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VY hy does a gospel so powerful as that of Jesus
Christ not make a great and stunning-change in the
warld? Why is evil rampant? Why are those who profess
to follow Him still tempted by sin?

There is a story of a preacher who was walking down a
street when he met the owner of a company that made
soap. As they talked, the soapmaker said, "The gospel you
preach can't be very good—there are still a lot of wicked
people.” The preacher noticed a child nearby making
mud ples, The tot was smeared with dirt from head to
toe. The preacher sald to his friend, *Your soap can't be
very good, for there is still a lot of dirt in the world.” The
soapmaker was quick to respond: *Our soap only cleanses
when samebody mses it.” “Exactly]” said the preaches

We are individuals, free moral agents, free to make
our own choices in life and take the consequences.
When we agree to serve God, we take on a responsibliiity.
We agree to complete a certain task, that of remaking
our character into the moral likeness of Christ, after
which we will be judged and rewarded for our work

In the words of the apostle Paul, “We therefore make it
our artthition, wherever we are...to be acceptable to him. For

we must all have our Hives laid open before the tribunal of

Christ, where each must receive what & due [0 him for fiis
contduct in the body, good or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10, NEB), Or as
it Is phrased in the lerusalem Bible, “Al the truth abour s
willl be brovcht ot in the law court of Christ, and each of us
will get what he deserves for the things he did.”

Here is demonstrated the matchless wisdom and fair-
ness of God, in blessing or punishing exactly according
1o what ¢ach one has done. Nothing could be more just,
or more generous. No good deed will go unrewarded,
and no evil will go unpunished.

To Hbéral Twenticth Century minds, this may sound
hard and parrow-minded. Aren't Christians supposed to
love one¢ another, help one another, bear with one
another, support. encourage and edify one another?

But it Is possible that in being so concerned about
cleansing others we neglect our primary God-given
responsibility: the cleansing of our own heart and con-
sciepce. Paul admonished Timothy to be selfish when he
wrote him to “save thyself,” then added “amd them that
hear thee,”™ This is important, because the end benefit of
all our efforts lies wholly with ourseives. We will either

reap reward or suffer loss because of what we do.

We may give generously to help others—the church,
the coanmunity, the unfortunste—but there will be no
benefit to us unless our hearts are right in the giving

We may speak good. upbullding woeds. But only the
other person will be built up unless we open our own
hearts to recelve impressions, Solomon spoke and wrote
many excellent words that have reached even to us, but
they were profitless to him—hecause his own heart was
not touched by them.

We may use our hands to help others; but only others
will benefit unless’ our motives and our thoughts are
right.

We should thank God for all the "soap™ He has pro-
vided. But unless we actually use it to cleanse our own
hearts and character, it will not avail to eur salvation.

The Scriptures contain numeérous examples of this
triuth, In the famitiar phrase, “Whatsoever @ i soweth,
that shall e also reap” (Gal, 6:7), And conversely, if you
don't sow you can't expect to reap.

In the parable of the Laborers in the Vineyard, was
any laborer rewarded for what someone else had done?
In the parable of the Talents, did the persons entrusted
with the master's wealth decide to pool and divide equal-
Iy the proceeds of thelr stewardship? The ene talent man
might have favored such a plan (he had nothing to
lose!), but surely not the servant who had gained ten tal-
ents, or even the servant who had only five,

in the parable of the Ten Virgins, when the five fool-
ish virgins said to their companions “Give s of your oll,
for eur lamps are geing oul,” what was the response of
thelr companions? They all had one answer: No, Whyt
Why such a heartless refusil? Because they needed it
themselves.

And they had to supply their own need first. Even
though we are commissioned to love and help each
other, God has made us responsible for ourselves. It is a
hard fact that each of us must recognize and live with,
grow with, suffer with, die with, 1 must fight my own
battles, face my own temptations, be rewarded for my
own achievements and suffer the coansequences of my
own [allures.

Yes, we have to use the soap ourselves. But when all is
said and done, who would want it any other way?



EMEGIDDO MEANS ...

“a place of roops” (Gesenius’ Hebraw Lexicon);
“a place of God” (Young's Analytical
Concordance). Megiddo was and is a town in
Palesting, sirategically located, and the scene of
frequent warfare. In the spiritual parallel, it is &
place where soldiers engaged in spiritual war-
fare gather to renew their strength and courage
12 Cor, 10:4-5).

IWE BELIEVE ...

—in God, the Creator and sustainer of the
earth, the waorld, tha universas, and all life, in
whom wa “live, and move, and have our
baing.”

— in the Bible a5 our only source of true knowl-
edge about God and His purposes and plans
for His creation and fo ihe salvation of
humankind.

—in Jesus Christ, the Son of God and our
Perfect Example, who was conceived of the
Hely Spirit and born of a virging who minis-
tered among His brethren, was crucified, res-
urrected, and taken to heaven and seated at
the right hand of the Father, crowned with
immaortal glary, and who shall shortly return
to be King of the whole earth.

— i the Holy St the ananly manifas] power
of God, which God bastowed at various times
and in various ways 10 reveal His knowledgea
to hurnankind, to support His spokesmen, to
confirm His ultarances, and to demonstrate
His supreme power and autharity.

—in life as the gift of God, and In our sacred
responsibility to use it for God and His com-
ing Kingdarm,

—in hurpanking as providing the raw material
fram which shall be selected and developed
a superior, God-hohoring people upon
whom God will bestow the blessings of
immartal life in His spon-toming Kingdom.

—in ourselves as capable;, with the help of
God, of applying to our awn lives the pre-
capts and principles taught n the Ward of
God, in this way perfecting that high quality
afl moral character which God has promised
to recompense with life eternal in His heav-
anly Kingdom on earth.

—in the promise of God, that Jesus Christ will
s00n return to rid the 2arth of all sin and suf-
fering and inaugurate an eternal and warld-
wide kingdom of peace gnd rightecusnass,
until God's will is dong here as it is now
done in heavan.

The Herald and the KING

Our PLANET will s00n witness the greatest events
in its history. For centuries God has been silent.
But that silence will sdon be broken by the
arrival of Elijah the prophet, who comes to her-
ald the Second Advent of Jesus Christ. “Behold,
! will sand you Eifjiah the propher before the
coming of the great and dreadful day of the
Lord:...lest | come and smita the sarth with a
cursg " (Mal. 4:5-8),

Then shall follow the King of kings and Lord
of lords, to begin His momentous work of trans-
forming our waorld into the glorious and eternal
Kingdam of God
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Amuricans today enjoy a herltage

of freedom unequaled in the world.
Bul this freedom did not come with-
ot price, a very high price.

What about those whe signed the
Peclaration of Independence? What
were thelr backgrounds, their occupa-
tions?

These men were not poor, nor
were they wild-eved pirates. As far as
we can know from history, they were
peace-loving, quiet, family men. They
were educated, determined, and rev-
erent. Although they were financially
secure, they set a higher value on lb-
erty, O the 56 who signed, 24 were
lawyers and [urlsts; 11 were mer-
chants; and nine were farmers and
plantation owners. They knew full
well that they would have to suffer
should they be captured by the
British. Death would be the penalty
of disclosure and capture,

It is reported that one of them
said, at the time of the signing, "we
must all hang together.” To which
Franklin replied, “we must, indeed,
all hang together, or most assuredly
we shall all hang separately,”

In declaring their ndependence
from an earthly power, they made a
forthright declaration of dependence
upon God Almighty. Standing
together, they vowed themselves
together in these words: “For the sup-
port of this declaration of the Divine
Providence, with a firm reliance on
the protection of the Divine Provi-
dence, we mutually pledge to each
other our lives, our fortunes and our
sacred honor.”

We trace our national heritage of
freedom back to the founding fathers
and the days of the Revolutionary
War. Had it not been for the unfalter-
ing falth and courage of those early
patriots, thelr strong and unflinching
bellef in individual liberty, and their
willingness to suffer for that belief,
we might not have the freedoms we
enjay today, Had it not been for their
willingness to risk all for freedom, the
concept might have perished In
infancy,

What was the high cost of liberty
paid by those who signed anc

pledged thelr lives, fortunes and
sacred honor? What happened (o
them?

Five signers were captured by the
British as traitors and tortured before
they died. Twelve had their homes
ransacked and bumed. Nine of the
fifty-six fought and died from wounds
or the hardships of war during the
Revolution. Carter Braxton of Vir-
ginia, a wealthy trader and planter,
saw his ships swept from the seas by
the Britlsh Navy, was forced to sell his
home to pay his debts, and died bank-
rupt, Thomas McKean was so hound-
ed by the British that he was forced to

5 o B

tanding together, the
founding fathers pledged to each
other their lives, their fortunes,
and their sacred honor.

ve Y¢ vk v e

maove his family constantly and keep
in hiding. His possessions were ¢on-
fiscated, and he died in powverty,
British soldiers or vandals looted the
properties of Effery, Clymer, Hall,
Walton, Swinner, Heywird, Rutledge,
and Middleton.

At the battle of Yorktown, Thomas
Nelson, Ir., noting that the British
General Cornwallis had taken over
the Nelson home for the British
headquarters, quietly urged General
Washington to open fire. The home
was destroved; Nelson died bankrupt.

Francis Lewis had his home and
property destroyed. The British jalled
his wife, who died within a few
months,

John Hart, a farmer-miller-leglsla-
tor, was driven from farm and family
when his wife was dving, His fields
and gristmill were destroyed. His thir-

teen children fled for their lives, For
mare than a year he lived In forests
and caves. Returning home after the
war, he found his wife dead and his
children vanished. A few weeks later
he died from exhaustion and a bro-
ken heart. Both Morris and Liv-
ingston suffered similar fates.

