'- w, like a river; attendeth my w
Jhen sorrows, like sea billows roll;
“Whatever my lot, Thou hast tought me lo say,
Tt is well it is well with my soul.” -

it Is Well With My Soul
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WHEN SILENCE IS,GOLDEN

Ew people enjoy controversy., Most
wish to keep the boat reasonably steady,
even if they have to [orfeil expressing
themselves oceasionally. The spirit of
today is generally one of tolerance. Keep
vour thoughts to yourself if they do aot
match those of the crowd, or better still,
keep gquiet. Silence is the only answer
that cannot beargued against,

This may be good at fimes, but who
are the people who have moved the
world for good? Were the prophets of

God silent witnesses? They were people

of conviction, people who stgod for
something when it was unpopular to
stand for anything; people who stood
and spoke, even though they had to
undergo a bit of name-calling—or ‘wWorse.
Multitudes rejected them, but a few lis-
tened and took heed. And it was these
few whom God was seeking,
Broad-mindedness is not always the
best policy.. It has been said that the dif-
ference between a politician and a states-
man is that the politician sees which way
the people are going and tries to stay

with them, while the statesman sees

what is best and goes that way, even if
no one will follow him.

There have been few figures in history
more controversial—but none more
mighty—than Jesus of Nazareth. He was
born in obscurity and raised in a quiet lit-
tle village. Yet, when He came into view,
He spoke as no other man had spoken.
Did He seek support for His thoughts? He
found it only in the Law and the
Prophets. In His speeches He paid no
recognition to  philosophers, poets or
politicians. “You have heard...but [ say

nrfo. you” He said as He overruled their

comfortable traditions, Were the people
pleased? It did not matter. When He was
choosing His topic, He did not consider
what was popular or what the audience
was eager to hear. Rather, He delivered

e

the message of His Father, whether it was
a message of love and Kindness, or of
judgment. Did His hearers like it? That
was not an issue; it was what they needed
toy hedr. His duty was to speak the words
which His Father had given Him to
speak, and this He did falthfully.

One time shortly after He had fed the
five thousand, the people gathered,
thinking they would get another free
meal. They did—but not the kind they
had expected. True enough, Jesus talked
of bread and meat, but not the Kind
they were accustomed to, This kind
cameé from heaven, and would give life
everlasting, Who wouldn’t thrill at such
a prospect! But no, they found the
bread hard and the meat tough to
chew. Jesus, sensing their disturbed feel-
ings, said, “Dpes this offend you?” (John
6:61), And He watched while scores of
them went away. A lesser man might
have called it a disaster, but not Jesus.
He only turned and put the question to
His disciples: *Will yoy go too?" Truth
was truth, and it had to be spoken,
without regard to what anvone might
think. It was a matter of life and death.

Jesus never tested to see which way
the wind of popular opinion was blow-
ing before He spoke. Why should He be
concerned with human support, when
He had the authority of heaven behind
Him? “Heaven and earth shall pass away,”
He' said, “but iy words shall not pass
away” (Matt, 24:35).

Do we wonder that He changed the
course of history?

The apostles carried on with the same
spirit. lmprisoned, beaten and threat-
ened by the civil autherities, they replied
with all confidence, “We cannot help
speaking about what we have seen and
heard” (Acts 4:20, NIV). They had a mes-
sage that needed to be delivered, and
they did it. (Cortiimued on page 279




MEGIDDO MEANS ...

“a plage of troops” (Gesenjus’ Habrew Laxicon);
“a place of God" [Young's Analytical
Concordance). Megiddo was and is'a town in
Palestine, strategically located, and the scene of
frequent warfare. In tha spiritual parallel, it s a
place where soldiers engaged in spiritual war-
fare gather to renaw their strength and courage
(2 Cor. 10:4-5).

WE BELIEVE ...

— in God, the Creator and sustaingr of the earth,
the world, the universas, and &l life, in wham
we “liva, and move, and have our being.”

— in the Bible a5 our only source of true knowl-
etge about God and His purposes and plans
for His creation and for the salvation of
humankind.

—in Jesus Christ, the Son of God and our
Parfect Example, who was conceived of the
Haly Spirit and born of a virgin, who minis
tered among His brethren, was crucified, res-
urracted, and taken to'heaven and seated at
the right hand of the Father, crowned with
immartal glary, and who shall shortly return
to be King of the whole earth.

— in the Holy Spirit, the openly manifest power
of Gad, which God bestowed at various timaes
and in various ways to reveal His knowledge to
humankind, 1o support His spokesmen, 1o con-
firm Hig utterances, and to demonstrate His
suprame power and autharity.

— in lifa as the gift of God, and in our sacred
responsibility 10 use it for God and His coming
Kingdom.

—in humankind as providing the raw material
from which shall be selected and developed a
superior, God-honoring people upon whom
God will hestow the blessings of immaortal life
in His soon-coming Kingdom,

— in ourselves as capable, with the help of God,
of applying to our own lives the precepts and
principles taught in the Waord of God, in this
way perfecting that high gquality of maoral char-
acter which God has promisad (o recompensea
with life eternal in His heavenly Kingdom on
earth,

— in the.promise of God, that Jesus Christ will
soon return to rid the earth of all gin and suf-
fering and inaugurate an eternal and world-
wite kingdem of paace and righteousness,
until God's will is done here as it is: now dong
in heaven.

The Herald and the KING

Qua pLaeT will soon witness the greatest events
in its history. For centuries God has been silent,
But that sifance will soon be brokean by the
arrival of Effjak the prophat, who comes to her-
ald the Second Advent of Jesus Christ: "Behold,
| will send you Elijah the prophet before the
coming of the great and dreadful day of the
Lord:...fest | came and smite the earth with a
curse” (Mal, 4:5-6), '

Then shall follow the King of kings and Lord
of lords, to begin His momentous work of trans:
forming our world into the glorious.and eternal
Kingdom of God.
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n a recent issue of
the Smithsonian, an
article called "Digging
for Dinosaur Gold"” high-
lights the excavation of some

ancient mammoths. One apparently carniv-

orous creature unearthed had foot-long
teeth shaped much like a serrated saw blade.
How did the creature come by such an ideal tool
for rending flesh? Said the author, “1 marveled at the exquisite effi-
cacy of Darwinian selection, which had lined these Killer teeth with
fine parallel serrations.” Who did it? Who designed these teeth for
this meat-eating animal? If it were a work of art, one would credit
an artist. If it were a machine, one would seek out the engineer
who designed it. But an animal that lived and sustained itself for
many years, that reproduced its kind and performed all the life
processes—such a creature is said to be the result of blind and undi-
rected chance (natural selection)! Such reasoning requires more
faith than to believe in a supreme Deity that can create and order
at will. It almost seems that every effort is made to deny and dis-
credit the Creator. What an insult to Omnipotence!

Or take the continual discoveries of galaxies in the heavens, vast
beyond fathoming. What do scientists conclude? Only that they
are seeing nearer and nearer to the time of the Big Bang, that sup-
posed tremendous explosion that resulted in billions of galaxies,
each populated with hundreds of billions of suns.

We look at nature. We look at the stars. We look at a cell, or the
atom, or our own bodies, all incredibly complex. And the question
repeats itself: Who did it? Can any thinking person really believe
that such precisely functioning, intricate structures came about
without any intelligent mind directing?
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Can we even faintly realize the debt we owe Lo pur
gracious God for the simplest blessings of life—sun-
shine, food, breath, eyesight, sound, and we could go
on and on? How deep and heartfelt is our gratitude to
Him, and how accueate is our estimate of ourselves
and our own strength by comparison? What could we
do without Him?

And so the ever present gquestion; Am | really grate-
ful to God for all that He has done? Am | ready to say
with the Psalmist, “Great things Thouw frast done”? Am |
anxious and ready to give Him all the glory He is due?
And then the guestion that follows: What does Gad
expect of me? What should 1 be doing in return?

Thanksgiving is an excellent time for self-evalua-
tion. [t isa time to realize that we did not do even a
very little of the work of providing for ourselves,
much Jess all-of it.

F'o be truly thanktul is to be aware of the many
forces that combine te make our lives what they are in
spite of difficulties;, in spite of our thoughtless ingrati-
tude,

To be thankful is to realize that whatever we have
or whatever we have done, we did not do it alone.

Ta be thankful is to acknowledge that we have been
blessed by others and that we have been blessed by
God; thus we need others, and above all, we need
God.

To be thankful is to-acknowledge that we did not
do it all by ourselves.

A current religious thinker writes that thanksgiving
is “an acknowledgment of the fact that man did not
create himself, that nothing belongs to him.... What
he has is given to him. Every serious giving of thanks
implies an acknowledgment of one’s finitude.”

Finitude—doesn't that describe our natural mortal
condition? The word has not a single definition that
applies in the immortal sphere. But among mortals,
how appropriate!

'~ When We Want Credit...
Yet how easily we are tempted to exalt ourselves, poor
little creatures of dust t.i@]:m are, We smile at the

story of the ‘ker that gave a mighty peck to
the great tree just as lightning struck it, and when the

giant vak came crashing down, said “Look what |
did!" But there is danger, great danger, that when
our blessings multiply and the work of our hands
prospers, we will think just as proudly—and vain-
Iv—as the poor woadpecker, “Look what | did!"”
We so easily remember our small part and forget
the great debt we owe to God for our blessings,
our lives, and our very being.
At times we may sorely crave the satisfaction
of blessing ourselves in the work of our own
hands, but can't we see how foolish it is? Who
wishes to emulate the great King Nebuchadnezzar
who said, "Ts not this great Babylon which | have built?”
For, in the words of the prophet Isaiah, God will “pun-
ish the frwit of the arrogant heart.... For he has said, ‘By
the power of my hand by my wisdom I did this, for T have
understanding: and | removed the boundaries of the peo-
ples, and plandered their treasures, and like a mighty man
I brought down their infabitants, and v hand reached to
the riches of the peoples Tike a nest, and as one gathery
abarndaned cxgs, T gathered all the earth; and there was not
e, that flapped its wing or opened its beak or chivped ™
{lsa. 10:12-14, NEB).

Hear the reply of the Lord: “Is the axe to boast itself
over the one who chops with it? Is the saw to exall itself
aver the one who wields it? That would be like a club
wielding those who Iift it, or like a rod lifting him whe s
et woud” (v 15).

A Time to Remember

Many passages of Seripture stimulate our thinking
and remind us of our need to remember God., A ser-
mon by Moses, recorded in the eighth chapter of

- Peuteronomy, has been preserved especially for our

mg, we who like to think teo much of ourselves
little of our great and matchless Creator.

These words were spoken when the nation of Israel

was standing on the brink of the Jordan, ready to
enter the Land of Promise. It was a time to remem-
ber. Too, too easily would they forget the lessons
learned in the wilderness.

