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J " / aking a mistake Is one thing; admitting it is another.

: Everyone makes mistakes. “To err Is human.” Mistakes are part
of life. It has been said that the only pesson who never makes a mistake is the
mw&m 1V anything.

annﬁte}y fnr us, most of our mistakes have little consequence and involve
no mmmng slight alteration in our plans, a moment’s inconvenience, or a
mmm if we are trying to make every experience of our Hves
count n'qmd spiritual growth, we will see in every small mistake an opportuni-
ty to check our spiritual stature. How big are we—big enough to admit that we
made the mistake?

Some of the best lessons we ever learn come from our mistakes and failures,
The mdthi!pht often becomes the wisdom of the future. We did it. And if
could admit it, we would be a little taller. If...

A careful person IS not so likely to make a mistake is the careless, The cau-
tious person will avold many of the blunders made by the swift. But we soon
learn that it doesn’t pay 1o belong to the cautious, "never-do-anything” class
just to avoid making a mistake. Sometimes a mistake s plain evidence that we
at least tried.

Mistakes in our spiritual lives are more serious by nature because they affect
our eternal welfare, Each mistake lowers us in the esteem of God Almighty; and
firiling to admit it takes us still further down. In the words of the ancient Prophet,
we “add sin to sin® {Isa. 30:1). For example, we say what would have been better
left unsaid. We realize immediately that we should not have said it. But it is too
Iate. And when someone points out our lack of good judgment, we defend our-
selves—and double our wrong—instead of admitting it and going forward,

Deception is an art which the human race has been perfecting from time
immemorial. The prophet Jeremiah wrote of it “The héart is deceitful above all
things, and desperately wicked” (Jer, 17: 9).

Of course, simply admitting a mistake i3 not enough. No employer wants one
who keeps making the same mistake over and over, however freely he admits it.
Neither does God want those who keep making the same mistakes. Honest
recognition of our mistakes is the first step. But before we can be right in God's
sight, we must change (Prov. 28:13; Isa. 55: 7).

Admitting our mistakes may be painful; forsaking them may require much
diligence. But when the Master finally pronounces our work “Well done,” we
shall thank God we did it!
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Concordance). Megiddo was and is a town in
Palesting, strategically located, and the scene of
fraquent warfare. In the spiritual parallal, it is a
place where soldiers engaged in spiritual war-
fare gather to renew their strength and courage
(2 Cor. 10:4-5)
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place of troops” (Gesenius’ Habréw Laxidon|;
place. of God"™ (Young's Analytical

in God, the Creator and sustainer of the
earth, the world, the universes, and all life, in
whom wa "live, and movea, and have our
being.”

in the Bible as our only source of trus know!-
edge about God and His purposes and plans
for His creation and for the salvation of
humankind,

in Jesus Christ, the Son of God and our
Ferfect Example, who was conceived of the
Holy Spint and born of & virgin; who minis-
tered among His brethren, was crucified, res-
urrected, and taken to heaven and sested at
the right hand of the Father, crowned with
immartal glory, and whao shall shortly retum
1o heKing of the whole sarth

in the Holy Spint, the openly manifest power
of God, which God bestowad at various times
and in various ways 1o reveal His knowledgea
to humankind, to support His spokesmen, to
confirm His ullerances, and 1o demaonstrale
Hiz supreme power and authority

in life as the gift of God, and in our sacred
responsibility to use it for God and His com-
ing Kingdam,

in humankind as providing the raw material
from which shall be selected and developed
a suparior, God-honoring people  upan
whom God will hestow the blessings of
immartal life In His soon-coming Kingdom.

in purselves as capable, with the help of
God, of applying o our own lives the pra-
cepts and principles. taught in the Word of
God, In this way perfecting that high quality
of moral character which God has promised
o recompense with |ife atarnal in His heay-
enly Kingdom on earth,

in the promise of God, that Jesus Christ will
spon return to rid the earth of all sin and suf-
fering and inaugurate an eternal and world-
wide kingdom of peace and rightecusness,
until Ged's will is done here as it Is now
dona in heaven.

The Herald and the KING

Cup PLaneT will Soon wilness the greatest avents

its histary, For centunes God has bean silent.

But that silence will soon be broken by the
arrival of Elijah the prophet, who comes to her
ald the Secand Advent of Jesus Christ. “Behald,
I will send you Elijah the propher before the
coming of the great and dreadiul day of the
Lord....lest | come and smite the sarth with a
curse” [(Mal. 4:5-6),

Then shall follow the King of kings and Lord

of lords, to begin His momentous work of trans-
farming our world into the glorous and eternal
Kingdom of God.
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Does Jesus condemn us
for condemning wrong?

i
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—Matt, 7:1-2, 16=20, NIV & NLT

A

What did Jesus mean when He said,
"Do not judge, or you too will be judged”?

esus’ command to “Judge not™ may well be the most popular
thing He ever said, at least in the view of our secular society
“Nobody can tell me what to do,” savs one. "I write the rules
that 1 live by,” savs another. The results are tragic, as just about
any conduct or misconduct is justified and “anything goes” in
the absence of traditional values and standards. In religious cir-
cles the situation is almaost as bad because they sincerely believe
that to obey Jesus’ command they must refrain from jodging
icondemning) anvthing in a fellowbellever—because |esus said
"Tudge not." And if we condemn them, we're sinning,

If we read the Gospels, we find that Jesus was very definlle
that some things are right {for you, me, anvone), and some
things are wrong (for vou, me, anyone). And a large part of our
duty as His followers Hes in learning to distinguish between the
twao in our own Hves, and making the right choices.

Jesus was our example, and He didn't go around handing out
gentle suggestions, like, "1t might be well if you considered doing
such and such,” or “l would recommend this, if you're interest-
ed”—or who, hearing Him for the first time, would ever have
marveled at the authority and power with which He spoke; as
thev did at the close of His Brst sermon (Matt. 7:29)? Hear the
force in His words: *Verily, verily ! say unto you,” and He told
thein about obedience and sacrifice, Again He repeated it Ver
Hy, verily T say nnto you, " and He said He was the living bread that
came down from heaven. “Ifamyone eats of this bread, e will live
forever” (John 6:51 NIV), Again He said, “T tell you the traly, unless
vou eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink-his bood, you lave no
life in you. Whoever eals my flesh and drinks my blood fas eternal
life, and I will raise hin g at the last day” (John 6:53-54 NIV},

Jesus is our perfect example, and what was the example He
set? He did not hesitate to call wrong, wrong. He openly con-
demned those who drew near to God with their mouth and
denied Him by their lives (Matt. 15:6-9). He denounced those
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who saidh but did not do. He con-
demmned those who would not for-
give their brother, or extend to
another the mercy they had been
shiown,

Going still further, Jesus con
demned the Pharisees for their hyp-
ocritical eeligion, their vain and
empty show, their pretense In
which there was no heart. Who
hearing Him, could miss His mes
sage! “Woe to vou, teachiers of the liaow
ard Pharisees, you hypocrites! You
sht the Kingdom af heaven i nten's
fraces, You vourselves i nob enter, not
will v Tet Hiose enter wha are frying
fo.... Woe fo vou, Blind guides! ... You
shrains ot @ gmal et swallow @ camel,
Wit vou, feachers of the law aped
Pharisees, vou hypocrites! You clean
the gutstde of the cup and dish, bl
insicde they are full of greed and self-
idilgence.... Woe To v, teachers of
the law ard Pharisees, you hypocrites!
Your are like whitewashed  tombs,
wiiich look beautiful on the outside but
e the imsidye are full of dead men's
bomes: and  evervthing . ancléan®
(Matthew 23, NIV) Wasn't He
judging? Of course He was.

But, savs one, He was Jesus, Who
are we, you and 1, to judge?

But Jesus wasn’t the only one 1o
speak out against evil. Look at the
prophets. Was Amos wrong in say-
ing, “Hate the evil; love the good™?
tAmos 5:15). Was David wrong in
saving, “T will refuse to fook at amy-
thing vile and vulgar. | hate all crooked
dealings: [ will have nothing to do
with thent. . will not telerate people
who slander: their nelghbors™? (Ps.
101:3-5 NLT),

Didn’t God himself direct 1safah
to “ony alowd, spare not, TR up thy
voice like a trumipet™? {14, 58:1),
What about Lot in Sodom, or Noah
in the world of his time, where “af!
their thanghts were consistently grnd
tatally evil”? (Gen. 6:5 NLT).
Weren't they judging those around
them?

God's ministers in all ages have
worked hard 1o save their people
from those who would ruin them.
And how could they do it withoul
judging between the right and the
wiong? Didn't Paul give some vy
direct warnings of this nature?
Hear his words to the church in
Rome (16217 WNLT): “Watch o, ™ he
said, “for those who canse divisions
chined ot abstactes in virer way that ary
contrary o the teaching vouo hav
learned,. Keep away  fromr then,”
Apain, on the opposite side, he
gave this positive advice to the
Philippians: “Join with others in fol-
lowing my example, brothers, amd
fake note of those who live according
fo the pattern we gave you” (Phil.,
317 NIV).

Weren't they all obeving a ¢om-
mand of Scripture that requires us
o learn to “discern” between good
and evil? And “discern” and
“judge” stem rom the same Greek
roat. “Discern” tells us tw look
clasely enough to see the difference
in an action or perception, and to
dct on the basis of that knowledge,
This I8 just what we are command-
ed in Hebrews 5114 (NLT), to leamn
“to recognize the .4'.".",!':'1;'1.'1:' Befween
right and wrong,” In other words,

jrddge

What Did Jesus Mean?
Sincewe know that Jesus wants us
to judege amd condemn wrong,
what shall we do with His ¢om-
mand to “fudve por™?