Tales of horror, all of them. They
had temporal security, but they val-
ued freedom and liberty more, and
were willing to pay the price, They
lost thelr Hves and their fortunes, but
none lost their sacred honor,

Together they left a legacy of “lib-
erty or death."

Are we as willing to sacrifice for
our Christian heritage as were those
brave men who signed our Declara-
tion of Independence? How much are
we willing to pay for freedom that is
eternal? Will we prove faithful all the
wiy?

The Price of Freedom

Our faith doesn't really mean
enough to us until it has cost us
something. We might have convic-
tions, but not until we have done
some earnest struggling, some inner
wrestling, some genuine sacrificing
do we know how much we are will-
ing to pay for true freedom.,

This was the test of the early
Church in a measure we can scarcely
imagine. Their philosophy was sim-
ple: “This we believe, and no matter
what it costs us, here we stand.” But
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when they made this pledge, they put their very lives on
the line.

By comparison our faith costs us practically nothing.
To them, faith could be costly. If you and | were to attend
some of their services, we would have felt the difference,

It does not take any large measure of courage In Amer-
ica today to meet together to worship God, But In some
countries today it Is not this way. Freedom still has a price,
and we must be willing to pay it.

That is why God tests us, 1o see whether we are willing
to pay the price of freedom. As Thomas Paine put it in

1776, “The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will
in this crisis shrink.” 50 It will be with Christ's soldiers.
Omnly the faithful will be saved. “My righteous one will live In
faith® (Heb: 10:38 NIV).

Someday we shall be permitted to join the ranks ol
the immaortals, to travel with the angels, to explote the
far reaches of the universe, and even to look upon the
face of God. That will be freedom beyond anything we
can imagine.

How much are we willing to pay for that freedom? Are
we willing to give qur all? &

WASHINGTON’S
INAUGURATION PRAYER

e

AI MIGHTY GOD, WE MAKE OUR EARNEST
PRAYER THAT THOU wiLT KEEP THE UNITED
STATES IN THY HOLY PROTECTION THAT THOU
WILT INCLINE THE HEARTS OF THE CITIZENS
TO CULTIVATE A SPIRIT OF SUBORDINATION |
AND OBEDIENCE TO GOVERNMENT; AND |
ENTERTAIN A BROTHERLY AFFECTION AND
LOVE FOR ONE ANOTHER AND FOR THEIR FEL-
LOW CITIZENS OF THE UNITED STATES AT
LARGE. AND, FINALLY, THAT THOU WILT MOST
GRACIOUSLY BE PLEASED TO DISPOSE US ALL |
TO DO JUSTICE, TO LOVE MERCY AND TO |
DEMEAN OURSEIVES WITH CHARITY, HUMILITY
AND PACIFIC TEMPER OF MIND WHICH WERE |
THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE DIVINE
AUTHOR OF OUR BLESSED RELIGION, AND
WITHOUT AN HUMBLE IMITATION OF WHOSE
EXAMPLE IN THESE THINGS WE CAN NEVER
HOPE TO BE A HAPPY NATION., GRANT OUR
SUPPLICATION, WE BESEECH THEE, THROUGH
JEsUs CHRIST OUR LORD. AMEN.

NG
sl G
N %

D Y ey
: : a}f'ﬂ RN 'ﬁ.

Prayer Window: U.S. Capitol
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2 OF what value is the right of free speech if | am a slave to my tongue and cannot
keep myself from foolish comments, idle slander, or vulgar remarks?

2 Of what value is the right of free assembly if | neglect to assemble with those
who support the same cause | support?

Je Ot what value is the right of free thought and expression if | refuse to think?

2r Of what value is treedom of worship if | seldom seek the company of God or
hold communion with all that is noblest and best?

& Of what value is it to be called to become a son or daughter of God if
I live like a child of earth?

2 Of what value is brotherly love if [ always put myself and my own interests first?

2o Of what value is Christ if | do not seek His kingdom, His glory and His good
above all earthly goals, and aspire every day to copy His virtues?
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Fnrgiveness is the glue that repairs broken relation

-y
ix _ id General Oglethorpe to Wesley, *I never forgive any- -
in 1 hope, Sir,” said Wesley, “that you never sin.” The nobiest revenge is to make youren

-
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others. Forgive.us our'sins as we forgive others. Forgive

S p QPP SEE dPRT 0N

od s orgiveness _}'( orgiveness

Do vou understand God's forgiveness? Answer Yes or No to these questions
Can you answer these questions?
Have | evier been hart by another pPerson '

i : Bk ¥l
_ Upon what conditions does God forghve! Do 1 ever want full tetribution before | forgive

15 God's forgiveness ever whimsical? spmeane else?

_ Is God like a fond parent, varying His Am | harboring any resentment toward anvone?

" " >
requirements according to our wish? I ever feel any pleasure in “getting even"?

To what extent does God promise to wipe out a Do | withhakd §
§in He has forgiven? thes

Vv have reformed?

reiving another until 1 se

____ What happens if | sin again after God has |

f s x| find myself having a hard time forgetting a
CEEIVEN me: wrong someone has done me?

i .. ¥
__ How does God's mercy compare with human Does the memory of a wrong done me by another

mercy? it up any paln in me that | thowght [ had
W 1 sin, how can 1 be sure God will forgive me? left behind?
_ Can | commit an unforgiveable sin? Do | need forglveness from God?

__ When will God not forgive me?
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flc’ athers. Forgive Wb g

forgive. If only we meet His

conditions, He will wipe the
slate clean, as clean as

though we had never sinned.
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§in is everywhere. We sec it in
: 7 the rteports of dealings
'ILHH_‘LH nations, companies, groups
and individuals. We see it in our soci-
ery, our government, on our streets,
We see [t most intimately in ourselves
and our own natural tendencies. The
news headlines of recent months have
included several reports of serious sin
in people of high rank—of the Presi-
dent in' asex scandal; of sovernment
officials selling nuclear secrets o
China; of another official publishing
high security information on the Net;
of ministers and priests invelved in
drug dealing, adultery and robbery.
What is the response from the public
and the press to such flagrant mis-
conduct? It is almost as if the events
were staged, a play with no serious
consequences. Seeing this on-going
drama, one wonders what values are
being framed in the minds of the
Voung,

What was the attitude of the apos-
tle Maul towarnd the sins of others? Did
he just say casaally, “That's what we
have to expect”! Or did he take the
attitude, “They can’t help it, they're
only human like the rest of us"? Or
did he say in a self-satisfied, self-yvin-
dicating tone, "1 don't need to worry,
I'd never do a thing like that"? Net at
all. He tock sin—any and all sin—as a
lesson from which to learn. He even
included himself, an astute and com.-
mitted apostlecalled by Jesus Himself,
among those to take warning, Speak-
ing of the Israelites in the wilderness
and how many fell because of open
rebellion and flagrant disobedience,

others. Forgive us our sins as we forgive others.
L’ 5

he wrote, “These things Rappeneid o
thern as examples, and they were written
down gy warnings for us"—yes, warn-
ings for "5, you and me. We must
take heed, we who feel ourselves
above these flagrant sins of idolatry,
and sexual immorality, and eutright
refusing to obey Gogl. Even those who
are strong in the faith, he said, had
better not grow overconfident in thelr
ability to overcome tempta-
tion. “If vou think yow are
standing firm, b cargful that
vau' dont  fallt™ (1 Cor
10:11-12 NIV, “...Be careful,
for you, too, may fall into the
same sin® (New Living Trans-
lation).

What saying?
That none of us are bevond
the need for caution. None of
us are above the need to be
startled into rigorous self-
examination by another's
fallure, Anyone can slip. Any-
one can fall. Anyone can sin.

But something in s still
objects. Why should 1 be
warned, whern 1 have never
sinned hike Israel of old? Why
should gross sins like theirs
be a warning to me! Mavbe
I'm not perfect, but I'm no
murderer!

Such objections sound rea-
sonable, until we realize what
murder—or any other sin—
really is. To sin is literally to
refuse the aothority of God
over us, to refuse to obey
God. [tis saying, “T know my

was Paul

? fer survive?

1. —Psalm 130: MM

limits. T know what is right for me. |
know how to stop before | step over
the line, Just a little of this isn't going
to hurt anything." But little sins do
not stay little, And even in their “lit-

tle” state, they can have big conse-
guences.

Because of our natural reslstance to
authority, whether from God or any-
one else, and our own human weak-

od wants
purity that is

all pure; truth that is all
true; righteousness that

is all right.
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ness, we have all transgressed God's
law many times, We have all sinned.
We all stand accused before God. And
but for His mercy and forgiveness, we
would not have a chance of securing
anything eternal from Him. We may
not have committed what we call a
igreat sin, but just read the New Testa-
ment rosters of sins deserving death,
and it isn't hard to find some catego-
rv that fits us. Listen to Paul describe
whaat he calls “the fruits of the flesh,” or
as translated in the New International
Version, “the acts of the sinful natire”
(Gal. 5:19-21). Look closely at what
ranks right alongside “sexual immuoral-

has arranged a way

whereby we can obtain

His forgiveness.

iy, dmpurity and debanchery; dolatry
and witcheraft” — we shudder to read
the rest: “hatred, discord, jealousy. ...
selfish ambition, dissensions, factions
arid ervy.” These last sins don’t seem
so bad, but ali such things, says Paul,
will deny us an inheritance in the
Kingdom of God. They're all of one
plece: *A man who keeps the whole Law
but for a single exception s nonetheless o
Law-breaker” (James. 2:10 TPhillips
Trans).

These are hard words. Is God that
particular? Surely, we insist, there are
degrees of sin, Surely murdér is worse
than gossip!

It is certainly true that the imme-

hank God, He

diate consequences of gossip are usu-
ally less. Yet the Biblical answer is
clear: God wants purity that is all
pure; truth that is all true; righteous-
ness that is all right. Anything less is
sin. In God's sight, no sin is little; no
sin is without significance. Pride or
gossip or deceit will separate us as
completely from the Kingdom as will
idol worship.

