Christian gospel was incom-
plete.

Luke tells us that Apollos “had been instructed
in the way of the Lord . . . though he knew only
the baptism of John” (Actg 18:25). “Instructed”
can mean ‘‘catechised” in the Greek language.
This suggests that Apollos had had a formal
course on the life of Jesus in his studies in Alex-
andria, possibly having heard about Jesus from
one of the catechists or traveling teachers sent
from Jerusalem to Fgypt. He may even have had
a brief piece of some Christian writing, since the
earliest written materials were beginning to
circulate about this time. '

All this was fine, but it was not enough. Apollos
had a few facts, and he took them seriously and
argued for them persuasively.

Aquila and Priscilla were grateful for such
a promising young leader. But at the same time,
they were disturbed. What should they say or
do? What was the right thing to do? Was there
danger of offending the young enthusiast and
having no preacher at all for the cause?

We read that Aquila and Priseilla “took him
unto them, and expounded unto him the way
of God more perfectly” (Acts 18:26). Imagine
those modest, quiet tentmakers giving instruc-
tion te a learned Jew from Alexandria. We ad-
mire them for their wisdom, tact, courage, and
love in this matter. And Apollos was not offended.
He listened eagerly to his friends, counting them
his superiors in the gospel. We admire far more
the humble mind and quiet heart that Apollos
had at this moment than all the firgt-class certif-
icates or gold medals which he may have had.

A noble young Christian gentleman he proved
himself to be.

What would the church be without godly lay-
men such as this pair of quiet cloth weavers!
Though no speakers themselves, Aquila and Pris-
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cilla knew when and how to speak to a would-
be spokesman.

Shortly afterwards, Apollos sailed from Eph-
esus to Corinth, carrying with him letters of
introduction to the young congregation in Greece,
that he might be favorably received. And indeed
he was—his talent for preaching, his quick
answers to crities, and his artful manner of dis-
course soon bound to him a strong following in
the Corinthian congregation.

As far as we can learn from the record, Paul
at this time had not yet met Apollos—Apollos had
already left Ephesus when Paul arrived there.
But in due time they met—perhaps Apollos re-
turned to Ephesus during Paul’s extended stay
in that city. We are not told.

Apollos became one of Paul’'s trusted friends
and companions, The hearts of these two workers
were knit together in a bond nothing could break.
And their friendship withstood one of the oldest
and greatest temptations among preachers—
envy. There was strife among the Corinthians,
whether they were followers of Paul or Apollos;
but never do we hear a word about such a strife
between the two brothers themselves. Pawl heard
of the erowds in Corinth flocking to hear the elo-
quent Bible lectures delivered by Apollos, and
Paul rejoiced.

There must have been something refreshing
about the youthful ministry and fervent spirit
of Apollos. Paul, the great missionary-statesman,
spoke of Apollos’ words as cool streams upon a
burnt-up garden: “Apollos watered.” The droop-
ing converts of Corinth, so spiritually parched,
revived under the courageous and positive preach-
ing of Apollos, and Paul rejoiced to have so
capable a partner.

Can we in our day match the character of
these noble men—Eldad, Medad, Amos, and
Apollos? e @
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What Is Our Labor Worth?

There is a popular song called the “Dollar
Song.” It tells about people putting in a nickel
for a song, but they want a dollar song.

That has a message Tor us. Are we putting in a
‘“nickel’s worth” of labor for the Lord and ex-
pecting a “dollar reward”? Such great blessings
ag Christians hope for require also a great amount
of work. If we want eternal life, we must expect
to work for it. e
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A Column for Open Discussion

All our readers do not agree with us. If you are
among those who differ on some point, write us
your views and we will consider them in the light
of Secripture teaching. Our policy is the Apos-
tle's injunction: “Prove all things; hold fast that
which s good.”

¢ About the Devil.

“There are many Scriptures I would like to
guote, but I will give you some that you can
read and prayerfully study with an honest,
heart and mind. What will you do with the
following texts?

“Job, chapters 1 and 2.

—E. A. P., Armstrong, B, C., Canada

To the believer in a personal devil, Job’s ex-
perience is the ultimate proof. But before we jump
to conclusions, let us consider the facts.