“Beware” was the key word in Moses" message.
“Bewire that in your plenty vou don’t forget the Lord your
Grod and begin to disobey im” (Deut, 8:11, TLB).
“Beware that in your plenty vou don't forget the Lord your
Crogd, ™ for well Moses knew—and well God knew—that
they would forget. The time would come—and soon—
when the Children of lsrael would forget by what
means they reached the Land of Promise. They would
forget the God whoe had led them, fed them, guided
them, supported them, protected them. When would
this happen? When they should begin to prosper,
when their barms began to fill and their herds began
to multiply and all was well with them.

“Lest when thou hast eaten and art full, and hast bill
gooddly houses; and dwelt therein; and when thy herds and
thy flacks wadtiply, and thy sitver and thy gold is multi-
plied, and all that thou hast is multiplied; then thine heart
be lifted up, and thou forget the Lord thy God, which

brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt, from the house
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of bondage:...And thou say in thine
feart, My power and the might of
mine hand hath gotten me this
wealth, But thou shall remember the
Lord thy God; for it is le that giveth
thee power fo get wealth, that he may
establish his covenant which e sware
unto thy fathers, as it is this day”
(Deut, 8:12-14, 17-18). Or, as
phrased in the Jerusalem Bibie,
“Beware af saying in your heart,
My own strength amd the
ntight of my owit hand won
this power forme.”

Or, in simple para-
phrase, Beware, lest
you think you did it!

Are we willing to remain unre-
warded for the time, if need be, if
only we can qualify for that far
more exceeding and eternal weight
of glory?

God seems to knew the clay of
which we-are made. He had
blessed Israel, given them all they

needed to sustain them for forty
vears in the wilderness, vet He
foresaw that when they
would be comfortably set-
tled in the Land of
Promise they would so
soon begin commend-
ing themselves for
what they had

A grateful atti- accomplished,
tude !;'oward hﬂfﬂ;ﬁr Jnstozd of
God and h i
iy we have or whatever i
Schomvices: we have done, we did i
omnipotence is a nor do it lest you think
problem that faces you did it."
us just as surely as ﬂ!ﬂﬂg. : Ingratitude is
the Great Apostle ~ oneof the symptonis
addressed "every man of our godless age.
that is among you” with his Gratitude to God is one

wamning: “Do not think of
yvourself more highly than you
ought, but rather think of yourself
with sober judyment” (Rom. 12:3
NIV).

Have we examined our own
hearts to see how it is with us? As
long as we take the “We did it”
attitude and do not recognize the
tremendous debt we owe to God,
we cannot be truly thankful.

Are we able to maintain a truly
thankful spirit in evervthing we
do?

Are we able to say honestly, in
the fear of God, that we are more
concerned that God gets all the
credit due to Him than that we get
the little due to us?

of the greatest evidences of
humility. Gratitude and
humility are virtues that walk
hand in hand all the way into
the Kingdom of God—in fact,
they cannol be separated.

The apostie Paul, writing to the
overconfident and over-exalted in
the church of Corinth—and to
us—was well aware of this human
shortcoming. He wrote: “Whao
maketh thee to-differ from another?
and what hast thoy that thou didst
not receive? now if thou didst receive
it, why dost thow glory, as iff thou
fadst not received 12 (1 Cor, 4:7).

However glorious the exalted
feelings we may entertain of our
own worth, God knows. There is

no need to commend ourselves,
Perhaps we have done well. Per-
haps we have rendered distin-
guished service in behalf of the
Lord's cause, 5till the question of
Paul remains: "What hast thou that
thou didst not receive?”’ What did we-
use to render that service but the
health, the strength, and the abili-
ty given us by God—which was
only our rightful duty to use? In
fact, if we had not used our God-
given ability and rendered the ser-
vice, condemnation would be ours
{or not deing what we could have
done.

In no case are we justified in
commending ourselves, If we had
not rendered that bit of service
and God wanted it done, it lies not
one iota beyond His ability to have
found someone else to doit. When
wesay “l did it" and take the cred-
it to ourselves, we disqualify our-
selves for the blessing that would
have been ours, for God will find
another to take our crown.

God Will Reward

Whatever our age or stage in life,
whatever our responsibilities,
whatever we are able or not able to
do for God and His Kingdom, God
knows, and we must trust Him to
bless and reward accordingly.
Mever are we right in taking credit
to:ourselves. It is our part to obey;
God's to reward.

The prophet Daniel is a striking
contrast to the ungrateful “T did it”
complex. Hear the king asking him
whal he was able Lo do in inter-
preting the King's dream, and hear
him reply nobly, meekly, humbly
in these God-exalting words that
heaven rejoiced to hear: “As for me,
this secrét is not revealed to me for
any wisdom that 1 have more than

(Coritinued o pge 8)

A fathier was recalling to his young son Bobby a few exciting experierices fie had
furd while in the army. With as naich description as he thought the child could
comprehend, e told of his great deeds of valor, his long marches and sleepless
nights, how hard and bravély he had fought, what distinguished service he had
given—until suddenly Bobhy interrupted his father’s tale of valor with this simple
question: *But Daddy, what were the rest of the soldiers for?”
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Yo, / Slanke Yow!

"_'/m grateful, Lord, that You have not withdrawn Your mercies—
because my thanks have been so long in coming!

Your goodness continues to be new every morning, even thotugh | so
often fail to acknowledge it.

Your handiwork shows in each golden leaf, each sparkling raindrop,
each radiant sunbeam.

I thank You that You have not cut me off from a hundred expressions
of Your loving-kindness and tender mercy, because of my negligent grati-
tude.

Even though I am so undeserving, Lord, You still permit me to enjoy
the delights of fellowship, the joy of sharing, the thrill of understanding,
the peace of knowing that You are in control and are working all things
together for my good,

I epuld not blame You, Lord, if You were to cancel some of my bene-
fits, when | have been so often thoughtless and unkind. You could say
“Enough!” to the angels who are dispensing mercies toward me, if You
so desired.

And now, O God, as | pause in this moment of thankflness that is so
long overdue, 1 think of Your steady patience, In spite of my failings,
You still are letting me taste some of Your richest, most i[IE'('I:'l]. blessings.
In spite of how unworthy 1 have proven, You are still effering forgive-
ness as 1 tumn from each sin. In spite of my unloving and hardened atti-
tude, You are still drawing me with bands of love. How is it possible,
Lord? Is it that You want me to have a foretaste of Your real delights? Is
it to make me hungry for better things?

I believe this is it, and so I thank You for letting me know the beauties
of truth, the surety of Your word, the fullness of Your
promises, and the bright expectations You have in
store for all who truly love and obey You,

Accept my overflowing gratitude for the things |
have taken for granted far too long. Accept my
gratitude for a knowledge of You and Your
great purpose; for a work to do and a place to
do it; for a challenge to meet, and strength to
meel it; for a hope to live for and a goal to pursue
with all my mind, might and strength.

God, thank You for taking time out of Your
busy schedule of administering worlds and direct-
ing planets, suns, moons and stars, to teach and
encourage Your earthly children. Thank You, even
though I have been many times unworthy and
ungrateful. You are still giving me life. This means I
can use it for Your eternal glory and my eternal good.

Accept my earnest gratitude, so long overdue! Yes,
Lord, | still thank You! [
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nipresence

0
<ord of all being, throned afar,
Ry glory flames from sun and star;
Center and soul of every sphere,
Yet to each loving heart how near!

»
L4 ] un of our life, Thy quickening ray
Sheds on our path the glow of day;
Star of our hope, Thy softened light
Cheers the long watches of the night.

({) ur midnight is Thy smile withdrawn,
Our noontide is Thy gracious dawn,;
Our rainbow arch Thy mercy’s sign;
All, save the clouds of sin, are Thine!

__{]rd of all life, below, above,

Whose light is truth, whaose warmth is love,
Before Thy ever-blazing throme

We ask no luster of our own.

-

t__., rant us Thy Truth to make us free,
And Rindling hearts that burn for Thee,

Till all Thy living altars claim

One holy Hght. one heavenly flame.

—Selected

ary fiving, bt for their sakes that shall make Known the
fnterpretation to the king, and that S mightest know e
thotghts of thy eart.... There is o God in freaven that
reiealeth secrets, and maketh Knowse o the king Neb-
uchadnezzar what shall be i the latter days” (Dan,
2:28-30). Daniel was too great a man to take the cred-
it to himself. God's honor was supremely important.
He knew that If he honored God, as every mortal
should, God would take care of whatever belonged to
Daniel.

Still, we are not by nature like Daniel. Thanksgiving
comies to remind us that we need help. No one is'self-
sufficient, either for this world or for the world to
come, We need God. We need also Lo recognize
God's work in our behalf. And we need to feel and to
acknowledge this—with gratitude.

We need to give credit to those whe have lived
before us, who made possible the blessings we enjoy.
Little credit can we take for making, designing or
imagining the multitude of common items we use
every day. What about the automobiles we drive, the
fabric in the clothes we wear, the homes we Tive in,
with their countless conveniences and comforts; sim-
ple items like pencils, pins, paper, and plastics: How
many of these would we have if we depended on our
own skills, if we had to say of everything we had, "1
did it"?

Car ancestors and the work they accomplished are
very much a part of our lives. We owe them 4 very
large debt of thanks,

We owe them again for the degree of health that is
aurs. OFf course, how we care for our health is very
important in whether we live a long and healthy life
I'here is no substitute for good health habits. How:-
ever, owr background s a major factor; and there are
often misfortunes beyveond our control.

To our ancestors we are indebted, too, for our coun-
try. We are indeed fortunate in that regard. Our ances-
tors left eomiortable homes to brave the Atlantlc in
frail erafts to settle in a wilderness; to cut the trees, till
the ground and plant their ceops and fashion here a
new and wondertul way of lite. The land they settled,
the Constitution they framed, the nation they created,
the battles they fought to preserve the nation— all of
these, and more, theéy did on our behalf. We did not
doit. We can only give them credit. Like the officer
talking to 5t. Faul, our forefathers can claim: "With a
greal price obtained | this freedem.” And so they did. We
have inherited the treasure; priceless and unique. We
did not do it; they did.

We need, alse; to remember our ancestors in the
faith, those tathers and mothers in spiritual Israel
who were for us the means to a life of purpose,
meaning and destiny. We dare not think, even for a
fleeting moment, that we did it. Left to ourselves, we
should be yvet wandering, aimless, and without hope.
But praise God! We Know the way to a better world
because of those God-sent, dedicated men and
women. And let us mever fail to appreciate God's
instrument In these last days to bring forth the “pre-
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clous from the vile," to separate
the Divine gold from the dross of
centuries of superstition, to deliv-
er a peaple from the darkness of
error; neither let us forget those
who were God's means of convey-
ing the message to us: Without
them, wha could hope for any-
thing beyond this lite?

We need also to appreciate the
circumstances in our favor, The
fact that we are in the right place
at the right time for our spiritual
benetit is more than change. If we
are among those who truly love
Him and are called according to
His purposes, our circumstances
are evidence of God working
through natural means for our
good,

Chance or Plan?