And In one sense, the séeming
insignificance of a lesser sin ¢can miake
it all the more deadiy, because we
tend to justify or ignore it. The so-
called “big” sins may command our
attentlon and shock us into repen-
tance by being so obvious,
while we let the little ones
slip by quietly, until they rub
a callous on our consclence
—and we become numb to
them.

Oh, thank God for any-
thing that calls to our atten-
tion the evils of our nature!
Thank Him for amything that
brings us wup short and says 1o
us, “Here you are not right,
Here pou must change”—
now, before it is too late, For
who wants to be excluded
from the eternal inheritance,
denied a share in the glorious
Kingdom to come because of
some little sin? Who wants to
be rejected by Jesus when He
comes in all His glory?

Even though sin is sin,
even though sin on our record is with-
out degree, there may be degrees of
the consequences of sin. For example,
the results of a murder are more terri-
ble than those of selfishness.

But when it comes to our record in
heaven, how careful, how watchful
we should be. No wonder Paul wrote
that "the wages of sin |any sin, all sin|
i death” (Rom. 6:23).

Yes, the wages of sin is death, But
thank God those wages are not paid
every night!

The Source of Sin
Let us look now at the source of sin.
Where does it come from? Again the

PO WY SiTls A5 We forsg

apostle Paul has analyzed the problem
before us and has the answer. As he
presented  specific sins in  Gal
5:19-21, he called them the “fruits of
the flesh”—fruits, ripened evidence of
501l within the soul, Jesus identified
the same source in simplest terms:
“For fromt within, out of a person’s heart,
come evil thoughts, sexual immorality,
theft, murder, adultery, greed, wicked-
ness, deceit, eagerness for lustful plea-
sure, emvy, slander,  pride,  and
foolishness. All these vile things come
frewm withing they are what defile you and
miake yon wnacceptabde to God” (Mark
7:21-23 NLT).

David, at a time of heartfelt repen-
tance and seeking after God, saw the
seripusness of sin and also looked for
its source. Where did he come by the
sinful heart that was leading him into
adultery and murder and every other
sin? He said nothing of his forebears
but only of himself. The source was
his own human heart. “Behold, I was
shagen i beigquity: and o sine did o
mother conceive me” (Ps, 51:5). Not
that we carry any gullt from pur
ancestars, as s commonly believed,
but we are all by nature prone to sin.
Our built-in survival equipment gives
us animal instincts, and these, uncon-
trolled, cause us to be selfish, self-cen-
tered, defensive and opinionated.
That is why David took responsibility
for his sin. “Have mercy on nie, O God, ™
he pleaded, *“Pecawse of your unfailing
love, Because of your greal compassion,
Blat aut the stain of my sins. Wash me
cleart from ny gudlt. Porify me front imy
sin™ (Ps. 51:1-2 NLT). It was “my
sins...” and “my guilt.”

How can we find favor in God's
sight? What is the solution to this all-
too-human problem? There is only
one answer: forgiveness,

The Road to Forgiveness

Unlike: the gods created by ancient
peoples in their own (ungodly) image;
unlike the deities who were thought
o' be placated only by human sacri-
fice and suffering, our God is a forgiv-
ing God, a “faithful God, keeping his
coverrant of love 1o a thousand genera-

12
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toms af those who love him aind keep his
commmmands” (Deut, 7:9 NIV).
LORD ts stow to anger, abownding in love
and forgiving sin amd rebellion”™ (Num.
14:18 NIV). “The LORD... is good! His
merey endures forever” (| Chron. 16:34
NEIV). How many times is it written
that His mercy endures forever!

But we must be obedlent and faith-
ful from our side, Never Is He said to
bie etérnally mérciful to everyone,

But thank God, He has armanged a
way whereby we can obtain His for-
giveness,

What is it? How can we get His for-
giveness?

The process Is stated in simplest
form In the words of the prophet Isa-
lah vo Jsrael: “Cease to do evil, fearr fo
et well (Isa. 1:16<17). In other words,
when you know something Is wrong,
stop it, and do right

his type of thinking Isn't popular
today. In religious circles, the most
common idea is to claim Christ's
death as-a clearinghouse for sin. In
non-religious circles, sin exists only as
anyone defines tt. So if it sn't dis-
tastetul to vou or keeping vou from
vour goals, it's all right.

MNothing could be further from the
thoughts of God. God's definition of
sin doesn’t change. It is anyvthing con-
trary to His law. If He calls something
right, it is right; and If He says it's
wrong, it's wrong. And he adds
through his prophet Isaiah, “Wae to
those whao call evil good and good evil”
(Isa. 5:20 NIV).

And when God says something is
wrong, it's deadly. And to play with it
is to take the same risk that one would
take in playving with a boa constrictor.

This Biblical approach to sin, that
it s deadly, that it [s abhorrent to God
and will bring every sinner to ulti-
mate death and ruin, Is not what we
like 1o think. But God has planned
that His earth shall not be forever pop-
ulated by sinful men and women.
One day soon He will make a clean
sweep, and all who sin will be brought
down; only the humble, the peniternt,
the obedient will e permitted to live.

Alasl Who shall live when God
does this? Whe shall live when God

“The

interrupts our comfortable  llves,
breaks into our modern world, and
starts dictating firm standards of right
and wrong?

In our current cultural climate, this
sérious a look at sin might be viewed
by many as too narrow, too drastic,
toy vengelul, too harsh for a God of
love. Yet It is His plan, and no one on
earth shall interfere,

repent, God puts His
mark of approval on
our book and forgives.

Abundant Redemption

In the face of God's extremely severe
view of sin and His determination to
rid the earth of all sin and sinners,
how grateful we can be that “with the
LORLD there is mercy, and with Him is
abundant redemption” (Ps. 130:7 NKIV).

What does this mean? It means
that if you and 1 want God's favor in
the great Day to come; we must be
seeking—and finding—it now. The
only question is: How can we find
God's mercy and forgiveness?

We must make every effort to
merit God's mercy and forgiveness.
Immediately let us take seriously the
advice given in Isaiah 55 and seek the
Lord *while he may ‘be found,” Let us
“call on him while e is near,” Then

comes the specific actions that only
we can take: "Let the people tum from
their wicked deeds; Lit them banish from
their minds the very thought of doing
wrontg! Let them turn to the LORD that
e may have mercy on theme. Yes, tum 1o
our God, for e will abundimily pardon®
(Isa. 55:6-7 NLT). " You will agiin have
corrgrassion on wes; you will tread onr sing
dpederfoot ard Tngd all our iniguities into
the depths of the sea” (Micah 7:19 NIV)
“I will mever again remember their sing
and lawless devds” (Heb., 10:17 NLT),

Mercy...pardon...abundant  par-
don...our Iniquities hurled into the
depths of the sea..our sins never
again remembered, What more can
we ask?

Oh, do we realize how much we
owe to God's mercy? Indeed, it Is a
daily blessing. “It is of the Lord's mer.
cies that we are not consumed” (Lam
3:22) we who have failed so often as a
race, as a natiom, as individuals. It is
by God's mercy that we even breathe
| am reminded again and again ol
Paul’s words in Acts 17:28: "In [God)
wer dive arid maove and have otre being.”
This means | owe my very existence
to God. If for even a fraction of an
instant my Creator ever ceased to sus-
tain me, | would cease to exist. If God
didn’t give me my very “being.” 1
wouldn't be here to need His mercy!

Such a realization brings us to a
new sense of humility, a new feeling
of awe and reverence for our Great
Creator, as we appreciate His great
goodness o us and reallze our total
dependence upon Him, both for this
life and the life to come. We live even
now by His mercy, and we shall share
that life to come only as He extends
His forgiveness and mercy to us. How
meaningful are the words of Jeremiah
the prophet, who wrote, speaking tor
God: “I'will forgive their wickedness anid
wiill rememnber their sins no more® (31:34
NIV). If God has forgotten my sin, it
has truly ceased to exist. Here is the
ultimate forgiveness. With our Cre-
atar, to forgive is to forget, and to for.
get is nothing less than to annihilate,
Oh, our wonderful, merciful, forgiv-
ing Go!

But even though God wiil ulti-
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mately wipe out the sins we repent of
and turn from, this does not mean He
will deliver us immediately from their
consequences in this life. It is part of
His wisdom that in this world we reap
as we sow. If we carelessly destroy our
health, we must live with the conse-
quences, If we, even without thinking,
act unwisely in a financial matter, it
may be many vears belore we can
recover. If we violate God's moral
laws, agaln we will have to face the
conseguences of our folly. But if we
repent and turn, ask His forgiveness,
and go on to do what is right, even

YUy sins - aswe forg i

though we have consequences to face
in this world, His forgiveness will
make the final tapestry of our lives
perfect, a specimen that we can one
day present before “the presence of His
glory,” before Jesus and all the holy
angels, “with exceeding joy.” Oh the
goodness of our forgiving God!