At least twice in the book of Job it iz stated
that Job ‘‘continued his parable.” The account
in the first of Job has been variously described
as a drama, a parable, a poem. The gixth verse
of chapter 1 reads, “Now there was a day when
the sons of God came to present themselves before
the Lord, and Satan came also among them.” If
this was an actual occurrence, do we imagine that
the personal devil of theology ventured into the
very presence of God? And who are the “sons of
God” who might present themselves? Are we fo
think of them as literally His children?

No, the book of Job is part of the “wisdom”
literature of the Bible, which includes Job, Prov-
erbs, Ecclesiastes, and a part of the Pgalms. If
we approach the book from this angle, the incon-
gruities disappear. The “sons of God” who present
themselves before the Lord are men and women
seeking to be adopted into God’s family, who
gather to strengthen themselves in the Lord; and
does not “Satan,” the insincere worker of evil,
come among them? Job’s boils and the potsherd
with which he scraped himself may be taken as
symbols of the evils of the flesh that defile us,
and we may gain the vital lesson of our own need
for cleansing.
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Satan, likewise, is representative. Qur evil na-
tures are always ready to discredit our brother
on the grounds that his service for God is a
shrewd bargain; that he serves for the temporal
advantages he gains for so doing. And God, in
His unimpeachable justice and fair dealing with
His earthly children, is the Hero of the story.

There is no evidence in Job of the existence of
a literal devil.

“What about II Peter 2:4 and Jude 6?”

II Peter 2:4 reads: “For if God spared not the
angels that sinned, but east them down to hell,
and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be
reserved unto judgment.” Jude 6 reads, “And the
angels which kept not their first estate, but left
their own habitation, he hath reserved in ever-
lasting chains under darkness unto the judgment
of the great day.”

Both the apogstle Peter and Jude are reminding
their readers of what befell evildoers in olden
times. In the fifth verse of Jude we read, “I will
therefore put you in remembrance, though ve
once knew this, how that the Lord, having saved
the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward
destroyed them that believed not.” The sixth verse
continues: “And the angels which kept not their
first estate,” ete. This iz a definite reference to
the messengers which were sent to spy out the
land and who brought back an evil report in the
days of Moses. One definition of “angels” is “mes-
sengers,” and these specially chosen messengers
were “‘high ones” among the Israelites; each was
a “ruler” among the people (Num. 12:2). These
“angels,” by rebelling against the Lord and bring-
ing back an evil report, fell from their high estate;
they all died in the plague that followed.

Notice that Jude says these angels are reserved
in “everlasting chains under darkness unto the
judgment of the great day.” If these passages re-
ferred to the devil of theology, this text would
have the devil in “everlasting chains under dark-
ness” at the present time, where he could do
no harm. Why, then, should we see so much evil
in the world today?

No, these passages do not describe angels
falling out of heaven, but mortal men falling
from their positions of honor.

“What about I John 3:8?*

I John 3:8 reads: “He that committeth sin is of
the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning.
For this purpose the Son of God was manifested,
that he might destroy the works of the devil.”"

25



The New English Bible reads: “The man who
sing iz a child of the devil.” If this were taken
literally, then everyone on earth is descended
from the devil, for we have all sinned.

No, let us return to the plain statement in
Scripture: When we sin we are devils, just as
Jesus said to Peter, “Get thee behind me, Satan.”

“What about Revelation 20:1-2?”

Revelation 20:1-2 reads: “And I saw an angel
come down from heaven, having the key of the
bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand.
And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent,
which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him
a thousand years.”

The book of Revelation contains some highly
symbolic language. The fact that the angel comes
down from heaven would indicate that the bot-
tomless pit is on the earth. If the angel would
try to confine the devil in a bottomless pit, he
would have a hard time, for the devil could fall
right out the bottom. No one, so far as we know,
ever found a bottomless pit on this earth. The pit,
the key, the chain—and the devil—are all sym-
bolic. The passage gives a fitting illustration of
a condition that will exist during the Millennial
reign of Christ, which the chapter is describing
(see verse 4). During that time all evil will be
bound, confined. Evil men and women will not
be allowed to manifest their desires, The evil
will be in their hearts—fittingly termed “bottom-
less” (Jer. 17:9)—but they will not be allowed
to practice wickedness openly and deceive others,
as they have been doing for the past 6000 years.
In other words, the devil will be bound.