A writer once asked one very suc-
cessful businessman how he hap-
pened to make the decision that
led to his success, His answer was
simply: "I was just there. They
asked me if | would do it. I recog-
nized a good thing when | saw it,
and told them I'would. Launching
the venture was pure chance. After
that it was all hard work.” Events
in this world and in the lives of
thase not bound to God's purposes
are pure chance; events in the lives
of Christians are opportunities
which by the help of God may be
used to fashion us for eternal use-
fulness.

Things inanimate have played
an important part in our lives—
sometimes to our detriment, but
more often to our benefit. Did we
ever think what the chances were
that we would be born in the
U.S5.A.7 There are just a few other
nations where we could have been
born and have the opportunity to
serve (iod that is ours. Calculate
the chances of being born in
China, orin India, or Africa, and
they are phenomenal. Just what
did we do to deserve the benefit of
being born in this free land?

Recall the words of the Sacred
Page once again: “What hast thou
that thou didst not receive? naw if
fhion didst recetve i, witye dost Hhou
ghory, as if thou fadst not received
it?" In other words, "Beware—lest

vou think you did it.”

We are indebted, too, for our
ideals, thase marvelous lights of
purpose that keep us on a definite
path and eut of trouble. The
course we have chosen is no
chance route. Principles and ideals
have guided us to the point where
we stand, and we need to give
credit to that fact, These same
priniciples and ideals shall
continue to guide us all the
way into the Kingdom of
God, if we will let them.

How thankful we can
be for these high

hy

practical solations to many of life's
everyday problems. Who can
improve on the ancient prophet
who said, “What doth the Lord
requiire of thee, but to do justly, o
love miercy; and to walk Innbly with
thy God?* (Mic, 6:8). We have been
guided by the holy and righteous
commandments of God, summa-
tized in this the greatest of all:
“Thou shalt tove the Lord thy
God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all
thy mind, amd with all thy
strenytir” (Mark.
12:29-30). Should we:

Caw  Igemuine  "LEAMALE
ndebted for  tpanbserving difficult? i show our
others  Because in thanking God byt
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are willing to lis-

ten when we need
understanding; who
rejoice when we
rejoice, and weep when
we weep; who admonish
when we need strengthen-

ing, and warn us when they

see us in danger; who reprove us
when we are going wrong and
restore us when we have fallen;
who show us genuine love and
Christian brotherly kindness, and
encourage and strengthen us in
the Lord. How can we be thankful
enough for these lifelines of hope!

Indeed, we have inherited great
traditions. Ours is a Christian her-
itage beyond our fathoming, To
realize that we hold in our hands
the veritable Word of the God of
heaven, a thorough furmisher unto
all good works; a map that can
show us the way to-a full salvation.
How can we count or measure the
times our Christian heritage has
helped us—to make the right deci-
sions, to choose the right course,
to follow the right examples, to
take the right stand or the right
attitude? Our heritage isindeed
priceless,

Qur Christian culture is also a
storehouse of ancient wisdom
helping us deal fairly and honestlv
with each ether. It supplies us with

our need_for
Him.

Of coutse we
have not keptall
these great traditions
and principles flawless-
ly, but thank Ged for the
continued opportunities
that they bring into our lives,
and the possibilities of moral
and spiritual expansion they set
before us. What could be greater,
more exalting, more inspiring?
And what could be more rewarding
than the glory and honor they will
bring, power to be and de through
all the cycles of eternity? Surely it
is the call of the centuries and the
ages. How we ought to listen!

Cur nation today has largely
abandoned its principles and
ideals. Ctnie by one they have
thrown them overboard, so to
speak, to lighten the ship. They
have become satisfied with that
which is low, and forgotten the
high ideals of the founding fathers.

Let us be doubly watchful
against the danger of low aim, we
who name the name of Christ and
are joined to the covenant of
prromise. Let us be watchful lest we
esteemn too lightly—or even throw
averboard—that which may prove
our lifeline, Our trouble is not that
we do not know, but that we too
often do not esteem sufficiently,
that we do not believe seriously,
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that we do not apply earnestly.
And if we allow this to-happen to
us, when we come to the end of
our day of opportunity we shall
find that we forgot the things that
really mattered, that we side-
stepped the challenge and
apportunity that might

have opened for us a door

into Eternity. For when

that time arrives, we
shall have to face
the fact: that the
fault lies wholly
with us, not

with the

Divine arrang-

ing of our lives.

God did His
part—amply!

Now is thetime to
remember the ideals
and principles which
guided our fathers in the
jpast, to give credit to these
ideals, and to pray that we may
learn to keep them. And-again
comes the warning, "Beware—lest
you think you did it."

Thanks to Whom?
To whom do we give thanks when
we tecdll the circumstances that
surround our lives and all the
titessings that we may combine to
form i character for the ages? We
thank God!

As people professing to belong
to God, we believe that God has a
hand in the affairs of mankind. His
hind may seem to be temporarily
thwarted and ignored and frustrat-
ed, but God does have a plan; He
does have a will, and His will can-
not be thwarted, His plan will be
consummated.

The author of Deuteronomy
pointed out the patience of God
with the Hebrew people. He men-

elieving in
God means trusting
Him to direct
our steps.

tioned first the forty years in the
wilderness and the times of testing
when the Hebrew people com-
plained and would have gone back
to the flesh pots of Egypt. “Know
then in vour heart that, as a man
disciplines his son, the Lord your
Crod disciplines vou.” It is a
passage filled with the
activity of God in the
lives of people— cor-
rective activity, con-
structive activity,
glorious activi-
tyv. Should we
not be
thankful?
Should we not
marvel that He
EVEN recognizes us,
much more that He is
working out His pur-
pose in our lives?
This is what makes the
difference between the believ-
er and the unbeliever. The unbe-
liever is convinced that life goes
on blindly, that life is purely
chance and fate, and that there is
o initative by another, The
believer affirms that God has a
plan and a way and makes every
effort to work His purpose out,
And when He sees fit, He inter-
Venes.

When we think about our
ancestors, fathers and mothers in
the faith, our ideals, our circum-
stances, and even our very lives,
we are talking about only one
source to which we can give credit:
God. All is God's activity. All these
events are working out His purpes-
es for us. Thisis the meaning of
Paul's words in Romans: "Tnr every-
thirg God works for good to them
that love him.” In other words, we
have 1o be I a covenant relation-
ship with God so God can have

His way with us: This is what belief
in God is all about. Tt is letting.
Him take over the directing of our
lives—in the words of Proverbs, “In
all thy weys ackmowledge lim, and
he shall direct thy paths” (Prov.
3:5-8), God will work, but we
must resign o God our consent,
our will—our all. Otherwise we are
not truly believing,

Who cannot say, "God has
blessed my life?" Is there one whe
has nol some special cause for prati-
tude? Tt was more than chance and
fate that we are-what we arg, that
we are where we are, that we have
what we have. It is God resculng us
from the darkness of this world that
we may be part of His Kingdom and
glory— if only we will submit to
His governing,

Thanksgiving is a time when we
say thank you, for we have not
done it all ourselves. We cannot
take the credit. The final credit
belongs to God, and He will give
us our portion in due time. In the
meanwhile let us heed this admo-
nition from the apostle Paul: “In
everything ghve thanks,” knowing
indeed that "Great is our Lord and
greatly to be praised, "

Let us have the humility to
relinquish our natural claim to any
credit for ourselves and give all to
God. Then in the age to come He
will abundantly recompense.

What have we that we did not
receive? Nothing, save pethaps our
sins and failings; and these we
must dispense with. And then, for
all that remains we can truly thank
God through ages upon ages upon
ages of joy. For what power have
we to do anything eternal for our-
selves?

S0 let us thank God now,
humbly, gratefully, “lest we think
we did it!” =

T

Grod according fo the dictates of my conscience, 1 have never been a prisoner. The
secret police lave mever Knocked on our door, No lepers rivam the streets of our villige,
I have always lived within a few minutes of a doctor. In our town 1 have never heard

‘ "I have pever been desperately hungry. I have never been a refugee. I am freeto serve
' the guns of approaching armies. I have never seen enemy troops occupy our towir. No
|

one died in our community this year of starvation.”

—A Grrateful American
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j L | 3 v Father, I thank You for being my provider, for giving
me a source for my needs. Help me never to forget that every

good thing | have comes from You.

Help me to earn my money honestly and fairly. I want to see
my work as Your work. My goal is to do my best on my job, so
that I can represent Your cause and gain the respect of my
coworkers and emplover.

Thank You, Father, for letting me work at a job which does
not conflict with my relationship with You, or with the priori-
ties which You have put into my life.

Help me to have an enthusiastic attitude, and a strong
desire to do my work well and be dependable. Help me to
remember that whatever 1 do, | am working for You, that You
are the ultimate paymaster and the ultimate Judge of my

work. Help me never to grow tired of doing what is right.
F'each me to manage my life, my time, and my money so that 1
will not waste it or throw it away.

Help me always to be considerate of my coworkers and obedient
to my employer. If something goes against my conscience, help me
to be clear and delinite in my communication to my employer, so
that Your cause will not be defamed nor Your work slighted.

Help me to be an effective witness for You, to work hard, dili-
gently, quietly, and with a humble spirit. Help me to do my best at
all times, not just when | am being watched, remembering that
You are watching always and whatever | do, | am working for You.

I want to be one who can be trusted, because | belong to You
and my highest lovalties are to You. Help me never to be part of
the gossip train.

I'hank You for Your peace in my heart and Your protection in
my life. Help me to keep my mind on You in @very situation, and
to look to You for strength and guidance.

Lord, please help me to keep absolute control over my tongue,
over my conduct, over my feelings, so that | will net murmur,
complain, or backbite.

In everything | do, help me to advance the cause of
Your soon-coming Kingdom, for which 1 pray. Asven,
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C’ﬂlm is one of the
choice personalities of

« the New Testament. She grips
us with her earnest Christian
spirit. In spite of belonging to
the first eentury, she is strange-
- ly modern. For Lydia s a busi-
nesswoman, traveling from
place to place, selling the goods
she was able to produce. Yet she
is a devoted and sincere believ-
er. And when she meets Paul,
she immediately decides to cast
her lot with the Christians.
Her native city, Thyatira, was
a melting pot of many nations.
At Thyatira, the chief object of
worship was Apollo, the sun
god. There was also a strong Jew-
ish element in the city who
maintained faith in jehovah,
When we first meet Lydia, she
isa successful businesswoman in.a
prosperous city, Her business: sell-
ing purple cloth, for which the dty of
Thyatira was famous.
From 4ll appearances, she was success-
ful in her business. But her success had

not spoiled her. She had not become
ven bgfb T€ oarse or hard by her dealings, nor swept

from her moorings. For above all, she
she met Pﬂﬂf, was a worshiper of God, Many business

L_}’dfﬂ was ffﬁng people are so engrossed in their affairs as

to have no time for faith, Not so with
to the best that vdia She found time to worship
according to the Jewish faith, and our
she knew. st meeting with her Is at the riverside,
where she is gathered with other women
to offer prayer.