In saying, "fudge not,” Jesus was
placing 'a large caution light over
the area of personal judgments, Bui
it is a caution light, not a stop light
And if we read carefully the context
of His words, we shall find that at
the same time He said "Don't
judge” He has told us specifically
how we muist judge.

Some types af judgment are fiyr-
bidden, others are reguired,
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Wmt kind of judging is wrong?

Don't Judge Someone Else When Yon
Yoursclf Are Guilty on that Same Point

According to Jesus, we should be more concerned aboul
being right ourselves and less concerned about others,
remembering that we ourselves will be judged. "In the sane
way vout fudge others, you wifl be judged, and with the measure
v wse, twill be measwed to vor” (Matt. 7:2 NIV).

In the next verse He is specific: We must be careful not
to judge another for a point on which we are at fault. Said
Tesus; “Whiy do you look at the spéck of sawdust in poir Broth-
er's ove and pay no attention to the plank In pour own
epe? Yo hvpocrite!™ (Matt, 7.3, S NIV,

Chme of the distinguishing principles of Jesus was truth,
and thit included truth in judging others. The scribes and
Pharisees were often goilty of condemning others while
making themselves look good, a practice Jesus despised.

There may be meaning, too, in Jesus’ choosing the sym-
bol of the eye, because the eye is pne of the most sensitive
areas of the human body. The picture of a man with a two-
by-four stuck in his eye; trying to remove a speck of dust

Is WW

ACCORDING TO JESUS

[rom another man's eye, 5 ddiculous indeed! But i we do
not honestly face up to our sins, and contess them, we
Blind ourselves to purselves. In such a state, how can we
possibly see clearly enough to help others? The Pharisees
saw the sins of other people, but they would not leserk at
their own sins.

The point is: Don't condemn someone else when v
voursell are guilty on that point without making full
allowance for vour own weakness. The apostle Paul said
the same in his letter to the Romans: " You.. e o excuse,

vou whi pass Judgstient on sorheane else, for at witatever point

vord fudee e other, vou are condemming vourself, because pou
wilitr pass fudgrient do the sarse ngs.... Yoo who teach ot
o von ever teach vourself anything?” Mom. Z:1, 21 NIV &
Phillips),

Far more serlous is our own “plank™ than our brother's
*speck.” And even if our record is clear, we must still use
caution. Anyone can be tempted, anyone can fall, Said Paul
again, “Brothers, if someone is canght in a sin, you wha are
spiritual should restore hitm gently, But watch yourself, or you
alser mmay be temped” (Gal. 6:1 NIV).

2 Don't Judge without Evidence

Answerlng a matter before we are fully informed is & dis-
tressingly commen form of reckless judging. “He wha
answers before fistening—that is kis folly and his sheame”
{Prov. 18:13 NIV} There can be no fair judgment of any
matter until both sides are known,

3 Avoid Hasty, Critical Judgments

Flash judgments can come so quickly. We see some-
thing amiss, and instinctively form an opinion—what he
appears to be versus what he ought to be. The habit is unl-
versal. Worse, it is reciprocal. The teacher judges the stu-
dent, and thestudent the teacher. The employer judges his
employee, and the employee his emplover.

Judgment is everywhere, between men and womer,
children and parents, rivals and friends, nations and lead-
ers of nations,

These harsh judgments impulsively drop into our con-
versation, where they do nothing but destroy. We ASSUme,
of course, that our judgment is right, and that others
should agree, Such judgments surely fall into the calegory
which Jesus forbids—that are bettér not madi.
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4 Don't Judge Others' Motives

We are lorbidden 1o judge the
thoughts of ancther's heart. Why?
Because we can't accurately read
fhem. Paul laid down this rule in 1
Corinthians 4 (NIV), where he dis-
cusses how his brethren were judging
lim. He said clearly that his accaunt-
abillty was to God, not to them, [
cutre veny litle if 1 am Judged by you or
by amy hman courty indeed, T do not
even judge rvself. My comscience I8 clear,
bt that does not make e iimmocent. It s
the Lord who fudves me® (vs, 3-4),
Paul's persenal accountability to God
was ever on his mind.

“Therefore fudge nothing before the

appointed tme: wait fill the Lord comes,
He will brirg to light what is hidden in
darkness and will expose the maotives of
men's hearts, At that time cach will
receive fifs praise from God" (1 Cor, 4:3),
Thev were judging his intentions—
and judging wrongly, Paul in one
word leaped from their judgment
to the coming judement of Christ—
which all will have to face. And this
judgment will be fir, thls judg-
ment will be impartial, and this
judgment will be final; none of us
will have any power to alter it.

[he task most essential to our
salvation, of course, 1s to judge our-
selves. This is extremely difficult
and requires a super degree of seli-
honesty. S0 rare and so difficult is
it that it is always safe to judge oth-
ers with leniency and ourselves
with rigor. Then we may come
somewhere near @ fair judgment,
But we strall always need the help
of others to coniplete the task, for
*TE % ot b oan that walketh o direct
his steps” (Jer, 10:23).

What Is our purpaose in judging?
Why are we concernied about jucg-
ing others? Not to correct their
course bul o evaluate gurown, so
that we can make our own course
right. As we observe others we
obtain a better knowledge of our
own heart and character,

When we see wrong In another,
our first thought should always be,
What is in my own heart? Am | har-
boring some of that same sin? Have |
the strength to stand should 1 be
tempted In that way? And having
seen, we should go to work to build
up whirt wie are weak, realizing that
all of us have our share of human
weaknesses.  None  are  exempl.
Mature's "nobleman” does not exist,

5 Don't Judge Trivia

In Romans 14, Paul warned in a
different way against judging one
another by the wrong standards,
Apparently a problem had arisen in
the ¢hurch due to the varving back-

grounds of the believers, Some came

from Judaism, and had a hard tme
breaking their loyalty to its time-hon-
aored customs. Others came [rom
paganism, and wanted to shun any-

Jesws” principles, Jim
nol a ﬁdg(a bk a
fz{a}f .

CAOVE.

ed to back down.

thing associated in any way with the

old pagan rites.

e question was about what was
right to eat and drink. A stmple i$5ue
it might seem, but neither side want-
Fhe result was a
near-division in the church.

What was Paul's atbtitoude? He did
not condemn either side, but felt that
the more mature should be willing to
make some concessions for the sake gf
the weaker, Yes, evervone should be

able o see that meat was meat. Even

if it had been offered to an idol in a
pagan temple, its value as food had
not changed. But they didn't need o
be si harsh with their younger, less
sure-footed brothers and sisters,

We today don't have the same

problems they had, but the same
human nature is still with us. Then as
now, we are inclined to be intolerant

and irritated when others do not fit

into the mold of our likes or dislikes.
And there are still small iSsges
which should be kept small. We are
still tempted fo confuse preferences
with principles.

5o Paul said, don't let vour dif-
ferences breed feelings of dislike or
distrust among vou, TFyeoar are firm-
Iy convinced that what you are
doing is right before God, do'it; but
do not condemn the oné who dis.
agrees with yvou, Even issues that
are not matters of right and wrong
by themselves become such i they
cause divisions in the church, il
they become points of criticism or
Contention.,

Who are we serving after all?
Who must we answer to? In the
final analysis that s afl that will
Count, and no one has any right to
criticize, Each of us is responsible 1o
his own master only. All of us are
servants of God, So—let God sive
ts our instructions, and stop critl-
Cizing one another. “For we are sot
dher o rasters when we five or dig”
(Rom. 14:7 NLT). Even though we
are not aware of it, we are constant-
Iy leaving something of ourselves in
others.
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iz,y did fesus pul a
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[ecause He Enew fiour ezzaxjf?,

we. condesmn oltiers and

oue kool cun o Aina.

Annthw time when Jesus talked about judgment, He sald
we should avoid judging by appearances but instead “judge
righiteons fudcment” (John 7:24),

What are some "right” judgments we can make?

Judge “By Frait”

If Jesus told us to condone conduct which the Bible calls
wrong, He would be teaching us to Lie. And He who called
Himself the *Truth® (John 14:6) would not want us to lie
Neither does He want us to call evil good, or good evil.

This means we must judge, In the same sermon where
Jesus told us not to judge, He sald alse, "Walch out for faise
prophets” who try 1o decelve, They come in “sheep's cloth-
ing,” but inside they are raging wolves (Matt. 7:15). Isn't
that a judgment?

Here is another principle He is-teaching: “Yon con detect
ther by the way they act, just as vou can identify a tree by its
fruit " (Matt. 7:16 NLT). How do we know a plum tree from
an apple? By its frult. And how dowe know a sincere, com-
mitted follower of Christ from one who is only play-act-
Ing? By recognizing the fruit.

ACCORDING TO JESUS

Soowhen | judge by Jesus' principles, U'm not a judge bt
a fruit inspector
Jesus judges us by the oot our lives produce. And in the

fooF 0

saMe way we mav—we mmsk—judge others. = Yoo can detec

thern by the way Diey acl. just as viou can hiferdsfy a frée

frueit, Your dowe't pick grages fromn thornibashes, or figs from this
tles, A healthy tree prodices good frult, amd an unhealthy trec
priduces bad fruit, A good free can’t prodisce baid fruil, and o
bad troe cant produce good g, Yes, the way to identify o
tree o i person fs By the Kind of froft that i prodiced ™ (Mat
7:16-20 NLT)

Oh, what kind of tree are we! What does Jesus think of
us! What Kind of fruit are we bearing?!