God's forgiveness s not a once-
pnd-for-all ‘gift, It & a mark of
approval that He puts on our books,
an acknowledgement that comes
repeatedly to restore the broken rela-
tionship with Him every time we
repent from our sin and with an hon-

he apostle Peter had a dra.
matic, first-hand experi-
ence with forgiveness.
Someone has suggested
that along with Jesus’
warning to "Rementher
Lot's wife” we might
frame  these words;
"Remember Peter's trial.”
For Peter sinned, he
sinned terribly. Looking
back on it, he found it hard
to believe he could fall so hard, or
so far. Bul to his everlasting credil, he got
@ up and went on, and on, and on to a glo-
rious finish,

Yes, Peter |y a powerful example to
us because he dldn't stay down. As
quickly as he fell he rose to his feel,
with courage and greater determination
than ever belore to become the disciple
Jesus had called him to be

Let us re-live that dark might
with Peter, so that we can share
in the lesson he learned

Pl.‘ll'r had seen the last Aick-
ering torch disappear around
the turn in the path that
wound down the hill. Only
once in a while the proces-
sion could be seen through
the trees like giant fireflies.
Ihe murmur of voices, the
crackling of twigs, the rustling

of dislodged stones died away

Suddenly there swept over Peter the realiza-
tion that his Master had at last been captured
and was marching away to die. The ioy fear that
gripped his heart was a startling contrast to the
flaming courage with which he drew his short
swiord a few minutes before,

Peter hurried to catch up with the others, vel
not anxious to get too close. The procession
made for the house of Annas, inte which they
escorted Jesus. The heavy door creaked shut
behind Him. When Peter approached timidly,
it was to find John standing there

lohn persuaded the girl stationed at the door
to let them in. And as they slipped past her, she
scrutinized Peter and sabd, “Aren’t you one ol
this man's disciples?” And P'eter sakd, "l am not.”

Now they brought the Lord from Annas Lo
Calaphas. And the soldiers and the temple
guard mingled with the servants in the court-
vand. Because the night was cold, they had Kin-
dled a fire in the bragzier. And Peter, joining the
crowd, stretching out his hands, warmed him-
self at their fire.

He wasn't payving much attention to their
conversation until one of the soldiers nudged
him, and said, “You are one of them!” And
Peter, for the second time, sald, "1 am not.”

An hour passed, and now a soldier who had
come oul of the palace joined the group. As he
grected his friends in the circle, his eves fell on
Peter, whom he peered at closely. Peter feeling
the examination of the newcomer, looked
around at the soldier. “Didn’t 1 see you in the
garden with Him?" One of his friends joined
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est and true heart do what is right.
But the problem is never that God is
lacking in forgiveness. He simply can-
not give it until we have met His con-
ditions. He will not allow us to
forsake half a sin while hanging on to
the other half. God does not work by

halves. To receive His forgiveness we

must be willing to forsike all of it
Only then will He pardon.

(h, blessed be God, He is still
extending our time. He is still length-
ening out the last hour of this Day,
giving us g little more time to repent,
a little more time to turn and do what

him. “Certainly, he is one of the
Galileans; Just listen to his accent.”
The soldier stubbornly went on, “1 am
sure | 'saw him in the garden, for my
kinsman, Malchus, was wounded by
one of them who drew a sword. And if
1 am not mistaken, 1t was this very fel-
low." Then Peter began to curse and
swear and said, “l don't know the
Man." He used language that he had
not wsed for vears. Just then the cock
crowed, Immediately he remembered
the Lord's prophecy: Before the cock
crows twice, you will deny me three
times,
Like a wave the realiza-

is right, a little more time to make
the change from the old creature
to the new.

And our forgiving God will for-
give. If only we meet His condi-
tions, He will wipe the slate cléan,
as clean as though we had never
sinned... and grant us a share in
the riches of His glory, and honor
and immartality, even "fife forever
more,”

I anly we de it now...for “with
the LORD there is mercy, and with
Him is abundant redemption” (Ps.
130:7 NKJV). »

Now He paused on the stairway and
looked over the rail, looked into the
very soul of Peter. At that moment the
eyes ef the two met. through the
tears...that lovely face, thar dreadful
face; those sad eves, those reproachful
eyves, vet tender as If they understood
and forgave,

The world seemed to stand still for
that moment, as Peter looked at the
One he had denied, the One he loved.
We do not know what passed
between them, but Jesus seemed to
say again, "Simon; Simen, | have
prayed for vou. Satan has desired to

ittle vicious
minds harbor revenge;
great minds forgive.

have vou..., but | have prayed for you
that your faith does not fail." And
Peter went out and wept bitterly.

He went out into the night; into
the night of remorse and regret; into
the night of repentance and merciless
self-abnegation. Into the night; but as
has been beautifully said, it was to
meel the morning’s dawn.

We mav never come to such a
place in our lives. We do not have
the Master to look upon us, But let us
remember that He sees everv act, He
knows every thought. He hears every
hot, searing word. What are we doing

that we would like to keep

tion of what he had done
swept over Peter, All of a
sudden  he  remembered
what Jesus had said, And
with tears streaming down
his face, he turned away
from the fire, Through the
mist of tears he could see
ahead of him the stairs that
led to Pilate’s palace, And as
if by some terrible provi-
dence, it was at that very
moment Jesus was being led
up the stairs to appear hefore
Pilate.

The Lord had heard, The
Lord had heard every hot
searing word, The Lord had

T the Hour of Trial

1 the howr of trial, Jesus, plead for me,
Lest, by buse denial, I depart from Thee;
Wihen Thou see’st me waver, with a look recall;
Nor for fear or favor suffer me to fall.

Mh forbidden pleasures wauld this vain
world ¢hearm,

Or its sordid treasures spread to work mme harm;

Bring tomy remembrance sad Gethsentarie,

Or, in darker semblance, rugged Calvary,

Shuuin‘ Thy mercy semd mie sorrow, teil, and woe,
Or should pain attend me on my path below,
Crramt that [ may never fail Thy hand to see;
Crrant that [ vy ever cast my care on Thee,

frem Him? Let us hold back.
Hold back the bitterness,
the selfishness, the anger,
the revenge. Hold back the
hasty word, the proud spir-
it, the unkind deed. For as
surely as we are here today,
so surely we shall stand
before the Judgment seat of
Christ. And then it will be
teld, whether we served
Him in love and godly fear,
or whether we went our
own selfish way. Then it
will 'be told whether we
stood firmly for truth and
right, or whether we com-
promised to-accommodate
this or that,

heard the blistering denial.

MEGIIDO MESSAGE = July 1999




eter apparently had observed His
Master's forgiving spirit and  was
wondering one dayv how much of
this spirit he should have to prac-
tice, ‘S0 he asked Jesus: *'Lovd,
o' wrarry tines shadl 1 forgive iy
brotier when he sins against me? Up
to seven times? Jesus answered, T tell
voul, not seven tines, bt sevenfy-seven
fimes™ (Matt. 18:21-22 NIV). This
was 4 serfous matter to Peter. His old
lewish philosophy was more like that
af an "eye for eye, Looth for tooth, stight for
slight.” Forgiveness was not part of Jewish
law in that day, Jesus' answer astonished
Peter and silenced in shame his unforgiv-
ing spirit, “I say not unfe you, Until seven
tinmes: but, Until seventy times seven,”

But Jesus did not stop here, He went
on to give an even greater illustration
of the truth He was teaching in the
parable of the Two Debtors, He told
about a slave who owed his king “fen
thousand tafents.” Now a talent of sil-

ver, we are told, is the eguivalent of
about 15 years’ wages, If the slave worked his
entire Wfetime for the king, he could not pos-

sibly repay a debt of ten thousand talents. And
how could a slave work for wages anyway!
And even if his wile and children and all that

he had were sold, the payment could not be
made in full. So the parable reads, "W lond of
that servant was maoved with compassion, dand
foosed hin, atrd forgave fim the debt”

But what did the servant do, that servant
who had received such an enormous medsure
of forgiveness? He went out and found “one of
his fellow-servants, which owed hine an heodred
pence.” A pence was the wages tor a single day
of work, so this man's creditor owed him a
mere one hundred davs of work, "And he laid
Frarrcds on deies, cond fook feien by the thraat, saying,
Pay e that o owest.” He even "wenl and cast
Riee fneder prison, till e shondd pay e deibt,”

Some translations indtcate that the differ-
ence in value between the two debts is the dif-
ference between hundreds of thousands of
dollars— and something like $18. Could Peter
have missed the point?

Isn't God's goodness in forgiving us our
transgressions just that {ar surpassing any debt
our fellowman could owe us? And shouldn't
wee be willing to forgive as we have been for-
given—even “until seventy times seven”™? »

16
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veryone is hurt sometime or other by someone else. Whether or not
the hurt be intentional, whether it be major or mingr, long-term or
short, it is a wound which must be properly treated.

What is the right thing to do when we are hurt?

We have twa options, We can act by instinct, or by plan, Acting by instinct
is always gasiest. You don't have to tell little Johnny, “If Bobbv hits you, vou
just hit him back, and a little harder than he hiv yow.” Striking back is instinet,
and Johnny will hit back unless and until the child has a compelling reason to
shiow an alternate type of behavior,

Our instinct tells us to retaliate to
defend purselves, our reputation, or
our feelings. But God says no; if you
want to obey me, you can’t do that.
"Newer puay back evil for evil.” Never?
Mever!

But even refusing to retaliate is not
enough. If we would be Christ-like we
must actually forgive.

How can we leamn forgiveness?
Where shall we turn for the pattern to
follow?

The first place to look is to Jesus
Christ, the one God sent to be our Pat-
tern, His experience being so much
more extreme than ours, we can hard-
Iy think of His life 45 a Pattern. But the
principle is there, and can be applied
fj would be to any situation. What de we read of

lesus? "He did not retaliate when fie was

f GTgIVEHJ rust insulted. When he suffered he did not

- B threaten to et even, He left his case in
rﬂrgﬁ"}-’t’ others. the hamds of God, who always fudges
fairly* (1 Pet. 2:22-23 NLT).

Whatever the wrong, don’t retaliate, don't tey to get even, don't fight back.
Den't try to fake judgment into your own hands, but leave your case “in the
hads of God, who always fudges fairdy. "

The apostle Paul has given us another example. In his second letter to Tim-
othy he wrote, "Alexander the coppersnith has done e much harm, bt the Lord
will fuidge Wi for what he has done. Be careful of Tiim, for he fought against eveny-
trirg we sadd™ (2 Tim. 4:14-15 NLT). Imagine someone who fights against every-
thing you say. Who of us has confronted that situation? Yet Paul had no desire

“....they all deserted me, God
forgive them!” (2 Tim. 4:16 Phillips)

“God turned into good what
you meant for evil... Am1
God, to judge and punish you?”