Lydia was eager to meet with her
friends and refresh her faith in God. A
follower of the Jewish religion, she had
not heard of the Christian church. But
shie was faithful to the opportunities at
hand.

The fact that she was gathered by the
riverside with a group of Jewlsh women
for prayer indicates that Philippi did not
have a synagogue. Perhaps there were

*

Rewd about her in Acts 16

not enough male Jews to for a congre-
gation, Costom réquired a minimum of
ten men for the reading of the Tarah.
When there was no synagogue it was
customary to have a place of prayer out-
stde the city, where Jewish men and
God-fearing Gentiles could gather for
prayer. Lydia longed to know the true
God, and so she attended the mestings
by the riverside under the open sky, If
her opportunities were meager, they
were no less precious, and she eagerly
grasped them.

s} Her First Business: Her Faith
This businesswoman made a business of
her religion, She was not alert and alive
six days of the week and then sient on
the seventh. She was niot all irterest and
enthusiasm in the marketplace and List-
less in the place of prayer. She was not
clear-eyed in the presence of a chance to
buy and sell purple cloth and dull-eyed
when faith presented an opportunity to
Yy wine and mitk without money and
without price.” She brought to her reli-
gious duties the same eamestness, the
same clear-eyed intelligence that she
brought to her business enterprises.

Since Lydia made a business of her reli-
gion, we find her rising early to be on her
way to this place of prayer. She went in
spite of the fact that she knew there
wild be pnly a small group of women
there. She did not go only for what she
could get. She went alse for what she
could give, of her faith, her hope, her
energy. She was living to the best that she
knew. She was walking by the light God
had granted her.

This was the first step in Lydia's find-
ing the true Gospel: her fidelity fo the
light she already had, The next step
camye through the ministry of the apostle
Paul. God werks through human instru-
ments. He sends His message upon
human lips. He walks upon His errands
of mercy with human feet, He lifts those
who are down with human hands. For

12
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these special tasks He uses those
who are striving to have pure
hearts and clean hands, and conse-
crated wills.

Paul was such a man. When he
set out on his misslonary journey,
he had no thought of attending
that little prayer méeting by the
riverside. He tried to go to Asia, but
Ciod shut the door, Then he turned
to Bithynia, Again God said Ne.
Then there was the call to:-come
over into Macedonia. 'To this Paul
responded; because he recognized
it as God's-call. And so he set out,
accompanied by Luke, Timothy
and Sifas.

Why did Paul ge to Philippi? He
went there Lo help. A man of Mace-
donia was calling for help, and
hilippi was in Macedonia, Paul
did not find that man in the city,
so hie went to the little prayer
mecting at the riverside.

Paul did not go to Philippi seek-
ing fame. If he had seen only with
the eves of this world, he would
have been terribly disappointed
with what he found in that city.
This little prayer meeting was.a
mere handfol. Most peaple love
crowds. Every preacher loves a
farge congregation. A small audi-
ence disheartens. A large audience
creates enthusiasm and generates
hope; Here was only a:very small
handful, perhaps no more than
half a dozen. But they were whole-
sontled and sincere,

Not only was this audience
depressing because it was so small,
but alse because it was made up
entirely of women. There was nota
man present. Perhaps the men had
gone to the gladiatorial contests, or
to business, o somewhere glse.
They apparently had not enough
interest to attend the Sabbath
praver service, That fact alone does
not suggest that the service was
worthless. The fact that there are
more men in the penitentiary than
women dees not prove that itis a
desirable place, No more does the
absence of men at this praver ser-
vice suggest that it was worthless.

What did Paul doin the presence
of this insignificant audience? He
might have thought, "I'm too busy
to stop here and waste my fime
with this handful. | have o long way

1o go, | must find large fields of
labor.” But Panl was wise enough to
be faithful to the scemingly small
oppertunities, He was not seeking
the applause of this world. He was
looking for any opportunity to help,
even one individual. And so when
hve saw this small group assembled,
he sat down and talked. He did the
simple thing that was closest his
heart, He spoke to them the words
of life. He told them of the new life
in Christ—a refreshing message
indeed.

As Paul spoke, there was one
who lstened with rapt atlention:
She was fully persuaded that every-
thing he said was true. And the
conviction of Lydia at this little
prayer meeting was the beginning
of the Christian Church in burope,

ol She Brought Her All

Now leok at the outcome of this
conversion. Lydia brought her all to
Christ—all her enthusiasm, a1l her
earnestness, all her intellect, all her
love. She was-as zealous for her new
faith as she had been for herselt and
her business. We do not have to
wonder that she won all her house-
hiold to her side, She at once began
to preach the Gospel at home, and
they, too, joined hér cause,

Lydia’s transformation was evi-
dent by her eagerness to give the
missionaries the hospitality of her
home. Paul was not one to be
dependent. He made it a matter of
conscience to pay his own way in
the world, But Lydia would not let
him go. She was bent on serving,
She was determined to give. She
had a passion to help. And so she
earnestly urged the believers to
mitke her home their home: Luke
sivs, “She comprelled ws.” And so
Paul and his friends found a home
in her house, and were in this way
freer to do the work to which God
had called them.

This consecrated woman apened
her house as a place of worship. It
was evidently a roomy place, She
might have.used her home for
other forms of social engagements,
but 1o, she dedicated her home 1o
the service of the Lord. Here the
believers could gather, and here
perhaps the first Christian Church
in Europe was formed.

This Christian Church that
began in Lydid's house became one:
of the mest helpful churches Taul
tounded, The Philippians were
gratetul and devoted to the apostle
Paul, They shared Paul's missionary
spitit, They provided far Paul’s
necds while he was at Thessalonica.
Years later, this same church
remembered him while he was a
prisoner at Rome, and sent him
food and meney. The moving spirit
in all this good work may well have
been this businesswoman Lyvdia.

Lydia was first of all a consecrat-
ed believer, then a conscientious
businesswoman. She used her
means to help God's servarits in
their ministry. How her care of Paul
and Silas, and many others; must
have cheered their hearts, When
selling the purples of Thyatira, she
was energetically clothing herself
with a superior fabric—the “fine
Haen clean aad white,” “which is the
rigfrteonsmesy of samts” (Rev, 1981

There is an important lesson
here for us. We, too, should not
despise the day of small things.
That prayver meeting at the river-
side seemed like such a trifling ser-
vice, but it was a service with
etermal importance. Let us never
despise the day of small things. The
task that seems mest insignificant
may be supremely great.

We can never tell just what sow-
ing of ours is.going to résult in an
abundant harvest. We cannol
know the importance of our small
efforts, We mayv never know until
we look back upen them from
some pinnacle in the eternal city.

There isa precious lesson here
tor every secker after God. Keep
your face toward the light. Keep
faithful. Keéep in the path of duty.
Be obedient today. *To day, if vou
will Treed his voice, harden not vour
heart.” Today, heed the words of the
Master, “If amy man will come after
miey det i deny fimself, and ke uf
tis cross daily, and follow me.”

Today, if any man will do His
will, he shall know of the doctrine,

Today, if vou would go after
Jesus, denv yourself and take up
vour cross and follow. Him, What
will you gain? Your returns will be
greater than vou can imagine—hoth
now and in the world to come. O

MEGIDDO MESSAGE « Movemmber 19948

13



by GERALD R. PAYNE -

matter-of-factly on the subject. But undortunately—
for us—he did not clearly define all that he said. So
we must use the rest of Scripture to understand him,

f.ﬁx_b i bk G- {’Egﬂ..) ACLLARLG And, pe_r!'lmps, we can exper.l. .tt}is !101 to be casy.
hid ot S o aiak. P did not Peter, speaking of Paul's letters saicd, “there are some
male net ﬁt’mﬂf‘* r was first thirngs in thewt hard to understand” (2 Pet. 3:16,
2 neatond: “Feh ﬁdmn o wadin the thed- NRSV). Paul was a learned man and well acquaint-
mﬁ.‘.ﬂm wosmarn, being 1o teaoh the mar, ed with the use of symbolic language, which he
acde the woman nok this inhenent ten- used freely in his epistles. If Peter, a man acquaint-
fim., Becauwde of and unsafe fonr fren ed personally with Paul and also with the time
- it s Balh Whﬂm W these letters were written, saw them as hard to
t&ﬂ‘fﬁ-ww othen : in the Pnd understand, we in this age should not be sur-
than. those lte prised if we find them difficult.
bo Tikud. lo. ibaelf appar The texts you question are the following:
fon % 1hal wad wnes & 1) ?gg i;gth_EFpassage you :.r._"lte in b;1lati?l1s ;
L ey Y 127-28: "For as many of vou as have begnt bag-
ankicled o curtal enhontation an, the fized bito Christ have put on Christ. There is nei-
& ngmmﬁf-‘f schoot ther Jew nor Greek, there is néither bomd nor free,
puifi:;m wnhick ahe Wm AL there 1s neither male nor fepnale: for ve are all ong
mmmtﬁgm admonishing muothend; in Chirist Jesus.” This passage indieates that
boys and o owen’ A R there is no discrimination whatever, and those
] of women to ‘{ake thingd oL fected nelbis referred to are baptized believers, those who
ek mwmﬁﬂ“ﬁ 1 foing had “put on Christ,”
B il can neweh fe night ot goed e man 2) Another is his seemingly contradictory
i, the ald,

statement in 1 Tim. 2:11-12; “Lef the wonman
learn in sifence with all subjection. But I suffer not
a worman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the
man, but to be in silence.” Though this state-
ment is made to believers, Paul does not
specifically apply it inside or outside the
Church.
When talking about the roles of the two
sexes within the Church, Paul definitely

can cer-
tainly agree that modern women
‘in their striving for equal rights have many
times overstepped reasonable and realistic limits. God
designed the two sexes with different built-in capabili-
ties, and certainly there are tasks more appropriate for
men, others more appropriate for women....

However, our discussion here pertains to the role of
women in the Church, a topic that has often aroused
heated debate,
 In many churches, women are barred from church
boards and ministry, teaching and preaching, on the
grounds that Paul did not permit women to teach (1
Cor, 14:34-36), and that Eve was deceived and became
a sinner. _

Paul should be good authority, and he spoke very

indicated in the first passage that there was to be ne
distinction: “reither male nor female: for ve arc.all one in
Christ Jesus” (Gal, 3:28). And his actual practice, as we
shall see later, supports this.