Is it wrong, then, to condemn one whose lite shows sour
fruit? Not at all. Jesus does not condemn us for being a fruit
inspectar. But we must be honest, truthful, and Fair. Neve
must we call the sour froit sweet. But if we see that person
is willing to change, we must be ready to help him.

Jesus wants us to call the fruit what it is. Especially 1s
this impartant in ourselves, And as we see where we lack
we can direct our effort toward improving. If we are weak
in courage, we must add it. If we see we are weak in faith,
we can read and think on things that will build up our
faith. Recognizng a wrong is the first step toward cormect-
ing it. As long as we refuse to acknowledge where we are
wrong, we will not improve.

What Is the difference between being a fruit inspector
and a-judge? Simply this: that a frult inspecter is observing
one's charactér or behaviar, not slerring it If T make such
an observation, | must be holding myself to the same stan-
dard and seeing my own fruit,

When Jesus said that every tree is known by its fruits
(Matt. 7:20), He was saving also that we should judge by
readily visible evidence—and that is all. We are not (o
judge by o feeling, impulse, or prejudice. We are not (o sus-
picion another's motivies or thoughts, Visible evidence is
just thit, and no more.

And then, If the fruits are good, it is our duty to mike a
judgment that the tree is good. If the fuits are bad, it is
our duty to make a judgment that the tree is bad. More
than this we cannot judge, becamse we have no power to
read the heart or mind.

The apostle Paul urged the members of the Corinthian
Church 1o use the same basis of judging in temporal mat-

8
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teers, and in this way avoid taking
a hrother or sister Lo the court of
law, He said, "D ovon mol know
it the sairts will judge the world?
L 3f vout arie to fudye the world, are
vour il competent fo fudge favial
cases?” (1 Cor, 6:2 NIV). Certainly
this sound advice indicites the
right—indeed the responsibility—
of the Christian to make judg-
merts.

Why did Jesus put a caution
light on judging? Because He
knew our weakness. He did not
want us to be tolétant of sin, but
He knew how easy It i to find
fanlt with others, how easy it is to
make snap judgments, to try to
put ourselves up and others
down. He knew how easy it is for
us to read wrong motlves into
what other people de—and to
overlook the wrong in ourselves.
Yes, jesus knew that the greatest
danger we face is the danger of
sinin our own hearts

Oh, how carefully weshould

esus gudges us by

the puil oun lives
paoduce. In the same
a.-ﬁcz{dr, L—:rz(!& @&;M.-Lﬂ- {£LA o

lock al olhers.

watch cur own heart and conduct,
we whio are so easily influenced by
one another! How serious the
thought that someone may actu-
ally be turned to the right road
because of our faith—or ruined
because we lacked courage!

What should move us to act?
Only this; that we believe it to be
right and pleasing to God. If we
do anything out of tear ol
unpopularity, er to please others,
it is wrong. The great Day 15 near
when “the Lord will come and
bripg to light what is hidden in
darkness  and  will expose  the
motives af men's hearts” (1 Cor
4:5, NIV} and each will receive
from pur heavenly Father accord-
ing to what he has done, Why
not rise above ourselves and our
natural tendencles? Why not fol-
low the King's principles in-all of
our judging!

Then that same King will
accept us, and welcome us to
share His Kingdom. +

inking It Through

. Why do you think Jesus gave this warning aboul
judging other peaple?

2. How does obeying Jesus’ command to judge by
fruits” limit our judgments?

3.  How does judging “by fruits" relate to His advice
in Matthew 7127

4. Suppose you see your sister doing something you
feel is wrong. Place an “X" in front of anything that
you should NOT do if follewing Jesus' principles.
Read (o her the commmand in Scripture that she
is vielating,
Point out to her the end resalt of what she is
dodrg, to shiow her it is nat i her best interest,

Dietermine that wiat she fs doing is wrong,
Try ko read her mind, o figere owl WHY she is

daing as she is.

Carefully examming your own freart o see if woul

Frgrve Hie samme weakness.

Speak to her privately abondt it
Thte next time you see her in public, make o

cormment in front of evervone present that shie
“cam't nriss” as befng directed egainst her,

Tell her Bhat you wold never do o thing like thal.

Speak ter your brother aboul it

Go back to question 4 and number (1, 2, 3) the

remaining statements in the order in which you think
they SHOULD be done.

Why did Jesus use so large an item as a “plank” in

the eye to illustrate “my weakness” and only a "speck” to
illustrate my brother's weakness?
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If yvou knew that Jesus would arrive next week-

2,

es, Jesus is coming. It was the promise of the angels
who watched Him ascend: “This same Jesis, which is taken
wp from Vo frete Beaven, shall so come in like manner as ye
frave seent Bim go duty Beaven” IU was HiS own falthiul
promise: 1 will come again” (Acts 1:10-11; John 14:3).

What does this mean? What difference does this make
in my life?

An enormous difference! In fact, nothing at all is the
sarme.

The thought of Christ breaking suddenly into our lives
is shocking. 1t overhauls our entire scale of values, The
more we think about it, the more we realize how abruptly
everything will change al the sound of the trumpet. Things
we take for granted, activities that demand so heavily of
our time and attention, suddenly are removed from our
realm of concern. Suddenly we reallze that many of the
things we ¢ling to, and want more of, don't matter at all—
and some things we almost forget to think about are real-
Iy important

True belief in the Second Advent causes us to loosen
our grip on the things that are seen. The bottom line of
everything becomes eternity.

Just how intensely ought we to focus on Christ's
return?

I we look to the apostles for our answer, we quickly

or next month—
how would it affect your plans?

realize that we cannot focus on it too much. It is the very
thing Titus 2:13 says we ought to do: “Looking for that blessed
Rope, dmd the glorlous appearing of o Savioar fesns Clirist”

When is the last time vou meditated on this laat? Prac-
tival people tend to reserveé such thoughts for funerals or
near-death. experlences, Most of us are here-and-now
thinkers, not then-and-there thinkers. But the Scriptores
sav wie should be living every moment with this great
expectation on our minds, "lest combeg siddenty” Fle find uy
sleeping (Mark 13:35-37). We are 10 stimulate and encour-
age one another, and “so mch the more™ as we "see the day
approaching” (Heb, 10:24-25), We are to “confort one aroth-
er” with words about His return (1 Thess. 4:13-18). The
expectation of His coming, the resurrection, and the
immaortal crowns He will bring are truths that should keep
us on our feet, “steadfast, wenoveable, atwayvs abounding in
the work of the Lord™ (1 Cor. 15:50-58). If they do anything
less for us, they aren’t doing enough.

The Bible Is literally running over with promises,
encouragements and admonitions directly related to
Christ’s return, 1t doesn’t just say He is coming—it empha-
sizes it. And re-emphasizes it. The second coming of Christ
is mentioned more than 300 times in the New Testament
ilone,

Critics have denled it. Cynics have laughed at it. Schol-

10
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‘t/%' covenant will I not break; mwor

of my lips.” —Ps. 89:34

ars have ignored it Liberal theologians have expliined it
away. Fanatics have perverted it. In the prophetic words of
the inspired Apastie, they are saying, “Where is the promise
of fis coming?” (2 Peter 3:4).

But the fact remains, unchanged and unchangeable:
He is coming again.

What does this mean in terms of everyday life for us?
How does this affect my life and vours?

First, look at what yvou don't do. Don't sit down and
walt for thie bugle to sound. Don't stare Into the sky, Don't
quit your joband move to the mountalntop 1o watch for
His coming.

Rather, live. Live richly, fully, abundantly, circum-
spectly, évery day your best, every day as though it were
your last. Live every hour with this expectation on your
mind; that He Is coming, and that you must be ready.

What does it mean to be ready? It méans to have our
life record such that Christ can look upon us with
approval, It means having a character so Hke His own that
He will count us worthy to live and work with Him eter-
nally, It means that He will accept us, prolect us, preserve
us, rewird us,

What will | want to be found doing when Jesus
comes? Do that new, What will | want 1o be found saying
when Jesus comes? Say that now. Where will | want to be

tound going when Jesus comes? Go there mow.

And watch. “What [ say unto your I say unte all, Watch.”
If we would be ready, we must be watching. *Watching” in
this contex! doesn’t mean looking up, but looking in. It
means looking deep into our hearts and scrutinizing every
thought, every feeling, every motive. It means asking our-
sefves continually, Am | pleasing Christ in this? Am 1 by
this thought, this action, this attitude, forming the char-
acter that will make my life acceptable to Him?

As true bellevers living in expectancy, we should be
the happiest people in the world. Our faces should shine
with the glow of His coming. Our daily conduct should be
a living witness to Him, and our whaole life and cutloak
radiant with' our hope. Whatever our circumstances,
whether to our liking or otherwise, our minds will not be
absotbed in the present cosmos. Our whole thought will
be: 1s my life pleasing God? What will the Lord of the Har-
vist think of me whin He comes? Will He find me réady?