(Gen, 505i0=-20.NLT )

“Lord, don't churgf them with

this sint"and with that, he died.”
(Acts 7:60 TLR)

“Father, forgive them; they do

not know what they are doing.
(Luke 23:34 NEB)

iF
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to “get even,” He was not even feel-
ing vindictive, Rather, he said, “The
Lord will pudee hine for what he has
dore. " He commitied the case to God,
knewing God would be fair and right.

he Judge is
at the door. Is my
heart right?

Another example Is that of Joseph.
Favorite son of his father Jacob, he
was horribly mistreated by his jealous
brothers, thrown into a pit, then sold
into slavery, then through no fault of
his own was cast into prison. His ten-
der heart could have beéen ovércome
with biftérpess, What did he do fo
deserve such tréatment? Where was
the God he professed to serve? Give
him a chance, and he'd let those
brothers of his feel the pain of what
they did to him.

Through the providence of God,
Joseph had the chance o show them.
But when he saw his brothers again
after many years, there was no bitter-
riesy tn Wiy heart to show, only pratl-
tude to God for bringing him through,
“Giind turnied fnito good what you mean!
for evil,” he sald with a full heart, and
he meant it (Gen. 50:19-20 NLT)
Instead of retaliating, he forgave,

Another example s that of
Stephen. Stephen’s example of for-
giveness comes 1o us from a point of

extreme trial. He was being literally
stoned to death. But in the midst of
such suffering; what was his feeling
toward his tormentors, those who
were taking his life? By instinct, any-
one would have been ralling against
them, consumed with the strongest
possible impulses to revenge. But at
the point of death, what did Stephen
pray? "He fell to his Enees, shouting,
‘Lord, don't charge them with this sin!’
and with that he died” (Acts 7:59-60
NLT). Again, he committed the case
to God,

This was the gospel Paul preached.
He wrote in his letter to the Romans,
“Dear friends, never avinge yourselves.
Legive that to God. For it iy written, T will
fake vengeance; | will repay thase who
deserve it," says the Lord, Instéad, do
what the Scriptures say: "I your enemies
are hungry, feed them. If they are thirsty,
give them something to dink, and they
will be ashamed of what they have done
to vor " Donc't fet evil get the best of vou,
but conguer evil by dioing good” (Rom.
12:19-21 LT,

How Shall T Forgive?

What shall be our plan of action anl
attitude when we have been wronged,
hurt, disappointed?

If we let instinct control, we will be
upsel, hurt, and ready to retaliate in
kind. If retaliation {5 ndt appropriate,
we will feel offended and hurt, and
will nurture a grodge or feeling of il
against the one who has wronged us.
Ohar spirit oF brodhediness will be dis-
placed with a spidit of *I'm-gaing-to-
giveas-good-as-l-get,” and we will
watch for opportunities (o show It.

With such an attitude our oppo-
nent is unharmed, but we are hurting
ourselves. We are encumbering our-
selves with a fegling that s not Christ:
like, and which will keep us from
obtaining God's forgiveness. For did
riert Jestiy say that God will farglve s
as we forgive one another? “For if you
forgive not men thete respasses, neither
will wour heavenly Father forgive vour
frespasses™ (Matt. 6:15 NEKJV).

But perhaps we are hol overcome
with this spirit. We sav, father, that
we will wait and see. If our opponent
repenits and turns, we will forgive—

with the ipference that if he doesn't,
we won't,

NMow this is the plan which Gogd
follows toward us. He forgives when
we L and do right. But we are not
God, We are not in a position o read
the other person’s heart, to know
whether his or her acknowledgmeni
is sincere or only momentary. We
cannol know whether one has truly
tepented.

If we make their attitude toward us
a condition of forgiveness, we are say-
ing, "1 'will not grow in character
unless the other person does ay they
should.” 50 as long as they refuse to
change, we continue 1o Ourse our
hurt, Can't we see the folly of it?

And oh, the danger of delaying.
Hew much better to follow the ¢xam-
ple of Jesus, to forgive the wrong and
place it in the hands of God, let God
judge and reward, and go on with
making our own heart and life right,
For in the final analysis, we are
responsible only for ourselves. And we
are told absolutely and positively to
forgive one another if we would be
forgiven, and hold no grudges againsy
anyone. This is what James warned;
"Den’t grigmble about each other, iy
brathers and sisters, or God wil judge
vou. For logk! The greal fudee Is conming,
He is standipg at the door!”™ (James. 5:9
NLT).

e Judge is at the dopr. 15 my
heart rght? Is yours? Are we ready to
open the door and welcome Him? For
afy feeling that stands between us
and out brother stands betwéen us
and God, stands between us and eter
nal life,

Oh, let us take on the spirit of
Christ and let go any feeling of ill, be
ready 1o forgive totally, whether or
not they repent, whether or not they
ask our forgiveness, whether or not
they do what we feel is fight. Yes, they
should approach us (o ask our for-
giveness. 1f we wrong another, that iy
what we must do, humbly apologize
and ask for forgiveness, then take it to
God, who will forgive as we turn. Bui
we canmnot harbor any resentment ot
11 will.

Oh, the freedom of forgiveness)
Forgiveness frees us from the pain of

(Contimued on frage 20)
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Uour

Fble?

1. What two places have been called “the city of David*?

2. What people lived in Jerisalem before David
captured it?

3. What is the common Biblical expression denoting
the distance between two places, north and
south?

4. What was the name of the place that facob called
"Bethel "}

3. Name the most common pair of cities used to
denote extreme wickedness,

6. In what city was Mars’ hill located?

7. In what town did Samson pull down the gates and
carry them away?

8. In what city were the disciples first called
Christians?

9. Was the “impotent man” cured at Bethsaida or
Bethesda?

10. What was the home town of Paul, Peter, and
Nathanael or Bartholomew?

Names AND THER MEANINGS

L. “Thou shalt call his name
save his peaple from their sing.”

2. "Andshe called lis ram s el She said,
Because drew Wi out of the water,”

3. “Call me not Naomi, call me : for the
Almighty hath deall very bitterly with me,”

4. "Thy name shall be
of ey wetions hueove 1 meade fhee

5. “Now will | praise the Lord: therefore she called his
narne it

: tor he shall

: for a father

6. s hat he rightly named 2 forr hie Fuath

supplanted me these two Hmes,”
2. "Thy mame shall be called no more Jacob, but
: for as a prince hast thou power with
Crod and with men. "

8. “Thou art Simon...thou shalt be called ;
which is hy interpretation, A stone. *

9. "They shall call his ypame
being interpreted is, God with us.”

10, “foses, ...by the apastles was surnamed
whiclh is, being interprreted, the son of consolation.”

. Whiich

CoLoRs

Fill in the Blanks with the correct colors, as used in the toxt;

1. “Is there any taste fn the _of an egg?”

2. Lok pot thow upan the wine wher it is e

I lacol took him rods of paplar.”

4, “His locks aré busiy and b

5. “When Lam old and headed, O God,
forsake me not.”

i,

“Put upon the fringe of the borders a ribband of

7. “And they clothed Him with arud plated a
crown of tharms, and put it about s head.”

8. "Though your siris be @y they shall be as

as snow; though they be

like they shall be as wool,”

9, will pass through all thy flock today, removing, . .all
the cattle.”

10. % pet shall ye be as the wings af a dove covered with

and her feathers with

gold.”

LovE

L. Who said: “Yea, Lord: thou knowest that T love thee,
and yet had denied his Lord three times not
long before?

What is the most famous example in the Bible of
devoted friendship between two men?

3. What is the most famous example in the Bible of
a loving bond between two women?

4. Who was known as the disciple whom Jesus loved?

Who said: “Greater love hath na man than this, that a
man lay dows his Tife for his friends®?

Ik

oy

6. What woman had an onlv son whom she loved
dearly, yet gave him up to be reared in the
temple for God's service?

7. Tinish this text: “If we love me. .. "

B, Which patriarch had a dearly loved son in his old
age, and yet was willing to offer him up as a
sacrifice at God's command?

fAnsivers on paye 25)
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hate and the gall of bitterness, and leaves us
free to serve God with a clear conscience,
intent only on doing and being right,

What should we do when we are wronged?
We are not free to retaliate. We are not free to
hold grudges. And we cannot make another

orgiveness frees us
from the pain of hate
and the gall of bitterness.

person repent. So we have only one option:
to immediately and completely forgive, Belng
hut or resentful only mikes a wrong on both
shdes.

Jesus taught the same lesson in His Sermon
on the Mount. “If you forgive those who sin
agalnst you, your heaveniy Father will forgive you.
Buat if you refuse (o forgive others, your Father will
ol forghve pour sins ™ (Matt. 6:14-15 NLT). This
tells us that we must positively and complete-
ly forgive those who wrong us il we expect to
receive forgiveness from God.

A certoin General Oglethorpe was said to
have stated very proudly to John Wesley, “1
never forglve anyone”; o which Wesley
replied, “Then | hope, Sit, that you never sin.”

Birterness is a serious issue with our stum-
bling, human nature. So easily it springs up if
someone doesn’t do something just to our lik-
ing. The author of Hebrews calls it a *root,”
and a root as it grows sends up more and
more shoots, poisoning more and more.