MNow, how shall we harmonize this statement with
the apparently contradictory passage in 1 Tim.
2:11-127 As | am sure you will agree, it is not fair to
Paul, or any other Bible author, to take certain state-
ments and ignore others to prove a point. So there
must be other factors to consider. First, Paul addressed
his letters to the various churches, sometimes to fndi-
viduals, When reading them, we shouold remember
that we are hearing only one side: Paul's reply, We do
not always know everything we would wish to know
about the other side, i.e., the problem Paul is address:
ing. We should keep this in mind while studving
Paul's letters.
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Second, It may be helpful to understand something
about the customs of the time. During the time Paul
lived, prejudices were rife; especially against the Gen-
tiles and women. About this period of time William Bar-
clay hias written: “In the Greek world Sophocles had
said, 'Silence confers grace upon a woman,” Women,
unless they were very poor or very loose in their morals,
led & very secluded life in Greece. The Jews had an even
lower idea of women. Amongst the Rabbinic sayings
there are many which belittle their place. ‘As to teach-
ing the law to.a woman one might as well teach her
impiety.’ To teach the law to a woman was "to cast
pearls before swine.” The Talmud lists among the
plagues of the world ‘the talkative and the inguisitive
widow and the virgin who wastes her time in prayers.
It was even forbidden to speak to a woman on the
street. 'One must not ask a service from a4 woman, or
salute her'” (William Barclay, The Daily Study Bible
Series).

It is alse possible that Paul was addressing a local sit-
uation, not stating a universal principle for all time.
Paul instructed the women in this Church not to teach
because he knew they were at that time not adequately
prepared for it—not because they were women but
because women in the Jewish society were not given
the benefits of instruction that their male counterpart
would have had. 1f they should try te teach when not
prepared, the cause of Christ weuld suffer. By saying
that they should learn “quietly and submissively” from
their husbands, Paul may actually have been offering
them a new and unheard of apportunity,

Another fact was that contemporary Jewish culture
dictated that women not confront men publicly. If
Christian women should do this, it could cause con-
tention and division in the Church and again, the
cause of Christ would suffer. Paul's purpose, then, was
to premote Church unity, not to teach about the role
of women as opposed to that of men. A parallel point
is the position Paul took on eating meat; “If meat make
my brather to offend, T will eat no flesh while the world
standeth, lest I ke my brother to offend” (1 Cor, 8:13).

Yet another fact may have bearing upon Paul's
words to the church in Corinth: The Corinthian
Church was in a city known for its drunkenness,
immaorality and debauchery. Mr. Barclay writes of this:
“Above the isthmus toward the hill of the Acropolis,
-..stood the great temple of Aphrodite, the goddess of
love: To that temple there wereé attached one thousand
priestesses who were sacred prostitutes, and in the

evenings they descended from the Acropolis and plied
their trade upon the streets of Corinth, until it became
a Greek proverb, ‘It is not every man who c¢an afford a
journey to Corinth."”

If such were the social conditions at the time Paul
wrote his letter, doesn't this suggest why Paul may
have requested that women in the Church refrain from
certain activities or manners that would mﬂkﬂ them
appear indiscreet or contemptible in the eves of the
people of the time? His advice may not have been.
because such activities were wr but because of the
possible effect on those outside the Church. Along the

same line he wrote to the Thessalonians (1 Thess.

5:22), “Abstain from all appearance of evil.*

This thought may apply also to the passage ?ﬂu »
guestion. It was not because it was wmngfb: a woman
to speak in Church, but an outsider coming in wauld
have thought the Church no better than the Aphrodite
temple.

The General Teaching of the Bible !
The general teaching of Scripture never implies that
only men should teach. We have no examples where a
woman was removed from a poc,';lt:inﬂ of tea-::hmg
because she was a womarn.
these definite principles:

1) Godd is no respecter of persons {see Acts 10:34-35;
Rom. 2:11; Eph. 6:9; Col. 3:25; Jas. 2:9; 1 Pet.
1:17). He does not respect nationality, color,
race or any physical quality—how then could
He discriminate against anyone because of sex?’
Is not all His creation by His design and pur-
pose?

2) Paul again speaks on the subject in Col, 3:11.
“Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or
uncircumeised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free,
but Christ is all, and is i all” (NIV). Notice that
the last statement “Christ is oll and is in all, " is
all inclustve.

3) Paul says again, in the passage quoted earlier,
that in Christ there is neither “Jew nor Greek,
there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male
nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus” (Gal.
3:28). Being “in Christ” or Christ being “in
vou” are terms indicating "likeminded” with
Christ. “Clothe yoursetves with the Lord Jesus.
Christ, and do wot think about how to gratify the
desires of the sinful nature” (Rom, 13:14, NIV},
Christ said the same thing a little differently:
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.. .that they iy be one, everr s we are one: [ in
then, and thow in me, that they may be madd pér-
fect tim one... " (John 17:22-23),

You mentioned 1 Tim: 2:13-14, “For Adapt was first
formed, then Eve. And Adam was not deceived, but the
woran being deceived was in the fransgression.” Can we be
sure Paul is pointing out what you call “an inherent
tendency in the woman"? Whatever we conclude from
the Genesis event, Adam was fully as much a sinnér as
Eve. What is the difference in his position before God
because he sinned second instead of first? The literal
story would seem to add nothing to Paul's argument if
he is using it to establish a difference between the abili-
ty of the two sexes to serve in the Church.

And according to the Scriptures the man shares this
“inherent tendency” to sin just as much as the woman.
“Thi heart [no distinction for man or woman] is deceii-
full above all things, and desperately wicked...” (Jer. 17:9).
The word “man” is used in the preceding verses and
does not seem to change in gender before this state-
ment. The word “man” (literally, Adam) includes both
male and female (see Genesis 5:2). If not, then we see
in this verse that the male's heart is desperately wicked,
not the female’s. _

(One more point: If we admit that the word “man”
i5 in many instances in Scripture used as a generic term
for the human raceé, including male and female, then
we must also admit that many passages speaking of
“men" werking in spreading the Gospel also include
women.)

You say in your letter that “God made the woman
not to teach the man, but rather to learn of him.* 1 am
sure, though, that you would allow that many factors
enter Into one's being qualified to teach besides one's
sex, Cerlainly a poorly trained, compromising, easily
swayed man (of whom there have been and are many)
would not be nearly as good a teacher as a well-
instructed, strongly disciplined and fully committed
WOIman.

In the case of Timothy, Paul certainly implies that
he had been taught by his mother and grandmother,
He mentions specifically the sincere faith of Timothy's
grandmother Lois and also his mother Eunice (2 Tim,
1:5). There is no mention of either his Greek father or
grandfather having taught Timothy. Therefore, it seems
a logical sequence that Timothy owed his knowledge of
the Scriptures to his maternal parent and grandpatent,

Men and Women Witness for God

If Paul literally meant for women to keep silent and
never to teach or exercise authority over males, then
why do we find women giving voice to the words of
God in both the Old Testament and the New Testa-
ment?

¢ Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth,
judged Israel. 1sraelites came to her to have their dis-
putes decided (Judges 4:4-5). She usurped authority
over Barak, Israel’s military leader, who went to war
against Sisera, the king of Canaan, on condition that
Dieborah go with him (Judges 4:6, 8-9).

# Huldah was a prophetess in Israel. She must have
been well known in Jerusalem because King Josiah
sent five men, the priest Hilkiah, Ahikam son of
Shaphan, Achbor son of Michaiah, Shaphan the sec-
retary, and the king's servant Asahiah to Huldah to
inquire of the Lord. Notice that Huldah held author-
ity even over the priest in religious matters. Men,
even the king, held her in high tegard. Notice also
that the king did what was right in the eyes of the
Lord (2°Ki. 22:2, 12-20; 2 Chron. 34:23-28),

#+ In Acts we find four daughters of Philip who
were prophetesses, “And the next day we that were of
Paul's company departed, and came unto Caesarea: and
we entered into the house of Philip the evangelist, which
was one of the seven, and abode with him. And the same
man had four daughters, virgins, which did prophesy”
(Acts 21:8-9}, They had no husbands. From whom
did they ask for their knowledge?

# Paul commended Priscilla and Aquila as his helpers
in Christ (Rom 16:13), and they were said to have
instructed Apollos, whose preaching was deficient
(he knew only the baptism of John—Acts 18:24 -26).
They—Aquila and Priscilla—took him aside and
instructed him; and from anything we can read,
Priscilla was not condemned for being in on this
teaching of a man.

+ Phocebe was a deacon of the Church in Cenchrea.
The apostle aul held her in high regards: "I com-
mend to you our sister Phoebe, a deacon of the church at
Cenchrea, so that you may welcome her in the Lord as is
fitting for the saints, amd help her in whatever she may
requite from you, for she has been a benefactor of marny
and of myself as well” (Rom. 16:1-2, KRSV). The term
“deacon” is derived from the Greek word digkonos.
Paul referred to himself as a deacon or minister
[diakorios] of the Gospel (Col. 1:23), In the New Tes-
tament, the noun is used to refer to mintsters of the
Gospel, ministers of Christ (1 Tim. 4:6). “If you put
these instructions before the brothers and sisters, you will
be a good servant [diakonos| of Christ Jesus, nourished
an the words of the faith and of the sound teaching that
vau have followed {NRSV). It stands for servants of
God (2 Cor, &:4, NIV, NRSV), those who follow Jesus
(John 12:26), and in many other similar ways (see
Holman Bible Dictionary),

# l'aul made special mention of a woman named
Mary, “who bestowed much labour an us” (Rom. 16:6),

+ Junia was a fellowprisoner. “Salute Andronicus, and
Junia, my kinsmen, and my fellowprisomers, who are of
nate among the aposties, who also were in Chirist before
me” (Rom. 16:7). It seems that Junia was well
respected by the Apostles, a woman of note, likely
for her steadfast zeal in spreading the Gospel, even
to the point that she was imprisoned.

# In Romans 16:15, Paul mentions Jalia and the sis-
ter of Nereus. “Salute Philologus, and Julia, Nereus,
and his sister, and Olympas, and all the saints which are
with them.”

16
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# Just before the day of Pentecost we read about
women followers of Christ assembled with the men.
“These all continued with one accord in praver and sip-
Plication, with the women, artd Mary the mother of
Jesus, and with fis brethren™ (Acts 1:14). And to the
best of our knowledge it was to this same group that
the Holy Spirit power was given on the day of Pente-
cost (Acts 2:1-4). This means that both men and
women received power, If women were to remain
silent, why did God give them the gift of prophecy
that they should speak to the nations? It was God's
doings that both men and women prophesied, Both
men and women had received the Holy Spirit and
were prophesying to people from many different
places and languages.

+ Peter also quoted Joel's prophecy for the futire, and
it specifically says that women will be speaking by
the power of God: “Inn the last days it will be, God
declares, that Fwill pour out py Spicit upon all flesh,
and your sons and vour daughters shall prophesy. ... Even
upont my slaves, Both men cod wormen, in those days 1
will pour out vy Spirit; and they shall prophesy® (Acts
2:17-18, NRSV).