To those who are ready, the arrival of Christ will mean
joy and happiness beyond anything we can imagine, the
realization of their highest expectations and hopes. To
those not feady, it will be a day of defeat, of grief, and Inde-
scribable sarfow,

Let us focus all our effort on getting ready, for He 15
coming, #

MEGIDDO MESSAGE » November 1999

11



|

Sy
= A

27 s’
F/ VE Vou ever noticoed that Hrsking
always precedes thanking! 1f A TR EU R R
MOWS U lawn because we are temporir -
p L T RH itated, we thank him because we
see evidence of Bis sincere P! 101 us

It seems 50 easy (o be thankial o thi
ridst of plenty, bat such gratitude is only
one small step toward lving in a constant
spirit of thankiulness

toward that deeper gratitude which the

It is only one step

ipostle Paul describedd as “giving Shanks
QWS o il

Why sh

willd we who live in a land o

plenty fingd it ditficult to be truly gratetul!
It only proves that wealth, health and pleg-
thankfulness,  Our

In faet, thi

sure do not maki

A Hte is for more and mor
cares and riches and pleasures of life onl
choke the plant of gratitude, and our lives
become unfruitful. I we were to chang
places for a few davs with our neighbors in
a land of starvation, we might soon learn
t0 be thankful for éw

And we would be more likely 1o returm

v morsel of bread

thanks to the Creator

[roesn’t this pattern ol thankfulness (ol
lowed by discontent remind us of th
of ald? Muast we be like them
before we can be truly thankful? Must wy

Israclites

suffer the pain before we can be thankiul
to be feee from it!

Looking back we can see the precious
vitlues that have come out of the illnesses,

the disappoimtments, the cconomic crises

the family estrangements, the larures, i
dislovalty of o trusted friend, But it is om
thing to ook back on past trials and x

Lhankiul for the blessings 1that have result

d from them, and ._{l_llll A1l

the midst of 1}

wie we need to think—and b

thankful

P']_\
hankfulness 1s a product of carteful culti-

wvation. v is the il of a deliberate resolvi
to think about God and our Priviicges and
respomsibilities, and to react in a deliber

ate, positive way. “Brothers g sisters, think
alront the Hiines Brat are gomd oaod worthnye of

frradse. Think abowt the things thil are T

urid hoporadie aod right el prare gosd Dt

fil anrd respected ™ (Phil. 4:8 NCY

these thoughts into action. As Paul contin

| 'F|g 1 r-:."
Edr winenk vour earped

wirar | bl viods, anid

ued in the next verse
et received from e,
wilrdld vl s el o

Now, think about voursellf, Can viou
can | make these same dechirations in the
presence of others—for whom we are
responsible?

What led the early Christians to be
thankful during the davs whin persecution

was 50 grievous under the tvrant Nemo!
They thought about Jesus, who was

careful to live uprightly, showing the pat
tern of a life that pleases the Father. Their

hope was sealed by the resurrection and

12
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ascension of Christ, and by the power He
sent from on high. Nor did they ever forget
the powerful men and women like Paul,
Peter, John, Junia, Priscilla, and Tryphena,
who stood firm in the face of danger and
hasdship. These early Christians had a 2eal
that no power could crush because they
were confident that whatever lay ahead for
them, God would be true to His word.

Destitute of even the necessities of life,
thiey could not be daunted. Hungry, sick,
cold or in danger, Paul had learned to be
content. No matter, he would be thankful
in all things. Every moming when those
carly Christians opened their eves to the
dawn of another day, they were thankful
for the opportunities it might bring in the
service of Jesus Christ. They were thankful
because they had the promise thar Christ
would return and they would be fellow
heirs in His Kingdom, Nothing could
divert their thoughts from this promise.
Nothing could separate them from their
love for God. Their minds were fixed on
Him, thinking, *“What do 1 lack of being
like the great Teacher from Galilee?” ot
“How can I serve the Master and be loyal
to Him?" They were thankful even for
tragedies, if only they would help to forge
a character pleasing to God, Whatever the
apportunity, they were thankful. They
thought about what lay ahead and were
exuberantly happy. Others might view the
next day with dread, but not them! There
was nothing more certain than that every
trial would work far their eternal good,

Only as we include God in all our plans
can we be genuinely thankful for ail
things, not only when we need Him but in
every situation, good or bad.

er keeps me from being thankful?

It seems the easy, comfortable life, like a
terrible disease, destroys thankfulness.

Think about those who survived the
firsl winter and summer after landing al
Plymouth. They were thankful—to be
alive, They were thankful for the com and
wild turkey, for tumips and beans, for the
abundant game that would help to sustain
thém through the ensuing winter, for shel-
ter and clothing, but most of all, for a
chance to start p new life without oppres-
slan,

What keeps us from belng thankful s

ot thinking. Do we realize just where we
would b without the providence of God?
We could not draw another breath with-
out His power! Life itself is a gift from our
Creator. It is within His right to end it at
any moment, but He doesn't. Do we appre-
ciate His providence, or do we complain
about not having as fine a home as our
neighbor? 1f we had to do without for a
while, perhaps we would be more thankful
for any good,

Often our attitude keeps us from being
thankful. We need to think about the
Provider, It is part of the growing process
to stop thinking of self as some great one
and give all credit 1o God. The gifted musi-
cian and the great scientist were both
given their talents. Their only part was the
hiours of study and practice that were need-
ed to make it a thing of value, Yet how few
of us stop to think and thank God for our
gifts of talent. It is God who provides.

Do we recognize the providence of God
in our lives? When the Lord freed the
Hebrews from slavery and led them out of
Egypt by the hand of Moses, how many
were thankful? Only two, Joshua and
Caleb. They were thinkers; "With God's
help we can overcome the enemy. He will
fight for us as He did before,” they pleaded.
But the rebellious did not think. “We are
not able,” they moaned. They could not
appreciate any good thing the Lord did for
them because they did not think about
previous blessings or beyond their present
situation, They were In training for some-
thing far better, And here they were, head-
ing toward the Promised Land. And just
outside the gates they began to grumble
and complain, and were ready to stone
their leaders.

What of those who have covenanted to
serve the Lord? What would make us most
thankful? A sports car? or perhaps a mil-
lion dollar home? Away with such! Give
mie life and moredife in the Promised Land,
Here lies real wealth, real happiness; real
pleasure! Think on these things and be
thankful vou are among the Lord's set-
vants.

We are just outside the Promised Land.
Soon, very soon, we may hear the voice of
our elder Brother welcoming us into that
eternal bliss, Think about what thal means.

Think, and be thankful.

?Mrﬁm
thankful?

Cnly as we
inelude God in
all owr folans
can tee be
gonwinely
thanffel for all
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‘}(Sﬂﬂc:rrn THovGHTS ON THANKS

! ;Wily

s anid every day, recognize the God from whom

J_ﬁ"' flow, and offer Him the praise of your

Mps, the love of your hearts and the consecration of
bt livies,

I Tuaxk You

O God whose goodness fills my cup,
With every blessing meet!

I give You thanks for every drop—
The bitter and the sweet.

I praise You for the desert joad,
~ And for the riverside;

Y, ~ For all Your goodness has bestowed,
fs And all 'fniwy:m: denied.

You for the-wings of love _t:‘:

mp;wﬂeﬂy nest; Py~ -r'_
l clonids n',flic f . y
$ o Yo . e <3

Y ower”
— Sisaluwe 23:5

th'mg Is more honorable than
a grateful heart,

P

Wiar Kinp oF Bucker Are YouT

‘Huw gloomy you look,” said one bucket to another
as they were being cartied to a well.

“Ah!" replied the second bucket, “1 was thinking
how useless all this is; for no matter how full we go

away, we alwavs come back emply.”

Then the first bucket commented: “What a strange
way to look at it, I have always been happy that, how-
ever empty we come, we always go away full,”

4 j;" ﬁf’"‘}

’ F

s f 4\ mes
e = g

me n'mr Hﬂdh’ Hmrmﬁu that glow;

. r . But witen shall | attain to this-
] / 'y To thank You for the things [ miss?
. B
I "- ] 4 .
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Tha hardest arithmetic to master is that I/
which teaches us to count our blessings.

A

rom the stream remem-

art is not only the greatest
it of all the other virdues,

-

,J" Kﬂ‘ﬁp both eves open to your mercies.

T;:e orte who has fargotten to be thankfid has
fallen asleep in life.

b

ar b fh?mﬂnﬁm apt to be the most com-
ﬂmmmnshine, rain, oxygen, soil, plants animals,
and a thousand other workings of nature.
Ifcmmaﬁmmem&m lower the value of a
thing for us, let usask:
Where would we stand if the carth 't:g, {
What would we hmtﬁe. Ifthr.rﬁxyghﬂ
What would we doif the water dﬂgd

/&"

Th’f person whao feels no compulsion to say “Thanks” for
the commonest courtesies s unworthy to receive more.

Emld%mu wag his tail at the person who gives
“him a bone,

So don't expect | hmpfness if you live below the
tével of a dog.

M!Gog, I thank You—You have miade
The earth so bright
Sor full of splendor and of joy,
Beauty and light;
So many glorious things are here,
Noble and right.

If life is sweet, give thanks; if bitter, give thanks—that
you still have life, which gives you another chance.

he vanity which feels that we
dﬂ not get what we deserve, isat the
root of all ingratitucde, }

* .

» 'Ew mmmmmm@w
life, grateful for its hardship i
e, while others r '

i =
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OU alone are God. You have made. .. the
ens, and the earth e A
. and the earth and the seas, and everything

in them, You preserve it all. —Neh 96
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{(Since they do not chew their
foodd, their teeth are deshoned
mercly lor gripping thetr prev.)

How do these whales manage
o live by swallowing whole tish
and sguid? This problem would
have meant tough chewing for
evolution, but for the Master
Designer it was casy. The-whale
is equipped with a multi-cham-
bered stomach, each chamber
doing part of the tood process-
ing. (If this happened by evolu
tion, why s it that atter all the
Years o !II11.|-|!-1.L"\HHI'|.. humans
still have only one stomach!)