Let us dig up every root of bitterness, for-
give as fully as we shall want to be forgiven
when we stand before the great Judge, that we
may be among those of whom it will be sald,
“Twdll fovglve thelr wirongdoings, and [ will never
agutin remember their sins® (Heb. B:12NLT), #

out

L4

01:911’611855

By John Alan Cohan, Attormey at Law

esus said that if you forgive others their wrongs, “your Father in

Heaven will also forgive yvours, If vou do not forgive others, Uien your

Father will not forgive you elther™ (Matt. 6.14.) When Peter asked
Jesus, “Lord, o sty Hies sost 1 forgive the offenses of my brother?
Seven thnes?” esus replied, “No, not seven times, but seventy-seven thnes”
(Matt. 18:21.) Jesus clearly didn't mean to forgive others a mathe-
matically precise number of times and then quit, but meant that we
should have an unlimited supply of forgiveness.

Clearly, forgiveness Is a virtue of considerable importance. Indeed,
to practice it is our obligation.

Just what is forgiveness? Can you forgive someone who doesn’t
ask for forgiveness? If you are lorgiven by someone, how does that
affect your refationship with them?

First of all, forgiveness Is a response to moral wrongdoing of
another against you, Forglveness has a role only if someone has hurt
or disappointed you in a way that is morally wrong. Forgiveness his
ne place in cases of lmagi-
nary or trivial slights,

Who can do the forgiv-
ing? Tt is the "aggrieved
party”™ who is entitled to
bestow  forgiveness, nol
someone else. | cannot for-
give a criminal for his mis-
deed unless | was the
victim. You cannot forgive
someone for the wrongs
they did to anothér person
unless you yoursell were
wronged in the process.

Nor can you seek for-
giveness for another per-
win's wrongs. To seek
iorgiveness is the responsi-
bility of the wrongdoer and
no one else.

Forgiveness is a volition-
al act that involves emotions. It 15 impossible for forgiveness to go
through if vour emotions are not involved. Forgiveness is not mere.
lv the utterance of words of torgivéness—"1 see, you have repented;
good, | forgive you." With forgiveness we have a shift in attitude: Tt
is a matter of what Is in the heart, One attitude associated with for-
giveness is generosity of spirt, Forgiveness is something like a gift-
more than that, It expresses some largeness of soul.

(Cemtinmed on page 26)

n important
part of forgiveness is
overcoming resentment.

20
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8| fyou consider yourself a patient person, just try taking
=3 couple of five-year-olds fishing. The prospect of
becoming an air traffic controller will probably look easy
by comparison. On one recent excursion with my children
I'spent most of the ime baiting hooks, untangling lines,
answering questions (such as, "D fish éat peanut butter
and jelly sandwiches?"), and counting very slowly 1o ten.

Jeff and Jenny faired little better than their dear old dad
in the patience department. They would hardly let the
warn stay in the water long enough to get wel, A split sec-
ond after | would throw the line out, they would reel itin,
fully expecting to find a blue gill or killer whale at the
other end, After repeated attempts, | finally made them
understand that their haste made it unlikely that even a
fish with suicidal tendencies could move fast enough to
hook itself. They eventually learned to let the bait linger a
little longer.

How many tmes do we come up empty handed merely
because we do not have the capacity to wait? While we
may possess most of the right equipment, we are like the
rich young ruler in that it could be
saicl of us, “one thing lackest thoo. " In
our case, the deficiency is often in
the atea of patience. That which we
might have easily obtained Is lost
simply because we tend to plunge
ahead like a brakeless train on a
downhill grade,

Inour age of instant this-and
that, the ability to bide one's time

We azre so accustomed to instant potatoes and promises of
being an instant winner that we consider anything short of
immediate gratification toobe an unbearable delayv, Often
we fail to take a lesson from the world God created. The
incomparable beéauty of the Grand Canyon was not com-
pleted on a two-week schedule with the help of the Ari-
Zona highway department and a Heet of bulldozers. [
required the slow wearing away of countless, unreleriting
CETIUTIES.

The tongue-tingling taste of fresh corn on the cob is not
developed by dropping a seed in the ground and return-
ing at sunset {or the harvest. Time is needed to grow food
that both pleases and nourishes.

Many things in life simply take patience. It is no accl-
dent that formal education is planned to steetch over many
years rather than'a three-day weekend, If you have ever
tried to teach a child how to tie her or his shoelaces, then
you sense instinctively that it will likely take more than a
singlé afternoon for him to master the'intricacies of chem-
fstry and trigonometry, Even the brightest of minds musi
be given adeguate time to allow the
roots of lasting knowledge to gain a
firm hold,

While one cannot argue with the
truism that “he who hesitates is
lost,” yet it is alse true that some-
times “waiting is better than acceler-
ating."

Wisdom lies in learning when to
push, and when to be patient.

seems to become increasingly rare. el o
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CHARACTERS:

T e R e T friesbuand

e R wife

Hetls v e 16-year-old son of Oplir-and Birsha

Rizpah' ..ovies 10-year-old daughter of Oplir and Birsha

e e R R s e et son-in-law of Lot
SETTING:

Living room of o family next door to Lot (in Sodom),

MNARRATOR;

We all know what happened to the world of Noah's
time. They lingered, refused, and were lost. The end came,
fust as God had predicted.

And the message comes to us: Who? who will hearken
and hear, for the time 1o come?

Now we go to another day and another age, and hear
another warning. It is the voice of God's messenger speak-
ing to His servant Lot;

VoICT:

“Hiast thou Here any besides?.. . whatsoever thou hast in the
city, bring themt out of Heis place: for wewill destray this place,
because the cry of them is waxen great before the face of the
Lord, and the Lord hath sent us to destroy it."

NARRATOR:

The age was to end; Heaven had issued the decree.
Doom was to descend upon several thriving but wicked
cities, among them Sodom and Gomorrha. We know little
of these cities of the plains except that “their sin was very
grievous.”

God did not always punish wickedness immediately,
bt this time He chose to act. Perhaps it was for the exam-
ple these cities would be to those who in years to ceme

should choose to disregard God. Jesus perpetuated the
memory of Sodom with His timeless warning: “Ressennber
Lot's wife.” And as was writtén years later by one named

Judas, “I rust remind you—nd you Kpow it well—that even

though the Lord rescued the whale wation of Isvael from Egypl,
fie later destroved every one of thase who did nol remain faith-
fuel,..And doni’t forget the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah aed
Hheir neighboring towns, which were filled with sexual immoral-
ity and every kind of sexval perversion. Those cities were
destroved by fire and are a warning of the eternal fire [destruc-
tion} that will punish all who are evil” (Jude 5, 7 NLT).

The angels warned Lot, and he warned others, as God
had directed him. But did the people of Sodom believe?
Eet us see

(As curtain apens, Fathier Ophir is fust coming in from working
i the grain fields; it is late surmmer; Heth enters with i)
Herw: (talking as they enter, fiv a tone of deep pity)

Poor Father Lot! He is so easily frightened.

O Thee idea that his God would destroy Sodom, with all
its wealth and prosperity! Nonsense. | wouldn't worry
about it a minute!

Rizpati; What? Something going to happen?

Birsta: What's this 1 hear? Lot told you—

Herh: (scaffing) Lot's God is going to destroy Sodom—com-
pletely destroy it! And soon! Lot's all excited, says we'd
better get our things together and get out right away.

Orrm: He even went all the way to the field to warn us! It
would be on a night when we had to work late. All that
grain to get in, and if it should rain—

Rizratt; (frightened) What if something should happen?
Lot's God has done some mighty things!

Here: Now Hizpah, what do you know about Lot's God?
All you know is something Lot has told you. You don't

[t
5
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know anything, so be quiet! Hear me?

Rizeam: Lot told me He was the mightiest of gods, and
could—

Heru: (interrupting, mockingly) You don't believe it, do you?
All the gods can do mighty things. Just ask the priest of
Ishtar or the priest of Innin. They'll tell you!

Ortne T can't believe in the gods anyway. But any god that
would even think of destroving a wealthy place like
Sodom is downright foolish!

Herr: The gods should be happyl—uwith all the rich gifts
we give them!

Crprin: The gifts we give to the gods—or to the priests!
Hem: Do you suppose Lot told Elam? T think Il go see.
{starks for the door, when there Is @ knock. Elany enters.)

Him: Well, Elam! | was just starting out to find youw.

Eram: My good friend Heth! (nods a greeting to all in the
oo

OpHte: All packed, Elam?

Erant: {laughs) So vou've seen Lot tool

Hen: (looking Elam up and down conspicuonsly, speaks in
muocking tone) You don't leok too frightened,

Crerir: We were thinking you might be leaving this fair city
S0011,

Eras: Mot mel It would take more than that to make me
run!

Buisiia: What did Lot tell you?

Eram: He said he had some visitors from his God (laugh).
They're going (o destroy this (scoming) wicked city and
(eraftily) they're giving us a special advance-warning.
We're supposed to get out of here. Right away!

e And now, Elam, what are your plans for next win-
ter?! | mean, after Sodom is destroyed! (afl laugh)

Bipseia: (thoughtful and serfous) 1s there any possibility Lot is
right?

Criie: My good wife (lays Iis ftand comfortingly on her shipul-
der) you've seen a good many suns rise and set on the
city of Sodom, and | assure you that vou'll be seging a
Z00d many more,

Hirn: Lot s really taking it seriously, though. He said his
wife and daughters—

Evram: Daughters!

HETH: Yes, Lot says his wife and daughters are busy pack-
ing. They plan to leave as soon as they can,

Riziad: Like tomorrow?!

Herm: | don't know—uwe'll have to wait and see, They won't
be gone long (mocking) before they come dragging all
their stuff back again.

Birstiar Don't you think it might be wise to at least go over
to Lot's home and talk with the family...just in case
there's something to it?

Himi: Mother, vou'd make vourself look like a fool. What
would all the neighbors think when they found out?
Eras Sodom has been here a good long tme, and it isn't
ready to go off the map yet. Father Lot is old, and prob-
ably gets nervous easily. He'll fe¢l better after he gets a

good night's sleep. At least, | hope he doesn’t leave town
for good! He has a fine daughter, and-

Rezrar: And a ot of money!