# Paul said definitely that women in the Corinthian
Church prayved and spoke publicly, and gave instrue-
tions on how it should be done properly (1 Cor.
11:5-6).

+ We hear Anna prophesying when the infant Jesus
was taken to Jerusalem by Mary and Joseph to pre-
sent Him to the Lord. "There was also a prophetess,
Amna, the daughter of Phanuel. . .Coming up fo them ot
that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke
about the child to all who were looking forward to the
redemption of Jerusalem” (Luke 2:36, 38).

+ Who did the angel, and shortly afterward, Christ
Himself, send to bear the news of His resurrection to
the Apostles? It was none other than “Mary Mag-
dalene and the other Mary” (Matt. 28:1-10), two
women that were not to keep silent, Their mission
was clear: “Go quickly and tell his disciples. .. "—these
women were told by an angel to instruct men.

#+ Paul entreats others to help certain women who
labored with him in the Gospel. We are not told
exactly what their role was, but could it not have
been in preaching or teaching the Gospel as did
Paul? “And I entreat thee also, true yokefellow, help
those wommen which laboured with me in the gospel, with
Clement also, and with other my fellowlabourers, whose
marmes are in the book of life” (Phil. 4:3).

You mention the tendency of women to "take things
over," | cannot find any statement where Paul recognized
this as a “tendency of women" or warned against it.

It was mentioned earlier that we need to understand
something about the times these S¢riptures were written
to fully understand what was being said. We have seen
several occasions where women did take an active role
and were approved of God. | am very certain that the
Gospel did not mention every incidence. Nor do we

need examples of every incidence to show that women
do have equal authority with men. During such times as
when Paul lived it must have taken a very brave, strong
and determined woman (or man) to go forth teaching
the Gospel. Even some of the men did not fare 50 well,
Atsuch a time it seems only natural that men would do
the preaching and teaching, particularly to the outside
world, both because they were physically stronger and
also, perhaps because the Christian message would be
better accepted from men than from women in a culture
where preaching was considered inappropriate for
women.

But what is to keep the dedicated, well-instructed
and committed woman from taking an active role in
the Church today—except préjudice against her by the
male counterpart?

Suppose some men stood in the way of the women
that received Holy Spirit power on the dav of Pentecost,
or the ones Jesus commissioned to “go el Would
they not be standing against the will and work of God
Himself? If we have women who are knowledgeable of
the Gospel today, have we any right to prevent them
from speaking? Do we have any Biblical basis for pre-
venting any godly one—man or woman—from speak-
ing the Word of God?

The few isolated texis that appear to forbid women

What is to keep the dedicated,

committed woman from taking an

active role in the Church today—

except prejudice against her by the
male counterpart?

from taking an active role in Church leadership must
not be interpreted simplistically and in contradiction to
the rest of Scripture,; but their interpretation must take
into account their relation to the broader teaching of
Scripture and the context of the time in which they
were written,

You mention that we have published stories about
young boys and their admonishing mothers, then you
ask, where are the fathers? After reviewing the stories
published since the first of 1996, 1 would have to con-
clude that there is a good balance. T see stories about
mothers and sons, mothers and daughters, fathers and
sons, and fathers and daughters. The father seems to be
represented in most of these stories. In some, the moth-
er has a dominant role, but if a story is published that
was written In the previous century, when It wasn't
necessary for both parents to work, s it not entirely
possible that the mother would have the greater
amount of time with the children anyway?

In conclusion, we feel confident that Paul did not
intend for those learned in the word and ways of God,
whether men or women, to remain silent on matters
pertaining to faith, salvation and godly living, = |
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¥nNow

aSur 2
Bible

Figures oF SPEECH
1. To what animal did Jesus liken “false teachers "?
2. What words did David use to express the
longing of his soul after God?
3. In the Song of Solomon the writer says, "My beloved
is like a OF @ VHIg
4. The staff of Goliath's spear was likened 1o a

5. Elijah's servant from the top of Mt. Carmel saw “a

little cloud.. like @
6. Complete Jesus' statement, "T am the true )
and my Father is the iy

7. Who called Ananias the high priest a “whited wall"?

B. What pmphet uttered these words, “He is like a
refiner’s fire, and like fullers” soap™?

9. Whom did Jesus call “whited sepulchres™?

10. To what did Jacob liken the following sons, in his
dying speech:
“Reuben, thou art unstable as ¢
“Tudah is a ' "
“Tosephris a %
“Benjarin shall ravin as a ¥l

EXCErrioNs

1. "They were all scatteted abroad throughout the rcgtmu of
Judaea and Samaria, except

2, “How shall they preach, except
? "

3. “Can two walk together, except

4. "Except
perish.”
5. “No more can ye [bear fruit], except pe
W

. e shall all likewise

Do You Know...7

1. What was the object of the man who said, “T
have a great sacrifice to do to Baal”?

I
¥

Whao felt his trade was endangered by someone
teaching that there is but one God?

3. Where_‘_dﬂ- we read of some wonien who were
builders?

4. What purchase was made by a man which
showed publicly his faith in the future?

5. 'Who showed his faith in God by making an
unusual request concerning his remains?

6. What did Israel shout when they beheld a king
that looked good to them?

7. Of whom is it said, “He is exceeding proud"? g

8. Where in the Rbtﬂrd‘ s it revealed that God
blesses His children with all spiritual
blessings?

9. What prominent Jew warned the Council to
leave the disciples alone? What was his
reasoning?

Feer

1. Whaose fooet was once crushed agalnst a wall by
an animal?

2. Whe was “light of foot as @ wild roe"™?
3. Who had twelve toes and twelve fingers?

4. From what book did Jesus’ tempter quote the
following passage, “Thew shall bear thee up in their
hardds, lest thow dash thy foot against a stone™?

5. Who gave this wise advice: “Withdraw thy foat
. fram’ thy neighbor's Iiouse; lest he be weary of
thee, and so hate thee*?

6. Why did the Jews look upon swine as "unclean,”
though they "divide the hoof, and be
clavenfoated*?

7. Who was Jonathan's son whe was lame in his
feet?

8. Which Old Testament prophet foretald concern-
ing Jesus, “His feet shall stand in that day upok
the mount of Olives™?

9. Who was told by Ahijah;, “When thy feet enter
into thecity, the child shall die*?

10. Whom did Paul cure saying, “Stand upright g
thy fect™?

Answers on page 26

18

MEGIDDO MESSAGE » November 1998

g ——




2

hat a perfectly splendid day we will have!”
cried Davy Jones, waving his spoon in sheer

excitement.

lhe three brothers, Davy, John, and Pryce, were eat-
ing their breakfast of thin broth and bread in the old
kitchen of Pen-y-Bryn Farm. In the summersome of the
rodans werd fet to visitors.

It was new about the middle of a very hot summer:
The hay harvest was niearly over; and the fields lett bare
were dry and brown. How to get sulficient water for the
cattle was becoming serious.

The son of one of the Pen-y-Bryn lodgers—a boy about
the same age as Davy—was in the Kitchen talking to
them while they breakfasted. From their manner the boys
could see that something very unusual about to happen.
The lads were looking forward to a diy in the park with
one of the neighbors whose son and heir had come of
age. The event was to be celebrated by a huge entertain-
ment tor his tenants and their families,

Farmer Janes’s three sons were of course invited, and
the son of the people staying at Pen-v-Brymn,

Naturally all were very excited, and talked and
laughed neisily as boys do under such circumstances.

The conversation was interrupted by the entrance of
Mrs. Jones; a pale, delicate-looking woman, who sank
inker a chadr, sighing wearily,

“¥om Jads wil] have (o wash and dress yvourselves

witheut my help this morning, " she said.
“Your father |s busy with his last Held of
hay; there is the food to be cooked for the
men as well as the visitors” meals to be
seen to, | have some washing | must do
ton, and there is the water for the cattle
that must be fetched up from the river,
However | am to gel through all the work,
| do not know.”

Again she sighed, exhausted in great
heat:

“Mever mind us, mother, we will take
care of ourselves,” cried Bavy, cheerfully,
"Cone along, boys, let's get réady.”

Davy and John were the first to make
their reappearance.

"How did we do, mother?” they asked
in chorus.

Muother was in the back kitchen by this
time, busy with her washing. “Qulite well,
boys,” she answered, looking them over
trom top to tee, "Now mind your man-
ners, and be good,” _

They promnised, each giving her a resounding kiss,
They were always very loving to mother.

“New have a good day, my bovs, But where are
Master Walter and P'ryee?”

“MNat ready vet, | suppose. Tell them we have gone
and they must follow. And Mother, don't work too
hard."”

"Don't work too hard.!" she muttered to herself with
another long sigh. “How is that to be helped?”

Just then the visitor they all so politely called Master
Wilter rushed in.

"Where are the others, Mrs. Jongs?”

"Davy and John have gone on, leaving word that you
were to follow,” was the reply. “Pryce cannot be ready
yell.lr

“Silly ewl! | must run and hurry him up,” and out
rushed Walter as excitedly as he had enteéred,

A short time after, to Mrs. Joness great surprise,
Walter and Prvee appeared both dressed in their work
clothes,

“Pryce, why are you so late? Your brothers started a
long tinve ago. It isn't kind of you to be so slow, when
there is so much to be done.”

“llam thinking that I will not go at all,” answered
Pryce; good-humoredly, “and Master Walter has decided
to stay and keep me company.”

(Coptinued o frige 22}
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Sin has conseguences; diso
apostasy end in death. g

Key Verse:

“In those days there was no king
every man did that which was right in b
eves. "—Jludges 21:25

Setting:
Palestine {Canaan), later called Israel.

Time Period!
About three centuries, ending near the
10" millennium BC.

Author and Date:

An unnamed prophet, about 1000 BC.
Frobably Samuel. If not Samuel, a contem-
porary of Samuel or someone else living dur-
ing the reign of the Kings, because the book
says in four places, “in those days there was
no king in lsrael” (Judges 17:6; 18:1; 19:1,
21:25—there was a king in lsrael at the time
of writing .

Place in history:

“Now after the death of Joshua it came to
pass ..." (Judges 1:1). Inmediately following
'H:m-Emdua and the conguest of Canaan by
dha'hl.fa. and before the establishing of Israsl

s, then governed the
of peace that followed.
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The Unfinished Conquest

TJ'H.-' peaple left Joshua (Joshua 24:28) with words of will-
ing obedience on their lips. They saw Joshua write the
words of their promises in the book of the law,

They went home with the wonderful promises of God in
their hearts,

Now how did it work out in actual practice!

The Conquest

Joshua died, but the task of conquering Cannan remained.
Each tribe was under path to drive out the remaining
inhahitants of their territory, breaking dewn their idols and
centers of heathen worship.