The other group of whales
harve a unigque feeding structure
called baleen in place of teeth
[he baleen is a Aexible, fringed
commb which hangs in rows from
the whale's upper jaw, with a
hard edge facing out and a
fringed, hairy side facing in
iHow did evolution produce this
unique device alter it was dis-
covered that the whale could
not move fast enowgh to catch
larger flsh!y The smaller the prey
on which the whale feeds, the finer the “stralner” on the
inside of the baleen inits mouth, (D9 0t just fafpen this
way?)

Whales which live on zooplankton, including krill
(shrimp-like animals one to two inches in length) and

FAMILY TREE OF WHALES

Right Whale
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small schooling fish, have longer baleen arranged as hun-
dreds af plates, with coarse hairs on the inside, Tnothis
group are the Blue whale, the Thin whale and the Hump-
hack. Swimming with mouth wide open, these whales suck
in a It of food-filled water.

How can the whale do it? The Creator thought of this
necd in advance and provided a special “pleated”™ bag
alomg the sides of s throat that expands (to the size of a
large living room!), Now It doesn’t want the water, just the
food swimming in it 5o the whale uses s long tongue (as
long as 20 feet I a Blue whale), and pushes the water out
through the baleen, leaving the food trapped Inside, Inoa
matter of minutes, dinner is readv—maybe a8 much as a
ton of small krill

Since this group of whales likes to "gulp,” it has a
unigue meéthod for corralling its food. One or more whales
will blow a ring of bubbles enciccling a large amount of
prey (usually small fish). Now small fish do noy like bub-
bles, so they won't try to swim away, They just cluster
inside the wall of bubbles, Then the whale dives under-
neath the school, and comes straight up with its mouth
wide apen. Then, gulp! What a catch!

Who taught the whale this artful method?

Another type of whale Is equipped with very codrse,
short baleen which is used in guite a dilferent way. These
whales swim along the bottom of the sea on thelr side,
sconping up small marlne life as they go

Ihe killer whale is different from other whales, Thoughn
to be one of the mest intelligent of marine anlmals, sever-




al af 1t kind will surround a prey and
attack using @ united strategy, Where
did the Killer whale get its name if it
does not attack humans? 1t has been
observed killing other whales, even
calves of the zreat Blue whale, so was
given the name “whale killer.” Later
the name was reversed to “killer
whale.”

Navigating Through the Sca
How can the whale navigate through
the dark underwater world where vis-
ihility is very poor, H not zero? The
Master Desipgner gave 'many of the
loothed whales a special echolocation
system (which has been imi-

tated for use in submarines,
though not nearly

Singing In the Sea

You probably never heard them, but
whales sing (even though most have
no vocal cords), In fact, whale songs
are the longest and most varied in the
animal kingdom. Sounds range from
high notes to low and include a varn-
ely of screams, moans, teills, whistles
and barks. What does It mean? No
one knows, but perhaps the whales
are telling each other who they are,
where thev are, or how they feel,

Long Distance Travelers
Whitles are champions at migrating,
Every vear they migrate thousands of
miles from their winter homes, usual-

A Hlue whale can weigh as much as 32 elephants.

sovelficient as the whales use it), The
whaie sends a sound signal, and from
the echo is able to identify location,
and even color and composition ol
the object (metal, plastic, aluminum)
bv this method—quite a feat for undi-
rected evolution!

Echolocation works beciause the
whale has very keen hearing, (Por-
poises, o member of the while [ami-
lv, ar¢ capable of hearing sounds
pitched tenn times higher than the
humarn limit.)

Communities Under the Sea
Whales in general are social creatures,
especially the Killer wwhales, Families
consist of five to thirty members. Two
or three females and their descen-
dants live together as a "pod” (com-
munityl. No one knows how, buat the
members of each pod are able to com-
municate with each other. Without
the aid of vocal cords, whales make
sounds intelligible to each other.
Researchers claim that each pod has
its own dialect or accent, depending
on what part of the world they come
from.

[y iy the warm waters Of the tropics,
where thelr voung are o, o their
summer homes 1nAlaska, Antarctic or
Greenland. If the calves were borm in
the Trigid waters of the north, they
would die—because they lack the pro-
tective lavers of fat which they will
develop later. How many generations
died while they were *learming” this
by evolution?) Some travel as much as
G000 miles—a long way for such huge
mammals to travel under water. Bat
they were designed to swim. Thelr
slender bodies offer Tittle resistance,
and their powerful tails can propel
them at speeds up to 35 miles per
heur,

A Baby Whale Is Born
Once every year or two, mother
whales bear live voung. Although a
whale is huge, when a calf is born
there Is always danger due to sharks
and Killer whales. So several “mid-
wives” stay nearby to give protection.

Since the whale calfl is born under
water, how does it breathe? Nothing
went unnoticed in the Master's
design, not even the whale's first

breathh of air. After the birth, the
mother’s first instinct i to push the
newhorn to the surface. And the Mas-
ter Designer has supplied it with an
extra amount of oxyveen in its tissues,
s0 you don’t need o worry about the
new baby passing out before 1t gets
that first breath,

How fast does the Daby grow? M
birth the Blue whale is about 23 feet
long and weighs 5,000 to 6,000
pounds, For miost of the frst véar the
muother nurses the little one (little at
least for whales!), providing it about
A0 gallons a diy. This milk consists ol
35% o SO fat fapparently whales
have no cholesterol problem), and the
newborn gains something like nine

potttids an hour for the fest
-, vight months;
Lven Lhen,
the "baby”
is still a
long way from
full size. Much of
the additional weight
will be blubber, which it needs
(0 SuTvive.

A Built-In Heat Exchanger
Belng miammals, whalés must main-
tain a constant bodv temperature,
How can thev doit, when their habi-
lat ranges from the warm waters of
the deep south to the chill waters of
the Arctic? They do it because of
another marvel of engineering by our
Great Designer, Deing mussive in size,
the whales” change in Dody tremperd-
ture s naturally slower than in small-
er animils. They also have a built-in
overcoat (blubber) which varies in
thivkness from Six to twenty inches,
depending on the need. (IF evelution
did i, why can’t we change the thick-
ness of our fat layers with the season?)

But blubber 1s mare than an over-
codl. In itare many arteries with coils
of smaller vessels surrounding them.
The system acts asa very efficient heat
exchanger that can either rise or
leovwer body temperature as needed. Tt
also doubles as an emergency supply
of energy—if food is short, the whale
can turn this fat into tood energy.

Wasn't the Master Designer very
kind to our-gentle giant friends?

15
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A Breath of Fresh Air
Like us, whalis must breathe to live,
Bt unlike us, breathing for the whale
is a multl-step process which has to be
planned. It must swim to the surface,
open the blow hele on top of its head,
physically expel the old air through
the blow hole, reéplace the air, then
remember to close the blow hale
before diving down into the sea again.,

Whi said breathing s easy?

But we can't compelte in efficiency,
Can vou imagine replacing 2100
guarts of air in about two seconds?
This Is-what the Blue whale accom-
plishes every time it comes up lor air,
(Compare this te vour own lung
capacity. Inflate a small balloon,
which holds about ome guart—can
vou do il in ene breath?)

S efficient is the whale's use ol
oxyien that it can actually stay sub-
IT'IL'I].{L"L' between ane and two Bours,
Hew? Again the credit must go to the
Great Designer. Humans store only
about 13% oxygen: whales store
about 4%,

But this isconly part of the design.
During a-deep dive whales actually

conserve oxveen for their heart and
briain by reducing blgod flow o other
muscles. Even the heartbeat slows
down to save more oxygen (a whale's
heart is the size of a small automo-
Eaile).

What happens if this mammaoth
animal runs completely our of oxygen
at a depth of 3000 feet? Does it die?
No, the Master Designer thought of
this; oo The whale can actually build
up an "oxvgen debt” by producing
energy in its muscles without using
oxveen. When it comes to the surface,
it will just have to take an extra bit of
time to repay the debt.

S0 when these mighty monsters
feel like plunging, thev're ready—at
speeds up to 35 miles per hour they
can reach a depth of 3600 teet in a lit-
tle-more than a minute. How js that
[or an excursion!

Oh. who can say that whales have
not been supremely eratted by God?
"You are worthy, O Lord our God, to
riceive glory amd Tonor aind power, for
o created all thibngs, and v yvouwr will
tigy were created and Tave their being”
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human torm as we know it?
The Bible writers speak ol God
having the ability to see, hear,
smell, and move very much
like a human being. Does this

sugpest that God actaally

* Nm mwmﬂgﬂ ok i "looks like™ us, that Hulhar,
QMWW,MI"Lt features resembling ours? Oy

an honon based one b dikiona? did the Bible writers, being

is menit bated, what are _a human, use human terms to

- _— express what was Divinely

e revealed? We do not know,

Vit doeil 16 misnito e made 1 But Gid being Almighty, all-powerful,

God’s image? from everlasting, and possessing wis-

Our first task is to determine the
meaning of “God’s image”™ as it iy
spoken of in Scripture.

The Hebrew word translated
“Image” (tselem) is defined as
“image, likendss, Le., that which s
a pattern, model, or an example of
something,...the exact reference of
whether this is moral, ethical, phys-
lcal, nature, ¢¢. s not clear”™ (The
Dictionary of Bible Liamguages with
Stmantic Domginsd. Being in God's
Image, then, might suggest sharing
God’s likeness, either physical or
spiritual. Its physical aspect suggests
in some way being like God in phys-
ical or mental features. (It never siy-
gests that we become God or are ¢qual
with Giod.)

In a spiritual or allegorical sense,
being in God's image suggests that
wie are like Him in ethical or moral
values, that He is our model, pat-
tern, or example in character.