“What about I Peler 5:8-97”

These verses read: “Be sober, be vigilant; be-
cause your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion,
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:
whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that
the same afflictions are accomplished in your
brethren that are in the world.”

The same symbolic use of the term appears
here. The devil of theology is very sly, and subtle.
He gets inside you and tempts you in the most
crafty ways; he is unseen and unheard. The a-
postle Peter’s devil is like a roaring lion—which
should be easily seen and heard! There is no
question when this devil is around !—doubtless
Peter had encountered these two-legged devils
many times.

Tn the Rible, evil men are often compared to
animals—serpents, foxes, dogs, lions, etc. Paul
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informs us that evil men and seducers shall wax
worse and worse, and they certainly are comparable
to roaring lions today. Evil roars through the
movies and television, on the streets, and, sad to
say, even in some churches. Roaring lions also in-
clude gangsters, hi-jackers, rapists, murderers,
muggers, thieves, etc. Everyone openly opposing
God and His laws is aptly described as a “roaring
lion,” against which the alert Christian must be
vigilant.

“What about James 4:77”

The text reads, “Submit yourselves therefore
to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”
If the writer here is referring to a real personal
devil, then he flatly contradicts himself, for he
has just said in chapter 1: “Every man is tempted,
when he is drawn away of his own lust, and en-
ticed.”

Now it can’t be both ways; it is either one way
or the other that we are tempted. If we allow
that when the Scriptural writers used the ferm
“devil” or “Satan” they used it in a figurative
sense as the evil man himsgelf, then we have
harmony. But if we insist on attaching a myth-
ological label to the word, we create confusion
and contradiction; and worse still, we discourage
persons who otherwise might be converted to the
religion of the Bible.

And now, in the words of our correspondent,
wa ask you to prayerfully study and consider
these things with an honest, open heart and mind,
Above all, be guided entirely by what the Bible
says and not by tradition, or theology, or your
former teaching, or the beliefs of your friends,
or by what we or any others may say. Follow
the Bible injunction: “Prove all things; hold fast
that which iz good” (I Thess. 5:21).
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Gardentime Again

A garden is a levely place

Where seeds burst through the sod.
A garden is a partnership

Between two hands and God.

A parden is a restful place
Where gentle breezes blow,

A family of growing things
Where souls can also grow.

A garden is a peacefui place
Where | can go apart
To think, to meditate, to pray
And listen with my heart.
—Selected.
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Time to Thank God

It is time to thank the Lord that He is able to help us
out of any situation, no matter how hopeless it may look
to us. Perhaps we have brought the trouble upon our-
selves. Does the Lord turn His back and tell us to suffer
the consequences alone? Not if we repent and turn to
Him. If we are separated from Him it is only because we
choose to be separated. Sometimes we may be so en-
shrouded in our problems that we're not sure we even
have the will to do what is right. Even so, we can pray
that we will have the will, knowing that every sincere
prayer will be answered.

It may take a cup of bitter medicine to cure the diseases
that come under the heading of selfishness and pride.
As long as it is God's hand that holds the cup to our
lips, we can be sure that He is right by our side and
only holds it for our benefit, not through some spirit
of vengeance but because He loves us and wants to see
us have characters that will last for eternity.

“For whom the Lord loveth he correcteth.”

Covington, Georgia L. G.

Hundredfold Plus

The Psalmist says “unto the upright there ariseth light
in the darkness.” We have far too much to lose to ignore
this shining light, the knowledge of God. This knowledge
not only can give us future life, but we can enjoy a
hundredfold of hope, joy and comfort in this life. The
deplorable condition of the world cannot affect us, as
Psalm 112:7 tells us, “He shall not be afraid of evil tidings,
his heart is fixed, trusting in the Lord.” Those who are
desirous of obtaining this fantastic reward at any cost
will be willing to suffer anything, even to the loss of all
things.

The thought of that future life in glory, a life that will
never end, should cause us to all lay aside the weights,
even at this eleventh hour. Nothing is too hard or difficult
for us to deny ourselves, for such a reward.