How did the conquest go? What happened when they
actually moved into thelr territories? Look in Judges 1; and
notice how stark and negative the record is:

“Aned the Lord was with Judah: and he drove out the inhabi-
fants of te mmawitains: Bt cowld ot drive out the inhabitanis
af the valley, Decanse they fad charfots of iron.. (v, 19,

“The children of Benjandin did not drive out the Jebusites that
inthabited ferusaleny: but the Jebusites dwell with the children of
Benjarin i Jerosalent kil this day...(v. 21).

“Neither did Manasseh drive out the infiabitants of Betftshean
driel her tows, vor Taamach and her towiis, tor the inhabitants
of Dor g frer tewns, wor the fnhabitants of et and lier
towss, ot fhe infabitants of Megiddo wnd frer towirs; bat the
Cahaairites wonld dwell in that lind tv. 27).

“And it came to-pass, when Israel was strong, that they put the
Canaanites fo teibute; and did not utterly drive them put (v. 28).

“Neither did Ephrainn drive ont the Canaanites St dwelt in
Giezers but fhe Canaanites dwell fn Gezer aniong thenn (v, 29).

“Neither did Zebedun difve out the inhabitants of Kitron, nor
the infrabitants of Nalwlol: but He Camanites dwell amaong
thew, aind became tributaries (vi 30).

*Neither did Asher drive out the inhabitants of Acoho, rmon
the infabitarnts of Zidon, nor af Ahlab, nor o Actizih, nor of
Helbaly, nor of Aphik, nor of Rehodr (v, 315

“Rut the Asfrerites dwelt aamong the Canaanites, the inhalni-
tants of the fawd: for they did not drive thear out (v, 32).

“Neither did Naphtali drive out the inhabitants of

20
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Betlsheresh, nor the mhabitants of Bethanatl . (v, 33).

A the Amorites forced the childres of Dan into the
monnrtain: for they would not suffer them to come down
to the valley (v, 34),

‘Bt the Amorites would dwell in mout Heres in
Aifalon, and in Shaalbine: vet the hand of the howse af
foseph prevaited, socthat they became tributaries” (v, 35).

What a record of failurel No ore completely drove (it
armpene!

I'he Lord took notice. An angel of the Lord “wend
np from Gilad fo Bokim ad said, "1 Dronght yow wp it
off Egvpt i e vine into the Tand that T swore to yive to
vonr forefathers. 1 said, “Twill never break -my coverand
with yon, and von strall not make a covenant with the
peaple of this land, but you shall break down their altars,”
Yer vou fiave disobeyed me. Why have von done this?""
(fudges 2:1-2 NIV

What had become of their good resolve and
promise to Joshua: “The Lord onr God will we serve, and
hiiy vaice will we obey”? Now the Lord savs, “You lave
mit obeved me”

Then comes the searching question: " Wiy have you
donte this?” What is their reply? They have no danswer.
They kaew in their hearts that they had failed, bt
they did not want toveice the tertible triath.

But the question persists: Why? 1§ was niof that
Giod refused to help them. And they did not lack
leadership. With God's help, victory was sure.

No, the awful truth was that thev did not weant to
drive out their enemies! They chose to allow them to
remain so that they could shire in thefr evil, lusttul
ways. The Israelites wanted something that they saw
in those heathen people and their religion. I was
exciting, it was heathen, it made the blood tingle and

fCurtinued Gn page 22)
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Was it right for the Israelites to destroy the Canaanites and to take their land?

Pirst let us ask: Why did the Israelites do it? Whe gave
the order? The command came from the God of heav-
en; the God who knows the end from the beginning
and can know in advance whart individuals and nations
will do. Who are we, finite creatures of a2 moment, to
challenge His decrees?

Who were the Canaanites? The Canaanltes, the native
inhabitants of the land of Palestine, were worshipers of
pagan gods, a practice abominable to the true God.

The task of expelling and destroying the Canaanites
was an-act for which God took direct respensibility.
The people of Istael were only instruments in His
hand—they had but to cooperate so that God could
carry out His plan. Even before they reached Canaan
the plan was clearly stated: “By fittle and little 1 will drive
them [the Canaanites] out from before thee, until thow be
increased, arnd inherit the land.... for I will deliver the
inhabitants of the land into your hand; and thou shalt drive
them out before thee” (Ex. 23:30-31),

It was God's plan and decree that the Canaanites be
destroyed and their land be given to the Israelites.
Why? Because at this point the Israelites, rebellious and

hardhearted theugh they be, were a better people and
of more use to God than the Canaanites; and God did
not want His people to be influenced by their wicked
ways, Only by eliminating the source of the evil could
the evil be contained. The law in Israel was severe, and
for good reason; “Theu shalt imake o covernant with
them, nor with their gods. They shall not dwell in thy land,
lest they make thee sin agaiast mes for 1f tha serve their
godds, 1t will Surely be a smare unto thee” (Ex. 23:32-33).
Again and again the warning was repeated. But the
Israelites did not cooperate with God's plan to elimi-
nate the Canaanites, and all that the Lord foretold
came o pass—including these words of the Lord spo-
ken prophetically through Maoses: “If ye will not drive
auit the inhabitants of the land from before you; then it
shall come to pass, that those which ye let remain of them
stall be pricks o your eyes, and thors in vour sides, and
shall vex von in the land whergin yve dwell” (Num. 33;55).
The history of the nation confirmed the accuracy of
this pmpth the Canaanites who were allowed to
remain were a souree of constant grief to the Israelites.
As always, God kntew hest, |
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the pulse quicken, while the worship of the trug God
was dull and meanimgless to them.

Ihey had a eraving for this "new"” culture. 5o no
onecompletely drove out anvene.

They compromised; and as a result the Word of the
Lord came true: “Strce von fave done Shis, [ will o
forger drive owt the péopde it in voer Tand, They will e
thiarns o voder sides, and their gods will be o constant
terniptationt to you" (judges 2:3, NLT).

The Lesson

What can we learn from Israel's disobedience? When
Crod commands, He wants us te obey—for our own
good. When we disobey, we hurt ourselves.

“For whatsoever things were written aforetime were
writtew for our learedng, tiat we through paticiee and
comfint of B scriptures sight Have hope™ (Rom, 15:4),

Compromising with ¢vil doesn’t pay. Disobeying
the command of Ged deesn't pay. Even if we think
we're ahead for doing wrong, we're not. It's'a hard les-
sonl to learn, but it never changes. We cannot do evil
so that good will come.

What happened to the lsraelites can happen to us
dlsa. We make sinceré promises of love and dedica-
tion—jisst like they did, But do we carry them out?

[t 15 easy to talk big and live little: 1t is easy to say
what we mean at @ moment of emetional response,
but when it comes down to the everyday fight, dri-
ving out the enemies pf righteousness from our hearts,
we have a dozen reasons for ngt doing so. We prefer
to go our.own way, and do whal is right in our own
eyvies—ijust as they did,

It is so easy, so effortiess to go our ewn way. But
where does it end? That is what we want to remem-
ber: the end of the matter. “Thereis a way that seeis

The Best Kind Qf' (_ Oye

(Continied from puge 19)

“Why! why?" she cried, bewtldered,

“You will find out by and by, Mother. It is nothing
wrong keeps us at home," said Pryce, with a mysterious,
yet roguish expression on his rosy tace. And beckoning
to Walter, he went off into the yard.

Carrying the water for farm use was really a hard job. It
had to be brought from  river that flowed along the foot
of the hill on which the farm stood. A denkey cart con-
taining a barrel and some tin pails, conveyed the water up
the steep, stony path from the river to Pen-y-Bryn, but
before this could be accomplished, the donkey had to be
led down to the river, the barrel filled, and the donkey led
up again—sometimes with more than a little coaxing,

5till vexed at Pryce’s strange behavior, Mrs. Jones was
bending over her tub when she heard the rumble of
wheels outside. Looking up she cauglht sight of the don-
key cart, followed by her stay-at-home boys, tum
through the yard gate.

“lLean't believe my eves!” she exclalmed. "Dear, dear

right to o m, bat by the el Bt leads to death” (Prow,
14:12, NIV},

MNotice how this all ties in with the stary of the
Judges. They made great promises, and immediately
broke them, They failed to drive out the enemy. They
settled down in g situation of compromise, lving side
by side with the enemy, The result: trouble,

They were the right people, in the right place, at
the right tine, under the right conditions, under the
right authority, with the right leadership. But they
went wiong because they insisted on doing it their
Wl

We, Lo, can be the same kind of people, sincere
and commitled, vet too weak willed to drive out the
enemy. Bvery time we compronmise, every Hime we
vield in-any area of our lives, we sav that we know
hetter than God, that we would rather live with the
ertemy than drive him oul.

I we would be safe, ifwe would keep our lives pure
and clean before Cod, iF we would have His Tavor and
His approval and be'sure of a place in His coming
Kingdom, we must abey. We must actually choose to
drive put the enemy. We must consent to spiritual
surgery where necessary, so that the evil can be
removed—so that the new life can live,

This was Paul's chosen course, and 1If we want His
destination, it must be ours also,

We cannot expect to drive out all of the enemies in
a moment, but with God's help, we can be victorious
We can live the new lite, we can walk the new walk,
full of grace and power and peace, With our hearts set
on-holinesy and the promises of God bright befdre us,
we can walk with the péople of God all the way into
the Kingdom.

If we just consent to live God’s way instead of our
oW, Bl

little Pryce! He has given up his pleasure to carry the
water for me.”

Tears of joy gushed From her eyes as she saw what a
Kind and unselfish son she had, and she returned to her
work with a lighter heart.

Down by the river the two boys were perfectly happy.
Pryce, who had led the donkey into the shallow water at
the edge, was standing in the cart emptying into the
barrel the pails of water which Walter then handed up
te him from his station knee deep in the cool river.

“I have had the best of it, Pryce,” he remarked, “I feel
a5 cool as a cucumber, It is just lovely standing in this
water.”

“Tt is right vou should have the better prart, Master
Walter, since you were so good as to stay at home and
help me.”

The 1ast pail for the barrel had now been handed up;
and Walter was resting, his arm supported on the shaft
of the cart, "You think a great deal of your mother,
don't yeu?"

"We all do,” was the reply, “We all love her dearly.”

“But your kind of love is the best,” said Walter sturdi-
ly. “You try to help her.” 0
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QUESTIONS & "

Jesus Returns from the Wedding?

NSWERS ‘

“Why did Jesus compare Himself to a “ford’ returning
‘from the wedding.' If we understand the Bible right,
the wedding is on the earth, not up in heaven.”

The passage to which you allude is recorded in Luke
12, where Jesus is talking about His coming Kingdom and
circumstances arourwd His return. Because He is talking
about the conduct of those who will welcome Him, it
seems that He is speaking especially to those who would
be living at the time of His return, He says, “Lef vour loins
be girded about, and vour Hghits buming: and ve yourselves
like writo men that wait for their Lord, whien Ire will returm
from the: wedding” (Luke 12:35-36).