Let’s: think maore about each of

these possibilities.
God's Physical Image
What can we say about God's physi-

.flrli Hkm? What are we told in

I God's physical likeness the

dom beyond bur farthest ability to
imagine, and we being finite creatures
of His making, it does not seem that
we are in a position to say what He
“looks” like in physical form. Words
like glorious, majestic, mighty and
wonderful are wsed frequently in
Scripture, but they do notl say much
about His physical form or appear-
ance. And does it ally matter?

How far shall we take the issue of
physical likeness? Given the almost
infinité range of physical diversity
among the human family (in heighu,
weight, skin color, and every other
physical feature), doesn’t it seem
almest preposterous to claim that any
of our riace are physically  “like
Gad"?—unless we keep it in the most
general terms, and then we contradict
the meaning of His “image,” as it is
usually understood.

How can we describe God's physi-
cal nature?

All we know is what we read in
Scripture, and we do not have any
direct description. Reading the Bible,
ene would expect God to have
human features. The writers describe
Him as being able to “see” (as having
eyes) and “hear” (as having cars), etc.
But how else can we understand any

“heing"? Belonging to the human
race, which |s the highest lorm of
earth's creatures, and having never
seen anything higher, we can only
think of God in relation 1o ounselves,
Fo draw any firm conclusions about
Gionl's phyaical features, we must wall
[or further revelation,

OF one fact we can be sures He does
not shire our cormuptibility, our mor-
tality, our susceptibility o disease,
pain, and accident.

What of His duration? He is
deseribed as being “frone everlasting o
everhasting " (Ps, 90012,

What about His strengih? He
“fainteth mot, neither i wean: ™ (lsa
40:28).

What aboat His range of knowl.
edpe? “Great is our Lovd, wind of greal
poniicr: Biis anderstannding is infimite” (T
147:5).

Though we do not know how God
is able to see, hear, smell, eic,, all ol
these descriptions suggest one basic
fact: that He s not an immaterial $pir-
it, as Is widely believed. A breath, a
spirit, an apparition would not have
any ability to see, hear, smell, etc.

Ihe writer of the book of Hebrews
says that Jesus was made in the
“express image” of His Father's "per-
son” (Heb. 1:3). This suggests that His
Father has personhood. The word
“person” describes a living entity. But
here again we get quickly bevond our
range of knowledge, for we cannot
percelve God depending on any phys-
ical elements (food, air, water, light)
as we must, or being a creature of
flesh and blood. He is of a substance
beyond our human knowledge.

God's Character (Spiritual, or
Moral) Image

What does the Bible tell us about the
character image of God?
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The Bible portrays God as the ulti-
malte in purity, holiness, perfection,
poodness. Taken together, His attrib-
utes make up a likeness that is perfect
and eomplete. He is the embodiment
of all that is upright, holy, true, right-
eous and good. Heis “righteons in all
fis ways, aind oty in all his works” (s,
145:17). Says Moses speaking of God’s
attributes; “f will proclaim the narme of
the Lovd, Ol praise the greatness of onr
Crend! Ho is the Rock, his works are per-
fusck, ened all his ways are just. A foithfil
Coend wiht does o weony, apright and just
i e {Deut. 32:3-4 NIV,

What can we say about our human
[lkeness as compared o God's? What
does the Bible say about the human
physical stute?

The writer of Ecclesiastes describes
the human image as vanity, “Strely

mien of fow degree are vanity and pren of

figh degree are a lie: 1o be laid in the bal-
dnwe, they are altogether lighter than van-
it (I, 629 NIV,

Abraham, when speaking lo the
Lord (His representative, an angel),
referred to himsell as Deing “but dust
arnd ashies” (Gen. 18:27),

The Psalmist described the human
state as on the level of the animal
kingdom. Speaking generically of
iy, e said “He 0w ke the beasts thal
perish.. he stadl o fo the generation of
his futhersy they shall never see light,
Mt it s i haror, and inderstondeth
not, iy like the beasts thal perisht”

(Ps. 49:12, 19-24)),

The writer of Eoclesiastes rein-
forced this thought by saying
that "4 man hatl wo preeminence
above @ beast,” and that God
“tests them |men| se thal they
ity see that thiey are ke aninrals”
(Eccl. 3:19)

Our Human Character (Moral)
Image

What does the Bible say aboul our
human moral condition? Are we nat-
arally like God, pure, hely, and
good? Far from it By hature we are
prone to sin and selfishness, pride
and every evil. The Psalmist says,
“Beftld 1 was Shapen in friquity, ard
in sin did my mother comeeive me® (s,
51:5). Says the prophet Jeremiah,
“The heart is deceitful above all things
i desperately wicked, who can know
it?" (Jer. 17:9),

How do our thoughts compare
with God's? The prophet lsaiah
describes our thoughts as being as far
removed from God's as the heavens
are above the earth (Isa. 55:6-49),

Mow let us address the question
being asked: How are we, human crea-
tures of flesh and blood, in God's
image? When the Bible places the
human state on the level of animals,
can we think that we are physically in
the image of God? To be in His physi-
cal image, wouldn't we have to share
something of His physical likeness,
i.e., His immertal, undying, incorrupt-
ible state? Or are we in His moral/spir-
itual image? To be in Fis moral image
we would have to share something of
His attributes, His love, holiness; truth
and uprightness, Since we have nei-
ther His physical nor moral likeness,
isn't it possible that we are drawing a
wrong conchision from the Scriptures,

HI am God and there is none

like me....what I have
planned, that will I do.”
—Isa, 46:9, 11 NIV

that we are not properly understand-
ing the Divine revelation?

Looking Deeper..,
In what conceivable way are we In
Giod's image?

For every part of our physical being
we are dependent upon our Creator,
and the natural forces He set in
motion, Far be it from us to claim any
physical likeness to Him. We do not
see as He sees, we do not hear as He
hears, we do not have His mentality,
or Hiscapacity for wisdom and under-
standing.

And if we think of being in God's
image in a physical sense, how far
shall we take our comparison? Should
it include color of our skin, our phys-
ical stature, our mental acimen, our
bodily strength? For we all know that
the human race varies widely in all 6f
these. If the entire race Is In God's
image, what can “being in that
image" mean?

Mo, we must conclude that we are
not natutally in God's physical image.
If the Bible says we are, we are not
properly understanding the Divine
MEssage.

Nor are we in God's moral or spiri-
tual image. We do not naturally have
His purity, His perfection, His good-
ness, His longsuffering. These godly
virtues are not ours by nature. We
may acquire them only by the most

diligent concentration and prace
tice, by using our mental pow-
ers to their utmost, The people
of God In Bible times showed
that it is possible for human
beings to acquire these qualities,
but they are not ours by right of
birth, which being "in the
image of God" would imply. &

{1 e contined)
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descritvs the fmitless extent of God's
Knowledge and wisdom

God's CHARACTER Image

dbescribie Cioud"s perfect il
CIUErECTer senndd aottrifeles

Grind’s PHYSICAL Trmvage

desortbies Cipd's plivstval
cltracieristics

GOD 15 THE ULTIMATE SOUKCE OF
NLL WISDON AND KNOWLEDNG]

Gon B THE PESFECTION OF
VIETUE AND GOWODNTSS,

Coond Fries frll Kenenwledie of all His
cregbion:

Koo tirnto Gaod sere sl i waorks
from fhe Peginmine™ —Aots 15018

Coind Trins Kvowlealye Devorsed Teieeein
andlers bl

“ Mo s Tinle o Wiy jutlig-
sneneds, and Jris wanys past finding ol ©
—Rom. 11234

“His gewherstisriding s ifareite”
—s. 147:5

ol Joers Kovowledge of frbird ¢vienis!

I ity Crond—=F ailome., Oy Foon
tell ven awliit ks going toe lappest even
Defire It huppwenss™ —1sa. 46:9 N

“I the LOREY Farve speskent d1: I8 shal
conme fie pyiss © —Forek. 24:04

AI‘E we

by nature
in God’s

image?

We are not!

The Bible pictures God as

Huly
“I the Lovd o fafy*

Pure
"Every warsd of Crosd ds e Prow
WES; “ Yourr cyey are fowe puire o fook o
Vil e Conrol Toderate wiong”
—Hab, 1:13 NIV
Juest
Caiwid i% frest”
“antidl weitlont nigeity”
Uipright and Good
“Tie LORLY is oprighet; e is oy
Kik'k, strsd thcee B oo wilcRedloi'ss in

fev. 226G

—2 Thass, 16 MIV:
—Deut. 32:4

friem ™ =T 92:15 MIV: “Ceoekd ol
agright is the Lond™ —I's. 258
Righttenns

“The LORLY B8 wighaeous (ol s
waiys artdd Jeevingg toward all T fios
e —I's, 145:07 NIV

Merciful wod (eraions

“He is gracions aid mmencifnl
—Joed 2:0.5; " The Lovd s spercifeld aered
Lroions ', 104:8
Forgiviny

“Hind von are a forgiving Cood, grocion
arted conriposstonate, sliny 1o anger aed

ubosundingg i fove™ —eh, 9:17 NIV
Lowving
“Coind Is fime™—1 John 48, “You, O

Crind, wire st fosrtress, ony Sowingg Ceogd™
—Ps. 599 NIV

Limigsufforing
“The LORD S Tossufforing” —Num.
418 NEIV: “The Lord s, lopgsuffor-
i du pes-srred, oped weillieng thet ain
shildd pevisdi, Sttt aall sheriild oo
o repenttane” —2 Pet 39
Perfect
Lo Fartlier i leayen Is perhisct
Nlatt. 508 WOV Ty work v prer-
fects for ald his ways are fudginent”
—Mgat, A2:4