HetH: Be quiet, Riz! (disconcerted pause) Lot's always been
rather queer, anyway, in different things, Remember,
Flam, last spring, when he took us out to his altar one
evening to worship with him? Strangest thing I ever saw
for religion. Ne priest, no god, nothing you could see.
Jusk a very plain altar, and-

Erase: | think | could go along with that part, but what gets
me about Lot's religion is all the “do’s" and “dont’s.”
When 1 set out to get his daughter, 1 never dreamed
what | was getting into! But | decided to se¢ it through,
The inheritance will be worth it. But once | have thatl in
my hands, I'm going to have my way about religion and
I'm afraid it won't resemble Lot's ideas.

HeTH: Yet, [ can’t help admiring Lot for his devotion, | just
don't understand it.

Orhm: Lot is-always telling how wicked this city is—

Erane: (intermpting) As if he were so righteous. To hear him
talk, you'd think Sodom was about the worst place in
the world te live.

Qv Wonder what ever brought him here, if Sodom is so
bad.

Rizras: Maybe that's why he wants to go.

Binsia: Then you're sure we don't need to look further into
this matter?

Cwrir: I'm o sure of it Positive sure. Let's drop the dreary
subject of doom right now and take it up again next
moon. Sodom will still be here.

Eram: Yes, Sodom will still be here—and I'll be settled in
my ewn little home. Goodnight. (scoffing) See vou
tomaorrow.

NARRATOR,

We kiiow that they did not live to learn—that it is fatal
to disregard the Divine decree. God knows whereof He
speaks, and when He commands, we disobey at our own
peril,

This is why the Lord caused the record of these events to
be preserved for us, so that we might not fall where they
tell; so that we might escape the doom which fell upon
them.

This was the message in Jesus' words: “Just as it was in
the days of Noah,...so also will it be fnthe days of the Son af
Man. Peaple were cating, drinking, miaerying and being given in
marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark. Then the flood
came and destroyed them all., It was the same in the davs Gf
Lot... D0 will be fust like this on the day the Son of Mun is
revealed” (Luke 17:26-30 NLT)

Human nature has not changed; the instinctive rebel-
lion of the human heart has not changed; and the unal-
terable certainty of the Divine decree has not changed. As
it was, so shall it be,

Let us tike heed. » (T be comtinmed text issug)
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WhaEeRre I's THE WEDDING?

“In the Megiddo Message for November 1998, the
QRA page, we read “Why did Jesus compare Him-
self to a lord returning from the wedding? 1f we
understand the Bible right, the wedding is on the
carth, not up in heaven.” Careful reading of the
Bible doesn’t appear to bear out the above. ”

The wedding of Christ and His bride is surely an event
of sufficient importanee to merit our concern and deep
interest, and we are thankful that the Bible reveals as much
as it does, although [ am sure we agree that we would like
maore details. But given what is told in Scripture, what do
we have?

I bielieve we agree on the identity of both the bride-
groom and the bride, the bridegroom being Christ and the
bride being the Church, composed of all faithful believers
in all ages up to the time of Christ’s second advent. Christ
is the “one husband,” and the faithful are a “chaste virgin™
which will be presented to Christ (2 Cor. 11:2).

Now let us think about the location of the wedding.
First, where are the respective parties before the wedding
takes place (Le., now)? Again, | am sure we agree that the
bridegroom is in heaven, at the Father's right hand, await-
ing the ime when He will return to earth, Those making
up the bride are on earth. A few are living, the majority are
sleeping in death, awaiting the appointed time of resurrec-
tion (at the return of Christ) when they will be restored to
life and together with the living believers be caught up to
meet their returning Lord in the air (1 Thess. 4:16-17).

One more event is necessary before the wedding, and
that is the Judgment which will detérmine who among
the believers are faithful and therefore eligible to attend
the wedding feast, and who are not. The dpostle Paul men-
tions the Judgment in several of his Epistles, suying that
“everyone of us shall give account of himself o God " (Rom.
112y "We shall all stand before the fudyment seat of
Christ” (Rom, 14:10) and  “For we must all appear before te
judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due
bim for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad ™
(2 Cor. 5:10 NIV)., He was also very consclous of his own
personal accountability, as he said in 1 Cor. 4:4-5: “My
cortscience is clear, but that does not make me imnocent. It is
the Lord wha judges me. Therefore judyge nothing before the
appeirted thme; wait till the Lord comes, He will bring to light
what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of
mien’s hearts. AU that time each will receive Tis praise from
God™ (NIV),

Jesus describes the Judgment scene using the simile of a
shepherd dividing his sheep from the goats, *Amd he shall
st the sheep on his vight Baned, but the goats on the left, Then

shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, w
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from
the foundation of the warld = (Matt. 25:33-34),

In the description in Rev. 14:4, of a scene following the
Judgment, both Jesus and the saints (the bride) are on the
earth. The Revelator saw in vision the Lamb standing on
Mount Zion with the one hundred forty four thousand
redeemed ones. He noted also their high achievement:
“These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth,
These were redeerned from amang men, being the firstfralts unto
God i to the Laanb, And bn their mouth was found o guile:
for they are without fault before the throne of God " (verses 4-5),

At this point the stage is set tor the wedding. From
Revelation 19 we get the timing and the picture of the
ceremony: "After these things I hedard a great voice of much
people in heaven, saying, Alleluia: Salvation, and giory, and
honor, and power, unto the Lond our God:... Let us be glad and
rejoice, and give honor to hirm: for the marriage of the Lamily is
come, ane his wife hath made herself ready™ (Rev, 19:1, 7),
Who are the “much people” in heaven? It seems that they
must be angels (they are also the “us”™ in verse 7), and
they are giving honor to “Him"  (the Bridegroom)
because “his wife” (the bride) "has made herself ready.” The
“mnach people in heaven” (the angels) are giving honor to
“Him" (the Bridegroom) because it is time for the mar-
riage of the Lamb, and the “wife” (bride) is ready, It does
not seem in the context of the passage that the “mch peo-
ple in heaven " could refer to either the Bridegroom or the
bride.

There are other passages of Scripture which indicate that
the bride could not be in heaven. Jesus said to His disci-
ples shortly before His crucifixion, speaking of Himself
going to heaven, "Whither I go, ye camnot come”™ (John
13:33), We realize that it is widely believed that the bride
does go to heaven, either at death and/or a1 the time of
the rapture, but a careful reading of Scripture does not sup-
port this position. Jesus said, *I will come again, and receive
vene unto myself, that where 1am there ye may be also” (John
14:3}—He did not say that He would receive them to Him-
self in heaven. Rather He sald, “7will come again. * Likewise
in 1 Thess. 4, after it is stated that the living believers along
with the resurrected ones will rise to “mevt the Lord in the
air,” and it goes on to say, “so shall we over be with the Lord”
(w. 17), it does not suggest or state that being together will
be in heaven, Many other passages in Scripture let us know
that it will be on the earth, that Christ is coming to reign
on the earth, to establish His kingdom on earth,with head-
quarters at Jerusalem (Zeph. 2:12; Matt. 5:35); to sit upon
His throne, and to share His authority with His falthful
bride (Rev, 2:26; 3:21),
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Cur Subscriber continues:

“Following the actual marriage ceremony and the
supper comes the wedding trip, description of which
starts four verses after the mention of the wedding
e, ‘And 1 saw heaven opened, and Dehold a white
tiorse; and fie that sat uport im was called Faithfil and
True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make
war,...and his name is called The Word of God ... And
he bath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written,
King of kings and Lord of lords (Rev. 19:11, 13, 16).

"His pew wile follows Him down to eanth: ‘and the
armies which were in heaven followed Him upon white
horses clothed in fine linen, white and clean’ (Rev,
LR L

“Let’s be very tidy as to whom any passage applies,
ang) thus avoid much unnecessary confusion.”

If Revelation 19:11 describes the wedding trip of the
newly united bride and groom, must we assume that they
are the ones sitting upon the “white horse, ” who will “fudge
and make war” ? Are the bride and groom also the “uarmies
witiclt were in hedven ™ which “folfowed him tpon wiite fiors-
es, clothed in fine linen, white and clean™? Does it seem that
the “armies which were in heaven” is an appropriate desig-
natipn for the bride of Christ?