Swansea, South Wales G. 8.

Pleasing God

Whom do we seek to please, “self” or Christ? 1 wish I
didn't have to say this, but I know I try to please “self"”
much more than I should. As you say, when we think
of God's limitless bounty and His goodness, how foolish
to desire anything other than what comes from His hand.

I feel like the cartoon in the Message sometimes (Febru-
ary issue). So much to do, and I'm thinking “I can't.”” No
talent, no ambition. No one will ever win a race with
these thoughts in mind. So if we're running for the
Kingdom, it is high time that we put to use what talents
we have. We know we are in the last days and perilous
times are upon us. Christ will soon be here and I have
all this work to do to conquer self before He gets here.

Let us keep in this bond of Christian fellowship and
faithfully follow our Guide to the very end, never for-
getting our main object in life is the Kingdom of God.

Davenport, Iowa W B

May, 1979

Honor Supreme

What an honour it will be if we are found ready, every
spot and wrinkle gone from our garments of character
and we arrayed before Him in the bridal dress of pure
linen “clean and white, for the fine linen is the righteous-
ness of saints”! And to know we shall ever be with Him,
and to work and rejoice with the faithful of all ages!

God has shown us the way to the high pinnacle of per-
fect character in the life example of His dear Son, and
shall we be so shallow as to let the opportunities of eter-
nal glory pass from us unwanted? Of course we do not
wish for this to happen to us, so how we should seek
out our weaknesses and get rid of them by applying the
wisdom of the Word of God in humble obedience.

What a glorious Day it will be for us if we can be
brought into the King's presence, adorned with beautiful
garments of needlework. Each and every garment will
have taken the allotted time to make, some longer than
others, maybe; but the determination to create the speci-
fied beauty of the garment has won through to God's
honour and glory. Every stitch has slowly combined to
bring to perfection the garment of “wrought gold,” as
the Psalmist tells us.

May we truly look forward to the glad rejoicing that
shall be in that glad Day when God's everlasting King-
dom will be ushered in, to ultimately fill the whole earth.
When the new order is fully established, what a won-
derful world it will be, the righteous law of God going
forth from Zion to the ends of the earth, bringing justice
and peace to all people, the King and His co-workers
enforcing the law to the good and benefit of all! What
a busy time it will be, in that every year, people from the
ends of the earth will journey to Jerusalem to worship
the King.

What glories await us if faithful. We do want to be sure
we are ready. So let us be humble and make sure we are.
Surely we have felt as the apostle Paul felt when he
wrote to those in Rome, “I reckon that the sufferings of this
present time are not worthy to be compared with the
glory which shall be revealed in us” (Rom. 8:18). And all
because we gave heed to the Word of God and walked
in the way of His commands, in loving obedience.

Warwick, Queensland, Australia A. B.

Deceased

We have just received word of the death of Fanny
Hutchins of Columbus, Ohio. Sister Hutchins had been a
subscriber to the Megiddo Message for fifty-two years.
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Come, labor on.
Who dares stand idle on the harvest pfain,

While all around him waves the golden grain?
And to each servant does the Master say,
"Go work today.”

Come, labor on.

The enemy is watching night and day,

To sow the tares, to snatch the seed away;
While we in sleep our duty have forgot,
He slumbers not.

Come, labor on.

Away with gloomy doubts and faithless fear!
Thine arm is strong to do His service here:
We are the agents who may yet fulfr”

His righteous will.

Come, labor on.

Claim the izfglz calling that the angels share;
In youth or age thy holy burden bear:
Redeem the time; its hours too swiftly fly.
The m'g/’zt draws nigh.

Come, labor on.

No time for rest, till glows the western sky,
Till the /ong shadows o'er our pat}:way e,
And a g’acf sound comes with the setting sun,
"Servants, well done.”




	page 1
	page 2
	page 3
	page 4
	page 5
	page 6
	page 7
	page 8
	page 9
	page 10
	page 11
	page 12
	page 13
	page 14
	page 15
	page 16
	page 17
	page 18
	page 19
	page 20
	page 21
	page 22
	page 23
	page 24
	page 25
	page 26
	page 27
	page 28