Tt
“Cind ds fruae B Bl peovntisis T

vl Rom. 15:8 NLT; “A Gl of
frinth ™ —Dwut, 32:4
Furithful

Tl LORLY is faritioful 1o all his
promises” —1*. 14514 NIV; “The
Lord,, ks the faittgful God... " —eat, 79
Provident

“Fywwn H"u_‘; crunes frimne Mime @vemy-
iy exisis by Fris power” —Rom.
11236 ML

GO 1S PRIYSICALLY SUPREME AXD
PERFRLCT REYONTN HUMAN ENOAWLETNGE,

b Bible prctures God as

Lidving

Tl forever " —1eut
12:3 ML
Tnmmmiaitanl

e innrror sl Crond
e A
Newer Hreid

=He el tlolies over Vbl pier
tirey o sdeeps™ —I's, 1214, NI "The
LORDY, . othe Creatir of thy ends of (i
vafrthe, il waal grow tinedd o weane”
—Ia. 4028 NIV

Celorrdinis annd Majesth

“Thiiw, OV LORLY, is fhoe griatress,
ariad the povwer, anid He glory, amd B
victory, anid Hremiafesty™ —1 Chiron
2011
Everlasting

“Thwere Absralzany cotlleal on Pl v
af Hre LORED, the Everfusting Crnl”
—ienn. 21233 NEIY

Alwbghty (Cweeriipoderit )

OV LCIREY Alriglrty, Ceonl aof Taeoid
pe e enthroeted Detwiicn e iiehiy
chiernetdan! Your adorte oore Cood of all Hhe
Eingdhonns of the qarth™ —lIsa. 371611

Chnprripresemt
*The cves of the Lord are I cveny
lice, tolifieng. thve vl aond Bl gomogd™
PFrow, 15:3
Nt spbjent fo sickness, sorrow, iis-
vose o death
Tt K Sy e Bk argets ad
catttnnt i, Thiey ase coulelvesnt anf Gegigh™

$2:40; Dan.

Hom. 1:23

Luke 2036 MOV
Sovercign
(3} LORDD, onir Sovircien, B iiidle's

[fe B venper ehomeee o0 anll Hhe darffe) ™ —Ps.

#:9 NRSY

Waperful

"Hiv Beifbivur spléaitor filts e Beav-
oes, arined e ewertfe is (e with fiis
pranise! Wit o worsderfil ©oond foe 157
—iah, 3-8 XL
Chwinvipoderst

e Lawread Cootid oovsnsipestesst

felgmth ™ —Rev. 1996
Trivisiiole (to smortal oyesl

“Heix Be aowgge of Bhe demvesilelie
Catnd™ =Ll 1215 NIV = wilsore s phaiien
dntly seent, o camr soe” —1 Tim. 6216
Awesinne

* oottty apend pwesoene i fiis e
—", D01 NI

MEGIDDO MESSAGE » Wm

o =

e T

4

i
"

)
e
e




T ANSWERS

Solomon or Jedidiah?

“f have & problem. David committed adultery
with Bathsheba, then he had Uriah Killed and he
married Bathsheba. He had several chiliiren with
Bathsheba, including Solomon, whom the Lord
called Jedidiah, but Bathsheba and David called
ibe chifd Solomon. Any answers?”

In 2 Samuel 12 we find the account of this portion of
Draeid's tife, Mathan came w0 David and rebuoked him for
his sin, which David immediately acknowledged: "1 have
sinhed against the Lond. " Nathan replied, *Fhe Lowd alie lath
put iy Hhy sin; thon shalt not die. Howbeit, because by this
deed thon hast given great accdsion o the enemies of the Lord to
Blusphente, the child olso that & borm unto thee shall surely
die™ (2 Samm. 12:13-14).

This praphecy was saan fdfitled, and their first son died
{25am, 12:18-23).

Because the narrative is told in the next verse jverse 24),
i might appeat that Solomon's birth followed closely the
death of the fiest child (there s some debate regarding
thisi, However, {t seems that there was 4 long interval of
tirne between the two children, during which several other
children were bom (see ) Chron, 3:5). In any case, Gl
chose Solmon as e successor of David, and commended
his good qualitles, whether prophetically or after the fact
we are not told. The earllest mention of this wis during 4
second mission of Nathan, which God used to convey to
David a mark of Divine favor by assigning the child the
name Jedidiah, which is eguivalent to “beloved of God,”
“darting.”

[t seems possible that this was an honorary tithe only,
that God did not intend that the child’s name be changed.

Actually, the name “Solomon ™ was God-assigned even
prior to the child's birth. In 1 Chronicles 22, David is
telling his son Selpmon how God denied Rim the privi-
lege of building the Douss of the Load, David vells B,
“The word of the Lord came to me, saving, Thow hast shed
Blood abundantly, and hast madye greal wars: thou shalt not
Build an Mose unto iy name. Behold, o son shall be boem to
fhe wwder Ml de i et of sty ared £ wild! give feiem rest from
all his eneties ound obouk: for s tame shoall be Sedormom,
anted Fwill give peace anid quedetness areto Bsedet i his divs. He
shall busibed am howse for amy mame” (1 Chron, 22:8-10), In
naming the child “Solomon,” David and Bathsheba
wiould have been abeving an instruction from the Lord.
Doesn't it seem that if they obeyed the first command,
that if God had told them to change his name they would
have complied?

It might be said that God's giving the child Solomon
the name or title “Jedidiah” was a signn that God had
accepted David's repentance. David's sin was punishable
by death, but when David repernted, God forgave. And
evell though the name given to the child Solomon means
“beloved of Jehovah,” perhaps indicating this Divine for-

=

giveness, still David had to pay for that sin for the rest of
his life in the fulfillment of the prophecy: “The sword shall
mever depord frony Nelne fese® (2 Sams 120 Pross st
point forward, David's family was plagued with strife, cru-
elty and bloodshed.

By naming the child Solomon (egquivalent to “a marn of
peace”) God was recognizing also that the wars wereé now
aver, ard that an et of Guiet bad began, o e which
should be gonsecrated to the puilding of the temple. It was
a timee when the kingdom could enjoy peace, even thoueh
the family would still be ravaged by strife and rebellion,

# About Translationsy

What Bibles do you recommend?

As everyane haows, these ame many Bible Uanshtions
available today, all of which are the work of human hands
and minds and none of witch are completely acourate. But
the imperfections in the translations are pot an obstacle
that keeps one from understanding the Bible. The variety
of transtations are actaally a help, providing alterpate read-
ings where the gne rendering may not seem o offer a
thaweht i harmony with general fgible teaching. If the
meaning is still in question, it is oftep helpful to consyly a
lexicon to determine the meaning of the original Greek or
Pebrew word al the time the et was composed.

Tir the serious Rible student, the King Jamies Version (or
the recentfy updated New King James Version) remains a
good basic study source because it is linked through
Stronp's Coneordance ty various ather study tools such as
Febrew and Greek lexivons.

Also there are several gxcellent computer Bible programs
avatlable today. Two of the most popular are OuickVerse
and Logos, Available with these programs are multiple
trarsfations of the Bible afong with other ools and study
ards. Some of these programs are actyally “librarjes.”

It would be difficult to recommend one translition syver
another, but as a genetal guide we might suggest that you
setect a study Bible (f vou intend to use only Gne Bible)
that is a “translation,” rather than a “paraphrase.”

Tasted below are some of the better translations in med-

ern English: 3 :
New Titerpationgl Version

New King Jarmes Version

Fevised Seandard Version

New Revised Stapadora YVersiom

New Enytish Bihje

New American Standard Rille

New Century Version

New Living Translation

We feel that the Bible is the greatest "library” of books

ever written, Afthough written milfenniums ago, it remains
our anly soutce of knowledge abowt God and g miost
important spurce of guldance today. #
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ANIMALS

Whaat animal did Jesus mention in one of His
stories about “lost™ things?

What animal did Aaron make out of gold?

What animal did Jesus ride on His trivmphal
entry into Jerusalem?

What animal did the Egyplians use 1o draw
thelr chariots?

What commeon houschold animal is not
mentioned in the Bible?

What animals did young David slay?

What anlmal was used at the feast of the Passover?

Joseph's brothers dipped his coat of many colors
in the Moo of a _ to make their
fathver think he had been Killed by o wild beast

AFRain!
1. Who was the first person In the Bible to say: "1
wrs afraiid"™?
What wonderful sight did Moses see on the mountain
side, which made him afrald “to lowk tupon God *?
1. Whao said: “It is I be not afraid,” and on
whal occasion was it said?
4. The man who had been ghven one talent said: T was
afraid, * and what did he do with his one talent?

A

About whom was it once sald: “The glory of the Lord
shone: round about thern: and ey were sore afraid "7

6. What occasion do these words bring to mind:
“Then tie mariners were afraid, and cried even
et cito bls gt

. Who was afraid to go to Jesus when he saw the
boisterous waves? He cried, “Losd, save me,”

8, Why were Aaron and the other leaders afrald to
look on Moses' face when he came down from
the mountain?