It does not seem that any of these suggestions fit the
context. The Ofd Testament speaks frequently of the Lord
being “the Lord God of hosts, " the Lord of the armies of heav-
en, l.e, the angels. We know that angels will accompany
Jesus when He returns. Couldn't angels, then, be the armies
in heaven which are part of the scene in Revelation 192

We agree fully with vour final statement, “Let’s be very
tidy as to whom any passage applies, and thus avoid much

those wha are "fews indegd” (by training and commitment)
as distinet from Jews by birth (by blood descent), Paul said
in Rom. 2:28-29, “For hp Js not a Jew, which is one outward-
Ty meither is that clrenmeision, which is outward i the fleshe:
But e is d few, whicl s ome fowardly; and clrcmmcision is that
of the heart, in the spirit, amd not in the letter; whose praise is
ot of men, but of God.” This suggests an Istaelite nation
which is cansidered to be chosen peaple of God, who may
of Tay not e Yews Dy dght of birth, They-are Jews because
of being “clreumcised at heart” and are secking the approval
of God, not of men,

In the Book of Revelation, chaprer 17 describes he fall of
Babylon, and the Lamb (Christ) showing His authority over
Babylon, and “overcoming them, " "for he is Lord of lords,
anid King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and
chosen, and Rt Thic indicates Chelst on the scene
conquering the nations of earth. Chapter 18 tells more of
the fall of Babylon and the resulting worldwide cataclysm.
Then chapter 19 follows with, “Awnd atter these things § freand
a great voice of much people in heaven...” and the wedding
feast is described in the verses that follow. Wouldn't it
seem strange that if Jesus is on earth during chapter 17 and
18, that suddenly He is seen in chapter 19 as being In heav-
en when the passage conrrects with the words “affer these
things"? Does He return to heaven for the wedding after He
has been conquering on earth? Furthermore, chapter 19,
verses 2 and 3 continue to show Christ's victory over the
evil powers of earth, right at the time the “voice of much
peaple in figaven™ 1s heand,

Jesus is coming to reign on the earth, not in heaven.

unnecessary confusion.” However, it
is not always clear to whom a passage

applies, and we st be careful that | Cans Copoas
we arake flurmony in our study of [ Bethlchem and Jerusalem (Luke 24 1. White (Job 6:6)
Scripture, and do our best to under- : and 2 Samue] 5: >-4) 2. Red (Mroverbs 23:31)
stand what the Seripture writer is say- 2, Jebusites (Joshya 15:63) 3. Gireen (Genesis 30:37)
: ¥k ion | b, From Dan tg Beersheba (Judges 20:1) ot i = i
ing, not read our interpretation into & T iGenesis a8 s 4. Mack (Songe of Solomon 5:11)
his ﬂards. 8 SodnmiEnd et Jutle 7) 5. (ray (Psalm 71:18)

As ‘fﬂr the passage in Loke 6. Athens (Acts |7:15, 22) 6, Blue (Numbers 15:38)
12:35-37, which you suggest applies 7. Gaza (udges 16:1-3) 7. Purple (Mark 15:17)
to “the Jewish people who have been R Antloch (Acis 11:26) 8, Scarlet, white, red, crimson

comyerted and are meanwhile leading 9,

ArswiERs T QUESTIONS ON PAGE 19

Bethesds (John 5:2)

{isatah 178
Brown (Genesis 3032

=

a large number to Christ,” we fail 1o
see any reference of this nature in
Jesus' wards. It is certainly passible
that Jewish people may be included
in those who are ready and waiting
for their Lord, but is there anvthing
that suggests that this passage applies
only to Jews?

We must also remember, when
the Hilile speaks of the lsraclites, that

“they are not all Israel, which are of

Israel”™  (Rom. 9:6), and also that
many tmes references are made to

MY, Tarsus (ACts 22:1); Bethsaida (John
44 ang Cana (fohn 21:2)

NanEs anD THE g Meanings
Jesus (Matthew 1:21)
Muoses (Exodys 2:100
Mara (Ruth j-210
Abraham (Genesis 17:5)
Ddah (Crenesgs 26:35)
Tacoly (Genesis 27:36)
Israel (Gienesjs 32:28)
Cephas (John 1:42)
Emmanuel (zMarthew 1:23)
':‘.'!. Parmakras L Avrs 456

MW e W

lU Sifver, yellow (Psalm 68:1.4

Lowy

1. Teter (John 21:15)

2. avid and Jonathan (1 Sam, 180
3. Ruth and Naomi (Rath 1:16-17)
4. john (John 19:26; 21:20)

5. Jesus (John 15:13)

B, Hannah (1 Samuel 1:22, 28)

7o ke iy commandinents (Jobin
[4:15]

% Abraharm foenesis 221-3
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About Forgiveness

{Continued fraom page 20)

Are we entitled to lorgiveness?
Surely that is the case with respect to
God's forgiveness I we seek it accond-
ing to His terms. But as to another
human's forgiveness, 1 can seck vour
|l}lj:l'l.t'111:5‘| fior my sin against vou,
and you may simply refuse. But if yvou
refuse, you cannot say you arc a

erely
forgetting
that someone injured
you does not count as
forgiveness.

Chiristian. 1f someone acknowledges
thelr offense and seeks your forgive-
ness, vou are obligated as a Christian
to forgive them. They have presented
vou with a moral claim of sorts by
acknowledging their offense.

On the other hand, if you are too
quick to forgive vou may not be let-
ting the reality of the offénse sink in.
For forgiveness to work there has to
be a “taking in" of the offense. For
Instance, a battered wile who Is sorely
lacking self-respect may be disposed
to constantly forgive her hushand
éven though he doesn't acknowledge
wrongdoing. Such a victim thinks the
wrongdoer s entitled to forgiveness
no matter what. But one must first
recognize the nature of the offense,
and only then is he or she in a posi-
tion to forgive, and not sooner,

Can you forgive someone if they
have not asked to be forgiven? If the
wrongdoer does not seek forgiveness,
and the offense becomes a pattern of
wrongdoing, there is a moral dilem-
ma. In order for forgiveness to be

—

give others. Forgive

complete, the wrongdoer needs to
acknowledge the wrong. With the
battered wife sitiation, repeated acts
of forgiveness will accomplish little
until' her hushand comes to grip with
his sin. Only then can there be real,
genuine forgiveness.

Forgiveness seems to be partly vol-
untary and partly Involuntary. We
don't feel forgiveness automatically,
I'rue forgiveness has some sort of
emotiondl commitment in the mat-
ter, not just the mere utterance of
words, It Is a delicate matter if some-
one seeks your forgiveness but you
feel hard-hearted about it. You can't
just force your mind to conjure up the
appropriate state of heart. To truly for-
give, you must be forgiving in heart.

It Is important to distinguish lor-
giveness from forgetting, Merely for-
getting that someone injured you
does not count as forgiveness. Forget-
ting Is an involuntary, unconscious
phenomenon, while forgiveness is
voluntary.

Forgiving can be very diffi-
cult to achieve. People see that they
ought to lorgive, and work hard at
being able tw forgive. Sometimes one's
hieart s moved easily; other times not,
Egodentricity can stand in the way of
forgiving because there is a tendency
to leel superior in the aftermath of
being wronged.

If you have a very great investment
in yourself this investment will be
threatened by forgiving another
or accepting forgiveness, To for-
give you must relinguish this feeling
of superiority—or a fear of being vul-
nerable to further disappointment
and injury. These are powerful forces,
Hence when we forgive (or accept for-
giveness) it's not simply an expression
of generosity of spirit, but it's over-
coming one's investment of the ego.
Genuine forgiveness is nonegotistic—
hence it's a réemarkably beautiful
virtue,

Likewise, for the recipient of for-
giveness it's often difficult. Pride

stands in the wiy of accepting it. To
seek forgivencess means that you at
least have to genuinely acknowledge
wrongdoing, An impartant compo-
nent of fergiveness is the over-
coming of resentment. After vou
lorgive someone, if it's true forgive-
NEss, _\T'lll overcome resentment, and
this captures the idea of a welcoming
back, as in the Prodigal Son parable.
Welcoming back means a restoration
of the status quo as it was before the
rupture occurmed. It means a heartfelt
gratification that the other person is
back in the fold, as it were.

Forgiveness requirés a certain
amount of maturity. It seecms part of
human nature to damage things that
we value. By forgiving another you
undo damage and restore a relation-
ship—auite often on a more mature
level, When the relationship s
restored it usually has an entirely
different quality—it is restored
while recognizing the evil that was
there—and it has a new character and
depth.

The profound value of forgiveness
Is that something that was damaged
can be made whole again; a relation-
ship once damiaged can be restored
through forgiveness. Hence this is a
virtue of considerable importance. It's
also significant because in forgiving
vou take a step toward overcoming
yOur ego.

It's easy to deceive ourselves
regarding forgiveness. A dose of
healthy skepticism is always in order
on the question of whether you have
or haven't truly forgiven someone (or
accepted forgiveness). It is tested over
time.

At its core, forgiveness is mysieri-
ous—we can't with any degree of
assumnce itemize the factors that
enter into forgiveness, But we do
know that someone who is disposed
to forgive tells you something about
his generosity of spirit and his com-
mitment to faith; the one who refuses
to forgive shuns the Celestial gate.

\ {Imw who testify by the yard and live by the

inch ought to be kicked by the foot. B.P. Carroll
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Lr- today s clondy,

Tomorrow may be fine,

No one has failed who kept

A happy state of mind.

The lonsest joumey taken,

Starts with a single mile,
And-ane-day-at-a-time can change
The worthless: to worthwiiile,

FE]Inwship with Christ demands following Christ.

Iiﬂﬁnes.-.' is the ONLY pathway to happiness.

(:ﬂnqugring yourself is the first step toward changing

vour aspiratiens to eternal certainties.

I;ife is @ quarry out of which we are to mold and chisel
ard complete a ciaracter,

Ifycru fear peaple will know it, don't de it,

I know a little secret,
Here's what it's all about;
If my tips are always smiling,
They haven't time to pout.

Rememher. cheerfulness s one of the few things that
you may squander to advantage.

er good did it do-to be grouchy today?
Did your surliness drive any trouble away?

Diid you cover more ground than yow wsually do,
Because of the grouch that you carried with you?

If nat, wihat's the use of a groweh or a frown,
IF i won't smiooth a path and i fust puts you down;

If it doesn't assist you, it isn't worthwhile,
Your work may be hard, but just do it—and smile!

Budget your time carefully: it is one thing you
can't replace,

If’ we piake the most of today, it will be-easier to make
the most of tormorrow,

The temperamental individual has been described
as nine-tenths temper, one-tenth mental.

{)‘;1&*55 a tree has borme Blossoms in the spring it is
vain to look for finit in the autunm,

Gﬂd can give Himself to us only in the measure
that we give ourselves to Him.
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([_Lme you thought, when feeling weary
With the trials of the day,
Of the thousand wasted chances
Which the hours have borne away?

ve you thought about the blessings
That surround you all the time,

And that grumbling in their presence

Is a weakness—nay, a crime?

Lave you thought of all you're missing
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