What is the wedding “from® which He will return? Did
He go to heaven to attend a wedding?

The Bible does not tell us of any major event that was
to take place between the time of His ascension to the
Father and His return. In fact, we are told almost nothing
about His activities during the time He is at the Father's
right hand. Several passages, however, tell us about a
wedding which will take place after His return, when He
is united to His faithful bride (His church) in happy mat-
rimony (see Revelation 19:1-8).

What could Jesus have meant by saying that He was
returming “from the wedding"?

Part of the answer may lie in the meaning of the word
translated by the preposition “from” in our Common Ver-
sion. The original word is ¢k, which is very common in
the Greek language, The meaning of the word is often
“from...on, since,” but there arc other meanings we
should look at. The Lexicographer gives many uses,
among them: "of the seed of, family of;...from the midst
of {a group)...down from (a surface). .of the direction
whence is from, of the condition or state out ef which
one comes...of any kind of connection...of genera-
tion,. .of the power on which anyone depends,.of the
cause for which, from this time on.” We also find the fol-
lowing note: “used of the cause (whether the thing or
person) by which the action expressed by the accompa-
nying verb is aided, sustained or affected™ (Thaver's Greek-
English Lexicon). Another Lexicon gives: "used of the
effective cause by, because of, whether personal or imper-
sonal in nature, of the reason which is a presupposition
for something; by reason of, even a result of, because of.”
Yet another definition in the Lexicon is: “of the temporal
point from which, used of the place something is ema-
nating from."

With these definitions in mind, what might Jesus have
meant when He asked His disciples to be “like men who
watit for their ford, when he will return from the wedding*?
Recall that the lexicon said this word is "used of the
cause (whether the thing or person) by which the action
expressed by the accompanying verb is aided, sustained
or affected,” The wedding with His bride |s certainly one
of the causes of His réturn. Again it is the “effective cause
fiar™ His return. He i5 coming to be united to His bride, to
save His people, to rule with His saints, to bring the

reward to His faithful, chosen ones.

Used in this sense, a better rendering of the passage
might be: "Let vour loins be girded about, and vour lights
burning; and ye yourselves like wrto mmen that wait for their
Lard, when he will return for the wedding.” The wedding is
indeed the purpose of His return, and “blessed are those
servarts” who are found watching when He comes—
theirs will be the privilege of being part of that august
OCCAsion.

# Are Melchizedek and Jesus Christ the same ?

“Please, | have a few perplexing questions which 1
would like you to help me with. First concerning
Melchizedek: Are Melchizedek and Jesus Christ our
Lord the same or different entities?”

Jesus Christ is not Melchizedek, Melchizedek is
described in the Bible as “king of Salem and priest of God
Must High. He met Abralam refurning from the defiat of the
kings and blessed him, and Abratiarm gave lim a tenth of
everything. First, his mume means ‘king of righteousness’: then
alse, "king of Salem” means ‘king of peace.” Without father or
miather, without genealogy, without beginning of days or end
of life, like the Son of God he remains @ priest forever.” (Heb.
7:1-3 NiV). Certainly this description does not fit Christ,
for He could not be said to be “without father or mother,
without genealogy, without beginning of days or end of life.”
The Bible repeatedly speaks of God as the Father of Jesus
Christ (Eph. 1:3; 1 Pet. 1:3; 2 Cor, 11:31), Though His
conception was unigue in that He was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, He certainly could not be said to be “without
Father.” Neither is He “without descent.” His lineage was
clearly documented, even in advance (John 7:42; Rom.
1:3). The angel who prophesied His birth said He would
be “of the seed of David, * and the details of that lineage
are given in Luke 3:23-28.

Nor was Jesus "without beginming of days or end of life."
Muoses prophesying of Jesus said that God would “raise np
for vou  prophet like me from among your own brothers”
(Beuat. 18:15, NIV). If Jesus was “without beginning, " so
was Moses. And when He was crucified, His life ended—
though God very soon restored it in the wondrous power
of the resurrection,

There is nothing in the Scriptures to identify Jesus
Christ as Melchizedek. Rather, the writer to the Hebrews
described Christ as “a priest forever after the order of
Melchizedek."

Who was or is Melchizedek? Being at the head of the
priesthood, and being in existence éven in the time of
Abraham and still mentioned after Jesus' time, we can
only cenclude that the term Is used as a representation of
the entire system of Divine knowledge, much as wisdom is
personified in the book of Proverbs and called “she” (see
Proverbs 8). When Abraham met and paid tithes to a
“priest of the most high God” who was identified as
Melchisedec, he must have been meeting one who was
acting as God's spedial representative. 3
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TODAY

Wit every rising of the sun
Think of your life as just begun.

The past has cancelled and buried deep
All yesterdays. There let them sleep.

Concern yourself with but today,
Grasp it, and teach it to obey.

You and today! A soul sublime

And the great heritage of time.

With God himself to find the twain

Go forth, brave heart ! Attain ! Attain !

—Author Unknown

Please send me th Illr;-'lllll"-'|'|:.'.'_'.,,' FeafTars In the
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The LAW of LIFE

| he tree that never had to Sfight
For sun and sky and air and light,
That stood out in the open plain,
And always got its share qﬁufn,
Never became a forest Ring.

| he man who never had to toil,
Who never had to win his share,
Of sun and sky and light and air.
Never became a manly man,
But lived and died as he began.

(100d timber does not grow in ease;

The stronger wind, the tougher trees;

The more the storm, the more the strength;
By sun and cold, by rain and snow,

In tree or man, good timber grows.

r
| ]1-"here thickest stands the forest growth,
We find the patriarchs of both,
And they hold converse with the stars,
Whose broken branches show the scars
Of many winds and much of strife.
This is the common law of life.
—Author Unknown
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Fle:URES 0F SPEECH
Raveninmg wolves | Matthew 7:135)

“Ay the Tart postledh after the water brooks™ (Psalm 42:1)
Roe, hart {S5ong of Solomon 2:9)
Weaver's beant (1 Samuel 17:4—7)
Man's hand (1 Kings 18:42-44)
YVine, husbandman (John 15:1)
Paul (Acts 23:2-3)
Malachi (Malachl 3:2)

Thie scribes and Pharisees (Mattliew 23:27)

10 Water, lion's whelp, fruitful bough, waolf {(Genesis 49)
EXCErTIONS

N

£ 2em

1. The aposties {Acts 8:1)
2. They be sent (Romans 10:15)
3. They be agreed {Amos 3:3)
4. Yerepent (Luke 133, 5)
5. Abide in me {(John 15:4)
Do You Kxow...?
1.

26

The destruction of Baal's prophets. 2 Kings 101529

T
B,
0
I

LB

Pk EN—T WD DR W

Demetrius, Acts 19:24-28
Nehemiah. Neh. 3:12
The purchase of Hanameel's field, jeremiah 32
Joseph. Gen, 30:24-25; Heb. 11:22
“Crond save the king!™ 1 Sam. 10:24
Moab. Jer; 48:29
Eph. 1:3
Gamallel. Acts 5:394-30

=

Balaam’s (Numbwers 22:25)
Asahel (2 Samuel 2:18)

The giant of Gath {2 Samuel 21:2(0
Pealms (91:12)

Solomon (Proverbs 25:17)

Because they “cheweth nat the cud” (Leviticus 1127}
Mephibosheth (2 Samuel 4:4)

Zechariah (Zechariah 14:44)

Jeraboam s wife (1 Kings 14:6-12)

The impotent cripple at Lystra (Acts 148100
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Oh toy have an eraser that

would wipe out painful memories
of our sins, those stabbing mem-
ories of the times we've dis-
obeéeved God's holy law, Thank
God that we can turn, and that
He will forgtve

A rart gt be very fenderhieartedl
érgd sympathetic, it if the law of
Crod makes ro fmpression upor fim

he is, in G s view, harithearted

li obstacles get in vour way, do
as the wind—whistle and go
around them

SHHM' Dok ey for our INformation; the Bilile {s for
our TRANS ormation.,

Ihe Temple of Your Heart

i evry heart there's a temple
A there enthroned 5.0 King
Some chovse their self (o be honored,
There all their tributes they bring
Somie give their sowl to win riches,
CMirers seek honar and farire,
But I have enshrouded One greater tharn these,
He isiving, the Lorn (s His name!

I“ ev'ry feart there's o temple,

Soaneome Is ruling within:

Yo make the choice of the morsarch

Whe is o reiyn as your king.

Wil choose fo follow Bhe broad wany?

Wiy live to seek worldly gain?

Come o vour fheart to the Master of Men,
Let His truth be your babwark amd stay!

(Contimird frone page 2) Na*
WHEN SILENCE IS GOLDEN

The prophet Exekiel encountered the same type
of opposition. A rebellions house wis the house of
Israel, and the last thing they wanted to hear was
about their sins, But the Lord told Ezeklel to tell
them anvway. “You must give thom my messages
whether they listen or not” (Ezek. 2:7, NLT),

Our waorld today has enough of “mavbe,” “per-
haps,” and "we hope so.” We need to speak with
humility, but we must speak. Though we are limited
both in what can be knewn and in our ability to
know, on the matters of greatest worth, matters of
right, life, hope, and salvation God has given us His
Word, and we have no reason to doubt it

"
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o quickly |
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Our business in life is not to get ahead of others
but to get ahead of owrselves,

7_;!1' diovyr of opportunity is nurked " PUSH ™,

e

]t wie fill our hours with regrets of vesterday and
with worries of tomomow, we have no today in
which 1o be thankful.

-3
-

L.

{-,_

I.t is pever fod soon o give up a prefudice

b

Grm! oicasions for serving God may come sel-
dom, but lttle ones surmound us daily

-
TR .

N

Wﬂh I veoner thonghts; theyr become words
Walch veur words; they become actions,
Watch your actions; they becorme charactin
Watch yowr character; it becomes destim

Ihere certainly are times when silence is golden;
there are also times when it is deadlv. To be silent
when we are asked to defend our faith is to deny it.
Said the apostle Peter, “Be ready always o give an
ariswer Lo every man that asketh you a reasont of the hope
that is in vou with meekness and fear®™ (1 Pet. 3215).
Holding In our hands the troe Word of the Lord, we
have a duty to speak, “He that hath mmy word, let fiim
speak v word faithfilly,” said the Lord through His
ancient prophet leremiah (Jer. 23:28). To fail to
speak is to fatl in our duty to defend God's cause.

As echoes of God's prophets let us speak forth by
word and deed. And let our message be that of truth
and righteousness which s mighty to savie—first
ourselves and then those who will hear us |
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' thanh “Thee, then, O Tather,
or all things true and _g{}ﬁf:f., “The seecltime

and the harUESt, Our llfé; our flﬁfi-lﬂl, m;r]%ﬂd:

“To “Chee our livﬂs we offer, For all (Uly lOUE imparls,

And that which Thﬂu d@Sl r€5t,

o humble, thunkﬁll
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