9. Why were Joseph's brethren afraid when they
found their money in thelr sacks of corn?

24

STREETS

1. Who was honored by being armayed in roval apparel
and brought through the street on harseback?

2. Inwhich parable was the servant ordered 1o go into
the streets and lanes of the city?

3. Why did the people luy their “sick fn the streefs ™ in
the time of Jesus?

4. Who, according to Jesus, loved to " pray standing in te
corners of the streets™?

8. According to Proverbs, what Eind of man says "4 fon fs
in the streets !

6. Who read the law to the lsraelites who were gathered in
the street before the wiater gate?

7. Into what street did the Lord tell Ananias to go to find
Saul (Pauly?

8. In John's vision of the new Jerasalem “the steeet of O
city wits s

0. What did john see “in the midst of the sireet™?

10, Zechardah, speaking of the restoration of Jerusalem, says:

“The strects of the city shall be full of

and playing.”
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ANGELS

1.

r

What was the name of the angel whoannounced to
Mary the glad tidings that she would be the
moather of Jesus?

Who saw three angels at his tent door, and
entertained them?

On what occasion did the angel of death visit many
homes in Egypt?

What [ood sent by God to the Israelites was called
Yangels' food™?

On what oecasion did angels come and minister to
Jesus?

Who was released from prison by an angel?

What great leader of Israel was afraid to take up the
task of delivering his people from the Midianites,
until an angel of the Lord appeared to him, and as

a'sign of his worthiness, brought fire-out of the
rock and consumed his offering?

Who was hindered three time by an‘angel because he
was bent on temporal gain?

ANSWERS TO DUESTIONS ON MAGE 26

(A Paraphrase of Psalm 139)

j\f\1 Lovd, Your all-discerning epes
My deep fntents review
My deeds, my words, my thoughts are afl,
Alike disclased to Yo
My lvirg dowrl, 1y rising up,
Broad noon and deepest night;
My path, my pitiow, cterid 11y cup
bre opent to Your sight.

L
L)t’!nr:*, e, Tmeet Your eve
Aned feef Your mighty Hand;
Such knowledye is for me too Tigh
Tor reach ar understand;
What af Your wonders carr I know?
What of Your purpose see?
Where frion Your spirit shall I go?
Where from Your presence (lee?
I ascend to heav'n on ligh,

Cr wnake mmy bed below,

Clr take the moraing wings and

CVer ocean’s ebb and flow,

Chr seek from You a hidingplace

Amid the wloon of night-

Alike to You are time and space,

The darkness and the light,

(:) Lovd, Your all-discerming eyes
My frmost feelings know;

O grant that all my secret thoughits
May pleasing be to Yoii,

And ray vy going in or out

AE nognday or at night

Disclose the beauty of Your truth,
The radiance of Your light.

—Selected
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Prophecy Fulfilled

| have been thinking lately of the
condition of the world and how it ful-
flils the anciemt prophecies. You recall
hiow Jesus said that in the last days
men's hearts would be failing them tor
fear of the things coming on the earth.
Ever since | can remember people have
been fearful of a nuclear war. As believ-
ers, we know that God would not allow
the' earth to be devastated by nuclear
wat, but still it is a valid fear to many
people. However, now it s reported that
peoplé are more fearful of violént crime
than of the threat ol nucléar war.

What Is the human answer (o the
problem of violente? Some say we nivd
more laws, But the lawless will ignore
the law and continue In their lnwless-
ness. Others will say we need more
police protection, but they don't want
o pay more taxes to pay for more
police. S0 it's not difficult to see that the
whole world has become a tangled up
mess. But did not the anclent writers say
it would be so in the last days? We

Chiristians have no need 1o fear becaunse
wie know why the world s as 1t is, and
wie also know that 10 will not continue
this way very much longer. So0on Jesus
will return from heaven and, as we read
in Malachi 4, when He is finlshed all the
wicked will be as stubble and as ashes
under the feet of the righteous,

At present God's people on this earth
are so few In number, but 1 emember
reading in the Message o few yenrs ago
that though we are few in number we
are actually part of the biggest family in
the universe—Cods family! IFwe prove
waorthy, all the numberless angels of
heaven and billions of Immortalired
earthboms will someday be our family!
What an llustricus family to call our
own! Let us daily work hard to become
worthy, of being an eternal member of
Godd's family,

8 Kincannon, Tenngssee

Promises, Promises
God has lald in store for those that
continue o love and obey His liws eter-

nal joy beyond our wildest imagina-
tions, What could some of these joys
possibly he that should drive us ta liove
His laws and keep them?

To Imagine just a few, follow this line
of thought:

(A) A destre to lve for evier would be
achievied.

B} A desire to be in perfect health
would be fulfilled.

(0 A desire for knowledge would be
constantly led eternally,

() A desire to achieve m every
worthwhile thing or thought would be
fulfilled over and through etermity,

Need T goon? What could you want
miore than what the perfect love of God
can give you? Peace, happiness, health,
joy without Hmlits, Hfe without Hmit,
sucoess in every endeavor, and above all
to be with all the angels in the very pres-
enge of God, with Christ superintending
aiur section of God's Heavenly Expanse,

lsn't it réason enough 1o go on serv.
ing God and strive to be among the cho-
sen ones who finish the race?

1w f Nl Arkaitsies

Eiifuwirrg Jesus costs more than anything else—
except not following Him.

AsswWERS TO CILTESTIONS ON PAGE 24

ANTMALS

. Sheep (Luke 15:3-7)

GCalf (Ex. 3204y

o Colt (Tuke 19:35)

Horses (Ex. 14:9)

Cat

o Lion, bear {1 Sam. 17:34-36)
. Lamb (Ex, 12}

. Kid (Gen, 37:31)

- - T R PO TR

AFRAID

1. Adam, when he hid from God in
the Garden ol Edén (Gen. 3:9-10)

2. The angel of God who appeared as a
burning bush which was not
consumed (Ex. 3:1-6)

3. Jesus, when He walked on the sea,
to the disciples in the boat (Juhn
419200

4. He burjed it in the ground (Matt.
25:25)

5. The shepherds, at the time of Jesus’
birth, whien they wire Keeping
watch over their Nocks (Luke 2:8-9)

6. The siory of Jomah (Jonah 1:4-5)

7. Peter (Matt. 1430)

B. Because his face shone with the
glory of the Lord {1X,

34:29-35)

9. They were ifraid it was some kind
of trap. Simean had been kept as
a pledge that they would returm
with Benjamin (Gen. 42)

STREETS

1. Mordecai (Esther &:7-110)

2. The great supper (Luke 14:15-24)

3. That Jesus might touch and heal
them (Mark 6:56)

4. The Pharisces (Matt, 6:5)

5. A slothful man (Prov, 26:13)

6. Ezra (MNeh, Bi1-6)

7. The street called Straight (Acts 9:11)
8. Gold (Rev, 21:21)

9, The tree of life (Rev, 22:2)

10. Boys and girls (Zech. 8:5)

ANGELs
1. Gabriel (Luke 1:26)

2, Abraham (Gen. 18:2-6)

4. Durlng the last plague In Egypt
(Ex. 11:5 & Ex. 12:29)

., Manmna (I's. 78:24-25)

. After the temptation (Mate. 4:1-11)

6. Peter (Acts 12:7-11)

7. Gideon (Judges 6)

B. Balaam {Num., 22:22-28)

W ds
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P rayer of ‘]r.l’.nnrk.w:'w'njr

I ought to be thankfil..,
For grief unsuffered, tears unshed;
Fow clowds that scattered overhead;
For pestilence that came not nigh;
For dangers yreat that passed me by,
For sharp suspicton soothed, allaved;
For dowelst dispelled that made afraid
For fierce tesnplation well withstood;
Ear evil plot which brought forth good;
For vital links in frferdstip’s chain
That, sorefy tested, stood the strain;
For harmiess Mows with malice dealf;
For base ingratitude unfelt;
For hatreds keen untered word;
For hitter jest, unknown, ardicard:
For every evil timed away,
Forall these thinges, Dthank vou, Lo,

sligion is not 4 way of looking at cerfain things.
It is & certain way of Jooking at evervthing,

=2
—~ L}fn' thanks to God, for good is He,
ol watnts more than a pompots proclinmtion of ™ His grace abideth ever;
thianks on one Thuisday in November; He wants Fo Him all praise and glory be,
fpenilsle, grateful service frome us every day of the yeor, His mercy faileth never,
L ]
‘r b i ¥
o live well needs a falth fit to lve by, a self Ht to (
live with, and a purpose [it to live for. Tr:.l: Thanksgiving is a cuftivirted Tabil
-~
S : \ _ |
oA rav cornd pon thee Dy surprise, but do ot fet i ou can learn a lot by reading the Bible; vou 'can
dwell with thee as a giest. learn still more by practicing it,
»
gﬁ‘-h’lp is what may be called Ear Pollution. e Bible promises so fodves to the oo fers:

Albways Thankful
CAlways “Lhankful
e -
I.f s easy to be thankful with a bowrtiful table spread
But courld I offer sincere thanks for just a crust of bread?
it's easy to be thankful when m feeling well and strong,
But what about the pain-wracked hours when time seems b, so long?

1 t's no effort to be thankfid when the sun shines bright all day,

But how about the other times when skies are gloomy gray?

It's po effort o be thankful when all things are going good,

But how about the times when things don’t go the way they should?

"IH everything give thanks, = [ read: and this [ know is right;

e sacrifice of praise to God 1 know is His delight.

S help e, Lovd, to alwys do the thing that pleases Yo,

And couwnt iy Blessings every day and praise the whole day Hrvough!
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lessed be

yOHF g Orious TLATIE, ﬂﬂd muy

it be exalted above all blessi ng and

praise.
‘Xou alone are the Lord. You made

the heavens, even the highcst heavens, and all
their starry host, the earth and all that is on if,
the seas and all that is in them. qu give lfﬁ?
to everylhing, and the multitudes uf' heaven
marshf.p you.” —Nehemiah Q:5-6
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